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PREFACE. 





I desire to acknowledge the very great assistancs I havo 
derived in compiling this volume from the Report on the 
Settlement cf Balasore, by Mr. D. H. Kingsford, 1.¢.s., 
which is published as an Appendix to the Final Report on 
the Survey and Settlement of the Province of Orissa (1890- 
1900), by Mr. 8. L, Maddox, 12s. 
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OHAPTER I, 


PHYSICAL ASPEOTS. 
Baxasone, the northem district of the Orissa Commissionership ameans. 
or Division, is situated betweon 20° 44’ and 21° 57° north yen 
latitude, and between 86° 16’ and 87° 29’ east longitude, It . 
contains an area, according to the latest survey, of 2,085 square 
males, and a population, as ascertained by the oomsus of 1901, of 
1,071,197 souls, The principal town, which is also the adminis- 
trative headquarters of the district, is Balasore, situated on the 
western bank of Burabalang river, ‘The name is said to be a 
corruption of Baneswar, and to bo derived from a temple in the 
town dedicated to Mahideo Banoswar, i., Siva, the Lord of the 
Forest, a title which points to the time when the populous town 
of Balasore and the surrounding countsy were covered by virgin 
forest. : 

‘Tho district is bounded on the north by the district of pan. 
Midnapore and the ‘Tributary State of Mayiirbhenj; on the east darios. 
by the Bay of Bengal; on tho south by tho distriot of Cuttack, 
from which it is separated by the xiver Baitarani; and on the 
oat by the wooded hills of Keonjhar, Mayizbhanj and Nigiri. 

Tt consists of a long strip of alluvial land betweon the hills caagune 
and tho sea, somewhat like an hourglass in shape, very narrow t- 
in tho centro, but growing bronder towards the north and south. 

This tract varies in breadth from about 80 miles at the north. 

eastern extremity to 10 miles at the narrowest or contral portion 

and 40 miles in the south. ‘Tho district, thus hemmed in by 

4 surf-beaton coast on one side and a harrier of hills on tho other, 

comprises threo belts of country extending from notth to south 

in lines roughly parallel to the const and rising slowly as they 
3 
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secede from it. ‘The first is a narrow maritime steip of land, in 
many places impregnated with ealt ond unfit for cultivation, 
which has been formed by the silt-laden rivers debouching from 
the hills and the sand-burdened ourents of the Bay. ‘The second 
4s tho delta proper, on alluvial plain teeming with inhabitants and 
covered with gront stretches of rice, which constitutes tho greator 
ppart of the district, ‘The third belt consists of tho wostera border 
and, ranning along tho foot of the hills and bordoring on tho 
Garbjata, on undulating tract which gradually asoonds into the 
wooded gls and hills of the Tributary States. 

Balasore is thus naturally divided into three well-defined 
tracte—the salt tract along tho coast, tho arablo tract or riod 
country, and tho submontane treot or jungle land. ‘Thoeo throb 
traots appear as it they hed beon divided off axtifidally from 
coach other by the Coast Canel, Trunk Rond and railway lino 








respectively. 
‘The salt tract rons tho whole way down the const, and forms 
a nawow strip, from 2 to 6 miles broad, traversed by sluggish 
brackish streams oreoping along betweon banks of black mud, 
Towards tho boach this dosolato region rises into sandy sidgos, 
from 60 to 80 foot high, sloping inland and covered with a 
growth of scrubby vegetation seldom or never rising abovo tho 
height of a man; on tho verge of tho oooan aro sandhills 
clothed with creepers and wild convolvalns, on which deor and 
antalope love to feed, Father inland, tho plain spreads out into 
prairies of coarse long grass and serub jangle, throughout which 
there is scarvely a village, but only patohos of rioo cultivation 
and sparse groups of houses on the higher xidgos, enclosed by 
palm, coooa-nut and betelnut groves. ‘Tho low lands near thoso 
ridges are utilized for grusing purposes, but hero and thoro 
cortain portions have been brought under the plough. ‘The west- 
em boundazy is fringed with long lines of villages, from which 
overy morning herds of cattle are driven to its saliferous plains to 
graze, ‘This tract is purely alluvial; towards the coast, the soil 
has a distinctly saline taste, and salt mamuinctire used to bo 
carried on to a considerable extent. 
‘Tho arable tract lies beyond the salt lends, and includes much 
part of the district. It is a long dead level of rice 
mae with a soil light in colour, friable, and apt to split up into 
small oabes. A noticesble feature of this rogion is tho pds, 
litetally the “ cups” or depressed lands near the river banks, ‘They 
produce the finest crops, and are probably the sites of marshes that 
have partially silted up by the yearly overflow of the rivers. ‘The 
azable tract is sparsely wooded except round the villages, whith 
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fro encircled by fine mango, pipai, banyan, and tamarind tress, 

and interseoted with green shady lanes of bamboo. A few 

palmyras, date palms and screw pines also dot the expanse, or run 

in lines between the fields, 

‘The submonteno treot is en undulating country with a red soi, The nb- 

| muoh broken itp into ravines along the foot ot the hills. Moses Bont" 
of laterite, buried in hard foruginons clay, orop up as rocks’ or 
slabs. At Kopixi about 2 square miles are tlmost paved with 
such slabs, dark red in colour, perfectly flat, and highly polished, 
Hore the mountain torrents have soooped out for themselves 
picturesque ravines clothed with & dense, fresh verduro of prickly 
thors, stunted guarled shrubs, and here and there a noble forest 
tayo, Large tracts axe covered with edd jungle, which nowhere, 
howover, attains to any groat height, Near the, hills there aro 
patches of cultivated land, and tho soil is often of grout futility 
‘on nooount of the rich vogetable matter brought down by tho 
‘mountain torrents, 

‘Tho district is watored by six distinot river systems, vis., pro- 
oveding from north to south, thoso of the Subararekha, Pinch: 
pir, Buribalang, Jam, Kénsbins end Baitarnt. During the 
hot weather the upper channels of thes rivexs dwindle to insig- 
nificant streams dotted hore and there with stagnant pools; but 
in tho rainy season they bring down an enormous mass of water 
from tho hills in whioh thoy take thotr xiso, ‘They drain a lange 
yea, and tho rapidity of tho ourent acquired among the moun- 
tains sweops down a vast quantity of silt in suspension. As soon, 

3 however, as tho river Jeaves tho broken hilly region for the level 
| olta, its current is checked, and being unable to carry down the 








sand with which it is changed, it dopositait inits bed: By degrees, 
thereforo, the channel becomes shallower, the hed is raised, and the 
' river flows at » higher level than the surrounding country. ‘The 

rivers and their various channels consequontly become less and less 
blo to oarry off the water-spply to the sea, and froquently prove 
inadequate to furnish an outlet for the volume of water with 
which they are charged during the miny season. ‘The rosult is 
that, though in the cold and hot weather they aro small streams 
winding through long expenses of sand, in tho mains they are 
formidable torrents which often overflow their banks and Sood 
tho country far and wide. 

‘The following is a brief description of each of these principal 
rivers with their most important tributaries and offshoots. 

‘Phe Subarnarekha takos its xiso 10 miles south-west. of Ranchi Ti» Subas- 
in the Chota Nagpur plateau. It flows towards tho nerth-cast, ™4"™5- 
lowving the main platen in a piotureeque waterfall, and the 

a2 
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forms tho boundary with Haziribigh, its cousse being eastwards 
to the,trijunction point with the Ménbhiim. district, From this 
point:tho river bends southwards into Singhibistim, then passes isito 
tho Stato of Mayiixbhanj, and afterwards enters Midnaporo from 
+ tho north-wost, It traverses tho jungle in tho wostem pait of 
__ this “istrict tll it reaches Balasoro, through which it flows for GU 
miles ir a torkuons southern courso, with groat windings onst and 
wost, until it finally falls into the Bay of Bengal, in 21° 34’ N. 
and 87°21’ B,, after a course of 296 miles, during which it drains 
fan ‘area of 11,800 square miles, ‘Tho rivor banks axo high and 
stoop on the outer ourve of thé bends, against which tho water 
outs, and flat or sloping on'the inner. thas no tributaries within 
the distriat, exoopt a small stream, the Guohids, which joins it at 
Bhograi; and although studded by islands as old as our oldest 
maps, it has long ceased any operations of diluvion or alluvion 
on a laxgo soalo, ‘The country along tho banks is cultivated to 
within a fow miles of tho soa, whore it ontors tho salino tract, 
The Suibamarekh® is nowhere fordablo within the distriot during 
tho rainy months; and it is linblo to heavy floods, which inundato 
tho surrounding country on oither bank for a distance of about 
4 miles, and have beon known to penetrate 12 miles inland, 

‘This river carried the early Huropoan trade in the Provinoo 
from and to tho post of Piplf, which was oooupied by the Portu- 
‘guoso at tho end of the 16th contmry. ‘Tho silting up of tho 
‘mouth of the Submnnrekha during tho next oontmry led. to the 
downfall of the port, of which no vestige now romains, ‘Tho river 
is still; however, navigable by countyy exft as far as Kalikapur 
about 16 miles from its mouth, up to which point it is tidal ; 
26 miles fasthor up it is spanned by tho railway bridgo and the 
Osista Trunk Road at Rajghét. Tt communioates with tho Const 
Canal at Jamkinda look, and is Inxgely uso by country onts ; 
small vessels con make thoir way up to tho boundary of tho 
istrict, and during the rains far into Mayibhanj. ‘The namo 
Subarnarokhé, which means a atrock of gold, is said to bo derived 
from tho fertility of the Iand on cither bank. Others, howover, 
trnoo the origin of the name to the particles of gold occasionally 
found in its sandy bed. 

. The intermediate country, on the south of the Subarnarekha, 
Fitetpl, and north of tho Burtbelang, forms an elongated drainngo basin 
rusining south-east from tho frijunction of Midnapore, Dhalbhiim 
and Mayirbhanj. It is watered by a number of amall streams, 
of which tho principal are the Jamiri, Bins and Bhaitingi, 
which’ unite, bifureats and reunite, until the great river which 
thoyzeventually form enters tho soa under the mame of the 
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Panchpara, ‘This neine, which moans the Ayo villages, was given 
to tho river boouso there were once five villages. at the spot: 

whore it ontors the son, ‘Tho tide runs up only 10- miles; md 
although tho intorlacings of thoso streams constantly sproad out 

into shallow swamps, ono of thom, the Bins, is deop onough 

nt oortain parta of its course for tho passage of boats of 100 
maxnds burden all tho year round, 

South of this notwork of rivers is tho Bustbalmg, which sites mie mast 
‘mong tho Maydxbhanj hills, After zeooiving two small: tribu bale 
tarios, tho Gangthar and Sunai, it winds its way into the son 
noar Ohandipur after a course of 86 miles through the distzot, 

In tho upper parts of its course tho banks aro sindy, stoop and 
oultiyated; in the lowor part they aro of fim mud, covered to 
high-water mark with black ooze and surrounded by junglo or 
opon grassy plains. It is tidal, and brigs, sloops and small 
stoomars oan navigate its tortuows course as far as the town of 
Balasore, but the sand-bar across the mouth of the river renders 
the entrance difficult. It is liable to floods, but tho area exposed 
to inundation, which lies to the north and north-west of fe town, 
is not lange. ‘The name Burébalang, which means Ii 

the Old ‘Twister, lias been given to this river because of the 
extraordinary way in which its conrse winds and bends; 
thus the soa is 7 miles irom Balasore as tho crow flis, 
but to roach the ooast by this xiver entails a journey of about 18 


108. af 

On the south of the Buribalang, a second network, of rive ing 
Jmown as tho Jamka, find their way down from the Nilgiri Hills, Yanks 
‘amd enter the sea hy many channels along the coast of the 
Dasmalang pargent. ‘There is little or no navigation, as their 
months have, been closed up by the construction of the Coast 
Canal ond are very dittioult to onter; there is no maritime traf 
on thoir banks ; and the most important of these channels, * 
Tamakt, has « sluioo built about a mile from its mouth, 

Tyo Kénshins iso, ented from a a deal. of 
bamboos,. amid which it risos in Am 
Blafos. Xb. runs, in a south-onsterly dis 
parallel with the Nilgisi Hills, ond roooives: from thom a: 
cof nameless dxainago streams on itsnorthom, bank: After 
under the triple, bridgo on the Trunk Rond near Soro, 
at Birpava, the northern branch, retaining its original 
flowing into the, soa los from the point, wher 
tho 



















it 
trict. It “is navigable only a fow miles : up,: bu 
notorious for its suddon floods and for the wide oxt 
which it submorges in the rainy season. Near 
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Laichanpur, onos a frequented post, which was closed in 188 8 
owing to tho silting up of tho rivor. 

‘The southern branch receives the name of Gamai, and falls 
into tho sea 6 miles south of the Kansbins. Owing partly to the 
construction of the Coast Canal, this river has rapidly silted up, 
and the passage to tho soa is almost closed. ‘Theo miles from 


* its mouth is situated tho old port of Oburiman, once an important 


‘The 
Baitaran’, 


‘The 
Silnndi. 


centro of tho oxport trade, but now an insignificant villago. 
Liko the Kansbins, tho Gamni is lisblo to heavy floods, bub 
a great part of its flood water runs south-wostwards along the 
old Churdman or Ricketts canal into tho Matti, which drains 
the country cast of Bhadrakh and has a oourso of 40 miles. 

‘The Baitaran} rises among tho hills in the north-west of tho 
‘Koonjhar State and enters this district near the village of Balipur; 
after flowing in a winding oasterly cowso noross the dolta, where 
it marks tho boundmy line between Cuttack and Balasore, it 
passes by Chindbéli and joins its waters with tho Brihmani, 
Tt thon joins tho Dhémra 5 miles from its mouth, after a course of 
about 45 miles along tho southorn boundary of tho distriot, and 
the united stream finds its way into tho soa undor tho namo of 
the Dhamra river. It is navignblo as far as Olokh, 15 milos from 
its mouth; bat beyond this point it is not affeotod by tho tide ond * 
is fordable during tho hot soason, ‘Tho river is subject annually 
to heavy floods, which travel inland to an. avorago distanoo of 4 
miles, and occasionally as far as 12 miles, and causo considorablo 
damage to tho standing oxops, Down to Akshuépadé tho loft 
bank is protected ky an ombankmont, but bolow this to country 
side is exposed to inundation, while the embankment on tho right 
of Cuttack side prevents tho discharge of water in that direction. 
A large weir has beon- constructed novoss the stream at Akshud 
pada in order to dam tho water during the duy season and supply 
the portion of tho High Level Canal botwoon that place and 
Bhadrakh, 


‘This river is identifed by the Bralmaus as tho Styx of Hinds 
mythology, but the name is possibly corruption of Avitarani, 
meaning “difficult to oross.” Legend relates that Rama, when 
tuarehing to Ceylon to resou hi wie Sila from tho ton-headed 
demon Ravana, halted on its banks on the borders of Keonjher; 
and in commomoration of this event largo numbers of people visit 
the river every January. ‘The Baitarant receives two important 
tributaries in Balasoro, tho Sélandi and the Matai, 

The Salandi, « corruption of Sélnadt or the Sél river, takes its 
name from the sé/ (Shorea robusta) forests which it traverses. It 
rises on the southern slope of the Meghtsani mountain (literally 
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the seat of clouds) in Mayirthanj, and throughout its upper couse 
is a blackwater river with high banks and a boitom of muddy 

sand. In January it scarcely anywhere exceeds 3 feet in depth. 
Luxuriant vogotation clothos its banks, which in placos riso almost 

to the dignity of clifls, and for miles the xiver runs through om- 

tinuous groves of mangoes, palms, and bamboos. It forms no 

islands or lnkes, and has no tide, but it is navigatle for country 
doafs as high as 6 miles from its junotion with tho Baitarani. 

Its lower course broaks up into a network of channels, which ere 

intorlaced with thoso of the Matai. : 

Tho Matai brings down the drainage of the country betwoon The 
the Kinsbins and the Sélandi, and after » tortuous cours over a Matt. 
amuddy bed ind between densely wooded banks enters the Dhamma 
river neor its mouth. ‘This river attains a considerable volume at 
Charbatia, where it is joined by tho Coast Canal; it runs thenge 

+ into the Dhimra, which connects it with tho port of Ohindbili. 
It is tidal as far as Ruknadeipur, 8 miles east of Bhadrekh, and 
is navigable up to that point by coautry boats, . ui 

Among the minor rivers of the district may bo montioned the atiioe 
Haskuré, Strathé, Pag’ and Nembs rivers. The Hiskura, literallyzivew 
tho duck-swimming xiver, is a hill stream which rises in Mayir- 7 | 
bhanj, and flowing across tho Trank Road below Rajghat, pass 3 
south over the Besta-Baliapal road to Tappa Bulang, where it - 
communiontes through en inlet with the Coast Canal. ‘The stream 
contains very littlo water during the hot weather, but has heen 
‘known to causo considerable damage in the rains, when it onrios of 
1 large part of the flood of the Subarnsrekha. The Saxaihé. runs 710 
a parallel course a few miles to the south, and passing under the Sirattx. 
bridge on tho Trunk Road at Basts, runs into the sea at the mouth 
of the Panchpara jit is tidal as far as the Coast Canal 10 miles from 
tho sea, ‘Tho Pégi is a small stream south of the Burtbalang yo rigs. 
with a length of only 10 miles. The name is sid to be a 
corruption of Paryag, the old name of the village near which it 
rises, The Nembu or Kantiichera rises in the Nigiri Hills and 7, 
runs a course of 15 miles in the district. ‘The neme is said tomean Nembs, 
the lemon river, and to be derived from the lemon groves which 
formerly used to fringe its banks. 

‘Tho district has s cosst-lino of 85 miles through which several Bercaree 
great rivers make their woy tothe sea. In spite, however, of the? 
‘existonce of these estuaries and of the extent of its sen face, the dis. 

‘riot doesnot contain a single harbour capable of sheltering ships of 
any great siz. In the words of Sir William Honter* “an 


© Sir W, W. Imnter, Oriaea, 1872, E oo 
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eternal war goes on betwoon the rivers and tho sen, the former 
struggling to find vont for their columns of water andsilt, the 
latter repelling them with its sand-laden currents.” ‘These 
forces counteract onch other, and the sea deposits a bar outside 
tho river mouth, whilo tho tiver pushes ont itsdolta to right and 
loft inside. ‘These rivers consoquently silt up at tho mouth, and, 
though they axe gonorally of sufficiont dopth, each is blooked up 
by a bar of sand or mud, which provents tho ontranco of largo son- 
going vossols oxoopt at high tide, Silt, tho common enomy of 
waterways in Orissa, lias boon fatal to tho prosperity of almost 
covery port in tho distrit. 

In the your 1871 thoro wore soven ports, Subamarokhi, Sarath, 
Chinuyé (Chhaunt), Balasore, Laichanpux, Churiman, and tho 
Dhimra, including Ohindbali. ‘Somo of those ports wero, howevor, 
vory shsignificant, Siratha and Ohannyé wero morely domaxent~ 
od portions of thosivers known by thoso names, doop slimy nullahs 
on which it was most difficult to land owing to the soft muddy 
banks, Laichanpur, 28 miles south of Balasore, and Ohuriman, 
6 miles further on, wore also parts of two mullahs, tho mouths of 
which wore so nearly closed that to stoor a small jolly boat 
into them ond out to sen again required careful watching of tho 
tides, whilo thoy wore so completely concoaled by a donso fringo 
cf junglo that it was almost impossible to discover thom from 
tho geo, Churiman was, however, once considorod tho snfost and 
most conveniont port on the coast of Orissa, largely owing to the 
facilities afforded by tho oxtruordinavily soft and yiolding naluxo 
of tho mud bottom of tho river. ‘Tho ricosloops penotrated ns noar 
tho coast as high wator would allow thom to push their way, and tho 
roveding tide left the greater paxt. of their hulle resting soourely 
on.a soft cushion of mud. Tt wos  woll-known fact on tho const 
that, should there bo any doubt as to tho possibility of wenthering a 
dangerous storm, the safest plan was to run the ship straight into 
the bay of Churiman, where tho thiok, balf-liquid mass of mud 
4in solution counteracted the violence of the winds and waves. 
Owing to.the.silting.up of tho river mouths, to tho construo- 
ion. of the Coust Canal, which, whilo :providing «. now.wator- 
way, facikitated the proooss, and. to.the abandonment. of: the .ld 
éalt-‘manuficture, many of: theso’ ports havo now ceasod .to..oxis, 











“ while the position.of others has been changed. ‘Thus Subarna- 
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rekhé is now represented by Batanga and Mandhati on tho Const 
‘Omnal. and Burabatia on the Guohida xiver; Pinchprn has takon 
tho plaoo of .Sarnthi;. Oburiman. and Laichanpux have ooased to 
exist; a new port has been formed at Béliapal on the Matai river; 
and Ohindbili has absorbed tho txado of the old port of Dhimra. 
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An account of the principal ports will be found in Ohaplor X, 
‘nd it will bo sufficient here {o mention the threo chief estuaries 
of the district, viz., those of the Subarnarekha, Burdbalang and 
Dhimra, 

A. fow oonturies ago tho Subamarekha was a noble estuary, rho 
which was admirably suited for a harbour, and was consoquontly Subarmie 
one of tho first places to attract Huropean mercantile entorpriso.rtuaty, 
Horo atthe close of tho 16th century the Portugues» established 
thomsolvos at Pipli; that harbour was also the rndezvous of 
the Arakanoso pirntes; and later the English appew to have 
mado a small sottloment thor, But tho Subamarekha, though 
oxoooding all the other rivors of the district in length, in tho area 
of its catchmont basin and in volume of dischargo, was ono 
of tho first to silt up. By the beginning of tho 18th contmy 
tho silting up of its mouth had rained Pipl, and the settlement 
was abandoned. he placo lingered on as a ruinod and silt-looked 
villago, and was known ns lato as tho oarly years of the 19th 
contury, hut no trace of it now remains. Onoo the most import. 
‘ant port in tho distriot, tho Suburnarokha is now least resorted to, 
though it is still frequented by fishing boats, which in fair 
wwonthor sail, out in little fleots of fitteon and twenty and travel 
down tho coast as far as Puri. ‘Tho sands stretching aoross its 
mouth aro almdst bare at Low wator, but beyond the har there is 
‘a magnificont doop channel. It is, however, quito unsafo during 
tho sottth-wost monsoon, as it prosonts.a dead loo shore with 
‘roakets xight across the mouth, 

Further down tho coast is the estuary of tho Burdbalmg or ry0 
Balasore river ‘Tho port consists of the portion of the river Hurkta 
fronting the town of Balasoro, and is about three-quarters of a itary. 
mailo in longth. It is situated ahout,7 miles from tho coast in a 
ioot lino; but tho river’s course is so sinuous that the distanoo 
by wator is 15 miles. From Balasoro to tho sea, tho river itself 
thus a fair depth of wator; it is at its mouth that the. difficaltios 
of navigation., begin or ond, according as the vossd.is bouind 
ulyands.or- inwards, .From that. point to. tho: Balasore buoy; 
aba distaico :of 6.1uiles from, fho ziver’s mouth, narow:cbannel 
Toads hotwoon:..sandbanks on both sides: "Tho bax itself ia half 0 
rilp long, and isa little ovor 2 miles fromthe river’s mouth: In 

spring tides there is only a, depth of ono foot: ovor it al.low water, 
while high water gives a rise of 18 feet. A. projoot for xendoring 
tho coure-of the xiver shortor. and straighter, by outing thiough 
the narrow nooks of Innd that divide the different loops, -was long 
under disoussion ; and it was hoped that.this measure might add: to 
the velocity of the tides, and cnable the tidal scour to deepen the 
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channel over the bar, A. out was actually mado about the your 
1863, which suoceeded in shortening tho cowso of tho xivor by 
about a mile, but the project was eventually abandoned. 

‘Tho Dhamma, which forms part of the boundary lino botwoon 
Balasoro and Cuttack, is a ino ostuary formod by the junotion of tho 
Brihmani and Baitarant sivors, ‘Thoro is a dangerous bar across 
‘tho mouth, but tho ontxanoo has boon groatly improvod of lato 
yours, and’ at flood tide vomsols drewing as much as 18 foob oa 
pass in with mafoty. Within this, thero is absoluto protootion 
from the monsoon, and tho difficulties incident to yossels going 
up aro simply thos of rivor navigation, Cbindbali, 20 milos 
from the mouth, is tho most important post in Orissa, 

‘Tho distriot, shut in by tho sen on ono sido and tho hills on 
tho othor, is adoliaio alluvial flat formed hy tho large rivors 
which dischaxgo their silt-laden wators into tho son, ‘hoso 
fluvintila doposits aro still. going on, and tho poouliny outlino of tho 
const is ontively duo to thoir advanco. Blown sand drifts along 
all parts of tho coast which fnoo tho south-oast, and forms sand 
hills which cover a considorablo area. ‘They aro gonerally boundod 
on each side, towards tho Innd and towards tho soa, by a low 
range, 60 to 80 foot high at tho most, whilo other xangos moro 
or loss obliterated ooour furthor inland, On tho inner rango tharo 
is almost always vegetation, and it sooms to sorvo as a boundaxy 
for tho berven Innd, which is provontod from being coverod with 
grass by sand boing continually blown upon it by high winds from 
tho sea. ‘hore can be little doubt that oach range of sand hills 
‘marks an old son const, and it sooms probable that tho soa has 
rotired gradually and that tho land as boon raid, not oontinu- 
ously and uniformly, but at intorvals and. by interrupted movor 
ments, ‘Furthor to’ tho south tho small, isolntod, stoop hills 
which xiso from tho plain to tho north of Cuttack, taken in omnoo- 
tion with the bosses and whale-like ridges which stud the sur 
rounding countyy prosont all tho features of an upraised archi- 
pologo ; and lend to tho belief that, at no yoy remote geological 
pporiod, the soa of tho western portion of the Bay of Bengal 
dashed against many a rugged cliff and rolled: round clusters 
of islands which studded what is now the province of Orissa: 
indeed, a comparatively trifling deprossion of tho country 
might reproduce tho samo phenomena, ‘The ovidenoes of the 
gradual xiso of the land aro numerous. It is probable that 
the cliff-like escarpment of the Nilgiri range and tho isolated 
hills which dot the whole of Orissa have been brought to 
noarly their present form by denudation of an ancient date; 
while it sooms evident from the laterite conglomerate which is 
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found that a moro recat agency has tended to modify their 
shape. These aro not ovidencs of a recent riso of land, but within 
tho memory of man the tides camo further up the rivers. ‘This 
may be duo to the rising of the delta by ftuviatile deposits, but 
it is stated by the natives that Balasore was onoo on the sea-shoro, 
and it is doubtfol if that can have bom the case within historical 
times. 

‘To tho wost of Balasore aro the Nilgisi Hills, a group of fino 
rooky hills projecting to'within 16 to 18 miles of the shores of 
tho Bay of Bengal, which wore known to old navigators as the 
Nalligreon Mountains. Commmoing from the north of Orissa, 
this rango of hills runs just outside the boundary of the Province 
for 50 to 60 miles. ‘They have their noxthern limits on the tanks 
of the Buribalang river about 12 miles W. N, W. from 
Balasoro. From this point they run for about 16 miles due south 
ina broken xango formed by threo short detached hills, in a pass 
botween which tho villagoof Nilgiri nestles, ‘Thenco their escarp- 
mont continues for about 40 miles in a W. S. W. dizection 
till tho hills terminato at the valley of tho Baitarant, Thoy rise 
to a oonsiderble hight, Nilgisi hill being 1,786 feet abovo tho 
sea, while many othor summits are but little inferior in elevation, 
On the northern part of the rango, thaso hills consist of excessively 
grinitio rock ; interfoliated with’ tho gneiss theo ar found in 
ono or Wo places bands of chloritio rook approaching serpentine in 
texture, which is quarried to a considerable extent by tho netives. 
A few miles W. 8. W. of Jagjuri, noar the village of. Paikpada, 
tho rooks alter considerably, becoming a hard, tough, indistinotly 
xystallized hornblendic rook, and further to the south-west quartz 
schist comes in, well folinted and sharply cleavable. 

Between the hills and tho soa tho land is compered of allu- 
vium. ‘The more northern portion extending from tho Subsrna- 
rekbA to tho Buribalang belongs geographically to the samo 
country as Midnapore, being almost a porfoot plain to the oast, 
while towards-the wast the surface is mach more irregular and 
undulating, covered here-and there with patches of low scrub 
jungle. The southern portion from Balasore for about 20 miles 
to the south-wost is a region of older alluvium similar to much of 
that which ooours on tho skitts of the dalta of Lower Bengal. 
The newer alluvium ooours in tho river valleys, while tho older 
alluvium is distinguished by being. more sandy, and the country 
covered by it is more undulating, the surfs having been modi- 
fied by denudation. It is very froquontly acwompanied by the 
nodular imestone known as kankar'; but this is also, though in 
a somewhat less degree, pretly gouerally distributed in the more 
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recént alluvium, and in some places the nodules are vory large, 
It is extremely diffioult to soparate the two vaxietios, as thoy 
frequently pass into oach other by insonsible gradation, and in 
some plaoes laterite may bo found beneath tho soil in e porfootly 
flat country, in which everything induoos tho boliof that tho alu 
yium is recent, Latorito is found inn compact form along tho 
base of tho Nilgiri Hills, which it gonorally but not invariably 
skirts, and from tho baso of which it oxtonds in many plaoos for 
half o milo or a milo into tho plains, Bul round Balasoro a 
poculiar gravelly variety of this xock apponrs, forming a bed somo 
5 or 6 foot thiok, at a short distenoo below the ground. ‘hia 
bod ooours in w trot of undulating alluvium, and is not compat 
as nonr tho hills, but gravelly and sandy. It doos not strotoh far 
to the south, and it dies away also towards tho hills, Further to 
tho south it occasionally roowes, gonorally in the dry geavolly soils 
of the older alluvium, but it is sometimes also found in alluvium 
quito indistinguishablo from tho reoont delta doposits.” 

Along tho const as far north as tho Buribalang rivor ax largo 
grassy plains with oconsional sparse patehos of onltivation and low 
junglo on tho sand ridgos and nonr tho tidal stroums, North of 
tho Buribalang, and spooinlly round tho mouth of tho Haskurt 
and Subamarokha, aro numerous tidal orocks fringed with hoavy 
jungle. Tho banks of thoso sluggish rivers and orvoks, whioh 
‘wind through the swampy low-lying country nonx tho soa, oxhibit 
thio vogetation of a mangrove forest. ‘Whoro sand dunos intor- 
vono botwoon tho son and tho cultivated land bohind, a littoral 
vogetation uncommon in Bongal is mot with, which inoluel 
Spinifee, Hydrophylar, Goniosperum prostratwn and similar spocios. 
‘Thoso sand hills strotohing botwoen the fertile rioo plains and tho 
sen constitute the only roally distinctive fonturo of Orissa from a 
Dotinioal point of view, and prosont not a fow of the littoral 
spocios characteristic of tho Miidras soa-coast, ‘Tho, cultivated 
Jand which ocoupies the central alluvial tract has tho usual 
riop-field woods, whilo ponds nnd ditchos aro filled with floating 
Yyater woods or. submorged water plants. Near homan habitations 
shrubborios containing various. semi-spontanoous shrubs aro. oom- 
mon., ."This undergrowth is loaded with a tanglod mass of climbing 
lia, various. .Monispermacow, many Apocynacee,  sevoral 
spoties of Vitis, a number of Oucurbitacee, and syoral Concol- 
coulgeen, <The arborescent portion of those. village-slrubborios 
includes the red cotton tres (Bomlaz matabar ‘lewii), Odina 
Lumarindus indica, Moringa ptorygosporma, tho pipal (Flows eligiosa), 

"* Bor further details of tho Geology of Balasore, ree -Goologieal Structure 
‘Midnaporo, Oristy, ote,, Memoirs, Goological Survey of India, Vol. i, 
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th banyan (Ficus Dengalensis), tho palmyra (Borassus flabedlfir) 
and the date palm (Plania sylces(ris). There axe no forosts, but 
in the west of the, district, where the boundary approaches tho 
hills and tho lands sire higher; patches of jungle occur, including 
alittle sa? (Shorea robusta) which ravely attains any ‘sizo. Tho 
uumal bamboo is Landuea arwndinacer, Open glades’ are filled with 
fruios, somtimes of a redy sharactar; wedge are abundant xxl 
forns aro fairly plontiful. 

A contury ago, boforo the land had been so closely oultivatod Parva, 
and tho canals construotod, tho district abounded in wild animals. 
A travoller who visited Orissa in 1806 found himsolf in danger of 
tho wild bonsts which haunted tho jungle trom tho moment he 
entered the Province ; and between Balasore and Cuttack, ino 
country whish is now thickly populated and closoly oultivated, he 
passed through o dense jungle infested by tigers, ond required a 
guaxd of sepoys to protect him from the dangers of the journey. 
Even as lato as 1840 elephants wore oommon ; tigers and leopards 
were found all over tho district, being especially numerous in. thp 
heavy jangle near the coust to the south; while immense hords of 
wild buffalo were found near the ssa, aud had become s0 large 
and numerous that they did inonloulable mischief and were a terror 
to tho country. Since thut timo oultivetion has expanded vary 
groatly, and tho wild animals which formerly ranged over the 
countzy-side have had to give way beforo the advance of tho 
plough. ‘There aro still however afew survivors of tho lords of the 
jungle, Wild elephants are occasionally met with in the jungly 
‘trqats to the west, bnt these axe only stray visitors from the Keon- 
jhor Hills, ‘There are also a few wild buffaloes left; and tigers, 
though not common, ave found along the Dhima below Ohindbali 
and in the waste tradts to the north-onst rownd Baliapél. “and 
Bhogrii, but the jungle is so douse that they axe out of roach of 
the sportsmen’s gun. Tho latter tract is also the haunt of leopards, 
and black bear are common neat Panchpali ma Jamkunda. Wolves 
do some damage among tho cultivators’ caitle, and hyena axe 
found all over tho district, whorever thero is shelter for them in 
patches of wasto end. In the sandy tracts adjoining tho son thovo 
fro a number of deer, spotted doar, mouse deer and antelope ;°énd 
hore too thero are Inxge herds of wild pig, which do great damage 
to tho oultivatoxs’ crops. 

‘The game birds of tho district include poucock, jungle fowl, a 
wRek partridge, red partridge, snipe, golden plover, wild duck, 
wild gooso, and two kinds of quail, 

‘A lange varioty of frosh-wator fish ary found in-the rivers "tuter~ yi, 
seoting the district, and soa-vater fish swarm up the tidal xivers, 
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Seadshing is an important industsy which is confued at present 
to the foreshore. Deep sea fishing is not practised, but the 
abundance and variety of fish caught on the foreshore indicate 
the wealth of marine lito that may reasonably he looked for in 
the doep son. ‘Thero aro no loss than seven fishing stations along 
tho cont, the best known boing Chandipur, from which Caloatte 
devives part of its supply. ‘Tho fshormen aro pavticalealy Koon 
in their pursuit of tho difsa, anda flotilla of son-going arnt will 
sometimes deft slong together for days, awaiting the appronch 
of a shoal of that fish, Whon tho shoal arrives, they at once 
fll their bonis, stoor straight for shore, and convert thei haul 
into avklud or sun-dried fragments of fish—~a favourite relish 
with tho Oxiyts, Besides tho /ilet, tho most common soa fish 
aro the Ueki and deli; and the delicious tapsi or mango- 
fish is found in tho tidal waters of tho Subarnarekhi and 
Burtbalang. 

Fishing in tho estuaries is confined to the cold. wonthor, whon 
vexy largo hauls are made, Owing to the distanca of the murkets 
from tho scene of tho fishormon’s oporations, most of tho fish 
caught is cither driod or salted for despatch inland, In tho 
finland rivers the Oriya spends all his pave timo fishing, ofton 
standing up to his neck in wator for the groator part of the day, 
‘The most common fresh-water fish are tho rohi, bhakwra and 
4aka, which aro found in nontly every tank and river, but thero 
axe a grout number of othor specios, whioh form an important 
article of food in tho oultivators’ daily diet. 

Alligators and crocodiles are found in all tho largest rivers, 
‘nd tho mugger or snub-nosed orooodiles axo often very destructive, 

As in other parts of Bengal, tho yonr may be said to be 
divided into threo seasons, the cold weather, tho hot weather and 
tho rains. ‘The hot wenthor commences in March and terminates 
with the setting in of the rains in June, During this paxt of the 
year the heat is tempered by a strong sea breeze from the south- 
‘west, which keeps the atmosphere ploasint by day and ool at night, 
A regular hot wind is rarely felt, and never continues more than 
8 or 10 days. Tho temperature by the sca-side in the hot weather 
is always soveral dgroos less than at Balasore itsalé. ‘Tho south. 
‘west monsoon blows steadily from the sea, and even in the months 
of April and May the moming breeze is 's0 invigorating that a 
pankha can be dispensed with. ‘The coast is, howover, almost 
inaccessible for vessels from the violenoe of the wind and surf. In 
Arif end May the dnt is oosionly visited by severe tua. 
Aerstorms which gather in the hille and desoond upon the adjacent 
plains. ‘The many season bogins in Juno or early in uly, and 
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the rains Inst till the end of September or the month of October, 
when an unpleasant time of moist heat marks theix cessation, 
‘This season is as disagresablo here as elssWvhere, owing to the land 
winds, which are voriablo and seldom blow from any quarter long, 
‘ho cold weathor commonoes at tho close of October, after tho 
Imeaking up of the south-west monsoon. By the beginning of 
November tho air begins to cool, and the momings and evenings 
‘xo chilly ; but tho climate has nob the samo invigorating and 
Iracing effect as that of Northern India, ‘Tho atmosphere" is 
generally clear, but rain may bo expected for a fow days in 
December and January ; and shortly before the beginning of the 
hot weather in March, there aro occnsional nor’-Wwesters aecom- 
panied by thonder, lightning ond rain. 

‘Tho district is directly on tho tract of the oyclonio storms Tenrera- 
which frequently cross Orissa during the monsoon saason, and the 
extremes of climate are more marked than in other parts of Bengel, 
In April and May the avemgo maximum tompemture is 98°; 
while the mean temperature falls from 89° in the hot weather 
months to 83° in the monsoon sotson and to 74° in Febriunsy, 
‘Phe avernge temporature varios from 47°to 94° during the months 
of December, January and February ; fiom 62 to 109° in March 
io May; from 66° to 94° during tho rains; and from 66° to OF 
in October and November. During reomt years the highest tem. 
perature recorded was 116? in the month of May, and the lowest 
44° in tho month of Deoomber. 

Owing to the dry wosterly winds which oocasionally swosp Husitiy. 
snoross the district in the hot season, and to the well marked south- 
‘vost monsoon conditions which ooow Inter in the yenr, humidity 
‘undergoes considerable variation, ranging on an avege from 79 
per cent: of satusation in April and May to 89 por cont. in August. 

‘Tho normal annual yainfall is 60 inches, of which OL fall raifal 
in May, 9 in June, 12 in July, 11°5 in Angust, 11-2 in September 
and 61 in October, Cydlonio storms occasionally ocoar in the north 
of the Bay of Bengal in May, and with theso storms weether of 
the south-west monsoon type prevails. From June to September 
the monthly rainfall varies from 11 to 12 inches on an averago, 
with oonsidemble fluctuations from year to year, according as the 
eyclonio storms are more or less numerous and movo in the usual 
course westward over Orissa, In October the rainfall depends on 
causes similar to those mentioned fox May, and is similar in 
amount. Betwoon November and April rainfall is light, ond is 
usually caused by local thunderstorms. 

Statistics of tho rainfall for the various secording stations aro 
given below for the oold weather (November to Febraary), the hot 
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weather (March to May) and the rainy season (June to October), 
the figures shown being tho averages rooorded. 
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Eyom March to August the general direction of tho wind, 
according to the matutinal readings, is from the south-west and 
from September to February from the north-west. During the 
latter months, however, it veers considerably, and often blows from 
tho noxth-ast. In the hot wenthor the breezo blows in great 
strength from the soa after mid-day, ond penetrates as far a5 8 or 
10 miles inland; it is most refreshing in the ovenings in the 
months of April and May, after the excessive heat during 
the day. . 

‘Tho cyclones which ooow in tho mins proper (ie, in Jano, 
Tuly, August and Soptomber) are goncrally small in extent and 
the chiof danger is fiom tho dovastating cyclones which oocasion~ 
ally occur in the months which precede and follow the full estab- 
lishment of the south-west monsoon, i, during April and May, 
October and November. Placed at the north-west comer of the 
Bay of Bengal, Balasore is exposed to the full brunt of the 
oyolones which ave generated at sea, ond, travelling in a noxth- 
wosterly course up the Bay, burst upon its shores accompanied by 
inresistible storm-waves. An account of the most notable of these 
‘ayclones will be given in Chapter VII. 
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Iw prohistorio timos tho hills of Orissa* appoor to havo boon parm. 
peopled. by savage tribos differing from those whioh oosupied the 826 
lowlands nonx tho sen, while tho intorvening plains wore in the ™™"™ 
possession of moos somewhat more civilized. It is probable that 
sovoral of tho tribos which still inhabit the hilly country to the 

‘wost woro originally natives of Oxiasa ; but the absopoo of reliable 

ata makes it diffoult to soparato the lator immigeants from tho 

ently sottlors, According to the traditions ousrent; among those 
tibos, tho Khonds of tho south, tho Gonds of tho west, and the 

Hos, Bhumijos and Santils of tho north would appear to have 
migratod to Orissa in historio times; and tho Savars, who still mp 
hold w degraded position in Oriana as howers of wood, have saraes, 
better claims to bo regarded as an antoothonous 100. ‘They aro 
soveral timos alluded to in the Bhagavati, tho oldest sored 
literature of the Jnins, whoro thoir language is referred to as one 

of tho mleehoh/uthashas ox bnxbarons tonguos; and thoy have boon 
fdentifiod with tho Suari of Pliny pnd tho Sabexai of Ptolemy. 

‘Tho Juings of tho Tributary States, who aro one of tho most Tis 
primitive moos of India, would soom to bo another of the cary 78" 
tribes of Oxissa, ‘Till thoy wore clothed by ortor of the Ghovern~ 
ment, tho only covering of tho females consisted of a few atrings 
of boads round tho waist, witha bunch of leaves before and bebind— 
 prctico which has given thom the neme of Patuas ox Patrastras 
(loaf-woarers) in Orissa ; they had no knowledge of tho metata 
till tho 19th century, whon forsignors oame among them ; and 


Tho account of tho history of the dlatcict up to the tine of tho Mubaramadan 
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Properly apsking, Oris (Sans, Uikala, vem, ited) sane tho. (eb 
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‘Will be the meaning of Orissa in this chapter, 
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no word existod in their own Ianguage for ison or any othor kind 
of motal, 

‘Tho Pins, who are found scattered throughout Orissa, Singh- 
Dhiim, Ranch}, and ihe adjoining tracts in tho Oontral Provineos 
and Madras, should also probably bo rogardod as ono of tho pro- 
historic peoples of Orissa, Evorywhore thoy rank among the 
owost classes ; thoy aro omployod in sarvilo ooonpations oven by. 
stich tribes as the Khonds and Bhuiyas ; and in the days of 
human snariflees, tho Khonds selected a Pan hoy as tho host 
snorifice which could be offered to mother carth, All thoso facts 
seem to indicate that they wore the original occupants of tho soily 
who wore dispossessed and roduced to slavery hy othor tribos. 

‘The son-const and tho lowlinds behind it wore prosumably 
‘occupied by tribes following tho ooonpations of fishermen and 
boatmon, ‘Tho Kewats, including the cognato castes, tho Gokhis 
and the Mallths, havo boon tracod to very carly times as tho 
Kovatas of Asoka’s Pillar Jadict No. V, and, in tho Sanskit form 
of the namo, as the Kaibartias. : 

‘The intervening plains end uplands appear to have boon held 
hy tribes on a somewhat higher level of civilization. From tho 
scanty roferonces mado to thom in later literature, it would soem 
that somo of thoso tribes ‘vero known as Odms and Utkalas, two 
tribes, which'in courso of timo, spread southwards, tho Utkalas 
boing absorbed in tho larger tribo of Odms, though they gave 
their namo to the land in Sanskrit works at least before the 5th 
century A.D. Gradually, they spread furthor south to Kalinga, till 
that land became divided between two main speeches, the Oriya 
and the Telugu, 

‘Tt eooms probable that before the 8rd oohtury” B.C., several 
cof the: Indo-Aryan castes, such as the Brihmans, Kehattriyas, 
Kerans and others, had migrated to Oxisse, which then formed 
part of Kalinga. In the Baudhtyana Dharma Stitre it is Inid 
down that tho man who has visited Kalinga must offer a snorifce 
in ponance; in the Mahabhirate pilgrims are asked to avoid 
Kalinga, and it also anys thot the Kshnttriyas in Kalinga hod 
become outcastes; while a similar statement is made in the Manu- 
Sanhita regarding the Kshattriyas who lived among the Odras. 
"Dhese references appear to point to the migration of several Indo- 
‘Axyan castes, end emong them there must have been Brahmans. 
‘Tho Mastins and tho Saruis azo probably the descendants of these 
carly immigrants ; they call themselves Brilimans, and wear the 
sacred thread, though they nogleot the nino sanekaras or ooremonies 
incumbent on Brahmans, and have taken to forbidden occupations, 
such as cultivating with their own hands, selling vogetables, eto, 
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As Orissa formod part of Kalinga before the conquest of zassx 
Asoka, its early history is merged in the histosy of that country. X170N0 
Kalinga extended, aocording to the Mahabbiraia, southwards from 
tho junotion of tho Gangos with the soa, the river Baitarant Katine, 
boing spooially montionod as in Kalinga; whilo, aooording 
to Pliny, it strotohod as far south as the promontory of Calingon, 
which has beon identified with the promontory of Coringa at tho 
mouth of tho Godavari, Tt was.an extonsivo, populous and fairly 
civilized kingdom. Some idoa of the vast number of its popula 
tion may be gathored from the Rook Baio XII, which begins 
with saying that whon Asoka oonquored Kalinga, 150,000 persons 
Wore oarriod away captive, 100,000 wore slain, and many times 
that number perished, ‘ho evidenco of the high standant of 
civilization and prosperity attainod in Kalinga is oqually striking ; 
clephauts wore specially bred for the royal for008, of which they 
formed a prominent part; diamonds of a special kind were quax- 
ried and exported; there was an entirely soparato mousure for 
modioines; cloth was manufactured and oxported in such quanti~ 
tios that Kalinga bocamo tho word for cloth in old Tamil ; and 
froquont soa voyages were mado to countries outside India, on 
aocount of whichthe Indians came to bo called Klings in the 
Malay Poninsula, 

As the rosult of tho bloody war montionod above, Orissa and 
Kalinga woro inoorporatod in tho ompire of Asoka in the ninth 
yeur of his roign, iz, in 262 or 2613.0, ‘ho horrors which 
‘accompanied this war mado a deop impression on the heart of the 
Viotorious monaroh, who recorded on tho rooks in imperishable 
words the sufferings of the vanquishod, tho remorse of the victor, 
and his oonviotion that the only trae conquest is that effooted by: 
dharna, or the law of pioty, and not by forve of axms. ‘With these 
odiots Orissa practioally emerges for tho frst time into the light 
of history. From them wo learn that the empire was divided. for 
administrative purposes into sovoral groat divisions, with a prinoe ’ 
in charge of each; and it was oonsidered.nocessary to place the 
extensive and nowly-conquered torritorios of Kalinga under a 
vigotoy stationod at ‘Tosili, which was probably some pleco now 
the modem Bhubaneswar in the Purl district, 

According to tho Purimas, tho Mausyan Empire lasted til ne 
about 180-170 B. 0. and Oxissa was therefore under the sway Mawr 
of its kings for 80 to 90 years, Dusing this time it must havo 
‘come into olosor relations with Northern India. Its inaccessibility 
‘was to some oxtont removed by roads lined with banyan and mango 
groves, with wolls and xest-houses, and by the arrangements made 
for tho greater safety of Government messengers and travellers 
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‘These mensures naturally facilitated an influx not only of 
offeials but also of traders and pilgrims, somo of whom eventually 
soltled in the land. ‘Hence in tho Mahabhixnta, ono finds lator 
‘yorsos declaring that there wore good mon in Kalinga, and that 
Arthas existed in that countay, thus withdrawing the bin Inia on 
travelling there. With tho Jainas Kalinga ranked sill higher as 
an Ariya country, and naturally 80, for ono finds tracos of 
their yxy emily residence in the land in tho sandstone hills of 
‘Udyagiri and Khandgivi, 5 milos noxth-west of Dirubaoswar, 
which aro honey-combod with their envos. 

Relgnot _Vrihadrath, the last of tho Mawyas, wns dothronod by 

Kilnwvels. genoral Pushynmitra, who founded tho Sunga dynasty ( 
180-170 B.C. ); and his ovorthrow having bought about tho 
disruption of the empire, Kalinga became independent. ‘This is 
evident from an inscription at Udayagini datod 153 B. C., which 
purports to narrate the carcer of Khéravela, king of Kalinga, 
‘This inscription shows that Khixevola mado Kalinga a power- 
ful empire. One of his fist ats was to assist tho king of tho 
Andhra country, i. ¢., the tract botwoen the Godavari and tho 
Krishnd, in fighting against his suzorain, tho Suga Empor 
Pushyomitra, in 164 B, O, Tho, invasion of Magadhé, iv., 
South Bihar, later in his reign indientes that tho Kalinga king 
nd become not only independent but aggressive. In this war 
successful expedition into tho heart of tho ompire led him to 
the capital, Pataliputra (Patna), on the banks of the Ganges, and. 
compelled the Emperor to suo for peaco and acknowledge his 
independonce. ‘The insoription also aifords good grounds for 
the belief that the king and his family had o leaning towards 
Jainism ; and his successors were apparently also adherents of that 












The Tn the second century A. D, Kalinga appears to have been 

‘Andina overshadowed and probably absorbed by the Andhras, to whose 

ral active influence the introduction of Buddhism may perhaps bo 
ascribed. ‘The Tibotan chronicles have preserved a tdition that 
the king of Otisha was converted to Buddhism, with 1,000 of his 
mabjects, by Nagarjuna, who is believed to have flouzished, about 
200 A. D., at tho court of the Andhras; and the conversion of 
tho people would naturally have boon facilitated, if Orissa was 
subject to that powerful dynasty. 

Manevan, From this time there isa gap of soveral centuries until tho 

ymiop, beginning of the seventh century, when we know from an 
insoription that the country of Kongeda to the south of Orissa bad 
been subdued by Sasinkn, tho powerful king of Gauda, Orissa 
must also havo acknowledged his sway, lnt shortly afterwards both 


‘snsrory. al 


countries were conquered by Siliditya Harshavordhana of Kanauj, 
8 devout adherent of Buddhism, who offered the Buddhist monk 
Tayasena the rental of 80 villages in Orisa, in order to induce, 
‘him to como from Magadha to his comt ‘and overcome the 
oterodoxy of tho priests of Orisse, who domied tho Nalanda 
octtine as tho “ sky-flower” system. 

It was during his reign that the Chinese traveller, Hinen 
‘siang, visitod Orissa (639 A. D.), and we have a short but graphio 
acount of the country in his records. The country, he says, 
‘was about 7,000 2i (a 4 is 4th to 3th of a mile) in crouit, the 
dlimate was hc, the soil was fertilo ond produced abundance of 
grain and frait. The people ware uncivilized, fall of staturo and 
ofa yellowish-black complexion. ‘They loved learning and applied 
themisclves to it without intermission. Most ofthem believed in 
the law of Buddha ; and there were some hundred monasteries with 
10,000 priests all studying the Mahiyana or the Great Vehicle, 
Dosides 50 Dova tomples frequented by soctaries of all sorts. The 
capital, which has boan identified with Jsjpar in the Cuttack district, 
lay 700 Zi south-west of Tamralipti (Famlik); on the south-west 
frontior was a miracalous monastery, called Pashpagin, situated on 
 groathill; andon tho south-east frontier, on the borders of th 
conn, lay a groat walled port named Charitra, 

On tho oath of Silditya, his eupire vas dismembered, and, be 
sot ahh Pa pl Send oe nl 
of Jegannith, Orissa was under the Kesari or Lion dynasty fro1 
the 7th to fhe 12th coatusy ALD. ‘Tho very existinoo of this 
dynasty is donied by several scholars, but in the Bhakti-bhagavata 
Mahakivyam, a Sanskrit poom of 1409-10 A.D., which gives a 
vory brief history of Orissa, itis di tated that the Kesazi 

ings preceded tho Gangas and that Udyota Kesari was ane of 
ee and two inscriptions of the time of Udyota Kesaxt have been 
iscovered, ono in the Nabamuni cavo on the Khandgiri hill and 
the other in the Brahmeswar templo at Bhubaneswar. M. Silvain 
‘Lévi, moreover, states that in the Japaneso edition of the Chinese 
‘Tripitakn is a translation of a part of the Buddhist Buddhavatam- 
saka Sitra, made by a monk in 796-98 AD, on a copy of the 
Siitra which was sent as a presont to tho Emperor of China by the 
king of U-tcha (Odm), and that this king is named in the letter 
of presentation as Sxi Mihesvar or Parama Mahesvar Mahérajé 
Subbakara Kesusi. Another Kosari king of Orisa, Kama Keeari, 
is mentioned in the commantary of the historical poem Ravnnpala- 
Charitam as having been defeated by Jayasingh, king of Danda- 
phukti (Bibéx): both the poom and the commentary aro belioved 
to be by the samo author, whowas probably » comtemporary 
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of the hero of the poom, Ramepila, king of Magadha, who 
flourished in the Intter half of tho 11th contuxy. 

‘The palm-leat chronioles attribute most of tho greab 
temples at Bhubaneswar to this dynasty, and this, if true, 
must plaoo it among the important dynastios of India, ‘The 
number and magniffeenoo of the xomains at Bhubenoswar and 
clsowhoro make it cloar that tho kings who exoctod those great 
‘works must haye held vast and populous dominions and boon ablo 
to command ample resowsces. ‘ho art of architecture and soalp- 
turo must heve been well dovoloped to ouablo such hugo and 
lavishly carved structures {o be designed and omstructed ; tho 
‘artisans must have reocived a good training, both mechanically 
and artistically, before they oonld have moved and laid in plaoo 
(without moxtax) such gigantio stone blocks, ox oould have pro- 
dacod the vigorous and often oxquisitely enrved figures, foliage 
and arabesque pattorns, which lend a charm to tho carvings 
adorning theso shrines, 

‘Those stately tomples show tho hold which Hinduism had 
obtained in Orissa by this time, but a few oonturios earlier Hinen 
‘Tsiang found Buddhism flourishing side by side with Hinduism, 
and his account is corroborated by the presentation of Buddhist 
scriptures to tho Chinese Emperor in tho oighth contwy. ‘Tho 
Mahayana typo of Buddhism, which tho Chinese pilgrim found 
in Orissa, seems to have boon supplanted gradually by the ‘Téntrik 
forms of the Magadha school, of which traces may bo found in 
the images which aro still to be seen in tho Assia Hills, ‘Tho 
caves at Khandgiti and Udayngiri. also boar signs of a Jaina 
revival, probably 2 rolex of the Jaine influence in the Western 
Deccan. Magnificent as aro those monuments, not a single 
literary work of this period has as yet come to light. Buddhist 
philosophy, however, was not neglected, as otherwise the monks 
would not have dared to challongo and decry the doctrines. taght 
in the groat Nalanda monastery. 

In the beginning of the 11th century, the Oholas, who had 
established a great empire in the Deocan, began to oxtend their 
power over Orisea ; but their conquests do not appoar to have loft 
any permanent mark on the country, being merely brief but 
successful expeditions, At the ond of that contury it was ofteotn- 
ally subdued by the Eastern Gangas of Kalinganagara (tho 
modern Mukhslingam in the Ganjim district), and the role of 
these, monarchs lasted till 1484-85, tho dynasty including altoge- 
ther .15 kings. Of these by far the most powerful was Choda- 
gange, who extended his dominions from the Godavari to the 
Ganges, and built the famous templo of Jagannath at Part, 
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Tho only notable ovents in tho reigns of the surcceding Mulan. 
sovereigns aro thoir struggles with tho Musalmins of Bengal, "Sie" 
and later on with the Bahmani and other Sultans. In 1205 came 
the frst Muhommadan incursion, whon Muhammad-iShiréa, an 
offic of Bakhtiyés Khilj, burst down upon the countxy, and this 
incursion was followed by many othors, In on inseription at 
Chiteswar in Outtack tho founder, a Brahman minister of Anango 
Bhima Dova (1211-38), claims to have fought with Yavanas, by 
which he probably means Ghise-nd-din Iwas, the fouxth Bengal 
Sultan, and with tho lorl of Tummina in tho Chodi oountry. 
Tho Taboknt--Nasin rooords in 124 fist a anid mado by the 
Orissan army, and thon a connter-raid of the Bengal king Tughil- 
i-Taghin Khan, which onded with his defent by the local levios; 
in 1246 the Oviyts votnlintod by marching northwards undar 
Saban-tar, who took Lakhnox, besiogod Lokimautf, and only 
raised tho eiogo on tho arrival of xeinforcomonts from Ondh and the 
Doth; and betwom 1247 and 1258 there wore threo battles 
‘botwoen the Oriyas under the same lender and the Muhammadan 
forces under Malik Ichtiyix-nd-dm Yurbok-i-Tnghril Khin of 
Bengal. Inthe last of theso battles tho Intter wns defoated, 
but noxt your ho again led his amy to tho south, and captured 
and sacked tho capital, Umunten, AML this fighting took plaoo 
during tho sign of Nara Sinha Dova, who is hotter known to 
postority as tho founder of tho bonutiful tomplo of Konarak, 
‘Tho objoot of most of tho raids was to sooo tho elephants 
for which Téjnagas, ns tho Mubammadan chronicles styled 
Orissa, wos famous, ‘Tho foray of the Bengal governor, Tughril 
‘Khin, in 1279 or 1280 resulted in tho capture of a great number 
cof thoso animals; in 1823 Ulugh Khia, the son of tho Delhi 
Bultin, Ghiis-ndalin Tughlik, took away 40 of thom; and 
similar results followed the inroads of the Balhmani Sultan, Firos, 
in 1412, and of Hushan-ud-din Hoshang, tho king of Malwa, in 
1492, The most remarkable of all, however, was the invasion 
of tho Delhi Hmperor, Fito Shih, in 1360-61, Leaving the 
boggago behind, tho Emperor marched on to Bihir, and then 
advanced rapidly through the jungles to Orissa. Crossing the 
Mahanadi, he occupied tho royal residence at Cuttack, and spent 
soveral days hunting olephants; ond when the Oriyé king sont 
envoys to suo for pence, ironically replied that he had nly come 
to hunt elephants and was surprised that instead of wolcoming 
him, the Rai had taken flight Finally, the latter sent a present 
of 20 elephants and agroed fo send a certain number annually as 
tribute, and the Emperor then started on his zeturn journey. It 
wis a disastrous march; the guides: lost their way, the amy 
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climbed mountain after mountain without finding any yoad, and 
it was not tll after 6 months that tho oxhaustod soldiers smoceeded. 
‘in making theix way into open country. 

In tho moantime, the Vijayanagara kings rose to powox, and 
Oxissa was exposod to attack from tho south: no less than from the 
north. On tho doath of the last Ganga king, his ministor, 
Kapilendradova, aided by tho noblos and thio Babmani Emporor, 
Abmad Shah II, soizod tho throne and founded tho Siixyavansa or 
Solas dynasty in 1485, Lo found tho forlunes of his kingdom at 
‘a very low ebb, but succeodud by constant warm in oxtonding its 
limits till it strotched from tho Gangos to tho Vennix. In Bongal 
Shame-ud-din Ahmad Shih was striving to keop up o tottering 
throno, and hore tho Oriyis extended their frontior up to the Granges. 
In tho south Tolingini was divided among a number of petty chiafs 
and Kapilondra overran and annexed tho country as far as tho 
Kyishnd. South of this river, tho last two kings of tho first Vijaya~ 
nagara dynasty, hnrassod by intonal revolt and bloody wars with 
tho Bibmani Sultans, woro struggling to uphold a sinking ompizo, 
"aking ndvantago of their troubles, tho Oxiyé king annoxed tho 
east oonst south of the Krishni as far as Udayagixi noar Nellore, 
and then movessfully rosistod tho attempts of tho Bahmani 
Bultins to crush him, In 1457 ho forood theix army to retire 
from tho siogo of Davarakonda, and 4 yours Intor, on tho donth 
of HumAyiin, xevagod thoir tomitorios up to Bidar, Knongotio as 
was his foreign polioy, ho showod no loss vigour in his internal 
administration. Ono of tho earliost measures of his roign was to 
remit the elawhidari tax paid by Brédimans and tho tax on salt 
‘and covries, to stop the rosemption of wasto and pasturo lands, 
and to istue ordors that all the chiefs in Orissa wero to work for 
the goneral good on pain of banishment and confiscation of their 


property, . . 

On tho doath of Kapilendn in 1470, a civil war ensued, but 
finally Parusottamadeva overcamo his rivals with tho help of 
‘Muhammad Shih IT, to whom he ceded tho southor districts of 
Kondapalli and Réjamahondri, His subsoquont attempt to 
recover thom led to an invasion by Mubammad Shih, but the 
Oriya king appoars ultimatoly to have rogained thom, and to havo 
extended his kingdom at loast as far as Kondavidu to the south, 
‘His pon, Pratiparudzadova, asconded tho throne in 1497, and had 
‘at onoo to march to the north to repel an invading amy sont by 
the king of Bengal, Aliud-din, and ton years Jator ho had 
again to drive out: another foreo which advancod under the Bengal 
general, Ismail Khin. In the south ho was engaged in constant 
wars with Nerasa, tho founder of the second Vijayanagesa dynasty 
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and with his famous son, Krishnariya, till the sragglo ended with * 
the cumin of lho taibory sath ofthe Kink by fe Oriya 

‘His kingdom was still futher reduood by tho lows of the 
tract ‘between the Krishna and Godfveri in 1622, when Kuli 
Kutb Shah, the founder of tho Goloonda dynasty, invaded Telin- 
gind ond drove out tho Oriya amy. Although, owover, the 
reign of Pratiparudmdova was one of tomporal doclino, it wit- 
nossed a great religious revival, owing to the sprond of tho Vish- 
auite doctrines, In 1510 Chaitanya, tho great apostlo of Vaish- 
navi, repaired to Orissa and thore dovoted tho rest of his days 
to the propagation of the faith ; he is said tohave converted the 
king ond soveral of his officers, but his preaching was not confined 
to tho cout, and tho purity of his lifo and dodines mado a 
lasting impression on the people generally. 

‘Phe Solar dynasty did not loug survive th death of Pratipa- rie Bot 
rudradeva, The powerful minister, Govinda Bidhyidhar, killed ¢ymty. 
his two sons ono after the other, and in 1541-42 seized tho throne. 

Tho short-lived Bhoi dynasty which he established only lasted till 
1560, and tho few years it covered wero spout in civil war, First 
Raghubhanja, the nephew of Govinda, revolted, but was soon 
Aofeated and driven out of the country by his uncle, On the 
oath of his son, whose unpopular reign ended about 1557, tho 
minister, Mukunda Dova, rebolled, and after killing the two last 
Bhoi kings and defeating Reghubbanjs, who hed returned at tho 
hhoad of a Bengal army, secured tho throno in 1560. ; 

Mukunda Dev, who was Telugu by bit was thal toe waioan 
pondent Hindu king of Orissa, which at this timo was in danger Dire 
from its powerful neighbours botli on the north and south. In 
1564 Tbrthim the Goleonda king was eager for aggrandivemeat, 
and in Bengal Sulaimin Karint was oqually anxious to extend 
his dominions by annexing Orism. In 1504-65 Mrkunda Deva 
condludod a treaty with the Emporor Akbar, which was intended 
8. counterpoise to tho ambitim of the Afghins in Bengal, 
bat this moasare did not long help tho Oriya king. In 1967 
Thrihim, who had invaded Rejémahondri unsuccessfully threo 
‘years provionsly, conquered the country as fur north as Ohictealo ; 

‘and next year Sulsimin Kasini, fuding Akber full} oonpied by 
‘wars in tho west, attacked Mukunda Deva, when he had marchod 
to the banks of the Ganges, and forced him to tako refuge in the 
frontior fort of Kotsama&. He then detached a part of his force 
under his Afghin gonoril, Dahabid Kala Pabir, who quiddly 
marched southwards through Mayiirbhanj, defeated the king's 
aepuiy, aod ranged Orie. AL this mote, one of he Origa 

chiefs raised tho standard of revolt, and heasing of this, Mukunda 
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” Deva hurried south to save his kingdom, but was defeated and 
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alain by the{ rebel forces, whoso loader was in his turn killed by 
tho Muhemmadan invaders. Raghubhanja escaped from tho 
prison in which ho had boon confned by Mukunda Dova and 
Altempted to socuxe tho empty throne, bub ator come four months 
desnltory fighting, his doath loft tho Afghins mastors of Orissa 
(1868 A. D.). 

Of tho intemal stato of tho countxy during theso Avo conturios 
of Hindu sovowignty, wo havo unfortunately vory little record. 
Both Buddhism and Jainism wore noglosted by the Ganga and 
tho Solar kings, and, if tho palm-loaf records can bo boliovod, the 
followers of those religions wore persoouted by tho formor Lin 
Tho Gangas did not, however, noglest the older Saiva worship ; 
and, though they did not build any temples themselves, their 
rich gifts to the shrines at Bhubaneswar shew. that they wore tho 
royal patrons of Saivism. At tho same timo, they seom to havo 
om catholic in their religious tastes, as tho grout Vaishnavito 
fae of Jagannath at Puri and tho massive sun-tomplo of 
‘Konarak wore built under their orders ; aud the Siryavanss kings 
followed in their footsteps, liberally endowing the Pari temple. 

‘Phe land was o land of plenty, producing abundanco of grain 
and fruit, but in spite of this plauty, tho people wero occasionally 
exposed to tho horrors of famine. ‘Iho palm-loaf chroniclos 
mention one such famino in the roigu of Kapilendradeva when tho 
price of a furan of paddy rose to 105 hakaus of cowsies, while in 
tho roign, of Prataparudradeva it was onco as high as 120 kaldus. 
Exoopt in times of distross, provisions wore oxcocdingly choap, 
cowsie-shells were the ouly modium of exchinge among the people 
generally, and thore was no demand for a gold or silver outoncy. 

‘The northern part of Balasore from the Kénsbins to the frontier 
of Bengal appears to have still boon in an undeveloped state, 
‘Though Contral and Southem Orissa are full of the great stono 
huildings erected by its kings, thero is a noticeable absonco in the 
north of any forts, temples, palacos or bridges which can be tracod to 
2 period earlior than the 16th centuxy. To that time must be attrib- 
uted the strong chain of foris at Raibania in the extreme north 
em comer ofthe district, just opposite tho place where the old 
Pathan rond orosses the Subarnarekha. ‘This oad, which runs 
poraliel to the Trunk Road bat nearer the hills, and which is left 
uncultivated by the peasants apparently from superstitious motives, 
‘was made or used at about tho sume time by the Afghins during 
their expeditions to Cuttack. Further evidenoo of the undeveloped 
state of the north of tho district is afforded hy the fact that 
tenures granted for the purpose of cloaring and settling forest land. 
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axe numerous there, while they are hardly known south of the 
‘Kinsbins, oxcopt in the hills; that it contains a large number of 
‘villages whose name begins with tho word Ban or forest ; and that 
thero isa marked provalonco of the aboriginal type among tho 
lowor classes.” 

‘With tho Muhommadan conquest Balasore cmoxged from its 
formor obsowity, and become the highway elong which tho 
‘Muhammadan armios pasiod and repassod and fonght tho'r battles. - 
‘Tho first invasion ofKalé Pahtr oan be traced by tho tombs of his 
captains, who fell in battle, and wore therefore dignified with the 
title of Shahid or mavtyr by the fenatical Musalmins. One of 
theso captains, Hitam Khan, was buried at Garhpadi, whore tho 
Bhuiyas enjoy a ront-freo gramt on condition that théy keep up 
his shrine; of Basta lies another, Shah Hnsaini Shahid ; at Ram- 
chandzapny, south of Garhpada, isa third, Muhammad Khin 
Shahid ; and at Remand, a fourth, Gulab Shah Shahid, from whom 
the large bazar of Shahji Patna fakes its nemo. Kali Pabir did 
not, however, make a long stay in the country. In the year 
following the conquest he took his departure from Orissa, “and 
Sulaiman Karin} entrusted the government of the oountxy to a 
Aoputy. Butho lett behind a Inge nnmber of his turbulent 
followers, mmy of whom settled af Kasbé, a suburb of Balasore, 
and af Bhndimkh aud Dhimnagay, whore their desoondants are still 
to bo found, 

Daiid Khan, tho second son of Sulaiman Kerinf, who suc- 
oveded to the governorship of Bengal, threw aff all allegiance to 
tho Emperor of Delhi and declared himself independent. In tho 
stragglo which ensued, Daiid Khin was driven out of Bengal by 
the forves of the Emporor Akbar under Munim Khin, and fled 
to Orissa, Hore he remained somo timo scouring the county 
‘otween Cuttack and Jaleswar (Fellasore), but at last Munim Khan, 
accompanied by the celebrated ‘Vodsr Mal, Akbar’s groat finance 
minister, forced him to give battle. ‘The armies met on the north 
ex bank of the Subarnarekha near the village of Tukaroi, where 
the battle-field is well known to the villagers, who fill oall it 
‘Mughalmari or the slaughter of the Mughals; it runs westward 
for some G miles from Jaleswar towards the river. Data Khin, 
‘was completely defeated ond fled to Bhadrakh, and when Munim 
‘Khin prossed after him, continued his flight to Cuttack, where a 
‘pose was concluded, Datid Khan renouncing all claim to Bengal 
‘and Bihar and roosiving Oriss as a fiof from the Mughal Emperor. 
Ho was left in possession of Central Ovisin as far as the Baitarant, 











Notas on the Hislory of Orises, by J, Beawes, J. A, 8.., Yo, 1, 1888, 


28 be DALASORE, 


Dut the tersitory comprised in the Balasore district was annexed 
to the sitdah of Bengal, and placod in charge of two thanadars, 
who wero stationed at Jaleswar ond Bhadrakh. 
Atiiio |For somo.yoars after this, Dalesoro, lying as it doos botwoon 
* Ouiinck and tho frontior of Bengal, beoamo tho theatre of the 
fighting botweon tho Afghins of Orissa and the Mughal forces. 
Nono of tho battles woro vory decisive, nor are there tcos 
of tho battlefields, though many places with Musalnin names 
in vaxions parts of tho district testify to tho ‘sottlomont of Afghan 
and Mughal invadors. In 1675 Datid Khan again rovolted 
and overran Bongal; but next your the Afghins woro dofentod, 
Daiid Khn was slain, and in 1578 Osis becamo a prov- 
ince of Akbar’s empire. No sooner had Todar Mal, who hed 
effected the annoxation, loft Orissa, thon tho Afghin remnant 
rallied forth from tho hills in which thoy had taken rofugo, and in 
1580 the Provineo again rovoltod. ‘ho sway of the Afghiins was 
extended as far noxth as the Rtipnixayan siver, bub on the dofont 
of their lender, Kutla Khan, in 1588, Balasore was left unmolosted 
hy these torbulent advouturors. Ié-was not, however, until Akbar 
sont another Hindu gonoral, Man Singh, against them thot any 
settled governmont was introduced. In a grout battle, fought 
Vike Mughalmini, on tho northem bank of the Subamarckha, in 
1692, ho crushed the Afghdns, who were thon driven out of 
Taloswar and forced back to Cuttack, whero they submitted to Man 
Singh. From that year Orissn was rogarded as a rogular part of 
the Empire, and the imperial wommissions appointing @ Governor 
of the Lower Provinces regularly include “Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa,” 

The Afghans, though defeated, wero not crushed. In 
1698 they ros under Usmin Khin, dusing tho absonco of 
‘Man Singh, defeated the Imperial-troops at Bhadrakhh, oooupied 
‘ great portion of Western Bengal, and again obtained possession 
of Balasore as far as the Subamarckha, Man Singh, howover, 
returned and defeated Usmin Khan, who thoreupon retired to 
Cuttack. ‘Thence he again sallied forth in 1611 with an mmy of 
20,000 horse, and encamped on the banks of the Subarnarokha, 
After a fieroo struggle, which appears to havo taken placo among 
tho marshos near Rajghit on the southern sido of the ziver, Usman 
was killed, his troops fled in disorder, and Shujaat Khin, the 
leador of tho Mughals, onterod Orissa as a oonquoror and finally 
annexed it to tho Mughal empire. ‘This defeat of tho Afghans 
virtually onded the shuggle betwecn thom and the Mughals, and 
Orissa remainod a province of the Empire till 1761 when it passed 
to tho Marathés, 
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During theso long years of fighting, in all their constant ratornal 
advanoos and retreats, “the Afghins appear to have regarded séminir 
Bhadrakh as their frontier, while Jaloswar was the frontier of the ™“"* 
Imperialiats ; and tho intormodinto countsy was n debatenblo 
ground, the cockpit of the rivel armies. With the poace which 
was now established, Balasore began to dovelop. When tho 
r Afghins oonsod to dosolato to land, it xapilly recovered 5 cultiva- 
tion oxpanded, and was further promoted by the grant to old 
soldiers of tho ompire of jagirs, such aa that at Dhammagar, where 
thote is a populous Muhammadan colony, the descendants af the 
original grantoos. yom this time too dates tho rise of Balasore 
‘ ‘as & commercial town ; the cloth woven there began to be famous; 
and a fow yonrs later tho English established thomselves as 
traders in tho district, It wns a favourite residence of the 
Mouhommadan govemor of Shujé-ud-din, Mir Taki Khan (1725-34) 
who built the masonry tank and reservoir, ond the mosque 
| and gardons known as the Kadam Rasiil. Ho is also said to have 
had a hunting place at Remuné, 5 miles from Balasore undor the 
+ Nilgiti Hills, where thore aro extonsive rains of Muhammadan 
tombs and buildings; the neighbourhood sill abounds with game, 
and the name, which moans a hnnting ground,'coufirms the legend. 
During tho last half osntury of the Mughal vale Oxissa again stunan- 
| Decamme a scene of anarchy. ‘The Governor of Bengal, in despair meds 
of being able to get in its revenues by civil administrators, made “"""""™ 
it over to soldiers of foriune, who. colleoted the Jand tax at the 
spear point, and kept baok as much of it as they dared from their 
distant master. As the lattor strengthened his power, however, he 
| sent his son-in-law to govern Oris and annexed the northern 
part to Bengal, the river Subarnarekh thus forming the frontir 
between the two Provinces ; but tho tntemal troubles which beset 
the Mughal Governmont provented anything like ascttled adminis- 
tration, and the peasantry were left at the mony of a succession 
of rade soldiers, who harried the Province and got together as 
much plunder a8 their brif tenure of office allowed thom. In 
1740 Aly Vardi Khin become Nawib or Viceroy of Bengal ; and 
tho Governor of Orissa having refused to acknowledge his autho- 
rity, he marchod south to orush him, and found his forces drawn 
up in battle array at Balasore. Mz. Beames* has identified the 
place where this battle took place with a spot about a mile north 
of the civil sation, where a long ridge of high land, then dothod 
‘with woods, slopes down into the marshes between the Nunia; 
and Burabaleng vivers near the villages of Hajipar and Dohopam, 
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‘Tho river smazounds this land on three sides, and in s0 strong a 
position Murshid Kult Khin, the Governor of Orissa, might long 
hove defied his adversary, who, being out off from the town, 
could got no provisions amd was in much distress. Murshid’s 
son-in-law, howover, rashly moved out to attack the Nawab, and 
the result Was a comploto Viotory for the latter, 

Mosiuis Shortly after this, (oh Marntis buast down upon Orissa at tho 

nest invitation, it is suid, of Mir Iabib, tho trenchorons Diwan of tho 
Governor. Drivon back from Bongal by Alt Vardi Khin, thoy 
mundo a stand at Balasore, and « battle took place on the high and 
now occupiod by tho civil station of Balasore, a little to the south. 
of tho camp of Murshid Kuli 1chim mentioned abovo. ‘ho battle 
went against the Marithis, who thon rotrentod on Cuttack, and 
thonco through tho hills to Beri, plundering ovorything thoy 
could Jay hands upon. In tho cold woathor of 1744 Raghujt 
sont another army of 20,000 horso into Orissa, Alt Vardi Khan 
met thom in Midnaporo, and being unable to oope with thom in 
the field, proposod nogotiations, invited BhiskurPandit, the Diwan, 
of Raghuji, and the principal offiosrs to an ontortainmont, and 
there murdored thom. Doprivod of its londors, tho army rotreated, 
in confusion through Balasore, whoro they wore much harassed. 
by tho poasantay, who maintained a guorrilla warfare and out off 
all stragglors without moroy. 

In 1745 Raghujt took his vovougo. Marching down upon 
Cattack, he overrm tho country, and rofusod to loave unlose 
ho was paid threo crores of rupoos. ‘Ho thon advanced to 
Katwa, but was mot and dofeated thoro by Alt Vardi Khin, 
on which ho returned to Berix, plundering as usual on the 
way. Attor this, ho was, fortunately for Balasore and Orissa, 
engagod in wars and intrighes elsewhere, though stray bands of 
‘Marithis mado thoir appearamoo in tho county from timo, to time, 
But in 1750 Janoji Bhonsla, tho son of Raghujt, was sont into 
Orissa with Mir Habib, and the two oommenoed the old system of 
plunder and extortion, Ali Vardi Khin now lost all hops of 
resisting the marauders, and gavo up to thom the whole provinoo 
south of the Subarnarekha, us well as the paryava of Patéspur 
north of thot river, the Marithés holding the provinoo as security 
for the chauth or tribute always claimed by them from conquered 
provinces, Next year, during Janoji’s occupation of Orissa, the 
fraitor Habib met his dosorls. Ho was charged with ombezzlo- 
ment by Janojt, who made him prisoner in his camp at Garhpada, 
con the borders of Mayiirbhanj, 15 miles north of Balasore, Habib 
having tried to escape with a fow followers, was hacked to 
pieces by the guards placed over him, ‘The place, where his camp 
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was pitched, is a small bazar ond village in pargane Gaxhpoda, 
which is still known as Habtbgonj, In 1755 tho whole country 
was finally and conclusively made over to the Marathis, and 
from that date till 1803 Orissa vomained a Maraths province. 

‘Wrotchod as tho stato of Oxissa bad boon unior the Mughals, te 
alulf-contury of doopor misny romainod for it; udor tho avers 
Marithis, ‘ho Mavithé prinoo had his oapital or gtunding earmp 
af Nagpur in Contxal India, and waged imewssnnt war upon his 
noighhours. His depatios, who wero constantly olmgod, and 
imprisoned on thoir roeall, struggled. to wxing out of Osisse—tho 
only penooful Provinoo of his kingdom—a suficioney to supply the 
military nocessitios of their master, All th offices comneoted with 
raising tho revenue woro sold to the highest biddor at the Maritha 
court at Nagpur. Every deputy who onme to Orissa had ruined 
himself in order to buy his appointment, und he well knew that 
the timp allowed him for rebuilding hie fortunes would be but 
short. From tho horeditary Orissn Prince he managed to wring 
about £130,000 a year; tho smaller proprietors he ousted without 
merey from thoir Inds; end ho Jaid heavy burdens upon the 
pilgrims of Jagannath, By dogrees those atrocities began to 
work their own cure, ‘The ponsmnt auilitin of Ovissa, strong in the 
notwork of rivers, defied the Maratha troops; and the collection of 
the revenue in tho hilly frontier simply reduood itself to an 
‘annual campaign, ‘in which,’ soya Mr. Stirling, ‘to say nothing 
of the expenditure of blood and troaswre, the Marathis wore noaly 
as often worsted as successful,” 

‘hero appears to be no trace of anything like a sottled admin- 
istration, The Marathi cavalry harried the comtay at stated 
periods onch year, and departed with the spoil ; and tho intemal 
organization of the villge communes formed {he only sort of civil 
govormment. Ench villago bad its soui-hereditary, somi-clective 
head, who ruled the hamlet and roprosonted it to the Maritha 
receiver. When the extortions of tho latter passed all bounds, the 
villago tomporized till it could got its headman out of his clutches, 
and then the whole community decampod with their oattle into the 
jungle. But though the swamps and forests yiolded on agylam 
from tho Maritht spearmon, the peasantry could nob fly from the 
consequences of thoir own fight. ‘he land Iny untilled, and 
any failure of the rico crops produced a famine. ‘Within soven 
ears {wo terrible scaritios afflicted Orissa. ‘The famino of 1770 
‘was intonsified by a mutiny of foreign troops. Whilo the poople 
‘wore dying by hundreds of thousands on every road side, the 

‘hie eeoont of tho MasBih vulo ie eondenaed from Ghat given tn Hin 
tistical Acsount of Cuttack. e 
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Marithi soldioxy throw up tho last vostigo of control, and for 
many months ranged Hike wild boasts woross the country. Seven 
yous sftorwands, 1777, snother great famino ensued; and ns the 
‘Mavithd powor at Nagpur deoayod, ouch party into which it split 
eparatoly hnxriod and plindoved thio Provinco, 

‘Taom. this torsiblo opprossion tho pooplo wore delivered hy tho 
conguost:of the eonntxy by tho English in 1803, ho English 
wore, howovor, no shangors in tho land, for thoy ad pottlod ab 
Balarovo somo 150 yous bofore. ‘Cho following reomnt of thin 
carly sottlomont is takon from Hunter's History of India, 

"Tho popular story of our sottlomont in Bongal is a protty ona, 
‘A. patuiotio sbip-surgoon, Mu, Gabriel Boughton, having oured 
‘an imperial princess of a sovoro burn in 1636, would tako no foo 
for himsolf, bit socuxod for his countxymon tho right to trade fr00 
of dutios in Bongal. It is fruo that Mv. Boughton obtainod an 
influonco ot tho Mughal Const, but ho did not go thoro until 1645, 
ani meanwhile the English had fixed themselves on the Bongal 
seaboard by no xommnco of Imporinl favour, but by sulforings and 
enduranos of a deepor pathos. ‘Tho dratt-tronty proposed by 
Sir T. Roo in 1616 had mentionod tho ports of Bengal as places 
roo to the English, and visions of trade with that distant province 
fitted before the Company's servants of Surat. Bongal was to bo 
opened to us, howoror, not by any plungo of the Surat Council 
into tho Bastar ¢erra incognita, but by the gmdual advanco of 
tho English up tho Madras cotst. ‘Tho “Golden Phirmaund” 
of the Golconda King in 1632 oncoumged tho Masulipatam 
factory to send a trading party noxthwal. Accordingly in March 
1688, eight Englishmen started in a native junk, ‘with a square 
sail, an oar-like rudder, and a high poop with a thatched houso 
built on it for a onbin,’ and rolled up the Bay of Bongal tll they 
reached the mouths of tho Groat Rivor of Orissa. ‘Thexo, on 
April 21, Easter Day, 1638, thoy cast anchor inside tho nud. 
Danks of tho Mughal customs-station of Hnrishpar, ‘Tho Hindu 
Port-offcor or “Roggor” (our soa-captain’s rendering of Raja) 
behaved with Indian courtesy to the strangers, But prosontly a 
Portuguose frigate steored into the haven, anchored close to our 
half-dooked boat, and got up a sonfile on shore, ‘whore our men 
doing oprest by’ multitudes had, like to havo hoon all slaino or 
spoylod, but that Lncklip the Rogger (é.¢, Lakshmi the Raja) 
rresoaod them with two handzed men.? 

“Ralph Cartwright, tho chiof morchant, leaving the bont in 
the joint protection of its crew and tho friendly Port-ollicex, pro- 
ceeded with a small deputation inland to the Moslem Governor of 
Orissa at Cuttack, at the delte-hond of the Mahanadi or Groat 
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River. Their mission was to ‘the Nabob of Bengal,” but our 
simple explorers looked on one native ruler as much the same as 
another, ond they thought that the Governor of Orissa would 
serve their purposes equally well. ‘Tho Kindness which they 
met with on their few days’ joumey up tho delta—kindnoss 
which Hindu hospitality showed to any stranger from a dis- 
tant land who came im poaco—impressod them deeply. ‘Tho im- 
posing otiquetto of the Court of Cuttack quickly brought them 
Task to a sonso of their position. ‘Tho Moslem Governor of Oris 
‘was morsly 1 deputy of tho Mughal Viceroy of Bengal. But he 
‘was a polite Porsiam who knoy how to oombin vwith 
stato, and with a certain simplicity, half military, half religious. 
By day the lord of a magnificont fortress-palaco, ab. night he 
slept: like a soldior in his tent, ‘with his most trusty servants and 
gusls about hima’ He rectived tho thro Raglithmen in bi 

of Publio Audionco amid oriental splendour; affably indined 
his head to Mr. Cartwright; then slipping off his sandal. offered 
“his foot to our merchant to kiss, which he twice refused to do, 
‘but at last ho was fain to do it.’ Cartwright presented his gifts. 
Before, however, he could Snish his petition for trade, ‘the King’s 
alone’ gore the signal for prayer, the glitting Court knalt 

down with thoir fuoes to the setting sun, and business ended for 
the day. Meanwhile, the palace had been lighted up with a blazo 
of countless tapers, and tho Hnglish returned to tho quartors 
assigned to thom in tho adjacent city of Outtaok. 

“"Tho picturesque nogotintions which followod read like a tale 
out of tho ‘Arabian Nights.’ Cartwright came with two distinot 
jects: rodressfor the Portngueso attack within a Mughal harbour, 
and aliconse for trade. ‘Tho Portaguese Captain lodged a counter 
complaint against our orew, and each of the litigants purchased 
the aid of powerful officials. Cartwright assorted his title to seize 
tho frigate on the bold ground ‘that all such vessels as did trado 
fon the ooast and had not a pass cithor from the Buglish, Danes or 
Dutch, wore lawful prize’ ‘The Poxtuguose Captain could only 
produce # pass from his own nation, which availed nothing, as the 
Magbsl Goverment loka on te Portage as pirates, and had 

the pusoting saben. sched hr cet ttlanenh Bengal. 
‘Avcordingly the Governor ‘made short. work vith the matter, 
‘and put us all out of strife presently ; for he confiscated both 
vessel and goods all to himselt” This was too much for the 
English tempor. To tho astonishment of the courtiers ‘our 
merchant rose up in groat anger, and departed, saying that if 
he could not have right here, he would have it in another 
place, And so went his way, not taking his leave of the 
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Naboh or of any other. At which abrapt dopartare they all 
adraized.’ 

“The Governor, rather amused than offended by his audacity, 
gave him three days to oocl down, and then ordered him into tho 
Prosenco, Cautwright Imow that his life and thoso of his compan- 
ions depended on 2 nod from tho State Cushion. Yot with o ator 
undaunted countenance’ he declared that His Tighness ‘had 
done his masters of the Honorable Company wrong, and by his 
might and powor had taken their rights from them, which would 
not bo so endured.’ This was a new languago to tho polito 
Persian. He inguired of the Indian merchants before him what 
sort of a nation it was that brod a man like that. 'Thoy answered 
that it was a nation whose ships were such that no ‘ vessel great or 
small’ could stir out ‘of His Majesty's dominions ; but- thoy 
would take them.’ ‘At these words the King said but little, but 
what ho thought is boyond my knowledge to tell you.’ 

“Tho result soon appeasod. ‘The Governor or ‘King? kept 
the Portuguese frigate, but on May 5, 1033, ho sotlod an 
order giving tho English an ample liconso to trade, Tt was 
addressed to Ralph Cartwright, merchant, and grontod him tho 
liberty to trafic and export, free of customs, at any post of Orissa, 
and to purchaso ground, erect factories, and build or repnir ships, 
‘Wo had now, by the cizeuit of the Indian const, re-ontored the 
provinces of the Mughal Empire and thore is no quostion of 
fortifeations, as on the unsettled seaboard of Southern India, 
‘All disputes wore to be brought before the Governor in person 
and dooided by him in open darbar, ‘because tho English may 
have no wrong (behaving themselves as merchants ought to do)."* 
Next day the Governor fensted the Englishmen and sent them 
contented away. ‘They built a house of business at Harihaxpur, 
ona channel half way down the delta, and, as they fondly hoped, 
Deyond the maleris of the swamps. Next month, Juno 1633, 
Cartwright founded the factory of Balasore further up the coast, 
and near the present boundary between Orissa and Bengal. The 
‘Masulipatam Council gave loyal support by sending on to him tho 
“Swan? with her whole eaxgo, just axcived from England; and 

©The beginning of our Gade with Oram To teutlly ssid ton Jarman 
canted tothe Foglinh a your Inter by to Eoperor siah Jahan, omfinny thom 
fo Pipit neor an old mouth cf tho Subaraarckhi river. Exhattive engulry 
renders ib doubtful whether auch  forman was ever inued; avd whether any 
Raglish factory wan bail ‘her ite authorisation, Captain Alexander 
Hanilton, however, who new the Tnian coast wll betwoen 1686 ant 173, peake 
of un Englohfuctty ao formerly exiting at Pit, who vive bad. by. tht te 
fila np. The explanation probably that oor Bnlsor fctny ha a oe ime na 
gency at Pipl, whic Itroonrbandonod, "Soo waoartelo on Pil in Chater xy. 
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on July 22, 1688, sho anchored off the Mughal customs-station 
of Harishpur. There she broke the silenoe of the swamps by fring 
three guns, but receiving no answer, sailed up the coast till she 
found Cartwright at Balasore. 

“Hverything seemed to smile on the adventurers, and they 
projected outlying factories at Puri in the southem extremity, 
‘and at Pipli on the northern boundary, of the Orissa seaboard. 
But thoir briot prospority onded in dimster and death. ‘The 
cargo of the ‘Swan,’ chiefly broadcloth and lead, found no 
purchasers at Balasore, and Iny for nearly a year unsold. ‘Tho 
Tuscious fruits and cheap arrack of Orissa formed temptations 
whioh tho English sailor could not resist, and during the rainy 
season tho deadly malaria of the swamps apt round their 
factory in the middelta as round a beleaguered city. Before the 
end of the year, five of our six factors in Orisin perished ; tho 
‘mortality among the sailors was terrible; and a sooond English 
ship sent thither had to mak» hor way to Madras with most of 
hor orew stricken down by fever, It is difficult for us now to 
roilige tho misories which our countrymen, with their Bnglish 
habits of eating and drinking, suffered in the stilling foroonstles 
‘and cabins of thoir ships, and in tho mat-huts which formed their 
solo shelter on shore, Eivon a third of a oentary later, when they 
hhad loaned in somo mossare to accommodate their dress and 
manner of living to tho climate, (wo luge English ships, after 
one year of the climate of Balasore, wore unable to put out te. son 
“oonuse most of their men wore lost.” 

“With their goods unaaleable and factors and soamen dying 
azonnd thom, the survivors clung through the rainy soason of 
1683 to the footholds they had won on the Orissa coast, But two 
now scourges wore addod to their miseries, The Portuguese 
pirates from the other side of the Bay of Bengal swooped down 
on tho river mouths: a Dutch fleet from tho Madzas const and 
tho Hastern Archipelago blockaded tho rondsteads with pinnaces 
of ten to sixteen guns strengthened by an occasional ship, 
Gaxtwright had to give. up tho iden of plating agoncie at tho 
northern and southern extremities of Orissa; his central 
midway down the delta fell into decay, due in part to the silting 
up of the siver ; and soon all that remained to tho English in 
Orissa was the unhealthy sottlement at Balasore. ‘The parent 
factory at Masulipatam hnd enough to do to keep its head sbovo 
tho all-engulfing wars between the inland king of Golconda snd 
his half-subdaed coast-rajes. ‘The company at home, in the grip 
of Oourt cabals, looked on the Orissa settlements as a new snd 
unprofitable burden which bad been thrust upon it. ‘Noone 
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eared abont thom; they wore distant, unhealthy, dangerous’ 
In 1041. the ship ‘Dyamond’ was ordered thither to pay off 
their debts.nd bring away the factors, 

“But in tho summer of 1642, after nino yours’ dospairing 
struggle for, oxistonoo, tho tide hogan to turn, Francis Day, who 
had just founded Madsns, visited Balngoro and protested that itis 
not ‘to be totally loft,’ After all, it lay within tho Mughal 
‘Einpixe, whoso sottlod order contrastod with tho wild dynastic 
confusion furthor down tho const, ‘Tho Madtas Council shrank, 
howover, from tho risk, and referred tho question homo. Mean- 
while the Company in London was exchunging tho makeshift 
rulo of Charles for the control of Parliament, In 1660 it 
resolved to follow tho oxample of the Dutch and to found a 
soltlemont in Bengal itself. Yot the porils of the Hooghly xiver, 
thon unsurvoyod and without lights or buoys, rondored it unsafo 
for laxgo vossels. ‘Tho Madras Council rosolved thorafore to make 
Balasoro a port of transhipmont, whonoo oargoos should be 
carried in native bonts round to tho Gangotio delta, and s0 up its 
doath-wostorn channel, tho Hooghly, to Hooghly town, about a 
hundred miles from the 600,” 

In 1687 tho’ Madras Council for the sooond timo rosolved to 
withdraw thoir factories from tho Bengal soaboord, but tho 
rettlomont was saved by tho policy of Cromwell, who in that 
yeur reorganized tho Company on a broader basis. A. commis. 
tion.go Bongal put down tho malpracticos which had sprang up 
‘and xo-ostablished the trade, Hooghly ~booamo tho hoad agenoy 
in Bongal, and Balasore was an out-fuotory undor its control, 
which was administored by a chief with throo assistants or ooun- 
aillors, a rogular subordination of authorities, and a oode of 
rules for tho conduct of life and business, 

‘Tho Portaguose had, however, established thomsclves in the 
istrict some time boforo tho English appeared there. ‘hoy 
had effeotod a sottloment at Piplt as early as 1699, and that placo 
was their chief port on tho seaboard. Tt was also a contro of tho 
Arakaneso pirates, who wore in leaguo with thoir Portuguese 
‘and whoso attacks crippled the Hnglish trade. ‘heir. loops 
haunted tho bay, and in 1638 when the Swan was in tho 
Bay of Bengal, some of thom suddonly attnckod het boat as it 
was boing sent ashoro for water, killed throo of her mon, and 
carried. off the rest to Pipli, which was a great slave market,” ‘The 
Portuguese had engaged to keop the Bay of Bengal clear of 
pirates, but: shamofully nogleoted their promise, aud this was thio 
‘ntise of their downfall, Furious at their piratioal raids and their 
rotiisnl to release the numerous slaves in their sorviee, Shah Jahin 
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at Inst determined to make an example of them, and in 1682 
Dosieged and took their eottloment at Hooghly, enslaved or oit- 
oumeised tho male survivors, and simt the faivost maidens to the 
haroms of the Imperial court. ‘The Dutch at one stepped into 
tho place of tho fallen Portuguese and established themselves at 
Pipli, ‘Tho Tinglish, on reaching Orissa  yoor later, did not at 
first vonturo to struggle with thom ar even with the Portuguese, « 
who still rotainod a cortain amount of power. ‘Tho ship which the 
first English adventuors mot at Havishpur hailed from Pipli; and 
8 wo have soon, tho Portuguoso ‘ with the assistanoo of some of tho 
ribble-rabble rascals of tho town? nowrly made an end of them 
there, ‘Tho English appear, however, to have been tho fast in tho 
fiold at Balasoro, whero the Dutoh soon followed them, It is not 
Known when tho latter first mado their sottlement there, but it 
‘appears that they aoquived a plot of land from the Nawab Matakid 
Khia, the Governor of Shih Shujé, who was appointed in 1645, 
‘Tho first mention. of thom ocours in 1664, when thero was a disputo 
with tho English about their respective boundaries, which was 
sottlod by tho Nawab Shaista Khan, Shortly afterwards, about 
1676, tho Donos also camo to Balasore, and about tho santo timo 
tho Fronch sot up yot another factory in tho town, 

Tn 1686 tho Buglish soltlomont at Balasore was oguin nonsly entre 
abandoned. ‘Tho Court of Directors, enraged hy tho way in which Sass, 
Shnista Khin, tho Viooroy of Bongal, oppressed their servants 
and hermssed their trade, and ignorant of tho -slrongth ‘and 
resources of tho Mughal empire, resolved to malo ‘war, pon it. 
Thoy aovordingly sont out a foot of 10 ships -under, Nicholson, 
‘with oxdors to prooood first to Balasore, remove the Company's 
orvants, and break up the fuotory, ‘Ho was then to capture 
Chittagong, advance up the Gangos to Daom, and there extort, a 
treaty from the Viceroy by foroe of amis, ‘This..wild scheme 
‘was doomed to ignominious failure, for Nicholson, under stress 
cof bed woather, was unable to put in at Balasore, and was 
driven northwards to the Hooghly. Here he’ found tho 
Bnglish fortunes at a very low ebb. ‘The Nawab had driven them 
out of Hooghly, and, headed by Charnock, they wore taking 
rofugo in the swamps of Sitamuti on the prosent site of Caleatta, 
‘Tho Nawab sent an army to crush this now settlément, and tho 
English, boing forced to abandon it, moved in-1687 to Hijili, 

Chamock now resolved to take . some -roprisals... ‘Tho 
frst’ Blow was" stuck by the ships at Balasore, ‘Tho . port 
is situated on the Burtbalang, a sinuous river doubling back 
‘upon itself in numerous loops, with an awiward bar a littl moro 
thon 2 miles from its mouth, Somo way up the stream coours & 
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projecting promontory, which frequently appears in the records of 
Oharnock’s timo undor the namo of the Point of Sand. The point 
eommands the river for miles, and was armod by tho Mughal 
rulers with a fort and battories, “Wost of it stood tho old town of 
Balasore; beyond this, still furthor up tho stream, was tho rapidly 
growing new town whoro tho Enropoans had ostablishod their 
fnctosies, ‘Tho hostile monsures of Oharnock had alarmed tho 
whole country round, Now Balasore was alive with horse- 
soldiers and foot-soldiors, and every Mughal’s house wes tuned 
into an improvisod fovtiftcation, ‘The ships wore drawn up in dy 
docks of mud under the proteation of the Point of Sand. ‘Tho 
Dattories wore armed. to tho teoth with guns taken out of tho 
‘eescls, But these preparations wore of no avail to stay tho altack 
of 170 British soldiors and sailors. In a singlo night the fort, was 
taken with small loss. On tho following day, the rivor boing clear 
of hostile ships, the Huglish easily maxohed up to tho new town, 
and after a short strugglo mado themselves masters of tho wholo 
plaos, burning and destroying all bofore them. For two days now 
Balasore was given ovar to tho spoilore, ‘They broko into tho 
King’s oustom houso; thoy plundored the private merchants; and, 
returning to tho old town, burnt all tho shipping as it lay in tho 
docks, ‘Iwo vossels arriving at the mouth of tho river, one belong- 
ing to the Prinoe, and the other to the Nawab, with four elephants 
on hex, wore seized aud mado prizes, Satiaiod that enough had 
eon done to vindioato thoir honour in tho oyes of the poople of 
Balasore, the English dotormined to loavo,. bub thoy wore not 
allowed to got off scot-froo, Whilo wailing at the mouth of tho 
tiver for @ favourable wind, a long boat with a orew of 17 mon, 
was surprised 2, miles up the countxy, and all tho mon taken 
exoopt one. The heads of threo of the prisoners wero cat off and 
stuck up at Hooghily.”* 

Fortunately for the English, this littlo filibustering expedition 
vwas passed over with mild contempt by the Mughals ; the Emperor 
Aurangzeb, who was then engrossed hy his great wars in Southern 
India, is said to have contented himself with moroly calling for a 
map in order to discover where Hooghly and Balasore wero 
situated. 

Afier (his, Charnock moved up tho Hooghly to Silénutt, 
where he again bogan to build a factory. Horo in 1688 tho 
English wore found living in a few hovels by Heath, who came 
from England with orders to tako off tho survivors and sail for the 
conquest of Ohittagong. Having taken thom on board, Heath, a 
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ot-headed swashbuckler, made for Balasore; and after somo 
fruitlow negotiations plaoed tho bulk of his troops on small sloops 
‘and ascended the Burabalang, ‘Tho noxt dey Oharnock and those 
with him in the ships oould hear the rattlo of the English masketry 
auswered by tho booming of the enomy’s piooes of ordnance. In 
‘Joss than threo hours the great guns were silonoed, and flames and 
smoke wore soon sising up inland. Boats bringing buck nows of 
the fight soon followed. ‘The English had londed under the cover 
of somo clumps of cooo-palms, dispersed a body of horso and foot, 
and with a rush carried the great battery which guarded tho river 
and the Point of Sand, on which they hod hoisted the king’s flag, 
‘All the artillery and stores had fallen into their hands, and. they 
‘were alzeady shipping off the ammunition, The viotors were 
sesting on tho Point, and intended to march up to now Balasore 
that night. ‘Their loss was only ono killed and six wounded, In 
the attack on the town which took place noxt day the soldiers, 
According to tho povoe party, committed great excesses, ‘They 
mado no difference between friends and foes, Ohristiens and nou- 
Christians, mon and women, but l-troated all alike. ‘They failed, 
moreover, to resoue their oountsymon, for the Governor on heating 
of their approach bunt the Hnglish factory, and carried off the . 
factor up comiay. They ware never heard of again, and Hoot 
sailed away to Chittngong.* 

Balasore remained unoooupied by the English for somo yoars 
after this, but they apparently retumed after 1690, when Anrang- 
wh granted a néw farman for tho re-establishment of their 
factories in Bongal, ‘Thoro is, however, no record of thoir fortunes 
until tho land began to bo overrun by ,tho Marathis. ‘Thenox 
forward tho same {ale of the injusy to trade and of tho desolation 
causod by tho Maratha raids is constantly xepested. In 1748 wo 
find Mr, Kelaill, the Resident at Balasoro, roporting that the 
Marithis had attacked tho factory ai Balrimgichi at the mouth of 
tthe Balasore river, but that they had boon repulsed by the Nawab, 
who had pursed them into Cuttack. In 1750 tho Resident 
complains that owing to the disturbances he could not “ 
any ready-money goods as the weavers or groater part of them have 
‘been obliged to abscond.” ‘Three years later ho sont a requisition 
for 1,500 ox 2,000 maunds of rico ‘becnuso of the great scarcity 
caused by tho savages of the Maxathis whohad plundered Balasore 
and then gono off into the “Nellegroon” (Nilgiri) hills, In 
1757, according to ono account, the English fugitives took refuge 
ab Balrémgéchi on tho capture of Caloutta by Siraj-ud-daula, 
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In 1766 tho first Maratha Sibshdar, Sheo Bhat Sintra, was 
mt to administer the Provinco, and after him thore was a sicces- 
sion of Deputies who did their bost to wring what they could out 
of tho people, ‘Tho town of Balasoro itsolf sooms, howovor, to 
havo boon bonofited by the residence af tho MaréthA oflicials. 
‘Tho suburb of Bhaskurganj was apparontly named after Bhaskar 
Pandit, 0 Maratha Faujdi, who was caplurod ond carsiod off 
to Nilgini by tho rofmmotory Raja of that small principality. 
Amothor Poujdir, Lala Kishor Rai, is suid to havo founded tho 
Lala Boar near Barabiti in the town, and to havo built a 
Baraduari or twelve-doored palace near that placo; Motiganj, now 
the contre of tho town and the principal market plaos, was 
established by Motirim about 1785 to 1790 ; and tho last Funjdar, 
Mayura Pandit, commonly called Moro Pant, lived on tho site 

whore the Jagannath tomplo now stands. 

Outside the limits of tho town, howover, the peasants wero at 
tho meroy of xapacious tyrants, who stxippod tho countyy hare. 
‘The people still remombor the timos when bands of Dargis, as tho 
Marth horse wore called, ranged through the country-side, 
ravaging ond plundoring under protext of collecting revenue. 

They wore not bloodthirsty, their object being merely plunder, 
but of that they wore insatiable, and their methods of soouring 
it woro baxbarously cruel. All oases wore tried vorbally, no 
record of any kind being Kept, and culprits wore sentenced to 
be tied to the heels of a horse, which was thon flogged through 
the streets. Others wero bound, smoarod with sugar, and exposed 
to tho attacks of ants and other insecls. Others again had 
their fingers tied togethor, and wedgos of iron insorted botweon 
thom. It is small matter for wonder that to this day tho poasmt’s 
name for anarchy end oppression is “Maréthé Amal,” ond that 
when the English appeared upon the scone, the Marathas were 
left to fight their own battles unsupported by the people. 

Rogiis When war at last broke out with the Marathis, it was 
Conquest. xesolved, a8 a part of the general operations, to drive thom out 
of Orissa, and a small force of 3,000 men under Colonel. Harcouxt 
marched from Ganjam and took tho town of Cuttack. At 
the same time, a detachment of 500 native troops, 21 artillery- 
men and four 6-pounders under Captain Morgan sailed from 
Fort William for Balasore. ‘They amived in threo ships, and 
Innded at Jampnda near Gabgion, a village adjoining old Bala 
sore on the east, and about 3 miles below the prosont town. ‘They 
then advanced along the bank of the river, and owing probably 
to the difficult nature of the ground, were not opposed by the 
‘Morithis till they got close to Balighat just below Barabati. 
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‘Hore 9 band of horsemen hore down on them, and in the 
skirmish which ensued, one European soldier was killed. ‘Tho 
English then rushed forward and attacked the Maratha fort, 
of which thoy soon took possossion (Soptombex 2Ist, 1803). ‘Tho 
‘Mavithis appear to have mado but a faint resistanoo, and quickly 
Aisapponrod. Immodiately after this, a drum was boaten in all the 
bazars announcing that the Hnglish had taken possession of the 
Province and would protect all who behaved themselves ponceably. 
‘Morgan then sont on a small detachment, which dislodged a party 
of tho onomy and oostpied Soro, and Mayura Pandit retreated 
incoutinoutly to Cutinck, plundering the xyvis as he wont. 
Anothor detachmont of troops under Colonel Fergusson then moved 
from Jaleswar, arrived at Balasore without any opposition, and 
marched on to join the main body at Outtack ‘The inhab- 
itants,” aooording to a despatch* of the Marquess Welledey, 
« afforded overy assistance to tho British troops on their march ond 
exprossed tho utmost satisfaction in tho prospect of being speedily 
rolisved from tho oppressions to which they had been uniformly 
subjected by tho Maritha Government and of being placed under 
the protostion of the British power.” A fow days afterwards this 
prospect became a reality, for with the ompture of Cuttack on 
tho 10th October 1808 the whole of Orissa passed under the 
British rule. 

Balasore was mado a contre of quasi-military ‘administration pomaea. 
for somo time after the conquest, Caplain Morgan being placed 70% o7 
im chargo of tho distriat, at Arst morely as tho offer commanding Meraics. 
‘at Balasore, but subsequently as Collector, Magistrate, and Salt 
and Customs Agent. Under him there was » native amid or ool 
lector of revenuo at Balasore, and threo more at Soro, Bhadrakh 
and Dolgrim. Ho exercised authority between the sea and the 
hill States, but to tho north all the parganas beyond Nangaleswar 
and Satmalang formed part of tho old Bengal district of Midna- 
pore, and to the south the limits of his authority wore ill-defined. 
Tn 1804 he mado over charge to Mr. Ker, who was designated 
the Collector and Magistrate, Northem Division of Cuttack, and 
appears to have exercised jurisdiction as far south as tho Brahman 
river. Mz. Ker procooded to make the fret eettlomont of the ooun- 
try, but this settlement did not go beyond Basti to tho north, as 
Taloswar was ander Midnapore, and the country east of that placo 
came under a separate arrangement. ‘This tach of county 
etwoen it and the sen was called the ‘Maratha Mahals” 
md consisted of the puryanas of Pataspw, Kamardachany and 
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Bhograi, together with the smaller mahale of Shahbandax, Napo- 
chaur and Kismet Katsihi, ‘This chargo was abolished 12 months 
aftor its formation, for in 1805, after completing this settlomont, 
Mr, Ker mado over chaxgo to Ms. Webb, who was appointed Qol- 
lootor of all Oriana, or as it was callod tho district of Outtack. For 
24 yours attor this tho whole Provinoo formod but ono district, 
anving its hoed-quastors at Purl until 1816, when Cuttack was 
‘mado tho eapital. From 1806 to 1821, Bolasoro was administorod 
from Cuttack, and had no soparato xovenno offcar ; but in 1821 
4 Joint Magistrato was stationed at Balasoro as tho doputy of tho 
Magistrato of Outtack, his duties boing chiofy tho trial of oriminal 
casos and the superintendence of police. In 1827 Balnsoro was 
constituted an independent Colloctornte undor Mr. TH. Ricketts 
and in 1828 Jajpur and Bhadrakh wore attached to it, Jajpur 
boing subsoquontly transferred to Cuttack. On tho north, a 
perplexing orios of transfers and rotransfors of parganas or fiscal 
divisions wont on for a long time botween Balasore ond Midna~ 
pore, somo boing tronsferred backwards and forwards as many as 
threo times. ‘Tho distriot fnally aoquired its presont dimensions 
in 1870, when tho northor boundary was defined, and tho 
Baloat and Dhimra rivers were made. the southern limit of 
ore. 
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OHAPTER II. 


‘THE PEOPLE. 


Viiok to 1872 no regular consus of the distxiot had oyer boon Grows 
akon; but sovoral xough attempts were mado from timo to timo 9,20FP* 
to ostimato the number of inhabiton(s. Attor the great cyclones 

of 1831 and 1832, in which moro than 22,000 persons aro said to Hay eat. 
have perished, the population was estimated at 450,000. Subse- ™** 
‘quently a largo area was transfered to the distxict from Midna- 

pore, and tho village chaukidare wore ordered to report the 
number of inhabitants in enh village. ‘Tho result of this enum- 

‘exation was to disclose a population of 463,750. A rough consus 

of tho inhabitants was noxt takon in 1840 for the Survey offioors, 

which gevo an ostimatod population of 651,000 souls. In 1866 

tho population was estimated at 782,000 ; and after the famine 

of 1866, tho surviving population was estimated at 485,000. 

‘Tho first consus which oan bo regarded as in any way approxi- Census ot 
mating to the trath was that of 1872, by which time the popula 18% {01 
tion had increased materially, owing both to the return of those 
who had fled from their homes during that great calamity, and to 
the growth natural to a poople reoovoring duting: a series of pros 
perous years from the famine which had decimated their numbers. 

‘This consus disclosed a total population of 770,232 souls with an 
average donsity of 378 porsons to the square mile. If the estimate 
made in 1866 was correct, the advance was no less than 59 por 
cont. during the succeeding six yours, but this mto of growth 
would bo 60 phenomenal that thero oan be little doubt that that 
estimate was very much too low. In 1881 it was found that tho 
population had inoreasod by 22 per cont., and amounted to 
945,280, the pressure of the people on the soil having xisen to 453 
persons to tho squary mile, "This inorenso was due partly to 
improved ouumeration and partly to recovery from tho losses 
caused by the terrible famine of 1866. ‘Tho next decade witnessed 
a greatly diminished mato of progress, the total number of persons 
recorded in 1801 being 994,675 or 5 per cent. more then in 1881, 
‘This inoreaso was very evenly distributed all over the distriot 
except in Jaloswar and Ohémabali thénos. In tho former .thina, 
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whore thore had been a decade of malarial fevor of a vory malignant 
type, the population was practically stationary ; in Chandbali there 
‘was an incroaso of no less than 11 por cont. owing to tho develop- 
mout of trade and tho reclamation of waste land, 

During tho noxt decade conditions were gonorally favourable, 
and tho only disastor was a high flood in 1900, which dostroyod 
crops and catilo, but oansod vory littlo loss of lifo. ‘Tho rosull was 
that in 1901 tho population had increasod to 1,071,197 or by 7-7 
per cont, sinoo 1891, in syito of a loss of from 1 to 2 por vent, iu 
consequence of omigration. ‘The population of tho Ohindbéli and 
Bisudebpur thinas showod the greatest development; both those 
thinas, which are on the soa-shore, contain much land fit for culti- 
vation, and tho absence of destructive cyclones has encouraged 
reclamation. Dhamnagar in the south-oast showod a slight loss of 
Population, which, however, is probably only temporary. Tt was 
due to the destruction of the crops by floods shortly boforo the 
census, which causod many of the males to go to othor districts in 
search of work, in onder to tide over their temporary diffialties, 
‘This explanation is confirmed by tho figures for each sox, the 
falling off being confined to males, while the femalo population is 
groater than in 1891. ‘Throughout tho rost of tho distriot tho 
rato of increase was uniform, varying from 7:9 por oont, in 
Taleswar to 9 per cont, in Bhadzalch, 

‘Tho average density of population is now 514 persons to tho 
square milo, and it will thus bo soon that tho prossure of tho 
people on the soil has increasod vory groatly since 1872, when 
there wore only 374 porsons to cach square mile, ts oxtont is 
Astormined very largely by tho physical aspoots of tho difforont 
portions of tho district, Balasore at its greatest width is only 
40 miles, broad from east to wost, and every thina contains con- 
siderable arcas of saline soil or uncultivated laterite, thero being 
no police circle which is not either littoral or submontane. The 
density is as high as 662 and 591 persons to the square mile in 
thinas Bhadmkh and Dbimnagar, which contain only a little 
hilly country and march with the fertile central plain of Outiaok 5 
it is a8 low as 302 porsonsto the square milo in the maritime police 
circle of Chandbali, a large part of which is a prairie of high grass 
ierging on the sea-ooaat in a mangrove forest like the Sundarbens 
of astern Bengal. Nowhero, however, has the growth of the 
people been greater than in this thina; in 1872 it supported 
only 178 persons to the square milo, and the density is therefore 
just.70 per oont. as great as it was 30 yoars ago —a result due to 
‘the development of the port of Chindbéli and to the expansion of 
cultivation generally. 
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From the fact that in the consus of 1901 the namber of sigratin, 
persons born in Balasore who wore enumerated elsewhere in India 
was 61,760, and that only 29,470 persons bor elsewhexp were 
enumerated in this district, it will be apparent that the number of 
omigrants is far in exooss of the number of immigrants, Large 
numbers are atteactod to the sparsely inhabitod Native States 
forming the western boundary of the Division, whore much atablo 
land is afi unocoupiod, and sottlo thore, Others go to Caloutta 
nd its neighbourhood to serve as palki-boarers,, drwane and 
labourers; muatives of the distriot aro fond working’ as cooks and 
omostio sorvants throughout Bongal; and numerous emigrants go 
to tho Sundarbans as cultivators and flold-labourors. ‘This over- 
flow is, howover, mostly tomporary or poriodo, and its most notioo- 
able feature is the very small proportion of women accompanying 
fhe men, only 2,000 of the 10,170 emigrants enumerated in 
distant parts of the Provinoes being women, ‘Tho men mostly go 
for a short timo in tho slack season whon agricultural operations 
ro at a standstill, and roturn with thofr snvings at tho breaking 
of tho monsoon in. ordor to cultivato thoir ancostral holdings. ‘Tho 
advent of the zilway has naturally afforded fax greater facilities 
for communication with the outside world than previously existed, 
‘and has greatly stimulated migration. Nativos of the district 
employed in Bengal roturn homo at much moro froquent intervals 
than formerly, and, on tho otherhand, the number ooking employ: 
mont olsewharo has grently inoreased. At tho last census it was 
found that tho number of male emigrants, i, of natives of tho 
district domiciled clsowhero, was. 4,000 more than in 1891. ‘Tho 
‘volume of immigration, on the other hand, always vory emall, has 
diminished ; and the groator number of immigrants come from the 
adjoining districts, ‘They numbored 24,870 in 1901, while tho 
immigrants from other parts of Bengal amounted only to 1,760 
and thoso from outside the Provinoo to 3,330. 

‘Thoro aro only two towns, Balasoro and Bhadrokh, with towns ant 
population of over 6,000; ond the total number of their inhab- vilnges 
itants is only 39,400 or 87 per cont. of the population. ‘Tho 
remainder of the people are clustorod together in 2,858 vi 
‘The people have hitherto developed no tendency to collect into 
cities; no new ootres of industry havo sprung up; and the mpid 
Aovelopment: of oommeroe and manufactures which is so powerful 
1 frotor in the increnso of urban population, is as yet unknown, 
‘The Oriya appears to have an inherent aversion. to town lito; ho 
will not voluntarily leavo his hereditary fieds, and even when 
forced to botako himself to a town, he strives to reproduce: his 
village life in his new surroundings. ‘The towns aro mero 
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collections of hamlets, sometimes clustering into crowded streots 
and bess, but in many places separated by clumps of trees 
and rice-flelds. Village lifs goes on in the heart of Balasore, 
just as it doos in the remotest homestead. The cows aro driven 
forth in the morning, and come back at night, In harvest time 
the ballocks trend out the com, and eager families busy thomsolves 
in piling up xico-stacks, within sight of tho markot-plneo. liven 
among the shopkoopers nealy overy man has his litile patch of 
Jand, to whioh ho olings with all the fondness of a 1Tindu ponent, 

On the avornge, there is one village to evaxy two-thirds of a 
mile and the population of each is 807. ‘The averngo size of 
village is ‘about 800 acres and varies from 490 acres in tho 
Daeudobpur thin to about 250 acres in the north of the district; 
gonally speaking, the villages in the south are half as large 
again as in the north, 

Tuces. Tho vast majority of the people are Oxiyis by birth, but thero | 
is an influential minority of Bengalis, who, as zamindars or 
traders, have prctically acquired a domicilo in the district, or as 
Government servants have mado it thoir temporary homo, "Along 
the western bovder thero is a fair sprinkling of sboxiginal hill : 
tribes, such ag Santas and Bhumijes ; amd the ports of Balasoro =< 
and Chindbali have attractod a oortain number of Telugu immi 
grants from the Madms Presidency. ‘The Maxithis, who held 
the country for upwards of half a contmry, have almost entively 
Aisnppenred ; there is only one family of that xaco in the distri, 
and that family has adopted the Ohtistian religion, 

Cuusorm ‘Tho Oriya has long had an unonviable reputation as a Weak, 

suing, effeminate and stupid creatiro; and carly writers almost ali 

"condemn them. It is said that they “prefer dist and somity of 
food with idleness to cleanliness and plenty with hard labour” 
that “industry end enterprise are as foreign to them as opium: 
eating and noon-day sleep to tho English husbedmen"; 
thot “ there are fow, if any, districts in India where the natives 
are 80 listless and idle as in this—as long as the poorer classes have 
food enough to ent from day to day, they will not oxert thom. 
selves to get more or make provision for an ovil hour; henco the 
misery, disease, and starvation occasioned by a dearth of grain”, 
‘This unfavourable estimation of their charnoter was forcibly 
expressed by Stivling, who, writing in 1822, says:—*The Oorins 
a8 nation are justly dosoribed by Abul Fal to be very offeminato, 
that is they are extremely defoient in manly spirit, thelr figures 
are slight and delicate, and tho costume of tho males has litte to 
istinguish it from that of the fomales, except the difforont manner 
of wearing the cloth fastened about the loins, ‘They are moreover 
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equally ignorantand stupid. Orissa might be termed the Bestia 
of India, with reference to the intellectual dullness of its inhabit 
ants, ns compared with th people of any other province, A 
striking proof of tho estimation in which their onpnoity has been 
over held is the fact, thot in all ages and under all Governmonts 
sinco tho downfall of tho Oxissan monarchy, tho principal offiial 
employments thronghout the province have been engrossed by 
foreignors—by Bengalis north and Telingas south of the Chilka 
Lako— owing, I really bolieve, in a great measure to the difficulty 
of selecting rom its indigenous population, persons properly 
qualified for trusts of difficulty arid importance. ‘The mas of 
the poople aro little prone to the commission of orimes of daring 
‘and heinous chamoter, as might be inferred from the feminine 
spirit above asoribed to them ; but they are well versod in all the 
arts of low cunning, dissimulation and subterfuge, and the love 
of intrigue forms a prominent feature in their charscter, however 
clamey many of their attempts to mislead or circumvent. Tn 
justice however to tho bulk of, the agricultural population, it 
ust be said thot the xyots are extremely industrious, though 
they work with little spivit or intelligence, and altogether tho 
Oorins of the plains, whatever thoir faults, are certainly the 
most mild, quict, inoffensivo, and ensily managed people in the 
Company’s provinces. ‘They fumish too a valuable class of 
servants in whom the virtues of fidolity and honesty (accor 
ing to their own conception of those qualities) are conspiauons,”" 
‘Expetienoo hus proved that the character of the people given by 
Stiling was written in ignorance of the Oriya charaoter ; he wae 
too honest: to misrepresent, too just to be prejudiced against 
them, but coming in contact only with those who under excited 
passions woro ongaged in law-suits, he did not know the people, 
It is true that they are ignorant, superstitious and priestridden, 
and havo less natural ccuteness than the Bengalis, But they 
are not so prone to litigiousness and deceit, and they evince moze 
gratitude for kindness. ‘They have proved’ themselves to possoss 
great aptitude for publio business, snd their uprightness in offfees 
of much responsibility and besot with very great temptation has 
plaood them in the first rank of our native subjeds for trust. 
worthiness and honesty. ‘To this it should be added that tho 
Oriya bearers are industrious, sobor, faithful and trustworthy, and 
that thoy will follow a kind master to all parts of India. On the 
other hand, it is true that the Inbouring classes and the lower 
castes of cultivators are somewhat dull-witted, but it is doubtful 
if the Bihiri peasant or the Bongali ryot is montally tho superior 
of the Oriya, Among the moro edcated classes the Brahmans 





48 ‘DALASORE. 


are obstinate and bigoted, but they aro of a refined and intellectual 
type; and tho writer casto of Karans, or as they are called locally 
tho Mahantis, have as high a reputation for noutenoss as tho 
Kayasthe of Bihar, ‘Tho old ropronch of unfitness for Govorn- 
mont omploymont, con no longer be levelled against thom, ‘The 
purely foreign clomont has almost disappeared from among the 
ministerial establishment; and even tho domiciled Bengali who 
has adopted.the countxy a8 his own in losing ground hoforo the 
advancing nativo of Oris, Young Oriya gradnatos passing out 
of the Ravonshaw College at Cuttack aro ontoring tho Subordinate 
Hixooutive Sexvioo; and at tho prosont xato of rooruitmont, 
‘héro will in a short timo bo a staff of Oriya oflicors sufficient for 
the requirements of the whole Division. 

Gonorally speaking, tho poople axe kindly and good humonred, 
casily controlled and romarkably law-nbiding ; they axo givon only 
to committing tho pottiost of orimos, and in many ways rooall 
the old idoa of tho mild Hind, Outside Orissa thoy have 
‘a reputation for good work os domestio servants, poous and 
coolios ; and their zendiness to migrato and find omployment as 
carpenters, punkah-pulless, pélki-boarors and in othor kinds of 
lubowr roquiting physical rather than montal eapacity sooms to 
show that they aro not altogether sunk in tho stagnation which 
carlior writers havo attsibuted to thom, ‘ven tho literato classes, 
howover, display a want of enterprise, slowness, and hopoless 
conservatism which are in marked conteast to tho vomatility of 
their Bengali cousins; and an inborn love of enso and dislike of 
hhard work appoars to permoato all classes. 

In. justioo to tho Oriyds it should bo remembered that for 
ages they have boon # conquered nation, and that within the last 
fow centuries thoy suffered at the hands first of the Mughals 
and then of Marithi conquerors. From tho end of the 17th 
century they were continually hosried and opprossod; and 
miserable a8 their lot had bon under the Mughals, it was 
worse under the Maréthis, ‘Tho misrule of theso maranders 
presonts a dismal scone of extortion, desolation and sapino ; their 
cavalsy harried tho countzy at stated poriods each your; and, to 
quote Stirling’s Acooant, “their administration was fatal to the 
welfare of the people and tho prosperity of the oomtry, and 
exhibits «picture of misrale, anarchy, wonknoss, xapnoity’ and 
vviolenco combined, which makes one wonder how  soaioty oan 
have Kept together under so exlamitous a tyrmny.” Tt would 
have been strange if the Osiy& chaxaoter had not boon affected by 
this tyranny ; and it is not ‘mmprising that tho hittor experience 
of their forefathers should havo disooumged thrift, promoted 
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amprovidenos, and tended to make the people a fecble and timid 
raoe. = 
‘Thero has also been another influence at work which accounts 
vory largely for their want Gf spirit and onterpriso. From time 
immemorial they havo bon a priest-ridden mace, kept in subjection. 
bythe Brahmans and subjeot to all. the parnlyzing influences of 
religious superstition and onste projudice, Nowhere ‘elso do'the 
ancient: caste rules oxorcise such an influence. Men following 
precisely. the same ocoupation axe sometimes separated by so vast a 
social gulf that the slightost bodily contact with each other brings 
pollution ; and the highest cannot touch any article that the lower 
has handled until it undorgoos jnrification. Not only had the 
Brahman the monopoly of education, but no one outside the 
priestly casto might plant even a cooo-nnt.tree. ‘These profitable 
trees wore only planted by non-Brahmanioal hands after the * 
advent of the missionaries, and the native Christian who had been 
the first to break the immemorial custom was regarded for many ° 
‘years as a man lying undor the wrath of the gods* An equally 
striking instanoo of the strength of caste prejudice is the existence 
of the caste, called Chhatra-Rhia, which is made up of the people 
who lost their caste in 1866 for eating in reliof-kitchens (ehibatra), 
‘Tho caste is divided into an upper and lower sub-casto—tho former 
comprising Brahmans, Karans, Khendaits aud Gop-Goilas, the 
latter consisting of tho castes ranking below these in tho social 
soale, Mombers of each sub-caste marry within that group, 
irrespective of the caste to which they originally belonged ; but 
no intermarriage is possible betweon members of the two sub-oastes. 
A third important factor in the development, of the national 
charactor has boon the liability of Orissa to physical calamities. 
‘This has boon largely instrumental in promoting thrittlessmess and 
idleness. ‘Tho ruin of orops and houses by oyclones, the loss of life - 
and destruction of property caused by storm-waves, tho drought 
following short rainfall and the floods which are due to its exoats, 
all these are calamities, the very prospect of which induces 
improvidenos, while their occurrence results in indebtedness and 
poverty. In these circumstances, it is perhaps rot suxprising that 
tho xyot, whom the inclemency of the seasons may deprive of 
half his produce in any year, should exhibit an oriental fatalism 
and show litfle deeiro for progress. ee 
Tn conclusion, the following remarks may be quoted fromthe 
report of the Sottlement Officer, Mr. D. H. Kingsford, 1.08,, who 
had exceptional opportnnitios of studying the character of tho 

















+ B00 Osisa, by Sir W. W, Hunter, Vol i, yp. 190—141, 
= 








50 BALASORE, 


Balngoro ryots. Hyon less industyious than those of Cuttack, thoy 
“have been truly described as unwilling to do more work than will 
provide them with more maintenanos, ‘Their general indebtedness 
‘and the oxtent to which thoy have subdivided their holdings are 
glaring instances of thoir improvidenco, Much inferior to tho 
Bengalis in ontorpriso and cnorgy, it is doubtful whother, lad 
thoy such a city as Caloutta in thoir midst, they would approciate 
the opportunities offered by its proximity for tho improvement of 
their cixoumstances to an extont at all comparable with tho bus- 
mess capacity of the Bengali xyot. It is difficult to conccivo them 
abandoning the cultivation of thir lands to engage in industries 
such as those which have doveloped amongst tho cultivators 
of Bengal. 

“Tt is trao, howover, that outside Orissa tho Oriyas have gained, 
‘as domostic servants, as carpenters, as gaxonets, as cultivators and. 
as havd-working coolies, a xoputation which appoara to bo quite 
foreign to their character at homo, Perhaps this is due to the 
fact that a process of natural scloction causes tho emigrants to be 
‘moro enterprising than their stay-at-home relatives, and botter 
fitted to adapt themselyos to altorod conditions, nt, if these 
circumstances be more closely examined, it will be found that 
tho emigrant Oxiyis havo not supplanted the Bengalis in any of 
these occupations; they have moroly taken up those which tho 
Bengalis, hoving found moro lucrative professions, had abandonod. 
‘Thus many well-to-do ryols in Chinsura and other placos employ 
Oriyas to cultivato thoir ands, whilo thoy thomsolves ongago 
porhaps in daisy farming, antl take in their supplios each day 
‘upon the milk-train to Onloutta,’ Nearly all respectable native 
Yamilies in tho districts neighbouring Caloatta employ Oriyis as 
domestio servants, because thoy cannot obtain Bengalis exoopt 
on probihitive terms. ‘The Bengal carponter of Calcutta has loft 
to the Oriya almost a monopoly of the plainer descriptions of 
work, such as the making of jhilmils and door-frames, and has 
himself gone a step higher, and shares with the Chinaman the 
sanufacture of finer work in the shapo of cabinets and ornate 
furniture. Employment as oodlios in tho ooal-yards, as punkha- 
pullers, and in the endless other pursuits of unshilled labour, has 
‘boon deserted by the Bongali, who has shown himself capable of 
Auties réquiring moro intelligence and consequently botter paid, 
Whis, though the Oriya in Bengal is a better servant, a better 
‘carpenter and a better cooly than in Orissa, ho cannot compete with 
tho Bengali upon the latter’s ground. 

“When the valour with which the peasant militia of this dis- 
‘riot repulsed the early Muhammadan invasions, and the courage 
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and fonaloamoss thoy exhibited in 1730, when, at n distance from 
their homes and country, th ubjugated Bihar, are considered, 
‘it thust bo admitted that the decline in tho military spirit among 
this people is an oxtrnordinary point in tho development of thelr 
chractet. ‘Though 'n fow yours ago orders were pasted for the 





cnlisting of Oriyts in tho wing of a Madens regimont, quartered 


nb Cuttack, none wore found suitable or willing for the employ~ 
mont. Crimos of violoneo are most rnxe amongst them ; they ure 
genorally poacoful, nw-abiding and submissive, I do not wish 
to speak contomptuously of the Oriy’ chamoter, for there ary 
many features of it, euch as their friendliness, good humour and 
Kindlirioas and hospitality which they display to each othor, which 
donote that thoy aro not at all doffoiont in, tho domestio virtues. 
‘Their avorsion to town-lifo and editoation, and that which tho 
Brahmans at ono timo showod for Government employ, mark at 
any roto a sturdy conservatism which is preferable to the aban- 
donment of moril standards, sometimes induced by too xapid 
Aovelopmont of education and civilization.” 

‘Tho great majority of the poople speak Oriya,t or as itis 
sometimes called Odxi or Utkali, i, the language of Odra or 
‘Vikal, both of which are ancient names for the country now called 
Orissa, Oriyé, with Bengali, Bihixi and Assamese, forms qne of 
the four speeches which togother make up tho eastern group of 
the Indo-Axyan languages. Its grammatical construction, closely 
xosombles that of Bengali, but it has ono great advantage over 
Bengali in the fact that, as n rule, it is pronounced as it is spelt 
‘There are few of those slurred ‘omsonints and broken vowol 
which make Bengeli so difficult to the foreigner. Each letter in 
each word is dearly sounded, and ib has boon well desoribed as 
comprehensive and poetical, with a plensint sounding and musion! 
intonation, and by no moans dificult to acquire and master,” 
Tho Oriya vorbal ayatom is at onoo simplo and complete, Tt has 
along array of tenses, but tho whole is 60 logically arranged, and 
Duilt on s0 rogular a model, that its principles are easily impressed 
upon the memory. It is particulaty noticeable for the very 
complote sot of vorbal nouns, presont, past and future, When 
fm Orly wishos to oxpross tho iden embodied in what in Latin 
would be alld tho infnitivo, ho simply takes the appropriate 
verbal noun, and declines it in the ouso which tho meaning neces- 
sarily xoquizes, As every infinitive must be some oblique case of 
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a verbal noun, it follows that Oriya grammar doos not Know tho 
so-called infinitive mood at all, In this respoot Oriya is in an 
colder atago of grammatical dovelopment than even classioal Sanskcit, 
and; among Indo-Asyan languages, oan. only be compared with 
tho onoiont Sanskrit spoken in tho Vedio titnos. * 

‘Phe: archaio chemeter, both of -form and vocabulary, runs 
through the whole Innguago, and is no doubt nooounted for by goo- 
graphical position... Oxissa lias over boon an isolated oountry 
Doundod on the oast by the oooan, and on tho west by tho hilly 
trnots inhabited by wild aboriginal tribes. On tho south tho Inn- 
guage is Dravidian and bolongs to an altogothor difforont family, 
while, on the north, it lus soldom had political tios with Bongal, 
On the other hand, the Oriyis have boon a oonquored nation, 
For aight oontnries thoy wore subject to the kings of ‘elinga, 
‘and, in modom times, thoy wore for fifty yous undor tho sway 
of tho Bhonalas of Nagpur, both of whom leit doop impressions of 
thoi rule -upon the country. On tho language they impored a 
muimbor of Telugu and of Mavitht words and idioms, which still 
ssurvivo, - Thoso aro, #0 far as wo know, tho only foreign clemonta 
which hayo intruded theinselyos into Osiya, exoopt tho small vooab- 
ulary of English court torms, and a fow othor Bnglish expres 
siong, which English domination and education havo brought into 


Vogt. 

Tn somo parts of Balasore, howover, thoro is a tendenoy to 
use Bengali words and idioms partly owing to the inter-oom- 
munication with Bongal, and partly to tho fact that a numbor of 
Bengalis have beon settled in the district for some genorations, * 
Tn formor times salos of Orissa estates for arrouxs of land revenue 
wore held in Calcutta, and the purchasers woro frequently Caloutta 
Bongalis who settled in Balasore. ‘These Bengalis and their 
Aesoendants have developed a ourious jargon of thoir own, their 
ancestral language being intorlarded with Oriya and Hinds expres- 
sions. Owing to thoir frequent uso of the word Aare, a corruption 
of the Oriya kori, their speech is vulgasly known aa ker Bengali j 
fad thin mongrel Ianguage tas in its tum rnctd on the lool 

iy. 

Oriya is remarkably treo from dialootio variation, ‘The well- * 
known saying, which is truo all over tho north of India, that the 
Innguage changes every 10 foe, doos not hold in Oxissn, In Orissa 
proper, iz., in what is known as the Mughalbandi, which oonsiste 
cof Cuttack, Puri and the southom half of Balasore, the language 

. is,one and the same. On the other hand, the Oriya of North 
Balasore shows signs of being Bengalized, and as wo cross the 
Border between the district and Midnapore, wo find at length 
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' almost Mhew dialect. It is, however, not a (rue dialect, but 
mechanical mixture of corrupt Bengoli and corrupt Oriya. “A man 
will begin a sentence in Oriya, drop into Bengali in iis middle, 
and go buck to Oxiyé at its end; but though the vocabulary 
borrows freely from Bengali, the language is Oriya in its easenoe. 
Onjyé is encumbered with the drawback of an excessively Wution 
gevkward ead cunbrous written cham. ‘This chacor isin SHMet 
its basis, tho samo as Devanigari, but is written by the looal scribes 
with a stylus on a talipot palm-leaf. ‘These soratches are, in them- 
selves, legible, but in order to make them more plain, ink is rubbed 
over the surface of leaf and fills up the furrows which form the 
: letters, ‘The palm-leat is excessively fragile, and any soratch in 
the direction of the grain tends to make it split. Asa line of 
writing on tho long, narrow leaf is neceesarily in the direction of 
the grain, this peellatiy prohibits the ws ofthe stuigh top lino, 
. or mara, which’ is a distinguishing characteristic of the Devana- 
gaxi character. For this the Orissa scribe is compelled to sub- 
atitate a series of curves, which almost surround each letter. It 
requires remarkably good eyes to read an OxiyA printed book, for 
the exigencies of the printing press compel the typo to be small, 
and tho greater part of each letter is this curvo, which is the samo 
in neasly all, while tho roal soul of the character, by which ono 
in distinguished from another, is hidden in the centre, and is 90 
minuto, that it is often difficult to see. At first glanoo, an Oriya 
book seems to bo all serves, ood tikes 0 moana look to notice 
that there is something inside if 
Oriya Literatuire® is of Sepaatiniy recent growth, none 8 Af ety ’ 
the oxisting works, so for as can be ascertained, going -baok 
beyond the 16th contury A.D. It consists exclusively of vorso, and 
‘gi natural with a conservative people like the Oriyis, tho onsliet 
works extant are religious, tiz.,afow songs and certain -par- 
phrases.of the Sanskrit Purinas and opics. No work is somach 
venerated as the Bhdgalata of Jagannatha Dass; and next-:in 
estimation como the Rémdyana of Balarama Dis, the Biarata 
of Sérola Disa. and the Horicavsa of Achyutinanda Disa. AU 
these were composed in tho first half of the 16th century-A. D., 
to which period may probably Trahan pola songs he fhe 
Kesabakoili or oxckoo-song about Krishna. Profane literatare 
appeared later, ond at first dealt only with mythological stories. 
‘Among the oldest of these is the poom Rasa-tallola by Dinakishna 
Dasa. ‘This poom desoibes the early career of Krishna, and is a 
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favourite with tho Oriyds; its vorsifieation is poouliar it*making 
overy Iino bogin with tho samo letter ka, 

‘Phe most famous of the Oxiya pools is Upendra Bhanja, who, 
following Dinakishna Dis, flourished in the boginning of the 
Asth oontury. One of tho royal family of Gumsur, a potty hill 
Stato in the north-west of Ganjim distxiot, ho was driven to tako 
rofugo in Orissa in tho courso of a civil wax, and thoro devoted his 
1ifo to Oriya literntuzo. “Of lis voluminous compositions, forty- 
tivo aro at prosent known, the bulk of thom consisting of pooms 
with love-storios as thoi’ theme. Ho was apparently tho first 
Oriya poet to froo himsolé from tho tremmels of exclusively 
religious dnd mythological influonoss. His pooms labour under 
the defects of obscenity and obsourity, but contain somo fine 
thotoric, In tho lattor rospect his only xival is Abhimanyu 
Samanta Singhix, who diod in 1806, tho author of Bidagdha- 
Chintdmani, which oxplaivs in lucid Tines the abstruse doctrines 
of Vaishnavito Biakti and Prema. Duriog tho British period 
Griyé pootry has shown no progross, It is roprosovted by a few 
Aoggerel compositions and some small pioces of verso, among 
which a ollection of short pooms by Rai Radha Nath Rai 
Bahadur, late Inspoctor of Schools, Orissa, deserves notice. 
Prose is, however, being carefully studiod and has a promising 
future. 

‘The groat majority of the poole aro Hindus, who, with an 
aggtogate of 1,033,168 parsons, account for 96'4 por cont. of tho 
population, ‘ho Muhammadaus nuabor only 28,840 or 26 por 
cont, of tho population ; while 08 por cont, axo Auimists drawn 
from the aboriginal roos. It is somewhat siango at frst sight 
thot the Musalméns are not more numeroys considering the strong: 
footing they once had in Orissa, The Muhammadans effectually 
conquered the Province and took possession of it in 1668 A. D.; 
and subsequently in Akbar’s reign, when the Afghan kingdom of 
Bengol was overthrown by the Mughals, the Afghans migrated in 
large numbers into Orissa and there held large fiofs and independ- 
ont power, When they again rose in revolt, they were signally 
defeated, and in order to deprive them of the means of political 
combination, Shujait Khan distributed them among the villages in 
tho interior, but allowed them grants of lands suficiont to maintain 
their dignity, Orison long romainod a dopendenoy of the Mughal 
Empire, and the Afghins continued in possession of their jagire ; 
but with tho lapso of contaxies they dwindled in numbers and in 
influence. 

+ ‘Tho Muhamnuadan conquest was not only late chronologically, 
but it failed to altain that permanence and oomplotoness which it 
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obtained th Bengal, It was a conquest xather than a colonization, 
and the Mughals and Afghans made few converts to Islim, 
though they wero tolerant, at loast in the lator poriod of thoir 
tule, to Hindu institutions. Thus the omperor Shih Jahin 
made a grant of tho lands of pargana Shihjahinabid for tho 
maintenance of a bridge over the Kansbins for the convonionos of 
pilgrims going to Puxl; it was reserved for the Hindu Mardthis 
to resume this pious grant which benofited all xaos and creods. 
‘The Musalmin clemont is comparatively small, and mostly 
Timited to a fow contres, such as Balasore, Bhadmkh and Dhim~ 
nagar, Such Muhammadans as there axe are generally the des- 
condants of tho invades, not as in other parts of Bengalpoonverts 
from Hinduism. ‘They havo xetained the mother-longuo of their 
ancestors, amd lave not adopted the language of the people 
among whom they dwell, Ono family at least, the Garhpada 
Bhuiyts, the offspring of a converted Brahman mmindé, 
though it shows tendemess for some Hindu traditions (e.g., the 
fomalos will not oat beet) has deserted its native Oriya for the 
Undii of its prosent co-religionists, A similar aversion to beef 
exists among the members of the old Mian family of Bhadrakb, 
who aro of Pathin or Afghin descent, as a result of their long 
rosidonoe among n Hindu community, 

At the oosus of 1901 it was found that thero wero altogether Obvetians, 
1,274 Ohristions in the district, of whom 1,110 were natives. 
‘Thoro are two Christin missions at work, the American Free 
Baplist Mission and a Roman Catholio Mission, ‘The former 
Mission storied work in Balasore in 1882, and has stations at 
Chandbili, Bhadrakh, Mitrapiza, Jaleswar and Séntipur; it also 
maintains 3 orphanages and conducts modieal work on a ‘argo 
seale. ‘The work done by it is of a general character, evangelistic, 
educational and industrial. ‘Cho first is oarriod on under mis- 
sionary supervision by lange ‘number of nalive evangelists, who 
visit the various markets and bers ond mako tour regulasly 
through the villages in the interior, ‘The eduontional work of the. 
‘Mission is carried on chiofly in Balasore town, where it maintains 
‘a High school, en English school for European boys and. gitls, 
5 Kindergarten Lowor Primary schools and a Middl English 
school. At the other stations within the district there are 2 
Middlo English schools and ono Middle Vernacular school, as well. 
1 81 Lower Primary schools and one Kindergarten school. ‘The 
industrial work includes farming, weeving and owpentry. A. 
station for experiméntal farming and gardening, which Govorn- 
ment has recently established in Balasore, has also been entrusted 
to the control of the Mission, 
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‘Tho Roman Catholic Mission is a comparatively small one. 
Its work is carried on chiefly in the town of Balasore, where there 
js large chapel and a small Roman Catholio population. ‘There 
igo priest attached to the Mission and four nuns, who havo tho 
management of an orphanage for native girls. 

Vaishnavism is predominant among the people, and tho onset 
of this predominanes axe not far tor seok. Tho cxistence of tho 
tomplo of Jagannath, who isxugonted as un ineumation of Vishuu, 
Jas exerted a powerful influoney on tho poplar faith; and 
‘besides this, the famous roformor Chaitanya passed an important 
port of his lifo in theso parts, and mado a lasting impression 
upon tle popular mind by the purity of his lifo and touchings. 
‘Vaishnavism is stil straggling to divert the popular mind from 
tho numbor of gross animistic aooretions by which the religion of 
tho mass ofthe population is oncumbored ; and it is Vaishnaviem 
which mainly distinguishes tho scmi-Hinduized aboriginos iu 
tho plains of Oris from their Auimistio brothron in tho hills, 
though its adoption is often morely nominal and its high othioal 
yrinoiples do not shape the moral conduct of the people, Genuine 
Oriyés belonging to socts other than that of tho Vaishuavas aro 
very fow in number. 

‘Tho religion ofthe people enki very cal the Mending of 
Hinduism with Animism, and the proccss of assimilation appoary 
to bo illustrated by tho commen logend of Jagannath." Haro 
‘wo find the aboriginal pooplo worshipping a bluo stone in tho 
depths of tho jungle, until the doity grows tired of tho junglo, 
offorings of tho ‘primitive pooplo and longs for the cookod food” 
of the more civilized Aryan mace, When the Aryan elomont at 
Tength comes on the scone, tho rude blue stone disappears and 

‘gives place to'a carved image. At tho present time this twofold 
wronhip exits throughout Osim, ‘The ommon poople have 
She shapelne tne or block whih they dre with eimle i 
in the open Si by ado wath tino temple one of 

tiara age and elaborate rites. Every 
village pays homage to the Grim Dera? or Thikurtat, as these 
stongs and stocks are called, and reverence her as tho tutclary 
‘goddess of their small community. 

‘The goddess is commonly represented by a piooe of shiapeloss 
stone, ameared with vermilion and surrvunded Ly several smaller 
pieces of stone, also vermilion-daubed and shayeloss, which royre- 
sent her children. Carved images arv sometimes, though xarely, 

Seo Sit W. W. Hosters Orv, Vo. i, pp. 88-96. 
‘or mally acconat ses Note on tho teria Devati or tatela y ville dety 
of Orissa by Bébu Jimini Mohan Dis, J, A. S. B., Vol. xxii, Part iii, No. 2, 190 
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mot with, and" occasionally the trunk of some treo 
possess supernatural properties is smeared with vermilion and 
worshipped as tho village goddess. Bosides the generic namo 
Grim Dovati, each goddoss has a separate specific name which 
is commonly one of tho thousand nantes of the goddess Kali. 
‘The general idea sooms to be that sho is lik a mischievous old 
witch; and carthon figures of homes, elephants and other animals 
aro placid before her by the suporstitious rustiog, as it is believed 
that she wanders about at night, 

‘Pho most noticeable feuture of tho Gram Devati worship is 
tho-non-priestly caste of the mon who conduct it, the Bhandari, 
‘Mali, Raul or Bhopa being usually the priest. ‘They hold small 
rent-free grants called “maf Gram Devalt,” ie, lands which were 
loft unossossod for hor worship at the time of the first regular 
sottloment, and they also reooive daily doles from the rich men of 
the village and weekly doles from tho poorer possunts: the lattor 
are given on Thursday, commonly regarded as Lakshmt day, or the 
day of the goddess of fortune, which is considered a specially 
auspicious day for the regular paja of the Grim Devati. Tho frst 
ossontial in this worship is a bath which keeps the ‘Thakurint 
cool and well disposed towards the village, ‘The bath includes 
smearing with gif and turmerio; when it is completed, a paint of 
Vermilion is put on,.and after tho toilet is over, a light oblation 
(iiop) of fruit and sweetmeats is offered. - Tho daily paja 
including both bath and Jig, costs about on anna, and if this 
small daily expenditure cannot be met, tho pricst contents 
himsclf by pouring a Little water over thé goddess, though 
sometimes even this inoxponsive offering is dispensed with, ‘The 
worship of the Grim Devati is conduoted with great pomp and 
coremony on the Mahistamt or second day of tho Durga. Paja ; 
and special offerings of sweotmeats and fruit are yade on all 
festive oooasions, 

‘The Thakurini, who is supposed to possess more powors for 
doing or averting ‘mischief than for doing positive good, receives 
special attention on the outbreak -of any epidemio disoasc. 
‘Within her own villago sho is bolieved not to commit any mischic 
and epidemics aro supposed to be the work of neighbouring god- 
esses, whom the tutelary village goddess expels by persuasion or 
superior force, if she is duly propitinted. ‘The oooarrence of a 
single case of cholera in the village is the signal for  Thakurant 
‘Maxjana” ov washing of the Thakurdnt. ‘The villagers immediately 
raise the necassury funds by subscription, and propitiate the 
goddess by a cooling bath oud refreshing offerings, tho ceremony 
being repeated, if the epidemio does not cease. 
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‘The poople have a poouliar moans of knowing Yhe wishes and 
oorees of the goddess. In almost every village there is a malo 
or female medium, called Kalasi, through whom the goddess 
communicates with’ the pooplo. ‘Tho presontation of  botel-nut 
is tho tokon of engaging-the Kalusi, whoso sorvices aro specially 
in demand on the occasion of an outbreak of cholora. Beforo 
tho timo appointod for tho Maxjani, ho takes a puxifying bath, 
puts on a now cloth, and paints his forehead with vérmilion, 
‘Phen holding two canes in his hands, he apposxs before the Grim 
Devati, and with dishovellod hair swings his body to and fro, 
‘Aftor a timo he begins to tromble, and in the course of -his 
confused mutterings givos out some soorets of the village to win 
the confidence of tho poople. He then prodidts ovil té somo 
and good to others, prosoribing at tho samo time tho remodios 
roquired, which’ tako the shapo of offorings to tho goddoss and 
special favours to himself. While going through theso antics, 
(he Kalnst is sometimes offered a fowl, the blood of which ho 
drinks after pulling off the hond. 

Contain village goddesses aro rogartod as “aiama Vaishnavis” 
or dovotod followers of Vishnu, and animal sacrifioos aro not 
allowed boforo thom. Probably owing to the sproad of Vaishna- 
vism, such storifoo sare only mado sparingly before the othr 

goddoseos ; but in tho Mahistami paid and other spocial pats 
offered in fulfilment of vows, animale aro genorally snorifleod. 
Fowls aro also lot looso boforo somo of the goddossos by tho upper 
claases of Hindus and axo killed and oaton by tho lowor elassos. 

Tt sooms hardly opon to question that this worship of 
malevolent spirits, through tho medium of shapoless stones, is an 
offehoot of the fotishiam of tho eboriginos. ‘The fact that all 
Hindus from the highost to tho lowest make the Guim Devati tho 
object of their adoration showa how the beliefs of tho whole 
Hindu community havo boon parmoatod by this fetishism. It sill 
includes, though to a restricted extent, the sacritice of animals, 
which is one of tho most characteristic fentures of aboriginal 
wosship ; and tho offering of fowls which are so xigorously 
excluded from tho houses of tho upper classes of Hindus, oan 
hardly bo said to bo anything olso than an aboriginal practice. 
‘The restriction of the priestly funotion to. the Sida castes is 
another link in the chain of ciroomstances which indicate the 
aboriginal origin of this form of worship. While tho Brahman 
stood aloof, the mass of the peoplo, loavened in their lowor strata by 
the aborigines, adopted tho faith which, hy its ecay explanation of 
tho opigin of ovil, apporlod most strongly to their simplo minds. 
‘The Bréhman could not; however, long stand against the popular 
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current which thus set in, and he eventually ixivented moro refined. 
forms of worshipping the same malovolent spirit. ‘The aboriginal 
mode of village worship seems thus to have preceded the Paurénik 
rites of Sakti worship, although the prosent mamas ofthe goddesses 
axe apparently of later date. 

‘Thoro aro 11 castes with a numerical strength of over 26,000 Pars. ~ 
cach, which aooount for altogether 740,000 persons or about three- ei 
fourths of the entire population. ‘hoso aro tho Khandaits, 
Brahmans, Gauras, Pans, antis, Tolis, Rajus, Golts, Kandrés, 
Gokhis, and Karans, A brief account of each of these ‘castos is 
given, below. 








Who Khandaits axe by far the largest casto in the district, whandaita, ” 


numbering, acoording to tho consus rotujns of 1901, over 210,000 
or moro than a fitth of the entire population, ‘There is somo 
Aifforonce of opinion as to tho origin of tho wort Khandait. 
‘Tho gonoral viow is that it means swordsman (frm khanda a 
sword), but another explanation, which hns boon put forward, and 
with much plausibility, is that Oxisim was formerly divided info 
Handas, ox grouys of villages corresponding to the puryana of 
‘Muhommadan timos, and that thore was over each a hoadman 

Ned kiandapati, which was subsoquntly corrupted to Khandait, 

Thatevor may bo the etymology of tho nome, it is gonorally 
admittod that tho Khandaits aro the descendants of tho pooplo 
who formod tho ponsant militia undor tho snoiout Rajis of Oriase, 
‘Who armios of those chioftains consisted of yarious castes and 
roo, the upper ranks taing offered. by men of good Aryan 
dosoent, while the lower ranks wore rooruited from tho 
alike of tho hills and plains, As membors of tho lis, ‘te 
‘Khandaits hnd to sorvo as soldiors in timo of war, and in return 
they were given lands to hold undor a strictly military tenure. 
‘Thoir characteristic oconpation and {he consoquent rolation ‘with 
Jand tended to alionato them from the communities to which 
they had originally belonged, and eventually lod, on the establish- 
mont of a wolledofined caste aystom, to tho formation of the 
Khendait caste, 

‘Phe varioty of typos which the Khandaits oxhibit and 
thoir free intercourse with some other castes tend to show that 
they cannot trace their descont from a single oxjgin and that 
tho casto is only a heterogencous group, which is perhaps mado 
up at tho one end of Aryan immigrants and at the other of 
recruits from a number of indigenous non-Aryan tribes. They 
are divided into two sub-castes—()) tho Mahanaik Khondaits 
and (ii) the ordinary Khandaits. ‘The latter, who occupy the 
position of ordiusry cultivators, appear to correspond to the rank 
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and file of the old feudal militia, while the former, who hold 
largo jigir tenures, may represent tho officers of that body ; an 
‘almost impassable gulf sooms to exist botween those two sub-castes, 
and thero is nothing common betwoon the two, except the name 
itsolf. On tho othor hand, casos of intermarriage botwoon the 
TKhandaits ‘and mombors of othor castes of oqual standing aro 
not ot nll raze, Karans, a fairly high easto of Aryan descont, 
aro often found manying mombors of “Mahinaik Khandait 
familios, and intormarriago botwoon the Chisas, who have an 
admixture of aboriginal blood, and tho ordinmy Khandaits is 
quito a common ooourrenoe. 

Data: — ‘Tho Brahmans, aro, next to the Khandaits, the most numerous 
caste in Balasore, numbering nearly 120,000 persons. ‘They belong 
to tho Utkal class of Brihmans, which is one of tho fivo grout 
territorial groups, into which tho Gaara Brahmans of Northem 
India ove divided. Antiquarian rosoarch has not yot boon ablo to 
fix tho timo when this division took placo, but it may por 
asgumod that the oolonios of Aryan Brahmans wore separated iy 
local usugo, and that this separation was marked by goographioal 
Limits, before the wave of Buddhism passed over tho Utkal ountry. 
Birddhism deprived the Brahmans of their priestly functions and 
dréve thom to more worldly pursuits for thoir subsistence. Most of 
thom resotted to agriculture, whiléa few are belioved to havo taken 
sorvioe as cooks in tho fomplo of Jagannath. In tho 5th oontuxy 
A. D,, the ruling dynasty revived tho Brahmanioal faith in Orissa, 
not by festoring the priestly functions to the degraded Brahmans, 
who, forsaking tho Vedas, had Leoome oultivators and cooks, but by 
importing 10,000 Brahmans of pure faith, fit to perform Vodio xitos, 
from Kanauj, tho greatest stronghold of Hinduism in Northern 
India, ‘Tradition relates that these Brahmans performed 10 great 
“horte-flesh snorifices”” (Aavamedin Jujna) on tho bank of the 
sored Baitarani near tho town of Jajpurs and a flight of steps, 
called Dasisvamedha Ghat, yet marks the spot near which the 
sacrifices were performed. ‘Theso imported Brihmans gradually 
spread over the wholo of Orissa and the colonies which they formed 
with tho aid of royal grants of rent-free lands axe till known 
ag Sdeans, 

Th course of time, however, the procoss which caused the orig- 
inal division of the Gaura Brahmans into five groups was repeated 
‘and two endogamous subdivisions woro formed on the two sidos 
of. the river Brihmant, the northem subdivision being called 
Tajpurotriya and tho southom Dakshinotriya, Jajpur or Biraja 
Kehetra is the contro of the former and still contains the largest 
proportion of ‘Brahmans in Cuttack district. “Puxt is the centre of 








‘THR PROTEE. a 


the'latter, though colonies of Dakshinotriya Brahmans have crossed 
the boundary since tho cleavage and settled in.the northem 
region. ‘Throughout Orissa, Brahmans taboo wine, hut those. who 
worship the goddess Kali are permitted to diink it, and the temple 
of the great goddess Biraja at Jajpur probably beoame a omtre for 
tho spread of this objectionable habit. ‘This sobms to be. the only 
feasible oxplanation of the legend that the water of the sacred 
Baitarant becamo wine and that the Jajpur Brahmans dograded 
themselves by drinking it; and it is noticeable that the southern 
Brihmans give this as a reason for considering the northem 
‘Brihmans inforior to themselves. 

‘Tt must have been inoreasingly difficilt for a growing com- 
munity to keep strictly within the limits of tho religious duties, 
presoribed by the Séstras; and a further split was, therefore, oaused 
between those in the enjoyment of royal patronage who continued 
to observe them, and those whom necessity foreed to depart. from 
them. Each territorial subdivision has thus been divided into 
two groups called Srotriya or Vaidik and Asrotriya or non-Vaidik. 
‘The former includes the Sasani Brahmans, who depend, for their 
subsistence, chiofly on royal grants of rent-free lands, and- tho 
lntter includes the following clases:—(1) Sirud or Paniari, 
growors and sellers of vogetsbles; (2) Pandé, Pajiri or Deulis, 
trofsesinal temple worhipper or. coka; and (@) Machi, prints 


* of low castes, who receive alms from the humble clients whom 


they serve snd enjoy the privilege of eins fo tt a al ti 
connected with prdyawhitéa or purifostion ceremonies. 
Srotriyas do not intermany with the Asrotriyas, and the ae 
have no intercourse with the degraded Mastins or Mahastins of 
the pre-Buddhistic period. ‘The non-Brahmanical oowpations and 
titles of the latter mark them out as a class quite distinct from 
the rest of the Brihmans of Orissa; they are called Balarimgot, 
apparently from the fact that the plough is believed to he. the 
distinctive weapon of the god Balarém. 

‘The Utkal Brihmans were originally all Siktas, but now they 
all keep the salgram and worship the four gods Vishnu, Siva, 
Ganesh and Sirys, and the goddess Durgi.. Chaitanya. oon 








worship the four gods anid the goddess mentioned above on dere- 
‘monial occasions. ‘I'he Gram Devati receives the-same degres 
cof homage from this easte as she does from the other. castes in 


Orissa, The tem sauekars or purifying ¢eremo 
feature in the life of the Utkal Brihman. According to 

Sistmas, thoy should be performed at different periods of 
bat in Orissa all th smpnnaig oe pected Se 
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upanayana or assumption of the sored thread. ‘The Utkal 
Bréhmans observe most rigidly tho limits of age laid down in the 
Sastras for the marriage of gitls, giving them in marriage usually 
hhoforo ten and seldom after twelve, unlike the othor high castes, 
the Kehattriyas, Kerans and Khondaits, whoso daughters are 
rarely married before twelve and are sometimes kept unmarried 
up to what is regardod as an advancod age even among educated 
yeformers. 

‘Tho Utkal Brahmans have yotras indicative of descent from 





ld rishis, like the other Brahmans of Northern India. The gotra + 


are all exogamous, and some of them have beon further 
‘broken up. by titles indicating desoont from more recent ancestors. 
Below this again there are still more subdivisions leading to 
system of hypergamy, which, howover, is far less marked in 
Orissa than in Bengal. In this connection, mention may be made 
of the remarkable fact that among tho Utkel Brilmans frnoes are 
found of the existence of the totemistio beliefs common among 
the Dravidian races. A Brahman of the Atreya gotra for instance 
‘will not sit on tho skin of tho door or ont its flosh. A Brihman 
of the Kaundinya getre similarly doos not sit on the skin of a 
tiger, anda Bréhman of the Gautama gota offers special’ paja 
to the cow on the oocasion of mariage. ‘Tho usage is explained 
not by any dixeot descent from the animals revered, but by the 
Legend that the gotra rishis who-wore invited to thojiyina of Daksha 
fled in the disguiso of animals, when tho jajna was broken up by 
Siva. ‘This is no doubt a fiction invented to explain an aboriginal 





« belief, which tho Brahmans apparently:imbibed from the Dravi- 


dians with whom they came in oontaot, Where is, however, no 
ovidonoo that there was any actual infusion of Dravidian blood 
among the pure Aryans who were imported from Kanauj. 

‘The Gauras, who in Balasore number 74,000, are the ‘great 
pastoral caste of Orissa, corsesponding to the Goals in Bengal and 
Bihar. ‘Thoy neatly all. possess cattle and ate chiefly engaged in 
breeding cows and in selling milk, ourd and g/t ; about 25 por cont. 
aro also engaged in agrioulture, and some serve as nulyas or hired 
agricultural labourers. ‘They also work as domiestio servants and 
very largely “follow the profession of palki-bearers. ‘There are 
soveral sub-eastes, of which the Mathurapuri ranks: highest in 
Balasore, because its mombers do not carry the palki, ‘Tho 
Gopapurt sub-onste is noticeable for tho fact that its fomalo 
members are almost the only women in Orisen who do not wear 
nose ornaments—a circumstance which, they pretend, counects 
them with Krishna's mythicol milkmeids, ‘The young women 
of both subscastes propare the butter and ghi which the elder 
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ones tako round for sale with theiv milk, Ficld labour of all 
kinds is eschewed by tho Gaura women. ‘The ab-oaste known a8 
Magadha ranks Inst and is probably a recent accretion from some 
aboriginal tribe. 

‘The next most numerous caste is that of tho Pans (60,000), who 
seom to have been originally one of the aboriginal tribes, ‘The 
social status of the caste is vory low; they eat pork and fowls, 
drink wino, and repudiate the Hindu restrictions upon food, ‘Their 
original occupation is said to be weaving, but thay now mostly 
‘work as day-labourors, drummers and oame-weavers ; many of them 
have taken to cultivation, and tho villago chaukidary, paike ond ‘ 
postal runners are laxgely rooruited from their ranks, {Their pro- 
fossod religion is sort of bastard Hinduism, which ‘inclines to 
‘Vaishnavism, each group of Pans having their Pan Vaishnava who 
officates ns their priest. ‘The vonoor of Hindaiam, however, has 
only recently been laid on, and beneath it may be perosived 
plentiful traoes of the primitive Animism common to Dravidian 
tribes. : 

‘Tho only othor castes numbering over 50,000 aro the ‘Tantis Ouer 

(66,000) and Tolis (60,170). ‘The Téntis or weaver caste are of 
some intorest, as having beon instrumental in laying tho founda quia, 
tion of the fortunes of the English in this district; for it was the 
delicate fabrics turned out from their looms that maintained the 
early Buropoan factories. ‘The muslins and cloths woven by them 
‘wore oxported in large quantities to Europe; but the introduation 
of machinery has not only killed the export trade, but hes flooded. 
tho country with cheap pieos-goods and soriously crippled the local: 
weaving industry. Many of the woavers have consequently given 
up their heveditnry oogapation, and have taken to agriculture and. 
Inbous. ‘The casto is dividod into sovoral sub-onstes, two of which, 
tho Aswint and Gaurit TAntis, aro said to have como from Bengal 
in ondor to loara tho sooret of woaving the fine aloth for which 
Balasore was onco famous. Another subdivision, tho Matias, 
‘whose main oooupation is the cultivation of tho soil (mali) is said 
to be of aboriginal descent; while the Sankhuis are so-called 
‘pecanse their casts oooupation is blowing conch-shells (sankia) at 
weddings and other eeremonies, 

‘Tho Tolis opll for only a briot mention. ‘They are the oilmen Tats, 
of the country, but many of thom are tmdors; they are also 
known as Kuberputras or sons of Kuber, the god at wealth, 

‘Pho Rajus, who number 47,000 souls, ao mainly engagod in Rijus, 
agriculture, bat o few are monoy-londors and zamindirs. ‘they 
trace thelr origin to a cortain Raja of Orissa, Chawrange Deb, who, 
when encamped at Jaloswar fell in love with two girls, one of the 
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‘Vaisya and tho other of the Dhobé caste. His dosoondants by 
the former are known as Daina, and those by the latter as Bayan. 
‘Tho fomalos of the former class wind their sari from the left, and 
thoso of the latter from the right side of the waist. 

‘The Golds, who number 34,000, aro a low caste, which is moro 
numerous in Hialasore thin elsewhere. Lt is divided into four sub- 
castes, vin, (L) the Gnndin, who live by cultivation, chiefly of 
onions and gaslio, and by tho manufacture of guuny-bogs ; (2) tho 
Bongali, who are prohibited from growing onions and garlio and 
from making guany-bags, and aro usually oultivators or potty 
tandors ; (8) ‘ine ‘fulabhind, or cotton oardors ; and (4) the ThoriA, 
or trndans ji in grain, whioh they ourry. on’ pack-bullocks, whenoo thoi 
namo, ‘Pho gradual introduotion of railways and roads is onusing 
many Thorids to take to cultivation as a moans of livelihood, 

‘Bho Kandris, who number 32,000, aro a distinotive Oriya casto, 
ranking very low in tho sooial soalo, ‘hoy iro uswally day-labour- 
ors or Villago chaukidars, the latter boing considered the traditional 
caste oooupation. ‘heir women folk sorve as coolies, and collect 
and sell shells, feathers, firewood, oto, The name is said to bo 
dorived from thoir skill in archery (kdnda meaning arrow), and in 
former times thoy and tho Pans formed the rank and file of tho 
Jocal militia. ‘They aro also known as Digrark, 

‘The Gokhas, with a strongth of 30,700, aro more numerous in 
thisdistriot than in other parts of Orissa, "Thoy aro a fisher casto, 
and their name is said to be derived from go wator and Whaya living, 
‘They may,use only baraboo fishing contrivances, called shadud, ond 
axe forbidden to fish with nots. Some have abandoned thoir tra. 
ditional ocoupation and taken to oultivation, while others sorve as 
palki-bearers, whence they are called haduabehdra or “ mud bearers” 
to distinguish them from the regular paéki-bearers of the Gaura 
caste, ‘They are a very low oaste whos touch defies, and they 
rank far bolow the Kewals, who also live by fishing. 

‘Tho Karans, who number 25,600, aro the only other oaste with 
astrongth of over 25,000. ‘They are tho writer-casto of Orissa, 
‘but thore are many among them who are zamindirs, tenure-holdors 
or ryots. ‘These Karang, who are also called Mahantis, are ono of 
the most intelligent and influential classes in Orissa, Ono curious 
custom of theirs may be mentioned. Young gitls axe carefully 
trained by their mother’s in artificial weeping, and when they go 
to their husband's honse, woop aloud ond tako leave of every 
member of the family by singing in plaintive tones the songs they 
Joarnt before their marriage, 

In ¢onclusion; mention may be made of a small oasto.peoti~ 
Tiar_ to; Balasore, the Dagrés, who are found chiefly in the 
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Bhadrakh and Dhimnegar thanas. The term means “a mes- 
songer,” and it is said that the Dagris were postal rannors 
cither during Muhammadan rule or under the Marithés, when 
thoy aoquired considerable jagirs, known as Araji Dagrai, which 
fro still in existence. Most of them are cultivators, but in 
Bhadrakh some aro hereditary holders of proprietary tenures, 
tho grant of which dates from Maritht rule, when ono of tho 
cnsta rose to be the local governor of Bhadrakh, According to 
some they wore brought from Nagpur by the Marithas ; others 
allege that they aro connssted with the Dagris of Upper India, 
‘Thoy boar tho same titles as Chasss, and it may therefore bo 
surmised that they are a functional offshoot from that caste, 
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A comrawsson of vital statistios for any longthy poriods is 
rendered impossible by the changes in the system of registering 
‘irths and denths which have taken place from time to time. In 
1869 the duty of reporting deaths was imposed on the villago 
chaukidérs, ond in 1876 tho system was extended to births; but 
the returns reooived wore 60 inoomplote that they wore soon dis- 
continued and, except in towns, oaths alone were registered until 
1802, when tho collection of statistics of births as well as of 
eaths was ordered, and the system now in vogue was introduced. 
So far as they can be acceptod--and they are sufficiently aoon- 
sate for the purpose of oaloulating tho approximate growth of the 
ion and of showing tho rolative hoalthinoss or unhealthi- 

ness of different years—tho roturns submitted sinoo that your 
show that, on the whole, conditions have been favoursble to’ tho 
growth of the population. ‘Thero have boon repeated outhneaks 
of cholera, causing considerable mortality; but the number of 
eaths reported has exoeested the births only in threo years, vis., 
in 1892, 1804 and 1896, when there wore severe epidemios; and 
in the nine yeom 1892-1900, taken together, the births out- 
numbered the deaths by about 80,000, During the Inst 6 years 
(1901-06) the growth of the population has been sustained, the 
excess of bisths over doaths amounting to 24,000. On the other 
hand, this quinquonnium witnessed a falling off in the birth-rate 
1s compared with the previous 5 years, tho ratio of births declining 
from 40 to 89 per mille ; while the doath-rate rose from 81 to 84 
per mille. ‘Tho result is that of the throo sca-board distriote of the 
* Orissa Division, Balasore chowed tho least advance in the second 
half of the decade ending in 1905. ‘While the birth-rate roso in 
Parl and was practically stationary in Outtack, it fell in Balasore ; 
and in that distriot too there was the greatest relative iso in the 
eath-rate in the quinquennium, though it is the healthiest of tho 
‘The mortality among infants is exceptionally high, and 

in this respect Balasore has for soveral yoars past hed a very bed 
record; the retums of 1905 show that no less then 27°7 por cent, 





PUDLIO HEATTH, 67 


ee every 100 childven born died during tho frst yea of theit life, 

higher than in ony other Bengal district exoopt 
Stihabad.” ‘This high death-rato among infants may be ascribed 
to the operation of one or moro of saverul causes, such as the poverty 
and consequent poor vitality of the majoxity of the parents; dis- 
regard of tho primary rulos of sanitation in the lying-in room, 
which aro gonerally dark, damp and ill-ventilatod out-housos ; want 
of skilled midwives ; insufficiont nourishment, especially when the 
mother is sickly; insufficient clothing, combined with noglect and 
exposure; ignoraneo and neglect in tho treatment of infantile 
igoases ; and. tho immaturity of paronts, leading to fectlo organi 
zation in the children and enhancing the natural susceptibility to 
disease. 

‘Tho climate is on the whole good, except in tho noxth, where 
malarial fovers of a malignant type have spread from the adjacent 
tracts of Midnaporo, and in the south-east comer of the district, 
at tho mouth of the Dhimra, an unhealthy locality where low 
malarial fovers are prevalent. ‘The highest birth-rato in reoent 
years was recorded in 1899, when it wus 46 por mille, and tho 
lowest (31-7 por mille) in 1892. In tho latter year the death- 
rate reached tho highest peroontago yet returned (43'6 por mille), 
‘bat fell in 1898 to the lowest on record, viz., 269 per thousand of 
the population. 

“According to the returns submitted year by year, hy far the Paworean 
greatest mortality is due to fever, but tho ignorant chaukidar ?***** 
responsible for the returns is far from being @ medioal oxpert. rrr. 
Drawn as ho often is from tho lowest dregs of the people, ho can 
Gingnose only a few well-known diseases like cholera and small- 
pox, and many others axe indiscriminately classed under the 
general head of fover. It is noticeable, however, that in Balasore 
the mortality ascribed to fever is exceptionally low. Since the 
present system of rotums of vital statistios was introduced, the 
denth-rate caused by fever has never been as high as 16 per mille; 
it has boon known to fall as low as 11-4 per mille ; and the average 
for the 10 years ending in 1905 has only been 13:3 por thousand 
of the population. 

‘Tho fovers most prevalent are duo to malarial affections, the 
commonest form boing intermitiont fever of a malarial type. 
Gonorally speaking, fever oontinnes throughout the year, but: the 
cold woather-from Ootober to March is the period of greatest inten- 
sity ; pructioally all parts of the district are affected, but the Jaleswar 
thins is the worst fever zone. Many parts of the district are low. 
lying, swampy and water-logged; and the houses, which are generally 
qaud huts constracted from earth dug out of a hole in the immediate 
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vicinity, axe surrounded by unhealthy stagnant pools, which furnish 
brosding places for the anopheles mosquito. Great diffoulty is 
oxperionced in inducing th Oriya to take quinine ns a prophylnotio, 
owing to his inhoront projudico against its use; but in 1904 and 
‘1906 tho free distribution of pioo-packets to tho poor mat with somo 
‘macasuxe of sucooss in tho intoxior, whore malarin wns most provalont, 
‘Tho town of Balasoro has porhaps a grontor immunity from fovor 
than any othor part of tho district; and horo stops havo roootly 
boon takon to destroy mosquitoos as an exporimental measure hy 
“mosquito brignde” working undor tho supervision of the Civil 
Surgeon; about 80 houses and compounds wore cleared by tho 
Irigade in 1905, and tho rosult: was, on the wholo, satistaotory. 

‘Bofore steamer communication with other paxts of Bengal had 
boon established and before the construction of the railway, cholera 
annually mado its appoaranco along the ‘Trunk Road together 
with the great stream of pilgrims travelling to Puri. Tt was 
ranked first among the soourges of epidemic disoase, and the 
mortality caused by ié was appalling. In 1858 it is eid that it 
worked its way from village to village, till there was not a single 
hhamlot thab escaped it, and very few in which the mortality fell 
short of 10 or 12 per cont. ‘The whole distriot was panio-stricken, 
and the villagers fled from thoir houses, leaving behind the dead 
and dying. Another tomiblo visitation ocourred in tho fomino 
your of 1866, the severity of which may be gouged by the fact that 
'88 out of 100 prisonens in the jail wore atinoked and 86 died. 

Aster stoain oommunication: botween Orissa and Caloutia had to 
a large oxtont cleared the Timk Road of pilgrims, the epidemios 
of cholera diminished, but in 1888 it was reported thet the average 
mortality was about 5 per mille, reaching the excessive figure of 
18°7 per mille in 1889. During the decade ending in 1900 there 
wore again froquent epidemics, the wonst outbreak being in 1892, 
when the disease was responsible for a mortality of 15 per 1,000, 
arate which was exoooded during the decade only in a terrible 
epidemio in Purnea in 1900. Since the latter year cholera has 
oen on annual visitation, tho average denth-rate during the 5 
yrs ending in 1905 being 4 per mille, but there have been none 
of the terrible outbreaks which were formerly common. It 
usually makes its appearance immediately before and after the 
rains; and there can be little doubt that its prevalence is due to 
abad and scanty water-sapply. In many parts of tho district 
the people have to undertake journeys of threo or four miles in 
order to secure potable water ; and it soams en unquestionable fact 
that the majority at least of the peasants drink all their Lives from 
‘wolls and tanks charged with ganic impurities, 
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In common with the inhabitants of othor parts of Orissa, tho Diarshcoa 
people of Bulasoro sufler greatly from diarrhoea and dysontery, but #2 
the number of deaths ailributed to these affections has steadily“ 
Accronsod since tho prosont aystom of reporting births and deaths 
‘was infroduoed in 1892, In the 5 yoaxs onding in 1896 tho avor~ 
‘go annual death-rato wos 3:6 per mille, in the noxt quinquennium 
it was 2:4 por mille, and in tho 4 yours onding in 1905 it fell to 
1-8 per thousand of the population. ‘The provalonos of diarshou 
‘and dysontory in Orissn has recently been mado tho subject of a 
special enquiry, tho object being to ascertain whethor their pro- 
valenoo was as great; as would appoar from the high doath-rate 
persistontly rotarned or whether it was duo to error on the part of 
reporting agonoy. ‘Tho conclusions arrived ab are that the high 
reported doath-rate does moro or Joss reprosont the state of affairs, 
and that diarthéoa and dysentery, partioulaxly the former, are ® 
frequent cause of death in this part of the country, their grentest 
incidence being in February and March. Dysontery is fairly 
gemma, bu do not case ao many dats as cocle aiarrhon, 
‘Who death-rate is, however, undoubtedly inoveased by tho fact that 
typioal and ties o1ses of cholera aro reported ax diarrhona, 
Tnfontilo dinrrheon is extraordinarily oommon, and is the chiot 
cause of the high donth-rato, the rotums of casos among children 
under 5 yours of ago being nearly equal to all those among persons 
cover that age. Gonorally spoaking, tho causo of those diseases is 
tho bad wator-supply, tho onting of now rieo as soon as it is reaped, 
and the genoral ignorance of the poople. 

Orissa has long had an unenviable reputation for the provalenod gial-pox 
of small-pox, which broaks out in epidemio form nearly every your. 
Those outbreaks aro largely dio to an ancient prejudice against 
vaccination and to the widesprend practice of inoculation, which 
spreads emall-pox among tho unprotected. In Balasore, as in tho 
othor districts of tho Division, the disoaso is an annual visitation, 
but the number of deaths due to it is far loss than in either Puri 
or Cuttack. ‘There were somewhat sovere outbreaks in 1901 and 
1902, causing a total mortality of 8,600, but sinoo then there: have 
boon no serious epidemics; and in the 4 years ending in 1906 it 
aooounted for an averge mortality of only 660 per annum. 
‘This satisfactory result is duo to tho fact that vaccination is steadily 
seks popularity among tho conservative Oriyas. 

shantiasis is common, bub is not nearly so prevalent as has Otter 

este een represented. ‘Thus, in the last Settlement Report ahem. 
(1900) it ie stated that it is the most common of endemio 
disease and that noaxly 30 per oant. of tho poptlation suffer from 
‘ity while in Hrunter’s Statistioal Account of Bengel (1877) it is 
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said that elephantinsis atlacks about 26 por cont. of the people and 
is always prosont in from 15 to 20 por cout. Regarding this state- 
ment, the following remarks of a former Civil Surgeon of Balasore 
aay be quoted. After pointing out that this percentage would 
monn that one in ovory four or five porsons in the district is sub- 
joot to tho diseaso, he remarks--** This, I holiovo, to be vory far from 
‘the facts. In mhouschold of from 20 to 80 domestics, one sorvant 
may be found with tho complaint. In a jail of 80 to 100 prisonors, 
two or these may bo fond suiforing from it, In gathorings in 
tho streots and fairs I have nover notiood so high a porcontago as 
one in four or five of the people. I am of opinion that? por cent. 
would still be a high figure, ‘That males suffer moro from tho 
Gisoase than females is oorreot, and that it has a strong hereditary 
leaning is equally undoubted. Ono feature peculiar to tho disease 
hore is thnt tho sorotum is seldom the sont of the disonso, and rarely 
indeod do wo se9 the large scrotal tumors seen clsowhore.” 
‘Hydroccle and syphilis are also common, but are not noarly 80 
common as would appoar from tho Statistical Account of Bengal, 
whaie it is said that 20 per oot. of tho poople Inbour under 
ydrocele, and that as many as 40 per cont, of the population aro 
viotims to syphilis. ‘Tho lattor is an. excessively high ostimato + 
and though venereal disonses aro cortainly common, as will. be 
apparent from the tablo at tho ond of this chapter, it is doubtful 
whothor Balasore is worse then other pats of Bengal in this 
respect, A maximum of 10 por cont. would bo a more reasonable 
estimate; and in the caso of hydrocelo, 7 por cont., though still 
Ligh, would be nearor tho mark, Cutanoous diseases aro general 
among the rice-cating Oriyas; ague and rhoumatio affections, 
with oold and watarh, aro also very provalent. 
ingent. -Ori#60 stands high among the localities in which leprosy is 
tien.” prevalent, and the proportion of male lepers in Balasore (187 per 
100,000) is greater than in any other district in the Division; the 
perontnge among fomales (63 per 100,000) is much lower. 
Insonity is comparatively raro, and tho proportion of Iunatios (24 
por 100,000 males and 18 per 100,000 females) is far below the 
ayeroge for the whole Provinos. Blindness is also much loss 
frequont than in either Cuttack or Puri, and in tho consus of 1001 
it was found that the porcontage of blind persons was ouly 45 por 
100,000 males and 44 per 100,000 females; the corresponding 
Agures for the whole of Bongal wore 95 and 85 respectively. 
snors. Organized and systematio schemes of sanitation are practically 
nox. unknown outside the town of Balasore. Hero a great advance has 
hem made during tho last 30 years. Writing in 1877, Sir William 
‘Hunter remarked—“ Till lately no attempt was mado at sanitation, 
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Balasoxe town contains no fewer than 11,000 tanks, not one of which, 
an be said to be ina wholesome state. The banks are the recep- 
tacle of every sort of filth, fluid and solid, The one object of the 
Oriya’s life is ooromonial purity, which he reoonciles in a surprasing 
ogres with foul drinking-water and putrid dirt-heaps at his door.” 
Since that time tho sanitation of the town has been greatly 
improved in spito of tho limited moans of the municipality, ‘Tanks 
have boon cleared out, drains opened, and conservancy rules 
rigidly enforced. ‘The drainage of the town is good, all surplus 
water finding a ready exit, and thes natural facilities have been 

* aided by the introduction of an extensive system of drains ond by 
the removal of the old drains which terminated in cese-pools, 

In tho intorior tho stato of affairs is very different, “Wells have 
eon sunk and tanks cleaned, but there has been no serious attempt 
to improve the conditions provailing in the mofussil villages, while 
tho apathy of the people and tho unwholesome habits to which 
they aro rooted ronder tho task of village sanitation on any appre- 
cinble somo most difficult. Fow villages have a pure and regular 
wwater-pply, and they all abound in filthy pits and hollows con 
taining water of tho foulest charactor and full of decaying vogo- 
tation which oonstitutos a standing monace to public health. 
‘Who houses throughout the district aro built of mud dug up 
from the Vicinity; and tho result is that in tho neighbourhood 
of almost ovory but or houso thoro is a dirty pit, filled to ova 
flowing with water in the xainy songon, and tho rocoptadle 
of ovory description of filth. 

‘Voooination is unpopular among all classes in Oxissa, where ysconras 
the people are more conservative, less enlightened and amore x10%, 
‘wedded to suporstitious boliofs than in the neighbouring Provinco 
of Bongal. Inooulation has, on the other hand, been practised for 
ages past, and the people believe in it. ‘Thoy soo that its offects 
are sorious, dnd they think that the powers of the goddoss of 
small-pox ate manifested hy the eruption; while, as its substitute 
is not followed by an enue on, as a rule, by fover, they distrust 
its powers of 

Tho profession oe hibeolabe ft hereditary among tho Mastin qy. 
Brakmaas, who are found in scattered villages all over Orissa, prectice ot 
Thoir working sowson is usually a short ono, oxtending from tign 
about November to March. Tho material used is small-pox 
derived from a person recovering from an attack of variola 
discreta and removed on or about the 21st day of the disease. 
After removal, the crust is covered up with cotton-wool and placed 
in a small hollow bamboo which is closed with a sola pith cork. 
‘When required for uso—and this should be, if possible, within 3 
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or 4 days after romoval—the cotton-wool containing the orust is 
moistened with water and squeezed on to a snail-shell; and the 
turbid fluid thus obtained is used for the operation. ‘The instru- 
ment employed is a small piooo of iron, shaped Iiko a miniature 
country nail-parer, with a shexp edge with this the skin isnotchod 
until Blood just appoars in tho sartolt, ond tho watory fluid mon- 
tioned above is thon applicd. Formerly male children wore 
generally inootlated on the foronrm, and fomalo children on tho 
upper arm ; but the Pans, tho horeditary inooulators of somo of the 
‘Pributary States, soloot a spot on tho forchond hetwoon the 
ayckrows as tho sont of inoculation. Recently, however, owing to 
the prohibition of the practioo, it has boon found necessary to select 
some less conspicuous place, such ns the hack of the arm, kneo 
or hand. Although thors is no restriction regarding the age 
at which the operation may bo performed, it usually takes place 
detween the age of two and eight yours, and in pmctico persons 
over 40 years of age are not subjected to it. 

‘Tho operation is practically a roligious coromony. ‘The day 
before it takes place a solomn offering is mado to Sitalé, the 
goddess of emall-pox, of which the ossontials are coco-nuts, milk, 
tread, ourd, choose, plantains, turmeric, rico, duba grass, plum 
leaves and vermilion. This paid having boo completed, the 
child is inooulnted, and incantations are made to Sitalé until the 
scabs fall off. ‘Four or five days after the operation the inootlator 
visits the child and takes his foes ; and he oomes again. and offore 
‘piyja to Sitala from tho 9th to the 16th day, during the hoight of 
the eruption. Formerly this pia was performed openly with 
cornets and drums; but nowadays it takes loco privately for 
fear of attracting attention. 

‘Atter the operation the child is fed on oold rico and fené (a kind 
of swoetmeat), and has a bath daily until the eruption appears. 
‘The bath is then stopped, and xice, daz and fried plantains form 
the dietary, During the period of convalescence the patient is 
humoured, dealt gontly with, and nover soolded, even if fractious, 
as it is belioved that the deity presiding over small-pox is in the 
child’s aystem, and any castigation or abuse might offend the god- 
ess and draw down her wrath upon the child, in the form of con- 
fluent small-pox and death. It is also belioved that the inooulators 
have the powor of producing the exact number of eruptions which 
they promise before undertaking the operation ; and they axe 
credited with tho power of allaying the intensity of tho disoaso 
ina small-pox stricken pationt. ‘Their treatment consists in the 
administration of emotics and purgatives, hy the action of which 
they believe the poison is washed away. 
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‘Tho danger of this practico in spreading small-pox soarosly 
noods illustration, but for ‘many years past it has not been so 
provalent in Balasore as in Cuttack and Pusi, and it is gradvally 
dying out, Vaosination has mado steady progress among the 

pooplo in spite of the fact that it is only compulsory in tho Balasore 

Muniofpality, and tho projudioo against it (is disppearing. In 
1905-06 altogother 80,600 persons woro successfully vaccinated, 
roprosonting 29'1 per thousand of the population, and proteo- 
tion was afforded to 242'6 por mille of tho infant population. 
In the proooding 5 yours tho average annual number of persons 
‘successfully vaocinatod was 87,860 or 86°56 per mille, as compared 
with tho ratio of 88-2for the whole of Orissa and of 81°1 for 
tho ontiro Provineo. 

Thirty yours ago thero wore only 2 dispensaries in tho distri, storoan 
tho Pilgrim Hospital snd Dispensary at Balasoro’anda branch dis- 2 
ponsary at Bhadrakh, and the total number of perons treated at 
them was only 4,000. ‘Tho number of dispensaries, excluding the 
Polioo Hospital at Balasore, which is intended only for mombers 
‘of tho polioo foro, has now rison to 11, of which 4 have aocom- 
modation for in-patients. During tho 6 yours 1890-1804 (whom 
there wore only 8 disponentios) tho average annual number of 
porsons treated was 21,000, but it was moro than doubled in tho 
quinquennium ending in 1904, whon it amounted to over 43,000 por 
annum of whom 700 wore in-patients. During the smo poriod the 
daily avorago number of in-patients inoronsed from 20 to over 23, 
tho cost of diot of cach pationt boing 2 annae por diom ; while the 
daily number of out-pationts rose from 118 to 206 and tho nvorage 
annual inoome from Re. 11,000 to Rs. 18,000, . Statistios for 19005 
will be found in the tables at the ond of this chapter. 

"Tho prinipal model institution in tho ainsi! is tho Pilgrim 
Hospital at Balasoro, which was ostablished in 1853 with the 
object of affording metioal retif to the pilgrims passing along the 
‘Trunk Road to Purl, Pilgrims formerly constitated the great 
majority of the patients, but sinoo tho establishment of through 
railway communication with Pax, their numbers havo greatly allan 
off and tho hospital is little usod by them. ‘This hospital has 
coommodation for 89 (88 malles and 6 females) indoor patients, 
and an annual avenge of 6,000 patients aro fronted. A now 
hospital, called tho Contral Hospital, is now under ooustruction, 
which itis hoped will meet a long-felt want. ‘The main buildings 
have been comploted and havo boon in uso sinoe November 1905 ; 
inaluding the beds in the Pilgrim Hospital, it contains 42 beds for 
male and 6 beds for female patients. ‘The town also contains 
2 disponsarios affording outdoor: relief only, viz, Raja Shyima- 














” BALABORE. 


manda De's Dispensasy and Reni Srimati's Female Dispensary, 
Tho other dispensaries sro situated in. the intorior at Baliaptl, 
Bhadrakh, Chindbili, Bram, @hantoswar, Jaleswar and Soro, Of 
these the Bhadrakh Dispensary, established in 1868, has acoom- 
modation for 12 (8 males and 4 femalos) indoor pationts and tho 
Chindbali Disponsoxy for 18 (10 malos and 8 fomalos) indoor 
patients, ‘Tho othr dispensaries afford outdoor roliot only. 
Reoontly also, as an experimental monsure, an itnorant Civil 
‘Hospital Assistant has boon appointed by tho Distriot Boud to 
visit tho maxkots in the Bhadrakkh subdivision and afford medioal 
relief to the poorer classes. 

Among tho medioal institutions of tho district may be men- 
tioned the Pilgrims’ Lodging ‘Houso Fund, which contributes to 
tho pay of tho Civil Hospital Assistants in chargo of tho dispen- 
saries at Chindbali and Jaleswax, keops in repair the latter 
dispensary and that at Soro, and mests the pay of a compounder 
and swoopor at the two places last namod. ‘Tho Fund also provides 
for tho cloaning of wells along tho ‘Trunk Rond and for the 
up-keop of chattis or pilgrims’ rost-houses at ‘Turki, Soro and 
Bhadrakh (NayAbasax), ‘Tho annual oxpenditure averages about 
Re, 2,600, 

‘ho following tables show tho prinofpal disonsos troatod togothor 
with tho number of operations porformed, and tho rooeipts and 
expenditure of onch hospital and dispensary dusing 1906 :— 
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OHAPTER V. 


AGRIOULTURE, 


Gena. As aowant hae heen given in Chaptor I of tho threo trata into 


rom 


‘Tracts of 
ferilty, 


which the district is naturally divided, vis., the littoral, forming 
the soa-taoe of the Bay of Bengal, the stbmontano, under tho 
wostora hills, and botwoon thom a zono of highly fortile land 
intorsootod by a notwork of rivors. ‘To tho onst is a low-lying 
tract, a groat part of whioh is imprognatod with salt and unfit for 
caltivation, while much of tho xoat is oxposed to damago from 
stormewnves. ‘To tho woat is a jungly and unoultivable rogion 
of high undulating land covered with bamboos and samtb jungle. 
Between “thovo two tracts lie tho alluvial plains, forming tho 
grontor part of tho district, which prosont a gradual and stondy 
slope from tho high lands of tho west to tho goa, and a composition 
varying according to the relative proportion of the sond and silt 
of which thoy aro formed. 

‘heso throo main divisions may, howovor, bo subdivided for 
gonoral purposes into smallor divisions. In tho aroa lying botwoon 
tho Coast Onnal and tho soa, wo find extending upwards from 
the river Gamat to the Burtbaleng, a groat plain of grass land, 
the grasing ground of herds of cattle and buffalo, with occasional 
sparse patches of oultivation and low sorub jungle upon tho sand 
ridges and near the tidal streams. South of the Gramai betwoon 
tho protective embankment: and the soa, the aspect of tho country 
is tho same, Botwoon tho Buribalang and Hiskuri there 
is. a little cultivation immediately on the cast of the canal, 
and beyond this is a notwork of tidal orecks fringed with heavy 
jungle. ‘From the Hiskurs to the Subarnarokha cultivation is 
mob with inside the wooded sand hills which ran in parallel 
ridges along tho const. At tho mouth of the latter river and along 
the tidal orecks spronds an impenotrable jungle; and upon tho 
north side the coast lino is marked with sand ridges which protect 
tho cultivated lands extending to the eanal. 

On the west of the distriat, whero the boundary approaches the 
hills and the lends aro higher, there is a reddish rocky soil, which 
is partially broken up to yield a scanty orop, and contains 
patches of junglo, including a little oaf, which rarely attains any 
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sizo. In other places, however, whero the hills run precipitously 
down to the arnble lands, tho Innd is often of oonsiderablo fortility, 
1a it is enriched by the vogotable matter washed down from tho 
higher ridges. 

‘Tho remainder of the distriot is a plain of arable Inds, varying 
in lovel from tho pate or low lands, such as tho Talhati in Bayang, 
tho Ankura pad and Babaria jai! in Keramrdachaur, to the stretch 
of higher lands in the contre running from pargana Bolilchand 
upwards, and widening towards the town of Balasore. 

Balasore is a land of abundant rainfall, Sinoo 186U the 
average registered fall for the yoar has been over G0 inches; it hes 
cocasfonally been as great as 80 or 90 inches and oneo (in 1862) 
‘was over IL inchos and it has only twvioo beon less than. 50 imches. 
On the other hand, the rainfall is prooarious, and an untimely or 
unequal distribution is liable to cause tho partial ox complete 
destruction of the orope, even if the actual fall doos not fall. short 
of the quantity required. A heavy shower in February o: March 
{is necessary to enable tho land to be ploughed, but the most eritial 
months are May, Septomber and October. If the May showers, 
which are the procarsors of the monsoon rains, do not fall, sowing 
may be projudioially delayed ; but deficiency in the rainfall in 
Soptember and October is even more dangerous, 8 it affects tho 
maturing of the staple rice erop. ‘The most terrible famine the 
district has ever known was caused by th failure of the September 
and October rains in 1865, On the whole, it may be said that a 
woll-distributed rainfall'of 40 inches is sufficient to secure the 
crop, provided that mot less than 4 inches fall in October; but 


Rainfall. 


in order to obtain a bumper crop at least 50 inches are required, of * 


which 8 inches must fall in Soptomber and 6 inches in October. 
In thelast40 years, however, there have boon 12 ocotsions, on which 
tho fall of October has boon loss than 4 inches; and, generally 
sponking, the cultivators have to fnoe the prospect of having once 
in every three or four yous a reinfall less than the maximum 
compatible with the ripening of the crop, and of suffering a 
Joss of at least a portion of the rico in tho unimigated 
lends. 

‘Besides this, the district is Liable to inundation from tho xivers 
overflowing their banks when swollen by heavy rainfall in the 
hills, Tt is only, howover, when they are of an extraordinary 
height and of long duration, or when they ocour s0 late as to 
render resowing impossible, that very serious and widespread 
damage is done by such floods. Provided that they are not too 
high or of long continuance, and that they come early in the 
season, they are productive of almost as much good as harm, as 


Trrigation, 


Water. 
ifs. 
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tho fertilizing silt they leave behind renews the productive powers 
of the soil and assures excellent harvests. 

Owing to the ample supply of rainfall in ordinary years, 
frigation is for loss essential than in less favoured parts of tho 
Provinoo, and, exoopt for th canals, it is comparatively little uscd. 
‘Tho aren ixigated by the canals is prnotically all under rico, 
and water is taken from April to Decomber, tho demand for it 
boing greatest in May and Juno, whon it is required for ploughing 
the land, in July and August for loosening tho soil at tho roots of 
tho young plants, and in otobor for tho final ripening of tho 


xop. 

‘Tho xainfall is, howover, gonovally so steady that it is only in 
excoptional yeors that there is any uxgent nood for canal wator. 
‘The lower lands are very flat, and retain most of the rein-water; 
and thore aro only a few places whore, in most yonrs, artificial 
irrigation is absolutely easontinl for xico oultivation. Tnrigation 
is carried on to a oortain extent from the rivers, the river water 
boing ulilized for the crops near their banks, but tanks aro seldom 
used for tho purpose. In such casos, invigation is generally oon 
fined to tho more valuablo oxops, such as sugarcane, tobacco and 
colton. Well wator is not used for ordinary ultivation, but only 
for garden orops. 

Tn low-lying trots water is taken from tho small stroama and 
crooks by moans of tho fenda or bamboo water-lift, his oon- 
trivanco for raising water consists of two upright posts with a 
cross-bar which sorves as a fulerum on which a bamboo polo 
‘works ; tho latter is woighted at ono end hy  stono or mass 
of mud, and ab tho other o thin bamboo is fastenod, with 
fn earthen pot or bucket attaclied. “Whon water is required, tho 
caltivator pulls down tho bamboo polo till the buckot is immersed ; 
‘as soon as the tension is relaxed, tho woight: attached to tho 
lover raises tho bucket of itself, and tho water is then empticd 
{nto the nodA or pipe, which is genorally tho hollowod trunk of 
polm tree, and is dirooted into the fields. When the field is any 
considerable height above the water, a platform is built on four 
stout bamboos on which a man stands to work the lever. 

‘Where tho water has only to be raised a fow feot, it may be 
scooped up in a send, a sort of basket mado of eplit bamboo which 
two men use. Holding the ropos attached to cither side, they 
swing it backwards, and bringing it down sharply into the water, 
carry the forvard motion of the swing through, until the ev, now 
full of water, is raised to the level of the water-channel, when 
the contents are poured out. Another way of lifting water a short 
distance is with a scoop, called the janta, which is made of 9 
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ingle piooo of wood about 6 fect long, hollowed out and shaped 
like ono-half of a canoe, the broad open end of which resis on the 

head of tho water.channel. ‘The pointed closed ond dips into the 
water, and when this is raised the water pours naturally into the 
channel. It may be worked by one man either direotly or with 

tho help of a bamboo crane and oomnterpoise, as is done with the 
tenda, but it oannot litt moro than a couple of foot. Sometimes 

two of theso methods are combined, the water being lifted by the 
tonda into a reservoir, and from that into the water-channel by a 

aon ox Janta, 

‘Tho ‘arable Innd in the plains consists of alluvium in which Sos, 
sand and clay aro intormixod in varying proportions ; but the 
cultivators recognize a large number of ditferont classes of cil, 
tho names of which vary according to their situation, elevation and 
composition. In an onlinary village, the lands fall primarily 
under three main divisions according to their situation, vis., 
(1) he low lands retaining rain water, and hence called jala or 
wot lands, on which winter rico is grown. ‘These lands -predo- 
minato in the district and comprise the groator part of the ‘whole 
cultivated area. (2) The high lands round tho village home- 
steads, which being enriched by manure and household refaso, 
have a blackish colour and aro therefore called ala ; they aro 
dovoted to vegetables, cotton, jute, and other valuable crops. ‘The 
homestead land is also known by the gonsrio name of ghar bari ; 
and the land lying between this and the flelds is called gantah. 
(8) Tho riverside lands (pa/a), whioh being periodically fertilized 
by doposits of silt are suitable for growing tobacco, cotton, mustard 
and other rabi crops. 

Arable lands aro also classified acoording to their elevation, the 
low-lying lands being called yatira and the high land danga. 
High lands which are not enriched by silt and cannot retain 
‘water are contemptuously referred to as waste land (thengé or 
thong). A further classification under which all lands fall is that 
of quality. ‘Tho fret class (cu) includes all soils which retain 
moisture up to tho time when tho ear is ripe; and alluvial ond 
homestead lands also rank in this class on account cf their special 
fertility. ‘The sooond alas (doem) includes land at medium level 
which retain moisture up to September. Inferior and sandy soils 
rank under tho third class or sce. ‘Tho soils are again divided 
into four great classes aooording to their composition, viz., (1) mata’ 
or olay lands, (2) dorasd or loamy soils, (3) balsa or sandy lands, 
(4) natu or alluvial soils, 

‘The ryots, however, rocognize a large number of minor distino~ 
tions and give different names to tho soils adcording to the 
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extont to which olay, sand, loom and silt predominate in their 
formation, AMata/ is tho namo given to all kinds of stiff clayey 
soils on which rico and eugercone aro principally grown, 
Ohikilamatad isa strong sticky olay, which is almost too stiff 
to bo used for successful oaltivation, and grows for tho most 
part como varioties of wintor rico, ‘The outturn on such 
ands is said to be generally very poor. Dorasa is a mixture of 
sand and day in nonxly equal parts. It is used for Liali or 
autumn rico and for all rabi crops. It is easily worked and is 
retentive of moisture. Te/alia is the name given to a loam which 
contains a larger admixture of sand than the dorasa Jands, It is 
looser in texture, and boing pooror, requires more manuxing than 
the latter. Baliamatal is a loam with a largo admixture of earth ; 
in other words, a-rich sandy loam. alia is the name given to 
vory looso sandy soils which grow tho pooror kinds of rabi crops. 
‘Thingdjann is an clovated sandy loam with vory little moisture, 
which as a rule is allowod to lio waste. Patu is an alluvial soil, 
formed from silt doposited by floods. It is used for tobaovo, jute, 
coriander and mustard, ond is taken advantage of to grow all 
kinds of misoollaneous crops, 
‘Tho district contains fringes of jungle along the soa-board to 
tho cast and along tho odgo of the hilly country to tho wost, but 
claowhore there is vast rico plain, Rico, oooupying 1,203 square 
Rio niles or O1 por oont. of the net cropped area, is the all-important 
crop of tho district, Tixoopt for naxrow strips along tho banks of 
tho xivors and tho littlo garden plots in tho homestonds of tho 
ponsonts, it may bo broadly stated that the whole district produyps 
rioo and nothing but-sico. ‘Tho variotios grown are very numerous, 
‘but they all fall under one of three heads novonding to tho season 
at which they are sown and reaped, viz (1) bial, or easly rie, 
sown in May and reaped in Angust and Soptomber ; (2) sarad, or 
‘winter rico, sown in May or June and harvested between Octobor 
and January; and (8) dalua, or spring rice, which is sown in 
Deommber ot January after the floods havo subsided and is 
hhaxvested in March and Apri. 

ytater __ The most important ofall those crops is the sdrad or wintor 

Wister éo0, which is estimated to cover 1,025 square miles or 77 por cont, 
cof tho total area under cultivation. “No less than 146 varieties of 
sdvad vice aro recognized locally, but there are three main classes, 
viz, ash, kanda and guru. ‘The former is grown on the high 
lands, gurtt on the low lands, which are covered with water for 
months together, and kavda on the lands at an intermediate level. 
Sowing takes placo in May or June, aovording as the rains aro 
early or late, but the time of harvest varies for the different 
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varieties, tho aah. boing reaped in August or September, the 
anda in Soptembor or October, and the guru from November to 
January. Where tho land is high, the crop is sown broadaast, but 
in the low lands the seedlings aro transplanted, as otherwise the 
water would wash away the seods oxdrown the early seedlings. 
‘Tho vioe-felds vary in sizo, ranging from small plots covering: zyth 
af an nord to largo ficlds occupying an nore of ground. ‘They are 
‘onglosed on all four sides by small xidgos (jira) aboutafoot in height 
* gna broad, in order that the main. wator collected in those axtiffoial 
shallows may keop tho plants wot; otherwise, tho land losing its 
moistaro, the plants would quickly wither and the oeop be lost.” 
Adtor the winter orop has beon harvestod in Dooember, the yrebnodsot 
cultivator is on tho look out for tho first shower of rain to plough sitive. 
his land, ‘Tho timo of ploughing neoossarily depends on the 
rainfall, but if tho oultivator is lucky, this ocours in February. 
‘As soon as tho first shower falls, tho oountry is coved with 
miserable locking hali-starved cattle dragging primitive ploughs, 
which as a mule nover ponotrato a foot bolow the suxiaoe of the soil. 
‘Tho Jand is ploughed as often as the wonther and the rosources of 
tho oultivator pormit, butas a rule four or five ploughings aro 
considered mufficiont. ‘Tho soil after boing fumed up is exposed to 
tho action of tho sun ond vind, and those lands which lie beyond 
tho roach of tho fortilizing rivor silt aro manured. ‘The peasant 
thon waits for tho showors which usher in the monsoon, and 
starts sowing a8 soon as they oppoor in May or June. The 
plants gorminato in 16 days, and oonsoquontly the otrlier the sood 
‘bo sown and the stronger tho young plants aro when the raina 
set in, the better is the chanoo of w good crop, During tho latter 
holt of Juno and tho first halt of July the growth of the rice 
is helped by the monsoon rains, and. the cultivators havo little to 
do but watch the young plants growing up, mend the small ridgos i 
round the fiolds, and do similar odd jobs. During tho rest of 
July and Angust, when tho plants have attained a hoight of 
about 10 inchos, there is tho important operation ealled brusan 
(literally changing of place) to bo porformed. ‘This consists of 
driving tho plough through tho young rioo in order to. thoroughly. 
loosen the soil at their roots; the sico plants are then Srmly 
replanted by hand and a sort of blunt harrow is driven over tho 
field to level and consolidate it. ‘The ridges enclosing the flelds 
aro then finally strengthoned, the grass cleared away from them, 
and tho weods removed. For theso operations an ample supply 
of water is necessary, and if this is available and there is sufficient 
rainfall in September and October, a good harvest is sesured in 
the cold-weather months, 
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From the preceding account it will be clear that the time of 
sowing and roploughing are two important periods when the sdrad 
cxop requires wator, but by far tho most oritioal period comes. in 
the middle of October, when its fate doponds entixely on thore 
‘being énough water to mature it and to fill out the ear, At the 
first poriod mo axlifcinl irvigation is possible, and the. people 
depend on rain water. At tho goood and thixd poriods lands 
commanded -by the consls oan always got a plontiful supply of 
water, and under normal conditions tho other lands also got 
sufficiont rain water; but in years of deficient or unevenly distrib. 
utod rainfall tho poople are obliged to isrigate tho crop fiom 
overy available source, 

Nowly all the sdvad rioo is broadenst, transplantation boing 
‘an unpopular system of cultivation, as it involves more labour and 
‘the transplanted sccdlings are very dolicate for tho first month 
and liable to injury by flood and still moro by drought. Tt is, 
howover, admitted that, whon mtooossful, transplantation givos 
lnngor yield, and it is rosorted to for fields, ospocially for those 
under irrigation, which grow a sdrad crop after biall, to avoid 
tho risk of only floods and to replace tho loss of the broadcast 
axop if it is dostroyed hoforo tho ond of July. ‘Tho soeds aro sown 
cithor wet or dry in a nurtory, which is gonorally a fiold noar tho 
village woll manured and fonced in to keop off jackals ond other 
snimals. ‘Tho land is carefully watered, and whon tho soodlings 
are a month old, they aro transplanted into the rico-tield. ‘ho 
latter is proparod by ploughing end manuring in tho ame way as 
for broadeast xico, and is onoo again ploughod and hurrowad 
before the young plants are planted. ‘The seedlings are arranged 
in bunches of threo or four plants with a small spaoo botwoon etch 
‘bunch ; tho roots are carefully imbedded to the depth of a couple 
of inofes; they ro thon left, and roquire no further attontion 
beyond a good wooding and a copious supply of water. ‘Tho 
catlier tho transplantation is done, the botter the results, and the 
proper timo is considered to bo from tho middle of July to tho 
middle of August. 

‘Tho biddi or easly rico, which covers an ron of 168 aquare miles, 
ranks noxt to sdrad xico in importance. ‘There are two main 
classes of bidli, viz,, the easly varioty, onlled sathika from the fact 
that it comes to maturity 60 days from the dato of sowing, and 
the bara dian ripening sbout a month later. ‘Both varioties are 
town broadcast and are grown on the highor lands of the villages, 
and fot proferenoo in a light loamy soil. ‘The whole orop is more 
precarious than tho winter xioo, being injurionsly affected by 
drought in Juno and July, and being also liable to destruction 








AGRICULTURE. 83 


‘by heavy floods early in the season. A failure of this crop does 
not, howover, affoct tho people very sériously, as they can gen~ 
erally bo recouped for its loss by a good harvest of wintor rics. If 
the bigt is damaged by a doficienoy of rain or by inundation and 
there is no time for resowing, the lower lands at least can. bo sown, 
with sdrad, which with sexsonablo rainfall gives « good harvest, 
and 50 makes up for tho loss occasioned by the loss of the ‘early 
rico. Onthoothor hand, if tho xain is woll distributed in tho oarly 
part of the soason but fails at its’close, a bumper crop of biali 
will, in part at least, compensate for the sdrad arop being spoilt, 

Dalua is 0 coaxso variety of rico, which is grown on low swampy Daiwa 

grounds and on lands too heavily water-logged to yield sarad, #* 
lay lands subject to tidal inundation are commonly chosen for 
the purpose, as it requires a low lovel and facilities for irrigation, 
If is sown in tho winter and reaped in the spring, and a good 
supply of wator is therofore nooossary. ‘Tho orop may be eithor 
transplanted or brondoast, but tho former method is the more 
“common, A nursery is seleotod in tho oomner of a fleld or tank, 
in which the seodlings romain till they are about a foot high; 
they aro thon imbedded in the rico field, which has boon ploughed 
till it is a pulpy mass, and this is kept oovored with water till 
the seed flowers. It ripons in March or April, and tho orop is 
then out. 

‘The area under dalua rico is insignificant, and it is mostly 
grown in the south of tho district, Although, however, tho 
normal area under it is small, it is sown very laxgely when thero 

* jp a failure of tho sardd rico; thus, aftor the your 1896, when the 
sdrad crop was destroyed, 2,000 acres wore brought under 
irrigation from the High Lovel Canal, ond tho area invigatod 
from other sources was probably as great, 

‘The other food-geains aro of minor importanoe, oecupying Ose 
only 12,000 acres, and oall for only a brief notice, ‘They include :*"" 
the orops known as miga, birhi, kultht, china, avhar, maize puso 
and wheat, Maya (Phascolus Mungo) is a pulso largoly consumed 
hy the’ poorer classes; it is sown broadoast, in August and 
September and reaped in Deoombar or January. “Birhi (Phaseolus 
radiatus) is also sown broadcast in tho xtins, and, like maga, 
yields @ little round pon which is onten asa pulse in the form 
of dai, It is grown after biali rico, where the land is rich 
enough, and is found chiofly in inundated areas, ulti (Dolichos 
bdiflorus) i another pulso which is ono of the cheapest rabi crops, 

It is sown in November and out in Fobraary, and is oommonly 

eaten in the form of da? by the poorer olasses. China (Paniourit 

mitiaooun) is a cereal sown in August and September and reaped. 
ag 
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in December, Arka (Ogjanus indious) is sown in June on tho 
kala lands, ie, the high homestend lands, and is harvested in 
December. Indian corn ox maize (makai) is sown in July and 
tho oobs axe plucked in September, ‘Wheat is an insignifleant 
axop, boing grown on only 100 acres. 

oniwote, Of all tho oi-soods, mustard and rapo cover tho largost aren, 
boing grown on 7,090 novos. Mustard is grown on tho river 
fide lantls which aro enriched with silt ; it is ono of tho mosb 
valuable of the rubi crops, Ti? or gingolly is raisod on 2,100 acres, 
Yingeed on 100 ores, and tho total area under all other ofl-socil 
‘crops is 2,400 aoros; the most important of these is tho castor- 
oil plant, which is usually found on homestond. lands or in sandy 
flelds along tho beds of xivors, it boing a poouliarity of tho plant 
that it will grow in a depth of sand which would kill othor crops, 

Sate, “ho chief fibro orop is juto, which is grown on homestoad 
lands with facilities for imrigation or on rich alluvial soil 
by tho river side, Its cultivation has oxpandod vory greatly 
in reoont years, ‘Ton yours ago tho aren under this orop was" 
‘only 140 nares, whoroas it is now more than 4,000 aores. ‘This 
rapid: growth of juto cultivation is due to tho high prices now 
obtained for the product, whioh solls for Rs. G8 to Re, 7-8 
mound, while paddy only commands Rs, 2 to Rs, 3 a mound; 
and if tho Balasoro xyot continues to extond tho cultivation 
of this paying orop in tho same way, it may be antioipated that 
tho growth of tho industry will rosult in his becoming a man of 
substance instoad of ono of the poorest of Indian tenantry. 

Tho only other fbro crop is cotton, which, like juto, is grown 
‘on homestead or riverside land; the area under cotton is howover 
insignificant, amounting only to 800 acres, 

Sugmeana, "OF the other orops, the important is sugarcane, which covers 
2,000 acres. Tho plant requires a doamy soil and is grown 
generally on Innds noar tho village and within easy reach of 
caual irrigation, or on thie edges of natural wateroourses, where 
the land is out of the rango of canal water. Ibis a orop requiring 
incessant attention and involving a largo expenditure of time, 
Isbour and money. The field has to be ploughed some twenty 

+ timos and richly manured beforo the oultings are planted in 
January or February. Then constant irrigation is necessary, 
and tho soil has to be loosened, aud oil-cake and mustard oil 
applied to the roots. ‘These provesses aro repeated at intervals, 
the land being irrigated so as to keop it continually moist; and 
After the fourth application of-oil-cake in May or Juno, tho soil: 
is loosened by the plough and tho land weeded. ‘The stems 
ave then wrapped in sugarcane Jeaves qnd tied up; after another 
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weeding it August the leaves are bound together and the plants 
-tied togethor in fours to give them greater power to resist the 
storms, Finally, in Deoomber the canes are out down and the 
jitioo is extmoted. ‘Tho mills used for this purpose are extremely 
primitive, the old wooden mills which oxtract only a fraction of 
the juioo being omployed, and tho uso of the improved Bibia 
roller mill, has not yot ‘booome general. It isa op which 
txhauala ‘Go ground, and land whiah bens it for two yours aa to 
bo lott fallow for the third. 

‘The tobacco plant, oommonly called the dinampatra ox emoke Other 
leaf, is grown ona very small area (100 acres). It requires a TP 
rich loamy soil and a plontiful supply of water, ond is only 
raised on rich silt-covored lands on tho binks of rivers and in the 
opréssions of the big flooded pals or drainage lines. Indigo 
was foruirly raised oh the banks of tho Subarnarskh®, whero 
“4,000 Lighas were planted with it; its oultivation has been given 
up for many years past, 

‘ho cultivation of the climbing vine called pan (Piper letel), Bett 
tho:leaves of which axe used to wrap ‘up tho rypari or arcon-nut 
chowed by nativos of all ranks and classes, is not extensive, but 
its history is of somo intorost, It was introduoed by some ‘men 
‘of tho Barui caste who ome from Bengal and settled down in 
Balasore, and it is still grown for the most part by mon.of this 
caste. ‘The gardens in which’ the creeper is grown aro situated 
chiofly-in Bhograi, Dhamnagar and Bhadrakh ; thoy are odrefully 
Fenced in-and covored with a thatched roof, the inkar- reed, which 
is grown on wot lands in their vicinity, being used for thalghing 
the outer fenco and.as a support for the plant It requires the 
most careful oultivation, but the orop is extremely valuable, and 
the large profits amply repay the Inbour and expense which it 
entails. It is estimated thgé during the eighteen years, which may 
boctakon as the average life of a gardon—at the end .of that time 
it grows to an unmanageable height and.has to be abandoned,— 
tho cultivator obtains a not annual income of. Rs.131 for-one 
gun or-08 acre of land. « 

"Whe most important of all the garden crops is tho briiiad or Veaxsu. 
buiguis- (Solanum - malongena), and its oaltivation is general. 85 419 
Tho-sdru or caladium (Colocasia antiquorum) . produces a. tuber 
‘which “is vory largely enton by tho people. Onions are cominon, 

and cuownbors of many kinds are‘grown in homestead lands and 

may be'seon climbing over the roofs of. the houses in nearly every 
village. Pumpkins and melons are also very generally grown ; 
nearly overy cultivator has plants in his-homestead, and they. 

‘pre also raised-on a larger-scalo on sandy riverside lands, 
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Mhese vegotables are grown most largely in Remuné, Phulwar 
‘and Kemdi for the supply of the Belasore market, and in Randia- 
orgara, Sanaut ond Dhimnager for that of Bhadrakh. 

‘Tho most popular fruit is the plantain, which is grown in 
nowrly overy part of the district; it is eaten as a fruit and also 
‘with ourries, for, like the Urinjal, it forms tho basis of most of the 
vyogetable curries which please tho palate of the Oriya, Mangoos 
grow freely and form a very valuable addition to the food of 
the people during the hot weather, though their quulity is 
decidedly inferior to the Malda and Bombay varictios. The 
trees seem to thrive in south and east winds, anda west wind 
‘Plowing constantly when the tree is in blossom destroys all 

mise of & good crop. Fine apples are grows in many villages, 

it arenot plentiful enough to form a very valuable artidle of 
food. Among other fraits aro the del, jack, tamarind, Indian 
plam, custard apple and papaya. Spices, iurmerio, chillies, ooriane 
dor and ginger, which ore used largely in cooking, are grown 
to @ certain extent. ‘There aro altogether 50,000 nores under 
garden orops and orchards. Generally speaking, the fruit crop 
of the district is precarious owing to the prevalence of storms in 
Maze, Ape and May. 
Kxrae the beginning of the 19th century the district had been 
ae: cine to a terrible state of desolation by the tyranny 
vanox. of the Marathis. Tho hereditary heads of the people hed fled 
4 the, Garhjats, where the independent tributary chiefs gave them 
protection in their hilly and jungly retreats; no land-holders 
could at first be found to engage for the lands; the ryots had 
found from hitter experience that they could get land on more 
favourable terms in the hills and had better prospects af enjoying 
the fruits of it; and the population was oonsequently insufficient 
to till the fields. A traveller who vigited Orissa in 1806 found 
himself in danger of wild beasts from the moment he entered 
the Province. " Between Balasore and Cuttack, in @ country now 
thickly populated and closely cultivated, he passed through 
jmele abounding in tigers and required a guard of sepoys for 
the journey. Since that time, cultivation has extended steadily 
under a settled government, though it was at first impeded by 
frequent droughts, by the injudioious settlements made in the 
carly years of British administration, and still more by the teri- | 

‘ble oyclones of 1831 and 1832, when the sea-face was depopulated 
‘snd large tracts of land were thrown out of cultivation. Since 
fhen there has Been a great expansion of cultivation, and at the 
. settlement concluded in 1900 it was found that the oultivated area 
had increased by no lose thon 40 per gent. in the preceding 60 yesrs- 
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‘The extension of caltivation has been groatest in the north 
af tho disse, whore calliation was in a backward eaio andthe 
Population was comparatively sparse, as indeed it still is; here the 
Enfreso has boon as great as 120 ant 180 por oonk. respectively. in 
‘paryanas Bhogrii and Sahobandar. It has been least in the lower 
central pargonas, whore there is little jungle left to reclaim, and 
whore oaltivation was in an advanoed stato even 60 years ago. 
‘Horo, tho area open to a further extension of tillage is very small, 
and in tho south-east of tho distriot the linbility of the county to 
floods provents now areas of any large sizo being brought under 
the plough. Cultivation is, howover, extending in the upper cen- 
tral parganas ; and in the north of the district there is much virgin 
soil of excellent quality awaiting the advent of setiled wultivation. 
In this traot a considerable area on both sides of the Subarnarekha 


of excluding the water of the tidal streams, which is brackish during 
the hot woather, and of retaining the water admitted daring 
tho rains. ‘Tho lands aro covered with heavy jungle, which tho 
tonant procseds to clear after he has obtained » patta by the pay- 
ment of salami. Eo is allowed to hold the land rent-free for three 
or four yoars, during which poriod the exolusion of salt water by the 4 
construction of an embankment renders the soil ft for ultivation. 
‘The lands aro then charged with a rent of 4annas an sore, sing 
after threo yours tothe fall zat of botwoen Re. 2aad Ra. 8. Such 
Tent nes sh vinta sol of ella ‘gay, ‘and though the 
crop sown among ve dump and pataos af gray is wanty, 
Gekoh vies SiN beac oo sul at auiers ‘somotimes 
oxooeding 30 maands of paddy to tho acre. 
...On the whole, cultivation has extended more rapidly in Bala- 
sore than in any othor digrict of Orissa. ‘The canal system doos 











than elsewhero; and the enquiries made on the subject have failed 
to, <licit any evidenco of « substantial extension of cultivation to 
Jonds which bat for the canal water were not likely to have been 
reclaimed. . 

‘At tho prosont day, tho area under cultivation in the. whole 

+ district is 913,300 acres; there aro only 55,900 acres of culture 

able waste, and the area uot svalable for.cultivation smounte 
to 800,000 nares. _ 

Tha Oni cy vate i ba patio 
indifference to agricultural improvements. Various. experiments oy orizi- 
caging rly any aera ar pra of Government Yat10%, 
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with new arops, selected soed ond modern implements, and on 
oxperimental farm has boon started; but thoso experiments heve 
hhad little offect on cultivation generally. ‘he poople still adoro 
to their old-fashioned ploughs, which {wm up scarcely 6 inches 
of earth; and nothing shows thoir consorvatism moro clearly 
than thoir failuro to adopt tho improvod sugaroano mills which 
hhave become popular almost oveaywhore olso in Bengal. A 
fow of tho Bibié iron sugar-crushing mills aro found round 
Bhadrakh, but olsowhore tho ayot koops to tho old wastoful 
wooden mill. 4 
This want of progress is duo to tho fact that conturios of 
inherited exporionoo havo taught tho oultivator to ruiso tho bost 
crop possible for tho minimum of labour which ho is willing 
to bestow, and ho regards with disfavour any chango involving 
an inoreaso of labour. Ho oa seoue improved oropy without 
increasing his oxertions, by tho uso of improved sood and 
Inbour-saving appliances; but those ho will not intyoduce, Such 
consorvatisin is duo to tho natural idloness and apathy of the 
Balasoro peasant, whom ono account describes as “bigoted, 
wodded to custom, indolent and poor in tho oxtromo.” His 
dislike of now mothods is also largely due to tho fatalistio spixit 
produced by tho liability of tho distrit to suffor from natural 
calamitios. “It is uo wonder,” says tho Sottlemont Oltoor, “ that 
the xyot whom the inolemency of tho eoason may deprive of half 
his produoo in tho yoar should exhibit litlo desivo for improvod 
agricultural methods, ‘hoy anay yivld him a fow oxtya mounds, 
—no more increase than ho can look for in a sonson which may 
tum out specially favourublo; and tho whole benofit of thom may 
‘be lost, if the crop is to bo destroyed by flood.” 
: ig the working of the Loans Acts, tho following 
remarks of tho Sottloment Officor may be quoted:—‘ The Land 
Improvement Loans Act provides for advances to any person 
Jogally entitled to make improvements, or with his oonsent, to any 
othor parson. ‘ho Act was intended to provide chiofly for the 
exoavation of tanks, for reclamation, and for the erection of em- 
Pankmonts for the purposes of irrigation. No advantago what= 
ever of it has been taken in this district, and no loans have boon 
granted sinoo the law came into foros, ‘This result is duo to-tho 
Agnoranee of the tonantry regarding tho oxistenoe of tho Act, and 
roganding their legal right to make improvements and tho extent 
to which they would reap advantage from them, as well as to their 
general apathy and poverty. ‘The zamindars, on the other hand, 
fare averse to spending considerable sums on improvements which 
would yield them only on indizeot return considerably less than 
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they derive from ordinary investment, ‘The decline of public 
spirit amonget tho land-holding class is vury markod in this dis 
trict. Everywhere are to be soon lage tanks which have beon 
allowed to fall into disrepair, and ofton deliborately xonderod in- 
effectual for imigation puxposes by a out in the embankment. 
‘Tho wator is thus partially drainod, and tho tank whiok’ onco 
sufficod to inigato 40 or 50 acres is now cultivated for a scanty 
crop of dalua rico. Nowhoro is tho nogloot so apparont as in tho 
uoighbouxhood of Soso, whore half a dozon such tanks, most 
olfeotually situatod for the purposos of imigation, aro to .be 
obsorvod within tho xadius of half a mile. ‘They aro now half 
silted, abandoned and nogleotod. It is not likely that the xyots 
should make any attompts to remody this stato of things unloss 
thoy aro enoomnged by tho oxamplo of their landlords. . I am not 
aware ofa singlo ostato in this district whore the zamindirs hava 
mado any attompt worth notioo towards the improvement of agri~ 
cultural conditions. ven tho old village ombankments have 
almost ovarywhore fallen into noglect and inofiioienoy sinoo they 
‘wore abandonod by Government, 

“noo tho Agricultural Lomus Act camo into for00 in 1886, ib 
hus dono somo useful work in this district, ‘Tho Aot.is chiofly 
aixootod to supplying tho wants of tonunts in tho mattor of good. 
and cattlo, and xosort is constantly mado to its procodure in the 
timos of distross following flood. 

‘ho samo consorvatism in noticeable is tho uso of manuxo, for Manures. 
though tho Oriyé is toa cortain oxtont alive to its advantages, ho 
will not uso it unless his anoostors havo done so, and applies it 
lees frooly than tho cultivators in. othor districts, Asin-other — * 
parts of Bongal, cow-dung is the most important manure, but its 
value is much diminished by tho nogligent manner in which it id 
stored, and tho fooding. of cattle is so poor that it is not rich in 
manurial constituents, Besides this, a great doal is lost-by itd 
conversion into fuel oakes, as, oxoopt in a fow favoured localitios} 
firewood is scarco and its. high price renders its use prohibitive 
for thesyots. For tho most part, therefore, cow-dung only finds 
its way to tho soil in tho form of ashes ; and the only other 
manuzo in common uso consists of houschold refuse. -Thesa 
“manures aro sproad on tlie rico Iands at the timo of tho: first? 
ploughing, and aro also applied to sugareano, betel and. vogotablos: 
Oil-cako is also occasionally used as a lop drussing for these valu 
able crops. A. strong projudico oxists against tho uso of night 
oil and boue-meal, and chemical manures are practically unknown. 

The fecling against tho uso .of bono-meal is. particularly 
intense, In selecting site for a building tho grontost caro:i 
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taken to remove all bones that the and may contain, as they are 
supposed to bring about ill-fortune and to cause tho inmates of the 
house to die without heirs. ‘The more superstitious even go 
through cortain ablutions ond ceremonies beforo re-entering 
their house, if thoy lnppen to etumble eaross a bono in thoit 
fields, 

‘Tho sciontiio rototion of orops ie not adopted as a principle 
of cultivation, but as a matter of practico rotation is obsorved in 
the caso of the moxo exhausting crops. Sugarcane is nover grown 
on tho same land year after yoar, aud whon oultivated on sdrad 
rice lands, it is alternated with paddy or follows a fallow, and is 
only grown on the same land onos in four years. 

‘The cattle aro similar to those found in the southern districts 
of Lower Bengal, but, owing to deficionoy of pasture, tho stock is 

gonorally poor. Pasture grounds abound on tho soa-board and 
Hong. the foo! of the hills, During the hot woather late Lords 
of cattle are grazed in tho low-lying lands on the coast, and in 
tho rains aro driven to the uplands on tho west whore there 
is good pasturago in the hilly revines. Blsowhoro the ground 
otains little moisture during the hob weather, and the grass boing 
parched up by the busing sun, fodder is scarce. Cultivation has 
encroached on the grazing lands for many yoars past, though 
much has been done in the course of the reoont sottlemont to 
‘reserve lands for pasturago; and tho oatile have to be content 
with the diy’ stubble of, tho fields and such soanty herbage as thoy 
can find on the roadsides, river-banks, tank-banks and the boun- 
dary ridges of the felds; even tho straw which might eke out the 
somty supply of grass is largely used for thatching purposes. 
‘They are partly stall-fod on chopped rice straw while at work, but 
at other times have only what they can pick.up in the fields or in 
the patches of wasto found hore and thore, and they return home 
almost as hungry as when driven out to graze. ‘They are gener- 
ally underfed and miserably housed, and no attempt is mado to 
improve the breed or to provent it from degenerating. 

‘Buffaloes aro bred for the milk which they yield in largo 
quantities, but are not ueed for agricultural purposes. ‘The sheop 
bred in the distriot ore small in size with a short rough wool. 
Goats abound, but are also small. Pigs of tho usual: omnivorous 
Kind found everywhere in Bongel aro bred by the lowest castes, 
especially as Ghusurids, the swine-herd caste of Orissa, ‘Tho only 
horses aro the usual indigenous ponies; they are few in number 
under-sized and incapable of much heavy work, ‘They are broken 
inwhen two years old, and aro frequently starved or worked to 
death before tho ago of coven or eight, 
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Rinderpost is the most provalent disease among cattle. In veterinary 
1908-04 thore were altogothor 1,240 cases—a total exceeded only relief, 
in two other districts in Bengal,—and in 1905-06 there were no 
oes than 3,260 casos, or over ono-thind of tho total number of 
aso reported for tho whole Provinco, Voterinary roliof is afford- 
od nt a votorinaxy disyonsay at Balasore, whore over 1,700 
mnimals woro treated in 1908-06. 
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CHAPTER Vi. 


NATURAL CALAMITIES. 


Iuastur® Froovs and droughts both occur in the district. ‘tho former 
0 


result from the sudden rising of tho rivers, which have thoir 
source in the hilly country to tho wost. In the hot weather 
they aro nearly dry, and their beds consist of vast level stretches 
of sand, striped by long reaches of Ind-locked water, through 
which small stvoams ntoander from bank to bank. But in tho 
rainy sowou, and espocially aftor a storm has burst in tho hills, 
they presont an extraordinary contrast, ‘Choy rise to a groat 
height ia a fow hows, rush down with oxtromo violence, and 
cause floods, which aro frequently of shoxt duration, but quito 
‘unmanageable while thoy Jast. Whose rivers drain a largo aroa, and 
the result is that they bring down an ouormous volume of wator, 
which the lower channels aro ofton unable to disohargo, and. which 
spreads over tho country far and wido oxoopt whore it is checked 
by ombinkmonts. 

Droughis aro duo to tho dofioiney of tho ruinfall. In 
most yours the ruinfull is sulliciont for the noois of the 
district, but it is prooaxfous, and its ourly cossation is fatal 
to tho sic0 orop, on which the poople depend. Practically the 
whole of the cultivated area is under rice, and other crops are 
sonreely grown at all, By far the greater part, moredver, 
of the rico crop, consists of the winter or sdvad xico; the dutumn 
rico is comparatively a small crop; it is not grown at all in 
some parts, and itcan nowhere make up for the loss of the winter 
rice, If that fails, everything fails. 

‘Thoro is, however, to a cortain oxtent, a componsating influence 
in droughts and floods, While heavy floods drown the lowlands, 
the higher lovele oscapo ; though the fertility of the uplands is not 
increased in anything like a proportionate degree, as tho vory fact 
of their being highor causes the river wwatar to flow off the moro 
rapidly. If the floods are caused by an excessive local rainfall, 
as ooeasionally happens, tho dry uplands are groatly benefited, 
Dat their extont is so small that their inoroased fortlity does not 
compenste for the loss of the orops in the low-lying tracts. ‘The 
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district doos not ptesent euch extremes of dryness oy moisture, 
that any oonsiderablo area, ordinaily lios fallow in tho uplonds 
for want of rain, orupon the lowor levels on-necount of the marshy 
character of the land. In yours when there is’ n. sounty rainfall, 
however, the low-lying trots mako up, in an important degive, by 
their freedom from flood, for the loss of cvops in. the arid higher 
Jovels, Cho pate or oup-lands produoo magnificent harvests in dry 
reasons, whilo the highor tracts suffer severely. It may according. 
ly bo’ accepted as a vulo in Balasore, that in yours of drought 
tho storility of the highor levels may often be compensated 
by tho dnoroasod fortility of the lowlands, But in yoars, of 
exoossivo floods the small. amount of upland country cannot 
produco an inoreasod outturn in any way commensurate to the'loss 
Of orops in tho low-lying tracts. Generally speaking, therefore, a 
year of flood does more harm than a year of moderate drougl 

Bosides droughts and floods, tho ‘istrict is linblo to a 
third form, and that perhaps the most appalling form, of natural 
calamity. Plaood at tho north-wost ooiner of tho Bay of Bongal, 
{tis oxposed to the full brunt of tho oyslones, generated at ten, 
‘which fravel in a north-wostorly course up the Bay, and sometinos 
Duret upon its shoros acoompaniod by invosistible storm-wav 

‘Meso cyclonos axe gonoally goncratod during. the transition creroxst, 

eriods antocodont and subsoguent to the full establishmont of the 
Prathewest monsoon, it, during the months of April and May, 
Ostobor and November, Their {most striking features aro-the 
igroat barometrio daprossion in tho contro and the magnitude’of tho 
Boxm area. ‘These two oases prodiice a largo “accumulation of 
‘rater at and noar the contre, which progresses with the:storm and 
ives nso toa destructive alorm-wavo, when tho contro reuches the 
Fhelving coast, Tt thon swoops inland, and tho damago caused is 
torrible and widesprend. 

‘Such destructive cyclones are fortunately raxe, but so fax back Cydanes 
as. vo havo rooords, wo find that they have periodically S.5%, 
Govastated the district. On the night of the 27th May 1828 there 1e02, * 
{vos a furious oyclone, which issaid to have been tho thind calamity 
Uf thokind within eight yours. It is related that the sea suddenly 
sore and penetrated six miles inland, comying with it large ships 
tnd sweeping away whole villages with evory living creature in 
them, not oven the Yostige’of « human habitation being left.’ But 
{he soverest disastor of this kind on yeoord ooourred on the evening: 
aud night of the Slst Ootobor 1831. Along the whole oxtent of 
the coast the country was submerged by a storm-wave 7 to 16:feet 
jn height, which breached the Trunk Road at a point nino miles 
ge the crow flies, fromthe constr Joos : 
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According fo an ently aceont, “the whole canis, for meny 
miles on the sea coast, was inundated, and in this district alone, 
upwards of 22,000 lives were lost, and more than 60,000 head of 
cattle, ‘The hurrioone commenced in the north-east and blew from 
all points of the compass before it terminated—not only no houses, 
excopt those pucks built, were loft standing, but the whole distriot 
suffered moro or les ; the damage to property, and loss of life was 
enormous, Mr. Ricketts, at that time Magistrate and Collector, 
modo a circuit of the district immediately after the storm, and the 
names of moro than 20,000 wore registered ns having perished. It 
is assorted the whole country was deluged by two suocessive waves, 
which carried everything before them, Many a poor wretch was 
ovorwhelmed ere he could reach high ground, oreven ascend a troo. 
Dead bodies of men, women and children wore found after thostorm, 
interspersed with thoso of wild boasts, birds and bullocks. ‘The 
wind blew at times with the greatest violence ; sturdy trees that 
had borne the blast from many a long day wero uprooted ; pillars 
erected hundreds of years since woro levelled with the ground ; two 
af the walls surrounding the jail were blown in, and one out ; an 
ion upenson Eig was Bown, rom it ‘and onrried 

‘the stream. ‘Tho weather for two or three days 
trovous fo Chostrm locked sloudy and threatening, the following 
morning was clear and beantifal. ‘The country looked as if it, had 
deen burnt up, every bush end blade of grass was blasted,” 

‘The distress and difficulties occasioned by this storm were soaroely, 
surmounted, when a second great eyclone ooourred in October 1832. 
On this cooasion the oyclone is said to have been more violent, 
bat the storm-wavo less destructive. ‘Thoso calamities wore 
followed by a drought in 1883, by which the failure of the food 
supply was suportdded to the destruction of the rice arops by the 
cyclones. In these threo years 50,000 human beings wore dos- 
troyed by drowning and starvation. Tho whole soa-faos was 





depopulated, in some parts no vestiges of caltivation or habitation 


“i  amalond, ‘and many estates have never completely recovered. 
During tho last sixty years, the district has not suffered to any 
Sah satowh from fin plies epuenia srs which canted wo nck 
oes of lifo and property during the first half of the 19th century. 
‘Tho most violent of reoént years are those which oocurred in 1872, 
1805 and 1887. In 1872 the storm was scoompanied by a tidal 
inruption all along the coast, and some lives and great number of 
cattle wore lost. ‘That of 1885 did far less damage in this district 
SS Uollak, shoes soce-wire 16 et Nah, which broke 
over, False Point on September 22nd, submerged 250 square 
tuileg and drowned: about 6,000 persons. ‘a Balasore tho ony tat 
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which suffered severely from this cyclone and sea-wave. was the 
Goyornmont estato of Birso, whore most of the tenants lost all or 
nearly all their crops. ‘Horo, as in other parts of the district over 
‘which the eyclone passed, a large number of houses and trees were 
blown dowa by tho wind; the Enginoer’s house at Akshuspada 
‘was entively wredked and its roof curried away bodily, the Euro- 
peans (oue alady), who were inside the house, being dsiven outside 
and exposed for hous to tho violence of the storm and wind. 
‘With those exceptions, the son-coast of Balnsore, which is for the 
most part uninhabited ond covered with jungle, did not suffer 
seriously, for tho etorm-wavo was stoppod by the embankment of 
the sec-ooast canal, which saved hundreds of square miles from 
being submerged by solt water. ‘Tho last great oyclone was that 
‘which burst upon the coast in the easly morning of the 26th May 
1887, when tho sea swopt over the coast canal embankment. and 
penetrated within 2 miles of the town of Balasore. 

Te has already been mentioned that the rivers of the district Pcoops. ° 
are Linble to floods, which aro gonerally caused by sudden freshets 
‘before they entor tho district, but are also sometimes ‘due to 
exoossive rainfall within it, The water which is poured down 
upon the plains from the weston hills greatly exceeds the volume 
‘which the lowor channels are able to camry off. Tho rivers issue 
from the hille heavily laden with silé ; they have a zapid flow in 
‘their upper reaches, but whon they reach the level plains, -theix 
speed is reduoed ; and their torpid current is no longer able to 
support tho solid matter hitherto held in suspension. They 
accordingly deposit it in their heds and on their banks, which are 
thus gradually raised ; and their chinnels proving insufficient to 
carry off the great volume of water which comes down after heavy 
sain in the table-londs of Chots Nagpur and the Central Provinces, 
they spill over their beds to a greater or loss degree according to 
the chanoos of th season. 

‘To tho north the Subsrnarekha is frequently ewollen by floods, 
which gonorally penetrate 4 miles from either bank and have been 
kmown to travel inland os far as 12 miles. ‘The next river to the 
south, the Hiskurd, also occasionally causes considerable 
in the rains, whon it carvies away a large portion of the Subarns- 
rekhé flood. ‘The Burabalang again is lisble to sudden floods, but 
the area linblo to inundation is not extensive, lying chiefly to the 
north and north-west of the town of Balasore. Further to the 
south is the Kansbing, which is formed by the confluence of a 
number of hill streams, xising in the Tribuimy States, They 
drain a lorge area, and after heavy rains inthe hills rush down 
with’ great violence and in considerable volume. ‘These sudden, 
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floods sometimes spread over a considerable aroa, but fortunately 
thoy seldom do much damage, as the water subsides quickly. ‘Tho 
same may bo said of tho Silandi, which also brings down a 
considerable flood, but rarely couses damage. : 

Tt is far difforont with the Baitarant on tho southern bountimy 
of tho district, which contnins vory little water in the hot weather, 
Jyut passosan enormous Volume in tho rains. Down to Akshuspadd 
the northem, bank is protested by an embankment, but below this 
the whole countxy-sido is exposed, whilo tho ombankmont on tho 
routhorh or Cuttack sido provents tho dischargo of wator in. that 
direction, Tho flood travels inland for 4 miles on the average, and 
sometimes és far ns 8 miles; and in tho ring the country from 
‘Dhamnngar to Ohdndbali is a great shoot of water. A. groat portion 
of tho south of tho district is thus exposed to inundation almost 
covory your, and the offocts are more disastrous than in tho noxth, 
whoro serious floods aro of loss frequent occurrence, 

Tt would bo a mistako to suppose that the floods aro always dos- 
tructive. ‘They undoubtedly do harm in many ways, and tho 

test of them havo causod widespread havoo and destruction ; 
hut provided that they axe not of Jong continuance or of grout 
height, and that they como pretty early in the season, theso inun- 
dations are productive of almost as much good as harm, as thoy 
‘aro usually followed by oxoollont harvests, In many placos tho 
toooding waters leave a fortilizing deposit, of silt, which ronows 
tho productive powors of the soil and is of mach benefit to tho 
crops ; and oven tho highost floods aro of sorvioo, as thoir soowring 
ction results in tho clearanoo of silt on a laxgo soalo, and thus 
increases the capacity of tho dischargo of tho various channels, 
It is only when their duration or height is extraordinary, or when 
thoy occur #0 late as to rondor xo-sowing impossible, that very 
serious and widesproad damage is done. A low flood or ono of 
short duration doos little harm, but the high floods which sweep 
noross the rice-felds do great damngo to the standing crop, as they 
generally ooour in July, ‘August and September, when tho rice 
fs in, tho first vigour of its growth or is in flowor or nearing 








maturity. 

‘Phe people of Orissa are aooustomed to such visitations; they 
take shelter for tho'time being in comparatively high lands with 
their property and cattle, and after the subsidence of the wator, 
they ropair or rebuild thoir huts and transplant new seedlings in 
flaces where the crops aro destroyed. Occasionally, however, the 
floods ae so heavy and so prolonged that some parts of the 
dountry romain under water for. weeks together, and the crops 
age destroyed: of seriously damaged. , q 
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No far, therefore, as the effect on cultivation is concerned, the Flat of 
duration of a flood is almost of more importance than the maxi- 188. 
mum rise, and tho period of tho season at which it may oocur 
ia of-evon more importance. For this reason, the flood of 1868, 
which ooourred after a fortnight’s heavy rin and was the 
highest within the momory of the people, did not do much 
damage; it occurred in Tune, and the crops consequently did 
not. suffer very greatly, though every river in the district over- 
flowed. * : 

Tn recent yeas the most disastrous floods axe thoso which Float of | 
occurred in 1896 and 1900, In 1896 very groat damage was 8% 
conused by exceptionally heavy and prolonged ‘floods; the country 
was under water for nearly a month, and the loss was therefore 
exceptionally great, ‘Tho inundations wore dus to the rising of 
the Subarnarekhé in the north ‘and of the Baitarant in tho 
scuth. ‘Tho flood in the Subarnarekha began at the end of July, 
and when tho water had subsided o little, attempts were mado 
to repair the damage done end to transplant new seedlings ; bat 
in the last woek of August the river again ose, sweeping away 
notaly al the tzeneplanted rico ‘Tho omnial pets of tho dist 
along the Burabslang and Sélandi suffered less than the 
northom tract, where about 300 square miles were inundated ; but 
the south was seriously affected by the floods of the Baitarant 
river, and much damage was done to the standing crops. Some 
lost their houses and property, and there was more or less distress 
in all the tracts open to the ravages of the flood. Very little of 
the Bhadoi crop was reaped, and the difficulties of the people were 
aggravated by the loss of the winter rice crop, for the fields had 
to be resown Inte, and a drought from about the middle of 
October to January was fatal to its growth. ‘The result was, as 
esoribed later in this chapter, a certain amount of scarcity and 
considerable distress among the poorer classes. 

‘The last groat flood occurred in the year 1900, when the water Flood of 
rose 18 inches highor than the highest flood previously recorded, 19%. 
Prompt measures were taken for the relief of the sufferers; boats 
cwere sent out to resous the homeless ryots whose houses had been 
washed away; and thoy were brought into Balasore where they 
wore dlothed and fed until thoy were able to return to their 
villages. ‘There ‘was little loss of human life, but a large number 
of caitle were drowned, and special measures had to be taken to 
spose of the carcasses which wore found lying round the villages 
when the flood subsided. ‘The agricultural embankments were 
breached and the ordps suffered severely, especially in the west- 
exn pastiof the district, ‘The railway line was also breached is 
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goverul plaoos, and the running of trains from Balasore to the 
north was stopped for some time, 
Provious to the inception of the Orissa canal system, 
droughts and famines were of froquent occurrence. Histori 
* Rely jocords show that terriblo famines ooourred in the 14th, 16th and 
feniber 6th centuries; and during the mule of the Marathts tho’ distriot 
guifered grievously from repeated famines. In the memorable 
fomine of 1770 the Innd lay untilled, rice was notto be had at two 
teers por rupee, and while the people wore dying by hundreds of 
thousonds, the Maratha eoldiory plundered and devastated tho 
gountry. In 1780 tho whole country had sunk into such absolute 
desolation that there -was not a single place excopt Purt and. 
utiack which could furnish even one battalion with provisions. 
Tn 1792-93 the misorablo peasants again experienced the horrors 
of famino ; sonreity followed in 4803; and whon the country passod 
into tho possession of tho British ils condition was wrotohed, A. 
argo portion of the land had been thrown into waste ; many 
‘of the poople had fled to the jungle; and tho population was 
inpufficiont to till tho fields, ‘Undor British administration an ora 
of prosperity has ensued; with an improvement in their material — * 
yosouroes, the people havo displayed far moro staying powor in i 
‘bad yours ; ultivation has oxtonded, and though thero have beon 
frequent droughts, they have only once oulminated in famine, 
Famine of ‘This was tho famino of 1866-66, No such calamity had 
1865-68. ooourred for nearly a century; it had to be dealt with bya body 
of officials nooessarily ignorant of the signs of its approach, 
unprepared to oxpect it, and inexperionoed in the administration 
ef measures ; nor woro the native inhabitants moro aware of 
what was coming on thom than the British officers, ‘Tho rainfall 
of 1865 was scanty and coased entirely after the middle of Septem- 
* ber go that the outtum of the great crop of winter rice, on which 
the country mainly depends, was reckoned at loss than a third of 
the average orop. Food-stocks were low both because the quantity 
oxported in 1865 was unusually largo, and because the people, 
unaccustomed to procarious seasons, had not retained sufficiont stores 
at home, When tho harvest failed, tho gravity of tho oovasion 
‘was not percoived and no special inquiries were instituted, while 
prices ong remained so moderate that they offered no temptation 
fo imporfers and forced no reduction in consumption on tho 
inhabitants, till euddonly the Province was found to be almost 
bare offood. It was only in May 1866 that it was discovered 
markets wore so empty that the jail prisonors and tho 
it establishments could nob be supplied. But tho 
fouthern, monsoon had now begun end importation by seo of Tand 
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became nearly impossible. Orissa was at that time almost isolated 
from the rest of India ; the only road leading to Caleutts. was 
unmetalled and unbridged ; and there was very little communi- 
cation by ses. By great exertions, the Government succeeded in 
‘importing about 10,000 tons of food-grain by the end of Novem 
ber; ond this was given away gratuitously, or sold at low rates, 

or distributed in wages to the starving population. But mean- 
wile the morality among thoeo whom his relif aid not reech 

or reached too Inte, had been very great; and it was estimated 
that nearly 1,000,000. persons had died. ‘The mortality reached 
its colminating point in August, whon heavy rains caused grea! 
suffering among the people, who were then at the lowest stage of 
exhaustion, emaciated by hunger and without sufficient shelter. 
Disastrous. floods in Cuttack end in the south-east of Balasore 
followed these rain, and in alt the low-lying lands the crop was 
lost. ‘Tho harvest in the higher lands was, however, a good one; 
the new crop came into the market in September; and though 
the rate of mortality continued high for some time owing to 
cholera, the famine came to a close in November. 

‘With this brief sketch of the general history of this disastrous mister of 
famine, we may tum to a more detailed eooount of the the fesive 
progress of events in Balasore. ‘The rioo orop of Balasoro™™" 
in 1864 had been an unusually good one, and the exports 
enormous. In 1885 no alarm soems to have been felt regarding = * 
the safety of the cold weather or adrad rico crop till Septomber, or 
even later, prices still ruling at 23 to 20 scars per xapee.* At the 
end of October, however, complaints were received from the 
zamindirs that the orops were ruined; that the ryots, being unable 
to obtain advances, could not pay their rents ; and that the oulti- 
-vators had blindly disposed of all their produce and kept no stock { 
in band Tn November prio bad gone upto 16 and 11 sem pe 
rupee, and the distress became ‘Accordingly, a Relief 
Guiting wus appetnit, bat wes considered Gat oy toetier 
measures of relief were required. Early in 1866 there was an 
extraordinary outbreak af crime; and the houses of those 
‘who were supposed to possess grain were attacked and plundered 
by thee deatto neighbours At to end of Jenuary, slaration 
appeared, the poor began to flock into the town, and the gratuitous 
distribution of food. wes commenced. In March and April the 
number of starving people in the town rapidly inoreasod ; and on 
the 2nd May the Commissioner reported that, owing to thie extre- 
ordinary xiso in prices, it had boon for come months beyond the 
‘means of the-poorer classes to procure sulficient rice to support lite, 
and that they wore cking out o miserable enbsistenoo by eating 
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roots, herbs and leaves, ‘The general population had fallen into 
‘2 stato of dejection, and had lost all energy. ‘They were swarm- 

ing into the villages, and there dying of cholera, dysentery or 
hunger. Even in Balnsoro town, the organized relief was uttorly 
inmufiiciont fo moot the nood of food. A distribution which the 
Commissioner Witnessed in April was o scene of utter confusion ; 
tho starving crowds wero beyond management; thoy seizod tho 
food a3 soon as they saw it, and even fell on tho Commissioner, 
snatching from his hands and pockets tho pioo which he intended 
to distribute. So uncontrollable was the attack of the paupers on 
the pots of cooked food, thnt for a time the Committee was obliged 
to givo out uncooked rice; but it was soon found that the rico so 
given was devoured raw, and the Committos therefore reverted to 
cooked food. 

Government began to import grain in June, steamors being 
sont round by sca with largo cargoes of rico, and by the ond 
of July 12,000 maunds had been imported. Privato importations 
by land from Midnapore into the north of the district wore also 
considerable, but still hardly sufficiont to meet the demand from 
day to day. ‘Traders, too, began to import grain from Oaloutta 
on pack-bullocks; but in the middle of Juno this traffic was 
stopped by tho rains, which mado the unmetalled roads impassable. 
Rio shops were opened early in July in the town and at 
several places in the interior for the sale of rice to all-comers 
at a low rato; but, unfortunately, tho relief operations rooeived a 
check, just at the time when they were in full operation, by a 
failure in the supply of rico. In August tho stock became 
exhausted at a time when a vessel was lying at the mouth of the 
Balasororiver with a cargo of 10,000 maunds of rice, Her draught 
of water, however, was so great, that she could not come within 
8 miles of the shore; and the country boats and sloops could not 
‘get out to her without the assistance of a steamer. Unhappily, no 
steamer was available at the time ; and ultimately bad weather sot 
in, which drove the ship across the Bay of Bongal to Akyab. 
‘Thos the eupply of rico was unexpectedly snatched away almost 
from the mouths of the people, just when it was most needed, 
‘Tho rosult was inteneo distress in the first half of August, and in 
the first 12 days of that month the police removed over 1,000 
corpses from the town. 

‘Tho distress in the Bhadrakh subdivision was equally groat. 
In March and April grain robberies and incondiarism had appeared 
to'gn alarming extent; and in May it was reported that rice was 
selling at the rate of 8}scers for the rapeo, and that numbers of 
people were starving. Relief operations were started qt Bhadrakh, 
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but it was not till the 10th August that rico arrived: in - sufficient 
quantities to onable the Committee to open contzes in the interior, 
and to afford relfof on any considerable soale, Heavy inundations 
added to the suffering. ‘Tn the eastorn part of the subdivision, 
tho carly rioo orop was injurod, houses woro swept away, and 
tho pooplo porished of cold, exposure, and Inger, being out 
oft by tho floods from ocess to supplies. ‘the grain-donlers 
hhad closed their shops, declaring that they had no rico left. On 
the 25th August, rioo was sold at Dhimnagar, 10 miles south of 
Bhadrakh, at tho rato of one rapes the #0er, tho highest price 
reootded at any time or plnco during the famine. Supplics 
woro kept up at the relief centres, but with gront difficulty, from 
Balasore; and in Soptember a second inundation fearfully 
enhanced tho distress of the people. On the 2éth October it was 
reported that tho distross was still vory groat,—that the country 
everywhere boro trnoos of famine, inundation and postilones, 
‘Unsown lands, ruined houses and living skeletons met tho eye 
everywhere, In the preceding week the daily total of persons 

i ft tho clovon contres which had boon 
jon amountod to 203,000, giving « daily 








average of 29,000. 

‘ho coming in of tho now rico crop gradually relieved the 
Aistress. On Novombor 6th tho Government salos wore stopped ; 
‘and tho Collector reported that publio hoalth was improving and 
trado reviving. Soon after, the majority of tho paupers disporsed 
and rotuned to their homes, ‘Tho Reliet Committoo finally 
stopped operations on the 24th November. During tho your tho 
price of rice rose as high as 24 {soors to the rupoo, and in the 
town of Balasore alone 10,000 paupors swccumbed to starvation 
and disease. ‘Tho total mortality was ostimated at 217,608, 
altogothor 31,424 donths being asoribod to disoasos romulting from 
starvation; 29,558 persons emigrated; and the total loss was, 
therefore, 247,167, ot one-third of the population. 

‘Tho maximum number of oontres open for gratuitous 
relief, inoluding 11 in the Bhadrakh subdivision, was 22, the 
distance betwoon them ranging from 5 to 22 milos, but avorag- 
ing 12 miles. Shops, for the sale of xico to thoso who had 
money, wero opened et 7 places besides Balasore town, in which 
3. shops wore established. ‘Tho daily averngo number of persons 
relieved from June to November was 26,497, vis., 4,552 employed 
on Light Inbour and 21,945 in'roosipt of gratuitous rolief. Tho 
greatest difficulty was oxperienoed in getting the people to work 
at all; and tho Collector reported that the Oriyas would rather 
ie than go oven a few miles from their homes to prooure work, 
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‘Tho Famine Commissionors in thei Report give the following 
general review of the operations :—" After the famine had unmis~ 
takably declased itself, the looal endeavours to mootit wore crippled 
by want of funds. Until May, the posdbility of obtaining assist 
tance on such a scalo as that on which it was subsequently obtained, 
‘was never contemplated ; nox, indood, was any adoquato idoa enter- 
tained of tho dimensions which tho xoquiromonts for aid would 
assume, Tore wore starving pooplo in April,” it has boon said, 
“Tut wo did not realize that they would como pouring in in 
thousands.” Nor indood, could those numbers havo boon anti 
pated hy the residents of Balasore, for many of tho paupors came 
from othor distriots and from the estatos of tho Tributary Rojas, 
‘Attor tho importation of sico was undertaken, it was moro than 
‘once necessary to restrict the district operations, in consequence of 
the scantiness and uncertainty of the supply, and many of those 
who roosived tho importod rico in Juno and July woro probably 
too far gone to bo saved. ‘The number of paupors asceriained to 
have diod in tho town of Balasore alone betwoon Juno and 
October was 8,900, of whom 6,182 died in tho stroots) and 2,768 
in tho hospital. "ho mortality oulminated in August, and was 
to somo extent affooted by tho rains and inundations of that 
month. a 

“The moxtality in and about Balasore town, and tho famine 
sights to bo soon thero wore moro terriblo than at any othor plnoo in 
Bengal or Orissa, ‘Tho mass of panpors assomblod was loxgor than 
twas elsewhere. ‘Tho town lay in tho way of many who left thoir 
homas in hopos of roaching Caloutta. Of these, many, oxhaustod 
and disabled by hungor and disonso from going further, remained to 
swell tho number who were fod by the Relief Committeo, Sub- 
jeots of tho neighbouring Tributary Rajas also flocked in to share 
in the relief, Those, as well as the travellers genorally, arrived in 
such a oondition that they wore beyond reoovery. In the early 
months, cholora, and subsequently, other bowel-oomplaints causod 
by bad and insulficiont food, ontxiod off hundreds; tho least chango 
cof weather to oold or damp was immodiately fatal. Many who 
were otmght by bad weather at a distanoo from tho places of dis- 
tribution had not strength to orawl back to got their moal, and so 
died, whére they lay, in ont-houses or by the way-side, Even in 
finé wedther, many were found dead in the moming where they 











. had lain down to sleep at night ; sihers, when they went to drink, 
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fell into the water through sheer debility-and wore drowned.” 
Bitico this great calamity, Balasore has not been exposed to the 

stfein of-fantine, but in 1807 there was some soarcity. ‘The 

rainfall in 1896 was 9 inches above the normal, amoiinting to 69 
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inched, but its distribution was untimely. ‘Thore was heavy yain 
in June, July and August, bat there was an almost complete 
cowation of tho rainfall from tho latter part of September to the 
closo of January. ‘The consequonce of thess abnormal conditions 
‘was’ that thore wore suooossivo and heavy floods followed by 
Arought. Tho floods almost totally destroyed the diadoi and 
wintor rioo crops in nonrly all the tmcts not proteoted by ombank: 
ments. ‘hes wore aleo bronched in many plaoos, and extansive 
tracts lay under doop wator for a considerablo period. ‘The peasants 
‘endeavoured, on the subsiclonce of the floods, to xeooup their losses by 
fresh planting, but tho cossation of the rains from the latter part 
of September gavo tho finishing stroke in many places to what had 
escaped or been replanted after the flood. Want of min in 
Soptember and October was equally injurious to the rabi crops: 
‘Tho people did their best to meet the loss by raising défua and 
other special orops, and the situation was also relieved by tho rail- 
‘way works thon in progress, which gave employment to a largo 
number of tho labouring olasses. ‘Theso works were supplemented 
Dy those started for tho repair of the damages caused by 
the floods ; and fortunately there had been good harvests in the 
two preceding years. Notwithstanding, therefore, the poor out- 
tam of the orops,”no rios had to be imported, but on the contrary 
tho export of rico from Balasore increased. ‘The result of this 
exportation at a time whon prioos were very high outside Orissa 
meant that the cultivators received good prices for such surplus 
ttoak ea thay pomomed, though much of the proft doubtleon went 
to middlemen. ‘The classes that suifored most wore tho Inndless 
labourers and those depending on fixed incomes, including the 
Bhadralok, whose circumstances were straitened by high prices, 
‘The wants of tho former were, however, met to a Inigo extent by 
the exceptional activity in railway and publio works, and, where 
necessary, by district works that answered the purpose of relief 
works. ‘The caso of the vory low castes and of those who ordi- 
narily depend on private charity was the worst, and the former, 
being very poor, felt the pinch most acutely. For the ordinary 
redplaals of private charity, sim iss ast ‘was exhausted, 
gratuitous reliof was afforded, general 
soarcity was quiotly tided meena. deni anol cexporionoo 
anything that can be called famine. 

No part of tho on except the 








ron in the rmsone 


south-west, is sooure from’ drought in seasons of abnormally tran ro 


short rainfall. Drought most commonly occurs, though not in an 
Agaremted fom, on the upland erating from Balikhand to the 
town of Balasore, at which point it widens across tho district, 
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Even hero, howover, there is a considerable quantity of low-lying 
lend, s0 that tho effects of drought are not very severe. According 
to oficial returns, tho area rogarded. as Labo to femino ie 1,125 
quae miles witha population of $03,600 sols; and it is osti- 
rated that thomeximum number of persons likely to require roliaf 
in tho event of serious famino is 197,000, of whom 65,600 would 
have to bo provided for by relief works, while 131,500 would 
require gratuitous xelief. 
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CHAPTER VIL 


VANALS AND EMBANKMENTS. 


‘Troe first canal constructed in tho distriot was that known as camaza, 
tho Churiman Onnal, a out connooting tho Matai and Gamai the 
rivers, ‘This canal, which is also called the Ricketts Canal aftor Qbertimen 
‘Mx. Riokotts, ono of the frst Collectors of Balasore, was designed “™" 
for the transport of salt from the salt lands in tho south to the port 

of Churiman, whonco it was shipped to Caloutta. It was com- 
monood in 1825 and was completed, do far as it went, about the 

‘year 1826, whon tho project appears to have been absndoned. 

‘ho routo of this canal lay through the low-lying lands of 
pargana Ankura, whioh it served in somo measure to drain; but 

it soon foll into disrepair; a dam was built across it at Mandixi, 

2 miles south of Ohurdman, and it has now silted up. 

‘Pho Coast Canal, which oonnoots tho Hooghly at Goonkhali The Goass 
with tho xivor Matai at Oharbatis, has a length of 71 miles in this ©*™ 
district (oxoluding river crossings), and runs along tho sea-tace at a 
Aistanoo varying botwoon 2 and 10 miles from tho coast. It 
contains 8 looks, and is divided into 4 xangos, the first of which 
is fod from tho Subarnarokha river, the sooond from the Siratha, 
the third from the seoond range by means of a syphon pipe in the 
bod of the Pinchpira, and the fourth or lowest from the Kans- 
ins and Jamka inlots. ‘Tho Inst three ranges have inlets and 
escapes to allow of the admission and exit of flood water, which 
thus passos across tho canal to the soa. ‘Tho canal was partially 
opened in 1885 and entirely in 18§7, the work having boon oom- 
‘mencod in 1880, Its construction was undertaken because it was 
considered that it would be valuable as a protestion against famine 
and remunerative as a trade route. It was anticipated that 
nearly all the import and oxport trado of Orissa would pass 
along it, and that it would yield a revenue of over 2} lakhs; 
but, these expectations havo not boon fulfilled, and tho canal has 
boon a dead loss to Government. It is no longor valuable as a 
famine protective work, and being fod hy tidal wators, it is of no 
uso for purposes of irrigation and dos not benefit agriculture, It 
has been a failure as a commercial enterprise, and so far from 
defreying the intorst on oapitel expenditure, it has not even 
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paid for its working expenses. Tt is sorviceeble only for naviga- 
tion, but with the opening of the railway passongors ceased to nse 
this routo, and the steamer service between Balasore and Chandbali 
which used to ply along it has boon discontinued. ‘Tho oountry- 
boat traffiots, however, steadily returning and the revenue derivod 
from it has groatly improved: indoed, tho number of boats plying 
along it in 1905 is probably the highest on record, The canal 
is nlso vory valuable as a protective work for keoping out tho soa; 
‘nd oven, whon it was still undor construction, it rondored groat 
servioo to the district south of the Buribalang by reosiving and 
breaking tho main foroo of the storm-waves which accompanied 
tho oyclones of 1885 and 1887, and thus protecting the country 
inside the canal lino. 
‘This canal is a continuation of the older ‘Tidal Canal 
in the Midnapore district, which loaves the Hooghly river at 
Geonkhéli 45 miles from Caloutta, ‘hore are 3 rangos betwoon, 
Goonkhali and the place where the canal enters Balasore in its 
north-castern comer. Range III continues to Bhograi on the 
Subarnarekha 65 miles from Goonkhali; and Range IVA leaves 
that river ot Jamkundi, 4 miles lower down, and onds at 
Pinchpéra lock on the river of tho same name at mile 86. On 
the opposite bank of the Pénchp&ra is Sulpatta lock, the ontranoo 
to Range IVB, which runs as far as Nalkul (mile 93) on 
tho Burabalang, 7 miles from Balasore, Range V begins at 
Chargachia, about 2 miles below Nalkal, and continues to the 
Matai river at Chaxbatia (1813 miles). 
‘he High ‘Tho only othor canal in tho district is the High Level Canal. 
Tava “This canal was designed to provide a navigable trade routo 
botwoon Cuttack and Galoutta, and also to inigate the country 
through which it pastes. It sterts from near Cuttack, where 
there is a weir across tho Birdpé, and runs thence along the 
foot of the hills north-castwands; through the Cuttack and Bala- 
sors districts, It is the most pioturesquo of all the canals of 
Orissa, skirting the base of the wooded hills along the wostern 
Foundary. ‘The traveller looks eastward over almost by boundless 
rice plains, the level surfaco of which is broken arly a fow hills 
that here and there xise steeply from the surrounding country ; 
while to the wost is a vista of range upon range of rugged 
hill and valley in endless confusion. 

‘The original scheme was to oarry the oanal across the 
district of Midnapore to mect the Hooghly river at Ulubaria, 
below Caloutta, a total distanco from the starting point of 280 
thiléé, é6 aé to connect Cuttack with Calcutta by one long canal ; 
Dut this great scheme was abendoned, and only three ranges have 
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een completed, of which tho frst and second Iie within tho 
Cuttack district and the third within this district. Range TIT,as =~ 
it is called, was completed in 1891; it is a navigable channel, 19 
miles long, and ends at the town of Bhadrakh on tho Salandi 

river, Itderives its supply of water from tho Baiterant at 
Akshuipeda, where there is « weir 1,020 foot long aazoss tho ziver. 

Te is tho only irrigation system in tho district, and with ite 7 
Aistributaries, which exo 674 milos long, commands an area of 

59,821 acres, of which 44,208 aores are actually irrigable. 

‘The demand for canal irrigation in Orisss is in no way a5 Can) 
great as in loss fevoured tracts, sudh as South Bihar. In tho latter !esion. 
the rainfall is genorally light ant often irregular, and rioe can'oaly 
‘be grown to limited extent without artificial irrigation. In 
Orissa, on the other hand, the rainfall is so steady that it is only 
in exceptional yours that, for a Isrge pert of the country oom- 
manded, there is any urgent need of cansl water; and there ero 
only a few places where in most years artificial irrigation is 
absolutely essential for rice cultivation. The normal rainfall of 
60 inches per annum being ample for their ordinary needs, tho 
syots do not consider canal irrigation so valusble as to make it 
worth their while to pay auything but « smell water-rato or to 
havo all their flelds irrigated ; and the demand for it is ordinatily 
not very great. In tho eyes of the cultivator the chief valuo’ of 
oanal-water lies not in sny improvement it may render possible 
in tho outturn of an ordinary year, but in the proteotion it affords 
in years of drought, In the onso.of the rice arop it is usualy 
resorted to for the added security which it affords, as it is a method 
of insurance which minimizes the risk of loss; and it is also used 
to a small extent for the cultivation of special crops, such as sugar- 
cane. During the Inst 10 years, however, there las been a great 
expansion of the area under irrigation from the High Level 
Canal, Range IL In 1895.90 the irrigated area was only 
10,105 acres; it had inoreased to 29,248 sores in 1898-99; in 
tho 5 years ending in 1904.05 tho average area irrigated was 
87,700 acres; and in 1905-06 water was supplied to 42,784 acres, 
of which 42,000 acres were under rice. 

‘Tho present stato of affairs is vory different from thal provail- 
ing before the introduction of the canal system. No provision. 
existed against the calamities caused by want of rain, the touke 
and other receptacles of local drainage were’ not used for irrigation, 
anid the rivers were allowed to carry their waters unused to tho 
ssa, ‘The people generally were reluctant to resort to artificial. 
irrigstion, ond as en instance of this feeling, mention may, be 
made of-the oouris of events in 1869 in pargana Kean 
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which suffored soveroly from want of rain in that year, The river 
SKlandi runs through the contre of this tract, and when tho 
drought mado itself felt and the people woro praying for help, tho 
Collector asked them why they did not uso the river wator as a 
moms of isrigation. ‘They only repliod that it was not 
the custom; that the propriotors of Ind on tho sivor's 
banks would objeot to channols boing out through their lands for 
the purpose of ommying wator to flolds further inland; that 
it would be vory hard work; that it would not pay; and that 
river water was not so fertilizing as that which camo “from 
heaven”. At all events, tho river wator was not used and the 
crops, porished in oonsoquonoo. * 

‘This irrigation systom is undor the vontrol of the Superine 
tonding Engines, Orissa Circle, who is assisted in, this distaiot 
by the Excoutive Enginoor in charge of the ‘Akshuspada- 
Tajpur Division. Tho lattor ia rosponsible for tho mainte. 
nanoo of the canals and the conduct of ixrigation operations 
and a soparate ostablishmont is ontertained for the collection of 
the revenue. For this purposo, thoro is a' revenue division in 
charge of a Special Deputy Collector, who soos to the assessment 
and colleotion of water-rates undor tho orders of the Suporintonding 
Engineer. ‘The irrigatod aroa is divided into blocks, the louso of 
all tho lands in eaoh block boing arranged #o as to Iapso in tho 
same year. Water is supplied to tho oultivators on application on 
 prosoribed form, the your boing divided into thioo soasons, 
vit, the hot weather, from Maroh to Juno, kiurif, from the 16th 
Tune to tho end of October, and yuéi, from Novombor to the end 

Datos aro fixed for onal soason, and a loase or pormit 
grtnted for tho soason is only in foroe for that particular poriod. 
Besides thoso season lenses, there aro long-term leases, or leases for + 
periods up to ten yours, granted at a somewhat reduced rato, 
which seoure a supply of water from the 16th June to the Slat 
March in each year. ‘These long-term leases axe only granted for 
compact blocks defined by well-marked boundaries of such a nature 
that tho leased lands can bo clearly distinguished from tho adjoin. 
ing unleased lands, and also so situated that unloased lands will 
not be ordinarily irrigated hy water supplied for tho and included 
in the'blook. ‘These boundaries are mentioned in tho applioation 
{for the lease, on receipt of which a speoial report is submitted to 
the Executive Engineor. : 

If the lease is approved, that officer issues orders foi 
the block to be measured, and a detailed measurement of 
each cultivator's holding is then made. The lease is finslly 
approved! by the Exeoutivo Enginosr who issues the permit, 
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but before this oom be dons, every cultivator who has folds 
within the block must sign his namo against the area which has 
‘been micasured, and which will be assessed in his namo. Fields 
which cannot be ordinarily irrigated, or for which canal water is 
not ordinarily required, oan be excluded from the block at the 
disoretion of the Exeoutive Engineer, such fields being duly noted 
in the kAasrd or measurement paper. In those long-term leases 
vwater-rates aro charged for the area measured and accepted by the 
cultivators, whethor water is required or not. In rabi and hot 
weather Tenses, ator is supplied on application, and water-rates 
aro levied on tho actual areas irrigated, and not necessarily on 
those spocifed in tho applioation. In ordor to assist the Canal 
Department as far as possible in the assessment and collection of 
‘water-rates, influential men of the village, called “ ropresentatives"” 
are appointed on the approval of the majority of tho cultivators 
concerned. ‘Their duty is to assist in measuroments, in procuring 
and attesting signatures to applications for Leases, and in oolleoting 
the rates. In return for this work, they are ontitled to free inriga~ 
tion of thi lands in their own oocupation within tho leased area, 
up toa limit of 3 por oont, of tho area assessed, 

‘Tho pretont practice is to give long-term block leases, which water. 
often extend to 10 years, but to disoriminate betwoen the various 7%. 
classes of land forming ablock. Thus lands lying so low that they 
nover require irrigation, although water may often flow iuto them, 
axe oxoluded from assossmont ; whilo a special rate of only 8 annas 
per aoro is charged on those lands which derive benefit from irriga- 
tion only in exceptionally dry years. ‘Tho rate charged for other 
land, or the ruling rate, was formerly Re. 1-8 per acre, but it was 
raised to Re. 1-12 in 1902-08 ; higher rates are charged for single 

+ season leases, or for water taken betwech et April and 16th June. 

"The necessity of protective works in Balasore will be apparent Rysuwx. 
trom the account given in the proooding chapter of the *™73. 
disastrous inundations which have from time to time swept over * 
the district, and from the fact that from 1832 to 1867 Rs, 6,25,840 
of Government revenue wore remitted in consequence of floods. 

Embankments intended to secure protection against such inun- yusiy 
dations appear to have existed in very only times, bat whatever istry 
anoiont works there were must have been isolated; and thoy Were enbeok- 
probably rather of the natwo of mounds on which villagos were ments. 
‘Duilt, whilo the ooutzy generally was open to inundation, Under 
the Maratha Govormment the zamindars wore bound fo maintain 
embankments, and for this purpose ware allowed oartain dedue- 
tions from the revenue they paid. ‘This system, however, proved 
‘very unsatisfactory. The old embankments were constructed 
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at those places where the banks were. spedally low, in order 
to guard against the spill of the rivers during an ordinary flood. 
By confining the sproad of the water, they raised its level and so 
necessitated longer and stronger embankments to resiet the floods ; 
these now embankments in their tun again raised tho level of 
the water, ond thus led to the addition of more embankments, 
In 1831 they onme under the charge of tho Pablio Works 
Department ; and it is ovident that there was then no regular 
aystom of protective works, nov docs it appear that any attempt 
was made to systomatize them, or that anything was done beyond 
maintaining and repairing tho embankments already in oxistence. 
‘Tho greater number, “however, wore not efficient; many of 
them had boon of insufficient height and strength to withstand 
heavy floods, ond had fallen into disrepair and become useless, 
while others, though they afforded somo proteotion in oxdin- 
sry floods, and more or less protected villages from strong ou 
rents, were of little use in time of extraondinary floods and were 
generally liable to be breached. ‘From 1866, onwards the enibank- 
‘ments were much strengthened, but the question of the. degree 
of officienoy in which they should be maintained was not raised till 
1881, ‘Thoy had not beon. aligned on any scientift eystem, and 
it was physioally impossible, without abandoning many of them 
and remodclling the remainder on an extensive soalo, to render 
them capable of affording protection against high floods. ‘The 
expenditure involved would have been prohibitive ; and it was 
socordingly decided at the end of 1881 that the embankments 
ahould be kept up in the condition in which they then existed, 
Sinoe that year tho embankments have boon maintained in 
much the same condition of efficiency ; in repaizing them, care has 
‘been taken not to raise thejr height ; and unauthosized additions 
have been prevented, as it was found that in previous years they 
had frequently been raised or lengthoned, with the resulé that parti- 
calar localities were protected, but damage was cansed elsewhere. 
‘A further examination ofthe embankments was made in 1896 and 
1897 in order that, when any obligations which might be held to 
sest on Government undor the existing settlement might expire, 
only those embankments might be maintained which were produc- 
tive of good or at least not harmful. Many embankments, it was 
found, were maintained simply because they were in charge of 
Government in 1881, and not hooauso they were supposed to be 
of any real uso to the country; in some oases there is no doubt 
that they were actually harmful, though they might afford, some 
protection to partioular places ; and other ‘embankments, though 
nominally borne on the list, had already been practically 
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abandoned, as the country they wore supposed to protect wag 
covered by tho works constructed in connection with the canals ; 
‘As a result of this examination, many embankments were aban- 
del; and Government now meintaing radar Act 2XXIT of 
1856, 80 miles of embankments, 88 miles in the Akshuapada- 
Téjpur Division ond 42 miles in the Balasore Division, where 
they afford effectual protection to 150 square miles of country, 
Besides those, thero are a largo number of embankments 
maintained by the zamindérs, intersocting the district in every 
direction. Most of those are small and made without reference 
to any genoral schemo of protection from floods ; and it they do 
re i vlags in hs they > ses, they often do harm 

to villages on the opposite bank, by throwing the sot of the 
current on to the other side. : 

‘The principal ombankmonts are the great Nina or salt ombank- Niat 
ment, ‘the Bi ‘Bhograi or Subarnarokhé loft embankment, the Sulepat m4" 
embankments on the lower reaches of the Subarnarekha, and the . 
Baitarans embankment. The Nini embankment extends for 13} 
miles along the soa-faoo betwoon tho Matii and Buribalang: 
rivers, starting from the south sido of the Coast Canal and 
ending in asand hill at Balimanda. It is intended to keop 
out the ote, nd protect an arn of ebook 37 aquare milos from ike 
stormevaves. Although’ valuable as a dofenoe the ooaan, 
this embankmont used to intercept the drainage from 
tho land ; and when the Gamai and-the Kinsbins camo down 
in flood, it had to bo pioroed in order to lot the water through, 
Tho aluioing of the Kinsbins and Jamkt has, however, greatly 
improved the drainage of this part of tho district, and it is 
no longer nooossary to cut the embankment after every slight 
inundation. Although sorviooablo by restraining high tides in 
tho Bay, it is quite inoapablo of resisting cyolonio storm-waves 


of any great height 
embankment was constructed in 1870 to sed on 

eh, from the flood-spll of the Subarnarekhé ahd replaced onbin- 

an embankment built by the British Government, which again 

had replaced an old embankment at the mouth of the Subarna- 

rekhi constructed during the rale of the Maréthis. Both, however, 

had been constructed too close to the river to allow the water to 

esoapo freely in time of flood, and the Bhogrii embankment was 

aligned further back, so as to give plonty of waterway for the 

floods, and thus prevent the overflowing, in the higher parts, of 

the rivers which formerly resulted from the narrowness of their 

outlets. The embankment starts about 5 miles from Bhograi as 

s continuation of the Coast Canal flood embankment, and goes 
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first north of and move or less parallel to the canal asfar as 

Bhograi. It thon continues on the opposite side of the canal 

long tho left of the Subamnavekh& es far es Rankuta, where it 

terminates ona high sand hill, With tho Joki ombankment, its 
continuation in the Midnapore district, it isa very’ important 
protective work, being 16 miles long and affording effectual 

tection to an area of about 60 square miles. 

TheSult. The Sulsdpat embankments are intended to protect the 
pit. Sulsipat, a tract of country, 20 square miles in area, lying on 
Sent” both sides of tho canal nonr Jaémkunda lock. ‘The Const Canal 
having out through the Sulsapit, its embankments on oithor side 

for the first 9 miles south of the Subarnarekha now form flood 
embankments, which keep out of the pat the water of that river 
entering the canal at the escape crossings beyond the ninth mile. 

‘Tho other detached embankments are described later in this 

chapter in the aooount of tho Subarnarokha embankments. 

On the north of the Baitarani, from Maburigion at 
Poreteie the foot of the hills to the weir at Akshuapada, there is 
Siont’"” a continuous embankment, over 18} miles long, giving complete 
protestion to the country oast of it, the railway line, and tho 
High Lovel Canal, Rengo I. This embankment is strong 
throughout its length, but during extraordinary floods the length 
between the weir and the railway requires to be watched. It has 
3 sluices, through one of which flood water is admitted for 
purposes of irrigation ; and there are 2 spill channels, ono 4 and 
‘the other 6 miles above the weir; flood water from the former 
combines with that of the latter, and running along the too of 
the embankment, falls again into the river. 

The other embankments aro of minor intorest, being works of 
little more than local importance which have been constructed in 
order to protect small areas from river or sea inundation. The: 
following is a brief account of these works. 

Proceeding from south to north, the first are three small 
embankments on the right bank of the Silandi river near 
Bhadrakh. This river rises at no great distance from Bhadrakh, 
and being a hill stream, its flood is sudden and rises several feet 
ina few hours, Tho embankments partially protect tho civil 
station from ordinary floods, but flood water finding its way 
through the unembanked part enters the town through a oause- 
way in the Trunk Road, A. project is being considered for extend- 
ing the right embankment round the civil station; and the question 
of making an embankment on the left bank below the ‘l'runk 
Road orossing has also been discussed, but it sooms likely thet, by 
restricting the river chennel, the right bank would be endangered. 
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On thé right bank, some two miles above Bhedrakh, there. is a 
continuous embankment, 73 miles long, which protects a sntall 
anne of ornty, the High Lol Ona Hage I, 14h to 26th 
and the Bhadrakh branch canal. This embankment is 
inally strong, aud has sevoral sluices, all intended for 
raining the country. ‘Thore aro no embankments along tho’ 
Robo, a small stream rising’ in the Keonjhar hills, which falls 
into the Kapili river ; it is a mere drainage 











spi 
xo several small embankments, which appear to have been mado 
to admit of impounding water for irrigation. They are of little 
‘use and of no importance, and are mo longer maintained by 
+Governmont but left to the zamindirs. Down.to the oanal 
aqueduct the stream is, liko the Rebo, practically a drainage 
channel, hardly spilling over its banks, but below the aqueduct 
‘the country is subjected to slight flood, and there are two small 
embankments giving protection to village sites. 

‘The Mat&i, which is flooded by looal drainage and by water stat, 
flowing in through the Tioketts canal, bas no ombankmenta, Kinstine 
Dut fusther north a portion ofthe Kénsbans hes boon canalized $y 
and embanked on both sides down to the sed, where a sluice rivers 
of 11 vents has been constructed for feeding or draining the 
canal a8 may be roquizod. Just beyond tho spot where tho H 
Gamai crosses the canal, the Nini embankment, mentioned ; 
above, begins; and further north beyond the omal to tho 
sea, embankments have boon mado on both sides of the river 
Tamki, and a sluice of 11 vents, similar to that on the Kanshins, 
hhas been constructed for feeding or draining the canal. 

Along tho Buribalang thero is an embankment 1 mile long pars. 
on tho right bank, from Chirgichia lock to the road iron Sec = 
Balasore to Chandipur, which affords partial protection to a small na 
area, ‘There are three embankments on the right bank of he rats 
‘Panchpira, viz, the Sulpatta, SildA end Chonnuali embank-"’°™ 
ments, which protect the cultivated fields from the ingress of 
salt water at high spring tides. North of this the old channel 
of the river Siratha beyond the canal is embanked on both 
sides to the sea, where there is a sluice of 10 vents for feeding 

+ or draining the canal. 

In tho north there aro sovoral embankments intended to mo sitar. 
proteot the country from the floods of the SubemarekhA and to marokhi. 
keep out water from the Sulsipit. On the right bank of that 
river, nearly 16 miles above Jamkunda, is the “Darbori em- 

‘ankment about 1} miles in length, which traverses a low piece 
of land and protects on aren of 13 square miles from toot 
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‘hero aro also 4 small detached embankments, mentioned below, 
giving partial protection only ; in ordinary floods they protect 
fan area of $4 square miles, but in high floods the water enters 
at many plaoos where tho ground is low. From Jamkunda to 
Pénohrukhi tho Jamkund& embankment rans along tho right 
dank of Subsnarekhi for a little over 2 miles, and protects the 
Sulstpst from flood, ‘Tho Baras embankment, which commences 
in Jémkund& villago and ends at Baras, half a mile distant, also 
protects the Sulsipét ; and so docs tho Panchpili embankment 
which’connests with tho canal in the 78th mile. Tt is i milos 
ong, and has three sluicos for drairiage only. ‘havo is, besides 
these, ashort embankment on tho right bank about 6 miles below 
Tamkunda, betweon villages Nagari and Ambachua, which protects « 
about 5} square miles, $ 

Tn condlusion, the following remarks may be quoted from 
Mr. Kingsford’s Sottloment Report on tho effeot of the embank- 
‘monts on various parts of tho disisict,- As rogards tho country to 
the north, he considers that the construction of the Joki embanke 
‘mont in Contai, the strongthoningo f the Bhogréi embankment, 
‘and tho oonstruotion of the Const Canal have tended to inorense 
tho Linbility to fidod on the wost side of the Coast Canal, 

“Tn Konrdichayr noazly ono quarter of the area is liable to 
almost annual flood, No doubt those lands were! always covered 
swith a oonsidorablo depth of water, and the Coast Onnal is not 
thorefore tho cause of tho inorenso in tho proportionate liability to 
flood, excopt in #0 far as it hns raisod tho height of flood level. 
‘As tho embankment is now offoctive, it is probable that somo 
jnoronse has been oavsed in the height and duration of floods of 
unusual magnitude, Ido nob, however, think that the oiroum- 
stanoos of this pargana have materially deteriorated, exoopt for the 
{aot of oultivation having extended over lands specially liable to 
flood.” 

“fuming to the pdiyanas on the south bank of the Subar- 
narekh& and upon the west of the Const Canal, he says :—In 
years of high flood the rivers Subarnarekha and Haskura dischargo 
over the parganas to tho south-east, and tho water runs aoross 
tho Basta-Balidpal road into Koardachaur and Sitmalang, It is 
thon banked up by tho Coast Oanal, and passing southwards, finds - 
vent through the open esoapes on the north of the Pénchpara 
river. ‘That the water is banked up needs no demonstration to 
any one acquainted with this part of tho canal. Did the embank- 
‘mont not exist, the water would escape towards the sea, Under 
existing circumstances, it stagnates until itr eaches the level of 
the esespes to the south, where there is no embankment, the canal 
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running through higher ground. It is not until it reaches this 
higher Jovel that the flood oan obtain egress. Along the low lands 
upon the Coast Canal, there is, therefore, occasionally soz losi of 
crops, but tho distance is so far from the Subumarekha that no 
violent rush of water ooours. Moreover, the embankment protects 
‘the country to the wost from the ponetration of tidal waters, and 
tho benofit conferred in this respect probably equals the disadvan. 
tage, Great damego ooous in parganas Kismat Ketisshi, 
‘Kotisahi and Sshabendar through flood, crosion and oocasionally 
by sand deposit. In. Sahabandar, particularly in the aren 
enclosed by the old and now channels of the river, the surface of 
the soil is in a stato of continual chango owing to the action of tho 

+ water. The course of tho river is erratic, and its aotion deposits 
sn some places sand and in othors silt, so that the oultivation varies 
from year to year. In Davadachaur and Nangaleswar less damaga 
is caused, and throughout these and the other payanas, excepting 
‘those directly upon the bank, silt is doposited in large quantities, 
‘and when the flood ooonrs early in the year as in 1898 ite results 
are entirely beneficial. It remains to note pergana Bhograi, 
which 60 years ago was exposed both to the Subamnamkha. floods 
and to irruption of the sea, was partially protected by sand ridges 
and an old Marithi embankment, but the protection now afforded 
is offeotual, oxcopt upon the lands situated between the embank- 

‘mont and the river. This is indeod the only protected tract in 
the distriot with the exception of Soso and Manjuri in- the 
south-west,” 





‘As regards the south of the distrist, Mr, Kingsford remarké— gou thems 
“Pho ‘construction of tho Baitarant lef embankment above parse. 


Alshuapadé, while protecting the pargana of Soso, naturally 
Faised tho river levels below Akshuapada; subsequéntly, the 
Baitarani right embankment, reaching 17 miles below Akshuapada, 
swas ereoted in order to protect the irrigation works of Jajpur, and 
this was completed between 1891-92, thus closing the rivers Benga, 
Kia ond Patpur, which proviously carried off. much of tho 
Baitarani water to the south. In the year following it was found 
necessary not only to raise the right embankment, but also to out 
‘the old agrioultural embankments of Nadidgaon ond Phalpur, in 
order to allow free egross of the water into Baying. ‘The result 
of these mensures has been to throw open to disastrous flood 
several villages in Baydng proviously protected, and to raise the 
flood level throaghout the tract. 

““T must be obvious, to any one who examines the facts, that 
the embankment has -cansod an immense increase in the volume of 
‘water thrown into Dhamnagar and Bayang. ‘The flood traverses 
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nenrly tho whole of the latter pargana and Kaima, and part of 
it passes towards tho north-onst across a portion of Sontut and 
thiough Bhera until it moots the Matai. Hor tho wator is bank- 
od up, and the drainago from the wost of the Const Cnnal, finding 
no outlet, stognates in the low-lying lands of Ankurt, ‘Tho offoct 
is most severe in Baylng, Nontly 1,000 nores of cropped lands 
previously protected havo been oxposed to flood by the oxtting of 
tho agricultural ombankmonts roferrod to, whilo tho dopth of flood 
over another 27,000 navos of oropped aren ns boen considorably 
{moroasod. It has boon said that the flood-water of Baying oausos 
the Matai to bank up, and results, therefore, in the stagnation of 
tho whole drainage of Ankurt, 'Thoro is, I think, no doubt that 
tho construction of tho Coast Canal has contributed to this result 
by batving ogross to tho cast, oxcopt by osonpos, tho height of 
which is too great to parmit tho wator to flow off until it has 
reached a level destructive to tho crops,* ‘Thero has undoubtedly 
oon interference with the drainogo of the Gamai,t which, instond 
of flowing off dirootly to the sea, is now forced down the wost 
Bank of tho omal into tho Matai, °‘Tho Ankurapat or low-londs 
long tho canal must always havo boon subjoot to flood; but: I 

gathor from tho old rooords tht, the loss was not excessive, whore 
as at tho prosont day tho crop over a groat portion of this pargana 
is precarious. On tho other hand, the condition of two of southe 
western par ganas, Soso ond Manjuri, has much improved owing 
to the construction of the Baitarant loft ombankment, which 
effootually protects the aroa from flood.” 

- Kingaford wrote hi report, the create of many of 

Range V of tho Orin Cent Cina! havo boon lowered, an th 
‘complained of has thoreky been coisieraly improved. 

'f Regesding. thin slatoment, Mr. A, 8. ThotHon, Suporintendlng Bugioor, 
Orisa Circle, writes as follows: 0 honofite conferred by the anal banks, in 
preventing tho tidal waters of the son penetrating tho haan and banks of 
Tan vee, robubly‘oqua tho dnndvantagen enna Uy tho Coast Canal batt 
ing ie free drainage to tho so, In couao of thio, tho land must rise from 
anual deponite of wi and tho Tow atea now complained of wil evostoally die 
ypesr” 
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OHAPTER VIII. 
RENIS, WAGES AND PRICES. 
Tur rents fixed at tho last sottlement wore not based on the seems. 
classes of soil undor oaltivation, as it was found that tho villagens ¥™*"9r 
* could not point out, with any degroo of aceumoy or certainty, 
dofinite tracts of lands bearing a uniform rent, Eventually, it 
‘was decided to assoss rents on the basis of the existing rates; the 
method adopted being tho proposal of a fair rent, i,, either the 
existing ront or an enhanced rent, for the acceptance of the tenant, 
tho immediate sottlemont of that rent if accepted hy him, and in 
all cases in which the tenant declined it, the formal sottlement 
of a fair ront under the provisions of tho Nongal Tenancy Act. 
‘Tho method was simple and involved as little disturbance of the 
statue quo as was possible ; it avoided tho risk of inequalities of 
assessment duo to the idiosynoracios of individual officars 5 and it 
swas open to any person dissatisfied with the ront proposed to apply 
for the settlement of a different rent, and to addwoe formal evidence 
in support of his contentions. Under this systom, fair rents were 
tet for the whole body of tenants in the temporarily-settled 
estates; altogether 370,290 holdings with an area of 692,200 acres 
wore thus dealt with, the average rent throughout “the district 
being Re. 1-10-7 per acre. 

At tho sottlomont of 1837, Balasore was assessed lightly, the 
population being scanty and tho Jand liable to flood and inter 
spersed with junglé, while alarge area had been thrown out of 
cultivation owing to the disastrous cyclones and storm-waves 
of 1832 and 1833. The rent of the t/ani ryots, ie, tho resident 
cultivators who had the best land and had special privileges, was 
fixed at Re. 1-11-8 an acre ; while the incidence of.the ronts of 
the paki or non-resident ryots, who held over 44 por cent. 
of tho assessed area nd were practically tenants-nt-will, was 
Re. 1-2-11 an acre. During the 60 years following this sottlement, 
there was a very great development in the resources of the 
country; the axga under cultivation incroased by 40 por cont. ; and 
it is noticeable that the incidence of the rents paid by paki ryote 
rose from Re. 12-11 to Re, 1-11-1 an acro ; for these ronts have 
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always boon move or less competition reuts, reflecting with much 
aoourney the general conditions prevailing, 

At tho last settlomont the rents of (ani holdings wore 
enhanood whorevor they woro found to be lower then tho pal 
ronts; and the ekcoss area was everywhere assessed to rent at tho 
village rate, after making an allowanco of 10 per cont. to cofor 
any exooss duo to strictness of our systom of monsuremont. In 
tho ovont, the average incidence of tho ront sottled for tani 
holdings was Re. 1-13-8 por acto, and for (hani-pald or mixed 
holdings Re, 1-11-5, tho enhancoment on tho existing rent being 
9°6 and 6°9 por ont, respectively. 

‘Dh general devolopment of tho district had naturally been 
accompanied by an increase in tho rents of the pal xyots, the only 
lags for which vents wore not fixed for the term of the provious 
settlement. ‘Tho zamindars had consequently enhanced thom oon- 
siderably duxing tho curronoy of that settlement ; and as they 
‘wero hold throughout the now proceedings to bo competition rents, 
they “wero not liable to any gonoral enbancoment, ‘Choy 
swore, howover, enhanood on the ground of excess area or whore 
any portioular rents wero found to be unreasonably low, either 
through collusion or fraud, or because they were specially granted 
‘as beneficial ronts by the zamindara. ‘The average ront’ finally 
fixed was Ro. 1-18-5, the enhancement on the existing ront being 
10:1 por ent. 

Among other classes of tenants whose xonts wore sottled may 
bo montioned the jamabondi Kharidadars, chandinddars, nigf- 
basiaftidars and kami baz aftidars. The jamabandi khavidadars axo 
holders of land which, inetheory at loast, was formerly reclaimed. 
Ab tho provious sottloment thoy were treated as subordinate pro- 
prictors, their rents being otloulated at a certain percentage of 
the aseote they received ; but at this settlement they wore dealt 
with as tennre-holders under'the Bengal Tenancy Act, and their 
rents wore sottlod accordingly, a pereontage equal to that granted 
to thom atthe previous soitlement (20 to 80 per cont. of the fall 
rent) being fixed. ‘The inoidonoe of the sottled rato por sore was 
Ro. 1-2-2, tho enhanoement being 58 per cont, No general 
enhancement was made of tho rent of ryots holding ohanding 
tenancies, é., the holders of homestend lands, the incidence of 
which, had rison from Ro, 1-16-9 to Rs, 8-7-8 within the last 
60 years; but excess arens were assessed to rent at special rates, 


“thus causing a nominal enhanosment. ‘The nisfl-basia/tidars and 


Kamit basiaftidars, or holders of resumed rent-free lands, had 
‘bopn assessed at the previous settlement at half rates and..full 
‘ates respeotively. Both there classes were dealt with as. ryote 
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whose special privileges had expired at the last settlement, but in 
consideration of the very low rents at which they were holding, 
and to prevent the hardship which would have been caused by too 
sudden an enhancement, a strict Limit was imposed on tho 
enhancement; and they were eventually assessed to vents much 
Velow those paid by ‘dni and pahi ryots. ‘The incidence of tho 
settled rent per acre in the oase of wisfi-basiaftidars was annas 18-11 
and of Admi? basiaftidars annas 14-10, the enhancement being 197 
and 67 por cent. respectively. ‘Tho increase of the ronts of the 
former, which is primd facie extremely large, is due to the fact 
that these people, who had been given holdings at what wero 
supposed to be half rates, were found to be paying what were 
really pepper-corn “rents. Tho rents now fixed are under 
rapes an acre, which isless than helf the market value of the 
land. 


Tn the final report on the survey and settlement of Oris, Roisin 

Maddox states:—“There is little, if any, evidence of gst 
general enhancement of rents on the ground of imigation or 
of higher rates in irrigated than in unirrigated villages, though 
there is evidence that rent-rates have risen more in the protected 
and inrigeted tracts than in the unprotected and unirrigated. 
‘There is, however, some rosson to think thet irrigation causes 
the lowest rents to rise, and in fact has a tendency to equalize - 
rents through an irrigated sre. The incresse of cultivation is 
certainly no groator in the protected end irrigated group, and all 
the enquiries made have failed to elicit any evidenos of a substan- 
tial extension of cultivation to lands which but for the canal water 
swore not likely to have been reolaimed. Amidst the mass of oon 
flicting information on the subject of the increase of rent-rates, one 
act alone can be held to be abundantly proved, and that is that the 
cases in which a zamindir has openly enhsnced rents on the 
ground of the accessibility of cans) water or has imposed an irri- 
gation cess of his own ara very rare.” Elsewhere in India the rents 
of irrigated aro sometimes two or three times those of unirrigated 
Iend; but in Balasore the exhaustive enquiries made during the 
settlement, showed that rents were not higher in irrigated than in 
unirrigated ereas. 

Tt was only to be expected that the rents of a very large Goren 
number of tenants holding at privileged rates, which had remained resi 
untouched for 60 years, would heve to be enhanced at the 
Inst sottlement; for it was known that cultivation had largely 
extended during the same period, and thet there were considerable 
areas in the possession of both landlords and tenants that 
ad-never been assessed to rent or revenue. The general result 
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of the settlement of rents was that the incidence of rent was 
raisod from Ro, 1-6-10 to Re. 1-10-7 per acre, tho enhancement 
boing 16 por cent.; while the settled assets wore altogothor > 
Hs. 11,51,400, os compared with Rs. 9,88,800, the assots oxisting 
bafore the settlement, ‘Tho enhancomont actually imposod on 
the important olass of //éni ryots amounted to only 9°6 per cant. 
‘Tho ronts of those cultivators had undergone no change for a poriod © 
of 60 years, and though # lego numbor dissppearod in tho famino 
years of 1865-66, it was old that this was mo reason why those 
who hold their gromd should bo absolved from contributing somo 
share of tho largo rise in tho value of their produce which had 
resulted from State-constructed improvements and settled 
government. The incidence of rent por acre is lightor titan in 
Cuttack ond Puri, though the enhancement was greater than 
in cither of those districts. ‘The difference was due chiefly to tho 
largor amount of excess area assossed to rent and to the faot that 
the existing assessment was low owing to tho disastrous floods 
which had thrown much land out of cultivation, to the soantier 
population, and to the nature of the agriculture of the district, 
where the cultivated area for the most part grows only one 
crop, viz., sérad rico, 

Proovor tents in kind are still paid for w cortain proportion of land. 

3H The commonest form of produce rent is that known as dhulibhdy 
(Giterally, a sharing of tho dust), which implies an equal division 
of the grain as well as of all byo-produots. Under this systom 
‘the entiro cost of cultivation is borne by the tenants, and when the 
crop comes to maturity, it is reaped in the presmnoo of the land- 
lord’s agent and is carried by tho tenant to the threshing floor, 
where an equal’ division is made in the prosenoo of both partos. 
Sometimes, however, instead of the crop being actually divided, 
it is appraised on the ground, and half the estimated value in 
cath is taken by the landlord as his share. It is estimated that 
in the case of ordinary rico land, the landlord’s share is about 

maunds of paddy, worth Re. 1 to Re. 1-4 per maund at 
‘harvest, so that the rent actually paid would be equivalent to 
Rs. 8 to Rs, 10 in cash. A less common form of produce rent is 
that designated phalbhag, i. c., a division of the fruits and grain 
aly, the straw and other bye-produots being retained by the 
caltivator, 
Besides the diulidiag and plalbhag, there are two other classes 











arrangement by which a portion of a cash'rent is payable in kind, 
ea tenant withe nominal rent of Rs. 4 may have to pay 
Re, 8 incash and Re. 1in grain. The landlord fixes the rate, 
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so that the tonant gonetally has to pay something’ more’ than "ho 
would obtain for his grain in the open market. Sanja, i. ¢., © 
contraot, is a torm applied to tho paymont of fixed quantity of 
agricultural produce. ‘The latter gencrally amounts to about 6 
maunds per acre, which would fetch Rs.-6 in a good your and 
Rs. 9 in a bad your. ‘Tho quantity fixod has to be paid whother 

* tho season is favournble for tho ryot or tho rovorse, and the rent 
{us proses most heavily on him when ho i lost ablo to afford it 
Fortunatoly, this gystom is raro in Balasore. 

"Tho wages oblainod for labour havo inaround gréatly daring Waee 

tho last half contury, especially in the towns. In 1850 the wages 
of ordinary dey-lnbourers were only 1 anna a day. Carpenters’ 
‘wages amounted to 2 annas a dey, and smiths were contented with ; 
2h to 8 annase day. Away from their villages, adult male day : 
Inbourers now eam a daily wage of 3} annss, females 2 annes 
and boys } anna; and carpentors, masoné and blacksmiths 6 to 
8 annas according to their skill. ‘The riso hna been greater in 
the case of skilled than unskilled labour, owing to the increasing 
demand for masons, carpenters and blacksmiths orented by’ the 
linking up of Orissa by rail with Bengal, the resultant communi« 
cation with lage centres of industry, and the growing preference 
for masonry structures in the towns. ‘The incvenke is moto 
notiveable in the towns than in the villages, where lower wages 
obtain. 

In his own native village, a skilled labourer gots from'4 to 6 
annas and an adult unskilled Iebourer 2 anes a‘day ; but tlie 
amount of the wages paid depends on the demand for labour, the 
nature and ammount of the work done, and the size and position of 
the village, i.e. whether it js in a remote and out-of-the-way tract 
or in tho neighboushood of a town. For making and xeps 
agriculinrel implements, carpenters and blacksmiths, who are” still 
an essential part of the village community, are always paid in kind, 
the annusl payment averaging about 9 scers of xice from every 
Glient ; and the day labourer, when paid in kind, gots varying 
quantities of paddy equivalent to 2 to 2h seers of rice. Measured 
by the quantity of grain given, there docs not appear to have 
been any incresse in the wages paid to agrioultmral labourers 
uring the last 80 yoare; but owing ‘to the eahanced price of 
food-grains, the money valuation of wages in kind has inorensed 
by 90. per cont: On tho other hand, though the wages paid in 
‘cash have increased considerably, they have not risen in the same 
proportion as the prices of staple food-crops, and they are now 
slightly less in value than wages in kind ; the Tatter are, therefore, 
prefemed by the villago labourers, and it is dificult to obtain.« 
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cooly in the mofussil who will work for cash wages in the sowing 
and reaping seasons, when wages in kind are fresly given, 

‘As regards the supply of Inbour, the following oxtract from 
Mz, Foley's Report on Labour in Bengal (1906) may be quoted— 
“‘Phore is considerable emigration to Caloutta, specially for 
handling goods and for all sorts of enginooxing work. I was 
informed that only the low castos went to tho mills, hooase the 
castes axe mixed togethor there; whoreas the higher castes, who 
sre chiolly, Brahmans, Khandaits, Chisas and Goalas, wish to be 
seperated, especially in their dwellings, from tho lower castes 
Any amount of labour, I was informed, could be chtained 
vetween January end July, when the people. would want to 
rebum for their cultivation, since otherwise they would have to 
pay labourers to cultivate for them. Oriya labour is generally 
obtained through earvdére, who live in Caloutta or the neighbour 
hood and hevo agents in the district: some of them mako n very 
large income by the porcontages of the wages they take, and 
Inbour would be chenpor and more satistaotory, if it was roornited 
direct through relatives, eto. Oriyas will leave home so long as 
they go with some one in whom they have confidenoe. ‘The chiot 
emigration is by sea, vid Ohindbali, the orops in the southon part 
of the district being linble to be damaged by floods and drought : 
along tho sea coast also the land is poor on account of the deposits 
of salt. ‘There is also emigration by rail, especially from 
Bhadrakh and Balasore, and aleo by road through Midnapore. 
From Soro and the north of tho district a considerable number of 
people go to tho Sundarbans to out the orops, leaving in 
November and returning in March. ‘The chief oentros whenoo 
Inbour oan be: obtained. spear to lie Balasore, Bhadrakh, Basn- 
debpur, .Soro, Dhamnager_ snd Ohandbali.” 

"Tho cost of the necessaries of lifo has inoreased even more than 

the rate of wages, and. the figures in 

Price of rie in wert ptr the margin will show how enormously 

me the price of rice, the staple food of the 





ors people, has grown during the last oon- 
31 248 tury in Orism, Tt will bo seen that 
He $ tho grostest incroaso took place after 


1866, and it is indeed a common say- 
ing that the high prices which commenced during the famine 
Dats never Tels th land, This is to a cortain extent true, as 

ime came a period of groat activity in the imy it 
ofthe roads and. harbours, tho‘construolion of ‘canals and. the 
gridual development of foroign trado ; and a steady rise -of. prices 
set-in after this transition period. During the last quinquennium 
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prices do not seem to have beon much affected: by the opening of 
tho railway, probably becaus the country hnd already been 
opened out by the omnal system to a brisk export trado in rice 
Ly sea, ‘Tho effect of tho railway on the genoral trade of tho 
country and its potentiat value as © mouns of making prices 
indopondent of Jooal demands sro, howover, unquestionable. 
There has also boon a great increaso in the prioo of other agri- 
otiltural produce, of pulses, git and tobacoo; but, on the other 
hand, cotton yarn and ofl havo cheaponed, whilo there hus been 
but litle change in tho cost of sugar and of botel-nut, which 
overy Oriya chows. In rocont yoars also the average price of salt 
hus shown a gradual fall oving to the reduotion of the duty 
‘and improved facilities of communication ; this fall bas been 
very marked sinoo tho farther redwotion mado in 1906, and oon- 
sumption is increasing. 

In tho Final Report on the Survey and Settlement of Oris ausenrav 
the general standard of living is dosribed as follows :— he coxorziow 
Oriys cultivator is oontont with very little, and that he generally $y 
gots. A. full meal of rico once a day, taken with a lille salt, 
somo pulse or vegetables, and perhaps fish, suffices him, and ho 
eats cold in the morning what is left over from his evoning xopast. 
Animal food is a luxury, but wellsto-do men ont 0 little mutton : 
‘and goat's flesh, and all classes ont game whenever they have the 
luck to kill any. ‘The pooxest classes tako, to supplement. their 
vice, boiled kuti and mensia cakes, and find a substitute for 
vogotablos iu tho many hovbs and grawos that grow wild; and it 
is very fow indeod who oannot Al their bellies with food -which, 
if not appotising, is oortainly satisfying. If the harvest fails or 
supplies run ehort, the cultivator finds in the mafdjan a banker 
always ready to advanco money on good soonrity, and able, and 
willing to tide him over hard times, provided there is no abnormal 

genoral distrose;; and the history’ of tho floods and drought of 
{506 shows that the agricultural community can withstand vory 
serious calamities, if the bad sonson is followed by a good harvost 
in the next your.” 

Tn opito of their indebtedness and of the liability of” thai agin 
erope to injury from droughts and floods, the agrioultural classes te 

moro rosouroes then any other, and they constitute the 
moe of tho population. _Notonly hevo they better means and 
bottor credit than the labousing classes, but being in the habit of 
Keoping grain fo? home consumption, thos who have crops of 
‘tome kind aro in a better position than the non-agricultural 
alagses when grain is soatoe and prices aro high. ‘They. have 
.geined both by the better price thoy obtein from ‘their surplus 
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producé and by the smaller price they” pay for imported luxuries, 
whereas formerly thoy could realizo comparatively little from 
plentiful harvests, for in tho absenoo of momus of export tho Inttor 
sont down prices and glutted the markot with an wnealeable com- 
motity. Although, thoreforo, tho slato of tho oultivating classes 
as a whole oannot be said to bo ono of plenty, cortain sootions 
‘onjoy a faix,monsuxo of prosperity. 
Jaboarng Tho labourers jn tho villagon havo beon equally bouofilod hy 
slumet. “tho sae in tho prices of food-gruins, as wagos aro still paid in a 
gront majority of cases oither wholly or partly in kind, ‘This 
tom is ‘partioulnrly suited to an agricultural district liko 
alniore for whatever fluctuations may tako plaoe in the markot, 
the labouser’s wago romains the same. 

‘There axe threo kinds of agricultural Inbourers (mutts), vis, 
the lara-masia, ndg-mutia and thikd-mutias, of whom tho frst two 
avo paid entirely in kind, ‘Who béra-mdsia is « Inbouter hived for 
bara mas, ox twelve months. Ho seocives bonrd und lodging in 
his master’s houso, and an annual wago of Rs, 12 or Rs. 15, of 
which @ portion is offen advanced to him froo of interest, bosides 
four garments (two karwits, one gamehd, and one chdder) every 
your, ‘Tho ndg-nutia doos not livd or eat in his master's houso, 
Ho receives half gaunt (5} seers) of paddy for every day's work 
dono by him, besides am annual presont of a new cloth (yénerd) 
anid a cast-off garment of his master’s, Ho is also allowed a plot 
of land (called beta) to cultivate for his own benotit, freo of xont, 
Engagements for ono your's service aro mado with tho nag-mulia 
in the month of Philgun, ut tho Do? festival ; and ho receives on 
thab occasion a loan of monoy, varying from Rts, 2 to Res. 6, froo 
cof interest, which is ropaid at tho tormination of tho ongago- 
ment, Such engagements ato often ronewod your after year for 
sovoral yoars, tho loan being repaid only on, tho final cossation, of 
the contract. These coolies give the whole of their time. to their 
master’s businoss, A. subdivision of this class, called ddha-nudia, 
givo only half their timo, and rooeive only half tho deta land and 
‘one cloth, the daily allowance of paddy being tho samo as with 

+ tho ndg-nulia, ‘Tho fhika mulia is employed by no master in 
particular, but does dey work wherever ho is wanted, reociving in 
rolun a monoy wage, emounting to about 2 annas a day. 

Hore, as in other parts of India, the lot of the ordinary ‘un- 
skilled day Inbourer is rather hard. Spending what he earns from 
day to day, ho has very little to pawn or sell in times of distress, 
and he is thetefore the fizst to suooumb in time of soarcity, i 
unless hevis oarefully watched snd given work within easy reach —* 

“Unlike -the: Bihari, the Oriya doos not move with his family in 
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search of work, and no labourer cares to go to a distant place for 
employment leaving his family uncared for and with the rrospat 

of only earning. enough for himsclf, Tho kuthia or kali, 

unskilled labourer who is engaged by tho year and pi 

in kind, is however better off than the day labourer. 

a better man to look after him, who, if an old master, does not 

forsake him till ho is himself reduced to the very last straits; 

tnd besides this, ho is gonerally allowed to hold about half an 

‘ore of land froe of rent, 

‘As rogards skilled Inbour, tho village artisons who never go 
out of tho village form a recognized part of tho village organiza 
tion, and ate algo indirectly supported by, agrioulture, ‘Tho 
ontinary artisan with a family of five earning 7 annas a day doos 
not spend moro thon 6 annas, and is thus able to lay by somotbing, 
which enables him in time to invest his savings in. land, the great 
ambition of every man in Orissa, ‘Thero is hardly any really 
skilled artisan, who has not, if he is aman of the mofussil, some 
nnd, and if a man of the town, some monoy-lending. 

‘Pho houses of tho cultivator oonsists of four mud walls ross, 
enclosing © court, and used as tho gables of little rooms which fa ae fo, 
tho court inside. A Balasore husbandman has wsially at Toast 
five of thoso little apariments,—ono for his cows, another for his 
cook-shed, a third for storing his paddy, and two xooms fox 
sleoping and general uso, ‘hero is gonorally n verandah outside i 
tho wall on both sides of tho principal door for receiving stran- : 
gor, and as « place whexo the men of the family talk and loungo. 
Somotimos, but rarely, tho cow-shed is built outside the walls, 
‘Tho mud enclosure stands in the middle of a bright groon patch 
of vegetables, and the whole is shut in with.a good fence of 
prickly. shrubs. 

‘Tho summer dross of a Balasore ponsent is 0 cotton waist-clath 
(Wot) falling over the thighs, and tncked up when at work, with 
‘a soarf (gamcha) thrown over his shoulder; occasionally also a 
turban envelops his hond, A well-to-do shopkeeper wours an 
ample cotton shawl (c/ddar) instead of the searf, which he some- 
times twists round his head and cars, He hns also a pair of 
coarse shoes, with Iong tuod-up toes and no heels, elaboratoly, 
though roughly, embroidered with coloured thread. In winter 
the peasant wraps his head and the upper part of his body in a 
{hick double chest (dohard), while the sopkceper ndulgo ino 
bronddloth sonrf (Wu/) and a cotton shirt, A ponsont’s furniture 
consists of a fow brass pots, platters and cups, one or tvo vary. 
rude bedstonds, a few mats, and sometimes some instruments of 
Aofenoe. ‘Tho better class have generally ono ox two palm-leaf, 
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books on Hind mythology in their houses, or a legend out of the 
Mahabharata or Ramayana, 

Rico and milk form « peasant’s food, even dried fish boing a 
luxury among the poorest classes. ‘Tho your's supply of it is 
stored up in reed baskets, and sparingly doled out. Vogetablos 
also axe luxuries not always within their roach. ‘Tho peasants 
set anide their boilod rico till. it twa slightly souz, and ostoom 
this unpalatable moss a favourite article of diet. After boiling, 
tho vice is allowed to stand for 24 hours in water, until fermen. 
tation has slightly sot in, and to this sour moss a little salt is 
added. It nood soarooly be added that this the invariable dict of 
the Oriyé pensant is unstimulating and unwholesome, 

ing tho indobtednoss of tho people, Mr. Kingsford 
‘writes as follows:—“ Owing to the reticence of ryots, information 
on the subject of indebtedness is very difficult to obtain. Scorecy 
rogarding their circumstanoos has become ingrained in them. It 
is natural that an improvement in condition should bo a mattor 
for concealment, sinoe opon prosperity has often been the cause of 
exaction, An old Masthin Bréhman, who haunted a sottlement 
camp in pargana Senaut, had inherited a few’ acres of land from 
his father at the age of 25. Ho now has half a lakh of mpoos 
buried in the floor of his hut, yot a ooarse dioft and a still coarser 
gimoha axe all the clothing he has ever been known to wear. 
Though the cixoumstanées of this man are matter of common 
Knowledge, tho’ tradition that tho admission of prosperity is 
disastrous Would suffice to provont him from generally admitting 
thom. It is not so clear why the habit af secrecy showld extend 
to those in impoverished and involved circumstances ; yot it does 
s0, and it was found impossible to ascertain what, proportion, of 
ryots in an ordinary villago were indebted and to what extent, I 
Believe it, howover, to be the fect that excopting a fow lakiirdjdare 
and well-to-do cultivators, and excepting the poorest classes who 
‘cannot borrow because they have no seourity to offer, there are very 
fow ryots who are not indebted to the zammdar or tho mahajan 
for loans of grain or money. 

“Many caitses have contributed to this result. ‘The peasant of 
this djetzict is oven less industrious than his brethren in Cuttack, 
‘and hia husbandry more osreless and negligent; a fact which, with 
the increase of subletting, must be held partially attributable to 
low rentals. Very few families havo stocks to last them longer 
than’ 9 months from harvest time, and none amongst the ordinary 
class have money with which to meot extraordinary calls, A 
marriage entails an expenso of Rs, 0, or Rs. 60, and that at a 
time when the son is at an ago of fifteen and the daughtor.of ten, 
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so that the family increases rapidly without any oorresponding 
inorease in its rosources. ‘To borrow this sum, the ryot must go 
to the mmindir or the mahAjan, and in the latter oase he must 
mortgage his holding or ornaments to twico the value of tho debt. 
Culls for intorest doplenish his stock of paddy, and in Soptom! 
it not before, ho must borrow grain for food, In“November ke 
is oalled on for his rent and must cut a 
arop bofore it is fully ripo, and dispose of it 
market. In December and January he hargests the crop, and in 
February oomos a frosh oall for rent and for roturn of the borrowed 
groin, After messing tho April hist ond purchasing tho fow 
simple tools ho requires and a fresh pack-saddle for his bullock, 
ho finds himself with loss than last yoar’s store, with the money 
debt still owing to the mahajan and with a monthly instalment of 
interest to discharge, But apart from the doprossion of oiroum- 
stances induced by his own indisorotion, thero is certain to como 
‘8 soason every 10 or 16 years when tho orop fails through flood 
or dronght, « mimdventuro which plungos, thrifty and unthrifty 
aliko into debt, trom which thoy seldom manago to recover, 
“Tndebtodnoss is admittodly on the increas»; and though the 
bution of Aiatiéus has afforded xyots temporary reliof by 
supplying them with an instrument whioh has rch inoreayed the 
* value of their holdings, and zepresenfs a gift of some 80 or 40 - 
rrupoos on the avorago of ouch family, theto is reason to four that 
in the coumo of the next 80 yours the occupanoy right: will 
apse to a largo oxtont, and that the zamindare, who aro already 
purchasing holdings in considerable quantity, will be in possossion 
af an aren of nijechas lands much in oxooss of that which they 
now hold.” 

“Tho question of indebtodnoss may bo concluded by some Mouty 
romarks on the methods of borrowing in vogue, 

“Monoy loans are only required on special occasions and avo 
obtained from the zamindax or the ma/djan. Under, some ofroun- 
stances, however, a debt inourred in grain is repaid in monoy and 
troatod in all rospoot as a money dobt, ‘The landlord generally 
requires a stamped paper, which provides for interest “at 84 por 
cont. per month to be punotually paid by the borrower. Some- 
times ronewal of the deed is required at the expiration Gf each 
half-year, the interest due being added to the capital, and the debt: 
thus coumulates af compound interest. ‘The maidjan requires 
soourity, eithor tho mortgage of the holding or a pledge in tho 
shapo of ornaments and utensils to the value of twice the debt 
inourred. Interest is charged at tho same rate of 84 per cent, on 
month, 
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« Paddy and somotimes money aro occasionally loaned by ryots 
to cach other. » For grain thus lent to oblige a friend no interest 
is roquited, but for cash the intorost is at tho ordinaxy rate of 8 
per coat. per month. It is to the zamindé or to the ma/ajan that: 





“application is ordinarily made, Advanoos of grain aro gonorally 


Summary. 


imade on the panofpai system, 6 matnds of grain being returned. 
‘ut harvest timo fox every 4+ mannds borrowed, ‘Chie is equivalont, 
to intorest at the rate of 25 por ont, but asthe lonns nro usually 
taken about August or oven lator, and are soareely. over ottrront for 
more than 6 months, the rato of interest is, in fnot, 50 por cont, 
perannum, ‘The mahajon, who has no intorost in tho borrower's 
lands, gencrully exacts a higher rate than the samindar, whose 
security is bottor. In cithor oxso' a tamaswk or stamped bond is 
executed and rotuined by the lender, So ouvoless is the xyot, and 
40 blindly does he'sometimes trast himsclf in the hands of his 
samdass, that oases aro not uncommon whore the amount of tho 
dobt-and the terms of xopayment aro loft blank upon tho dood. 
‘Tho xyot signs it, Ho takes tho paddy, and after bostowing a 
soer of two upon the servant who hins monatrod it, robs homo 
content with his bargai 

“Tt may seem incredible that suoh things should ooout, but it 
{s not perhaps a matter of oxtrome surprise, if it be considered how 
entively many ryota nro in the hands: of an influential zamindér, 
‘Dhoy imow that tho surplus of their produce will be taken both 
in the shape of ront and of repayment for previous loans, and. 
they know also that unless they provo refractory, the samIndir 
‘will allow them at least a compotenco, ‘hoy have nothing to 
oxpoot bub: to cultivate their lands and to bo allowed to retain so 
mich of the produoo as is novossary for their maintenanoo ; and 
they-oan rely upon their landlord for nssistanoo in times of 
soatcity. ‘They aro, therefore, indifferent ns to the amount of 
their debts and contont to bo bled in the knowledge’ that: the 
operation is necossary, and that it is in their Indlords’ own 
intorest not to allow it to torminate fatally.” 

In‘condlusion, the following summary may bo quoted from the 
Quinguennial Adriinistration Report of Oxissa for the years 1900, 
0 1905, ‘Tho traditional style of living for each of the main 
classes continues, and tho standard has beon little raised, though a 
tondenoy towards spurious luxury is notioonble in some of the 
poorer classes, No now industries appear to have been opened, 
‘An institution, called tho Utkel Union Conference, has beon started 
since 1903 for the improvement of the social and economical con~ 
dition of the people, and the subjeot of industrial development 
appoars to be receiving some real and sustained attention ; and 
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it is possible that the mext fow yonrs may see some progress in this 
direction, But, at present, tho bulk of the population is not only 
agricultural, but trade and commeroo is prinaipally in the hands of 
foreigners. Social and religious ooremonies continuo to be as 
numerous and indispensible as ever, and thero is no tendenoy 
obsarvable towards diminution of oxpenditare on them. Debts are 
contracted more for these purposes than for agrionltaral operations, 
Dut no reliablo statistios are available to differentiate hotweon those 
inourred for one or the other. ‘Tho railway, which was oonsidered 
to have opened up possibilities of improvements, has, with the 
gradually developing system of feeder xonds, become a means of 
easy transport, and is coming into greater favour with the trading 
classes, so that the produoe of the country is finding its way more 
quickly into larger markets. In fact, during the last six years, 
notwithstanding the strongly conservative instinots of the people, 
inoreasing activity in trado and a general aspect of increased 
prosperity have beon distinetly noticeable, and the whole Sub- 
‘Provinoo is slowly moving along tho path of progress, 
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OHAPTER IX, 
OCOUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE, 


Ocovra Basagonn is essentially an agricultural district, and tho great 





tare. 


majority of the people aro dependent on cultivation. At tho 
‘consus of 1901 it was found that no less than 79 per cont. of tho 
people were supported by agriculture, and 31 per oont, of those 
wore actual workers, including 8,00 ront-reooivers, 245,000 
rent-payers and 4,000 fiold labourers. It has, howover, to bo 
bore in mind that there aro very few who do not oultivato a little 
Iand when they have the moans or opportunity to obtain it, 
even though it may not be their principal means of support ; even 
the traders and artisans, except the very poorest, havo thoir own 
patch of land, which they bring under cultivation oitlar themsclvos 
or through hired Ixbourers. ‘The rent-reosivors or zamindérs aro 
mainly Hindus, often Bengalis who have settled in Oxissa, 
dolonging to tho Brahman, Kayasth, Karan and ‘Tambuli onstos ; 
‘but there aro afew Muhammadans among thom. ‘The non-oulti- 
‘vating land-owhers aro chiofly Brahmans, most of whom havo 
amall /akhiraj holdings, which they oultivate through their 
servants; the Balarkmgotri Brahmans, however, oultivate with 
their own hands. Tho tenant cultivators are drawn principally 
from the Khandaits, Rajus, Ohisas and Gauras, who aro profes 
sional hereditary cultivators, but practically all tho castes are . 
represented among thom. Landless labourers aro not confined to 
any particular castes, but range according to ciroumstanoes from 
‘the comparatively high casts Khandaits to the somi-barbarous 
aboriginal tribes bordering on the western hills, ‘Thoy aro oom- 
‘monest in the south, where the population is dense and the com- 
petition for land is keen ; in other parts it is not diffioult to 
obtain a small area for a produco rent in any sparsely inhabited 
traots where land is being brought undor cultivation, 


adaatie, Industrios support 9°6 por cent. of the population, and 69 por 


cont, of the members of this class aro actual workers, including 
12,000 fishermen and fish-dealers, 19,000 grain-parchers and ioo 
pounders, 9,000 cotton woavers and spinners, 8,000 basket and 
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mat makers, besides numerous goldsmiths, irotsmiths and pottors, 

‘The main fishing castes are the Kewats, Gokhis and ‘Tiyars who 

also make their own nots. ‘Tho Tentis wenve cotton, and the 

Kandris generally proparo ropes for sale in tho markets, but 
‘ spinning and rope making ate not confined to any partioular 
} castes, Most of tho tailors aro Muhammadans, and ihe prepara 
j tion of oil forms tho chiof oooupation of tho Tclis, Aboriginal 
tribes, such as tho Sant&ls and Bhumijesliving on the wostem 
border of tho district, supply tho grontor part of the firewood and 
charooal brought to morket. Baskots and loaf platos are made 
mostly by Dome, but also hy the Pins and Kandras, while msts 
are propared in tho northern part of the district hy Kandris. ‘The 
Taxhis parch grain; Sunris aro oooupied in tho preparation and 
salo of liquor ; Chamars draw toddy and make brooms; and shoo 
making and leather tanning form the ocoupation of Muchis. ‘The 
Kumbirs are the potter caste, Pathuriis work in stone, while 
builders generally come from the ranks of tho Muhammadans, 

‘Tho proportion of tho population supported by commeroe is Commerce, 
vory small, amounting to only 08 per cont.; butmany of tho 
artisans, though not actual shop-koopers, deal in the products of 
their workmanship gnd thus contribute considerably towards Local 
trade, ‘Tho Oriydhns, asa rule, faint iden of trade and little 
commercial ontorpriso, his horizon being bounded by usury, which 
requires u small oxpenditure of energy and grows fat, as it wore, 
by feeding on itsolf, ‘Tho chief morchants and traders ar 
forsigners, tho rico merchants being principally Muhammadens 
from Bombay, tho cloth merchants Marwiris ftom Jaipur and 
Mirwir, and the hide dealora Kabulis from Afghinistin. “Among 
tho local mercantile community the most important are ‘Témbulis, 
who aro general morchonts, Subarnabaniks, who are general 
smoney-lenders and pawn-brokers, Gandhabaniks and Aguris (Ugra 
‘Kshuttriyas), who exo chop-koopers, Kapuriis, who sell cloth, and 
Sunris, who are Liquor vendors. while confectioners or sweetment- 
sellers belong to tho Guxia caste. 

Altogether 1-1 por cent, of the population derive their liveli- Prot 
hood from professional pursuits, and of these 46 per cent, are"? 
actual workers, including 1,000 priests and 1,500 teachers. ‘The, 
great majority of tho peoplo shown undor this class consist, of 
Brahmans, ‘At one time the Brthmans confined themselves to the 
study of tho saséras, the worship of the gods, and to officiating at 
social and religious ceremonies, Butnow they have coased to look 
to priesthood as their only means of livelihood, and have takon to 
various other secondary puriuits to oke out their inoome as yricsts, 
‘Theyo axe high class Sasani Bréhmans, however, who yet adhere 
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to their priestly calling, ‘The seligious mondicants [aro suppliod 
by Vaishnavas among tho Hindus and Fakirs among the 
Mubammadans. ‘Tho higher class of officers in the Department of 
Education aro mosily recruited from Bengalis, oithor 2vooutly 
arrived or domiciled in Orissa. In formor deys, when communi+ 
cation with Bengal was not so oasy as it has now boon rendered 
dy the opening of the railway, many of the Bengalis, whom 
bnsinoss and religions zoal lod fo this part of the country, sottlod 
here, Phe doscondants of thos families are fur ahead of 
their Oxiys brothron in rospect of culture and oduontion, though 
tho latter are now beginning to follow in their train. ‘The 
ower grades of teachers, gurus, oto., are officered by Brahmans 
and Karans, and ooopsionally by Khandaits. ‘Thos remarks 
apply equally to literature ond law, and also fo 0 great 
extent to engineoring, surveying, eto, Potition-writers, copyists 
and public scribes, however, are not confined to those oastos, and 
in the lower grades of ongineoring a fair sprinkling of Muhamma- 
dans is found. Unlike Bengal, the villago physicians aro not 
confined to any particular castes, ‘Chere aro some Buidys éamilios 
who omigrated from Bengal and settled here, and who yot retain 
their ancient calling, but their number is limited. 
Sa ‘Among those engaged in other oooupations are 4,000 herdemen, 
snpitins. 7,000 beggars and 24,000 general Inbourers, Gauras and Péns 
reed and herd caitle ; shop and goats are hrod by Pans and 
Kandris ; ond tho pig dealers axe Gisurids, Among musicians 
the pipers belong to the caste called Mahuriés, while the drammors 
are mostly Pans and Kandvis, Boggars and labourers are not 
confined to any specific caste. ‘Tho asikarie or hunters of the 
fild consist of Pins, Savars, Kolés and Siyalgixs; and the butchers, 
fowl and egg doalors are all Muhammadans, Barbers belong 
exclusively to the caste called Bhandixi or Napit, and washermen 
to the Dhoh& caste,’ Cooks are mostly Bréhmans, and indoor 
servants are recruited from various oastes by whose touch water 
does mot become contaminated. ‘The coachmen axe mostly 
Muhammadans, but the grooms como almost exclusively from 
tho Pan caste ; while sweepers are drawn from the Mehtar castes, 
Maronic. . The importance formerly attaching to Balasore as an indus- 
ones, trial contre may be gauged hy tho fact that in the 17th century 
it contained the fnctories of no less than five Huzopean nations, 
the Portuguese, Dutch, Danes, French and English, ‘The chief 
settlement of the English was in Balasore town, bub they also 
had subordinate factories at Bhadrakh, Soro and Balardmgarhi, 
sound which weavers’ colonies gathered, ‘The fine cotton cloths 
and muslina® produced by their looms formed tho chief article of 
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‘commerce, and frequent mention is made in the early records of the 
English of the Balasore “‘sannoes” and ‘“ouseayes,” as these fabrics 
wore called. With the general dislocation of trado caused by the 
‘Maratha roids the industry appears to have Innguished, and it 
id not rovive whon tho par rilifinica wos introduced. In a 
report submitted by tho Haujdar of Balasore in 1761 wwe find rice, 
iron and atono plates refered {0 ne the principal exports, and 
cotton cloths are not mentioned ; whilo Stiling, waiting in 1822, 
hhas loft it on record that ‘the manufactures and trade of Orissa 
proper aro vory inconsiderable and unimportant. A sufliciency of 
‘tho conser doths is made for tho uso of tho inhabitonts in all parts 
of tho district. ‘Tho calicoes of Balasore, Soro, Bhadrokh, Jénjipur 
and Hariharpur were onoe prized and songht after under the name 
of Sannabs, but tho demand for tho finer fabrics of that description. 
having long sinoo declined, the quantity now manufactured is very 
trifling.” 

At this time, however, tho manufacture of salt was a 
vory important industry giving employment to lmge numbers. 
Soltpetro was in great demand for gunpowder, o demand which was 
inorensed by tho long French war; and Government: had accord 
ingly establishod a monopoly in tho salt manufaoture, We find 
that the Ricketts Canal was mado simply to afford a ready means 
of transport for the salt from the arangs or sult lands in the south 
fo tho port of Churiman; and further north the Hijilt and 
‘Tamlik Balt Agents had aoquized betwoon 1805 and 1810 shout 
16 square miles of land slong the Subamarckha to bo used as 
Jalpdi land, i.e, the jangle and grass wero out and used for bum- 
ing in the process of manufacime, ‘Tho finest ealt of all India, 
says Stiling, vas manufactured in tho wild inhospitable trot, 
along the sea-board and yielded annually to the East India Com- 
‘pany a net revenne falling little short of 18 lakhs of rupees. 
monopoly system was abolished in 1862-68, but salt making 
continued for many years later to be the staple manufacture of the 
district. In 1875-76 nearly 200,000 maunds were mannfactared, 
but the industay has bon ruined by the importation of imported. 
salt and has boon abandoned ; salt is, in fact, now the largest, 
import of the district, 

‘At the prosont day, the menufactures of the district are 
insignificant and the only industries are small hand industries. 
‘The reason for this economic backwardness is that the population. 
is almost entirely dependent on. agriculture, there are no mann- 
facturing towns, and exch villoge is a self-supporting industrial 
unit, ‘The people grow and husk their own rice, build their own, 
houses, and require very few articles of foreign manufacture, 
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Coarse cotton cloth, brass and bell-motal utensils and a few other 
articles manufactured locally, such as baskets, pottery, mats and. 
agricultural implements, mect most of their wants, and the arti- 
sana who make these articles form, and havo formed for coutaries 
past, 2 componont part of tho villago community, being paid 
Jargely in kind ond, in somo cases, ho'ding lands in remuneration 
for their sarvicos. A bricf acoount of the small industrios of the 
distriot is givon below. 

Cotton weaving is still carriod on throughout tho district by 
‘Pantis, who wWoavo conrso cotton cloths, which cost doublo as much 
as tho cloths of English manufacture, but last a yoar, whilo tho 
foroign cloths last only six months. ‘The only traoo of the muslin 
manufacture. for which Relasore was onco famous survives in 
Bhadrakh, in Kedéxpur in pergana Banchis, ond in Balasore 
town, where muslin of a suporior kind is woven. It is usod by 
native gentlemon for ceremonial puxposes, diotts of this doserip- 
tions costing Rs, 20 a pair. Almost all tho yam used is imported, 
‘but spinning is still carried on to small oxtout by mombors 
of the Tulabhind caste, who uso machines mado lovally for tho 
purpose, and by Brahman widows, for whom this is proverbially 
considered a suitable and respectable oooupation. ‘They uso a 
small hand instrament, and tho Brihmans’ saored throads aro 
all made in this manner. 

Silk weaving constitutes a small hand industry; itis not 
carried on on any oxtonsive soale, and the only kind of silk 
manufactured is tusser silk, ‘Tho industry, such as it is, “is 
‘carried on by somo 200 persons, by fur the greater number of 
whom live in the noxthom part of the district, in the villages 
of Patpur and Raibania; tho rost aro inhabitants of tho village 
of Purasenda in the Bhadrakh subdivision, In tho north the 
wWéavors are not confined to any particular caste, but are roal 
natives of the soil; anda Brahman is as much at liberty to 
engage in the manufacture of tussor silk as a Kapurit, a Raju, 
a Joliha, or a man of any other ensto, ‘This mannfaoturo is not, 
however, their sole oocupation. ‘Thoy follow their respective 
vocations, and cousider the industry as only s supplomontary 
means of augmenting thoir Iimiled income, In the Bhadrakh 
subjivision the weavers aro known’ as Bongali Tantis (woavers) 
and aro not original natives of tho soil, from whom, however, 
they axe at prosont hardly distinguishable; thoy migrated from 
Bengal ani cottled down in this district many years ago, but 
now speck the Ionguage of the country of their adoption, and 
lin¥é, moro or less, aoconimodated themselves {o the conditions of 
their envizois. They number only: about 60 men all told, but 
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silk mianufnoture is thefy sclo oceupation ; a sion is, in fact, 
excommunioated for ploughing land with his own hand. 

‘Among both theso classes of mon, the roaring of silk-worms 
or coooons doos not form any part of the indusizy. ‘They purchase 
cocoons from tho Santils and the Bhumijes of the Garhjate 
(Mayiirbhanj and Keonjhar) at tho xato of ebout 200 por rupoa, 
thon boil them in ot water, reo thom, and gradually draw 
all thread out of them, Afterwards they Imead the thrond 
with a pesto of boilod potatoos, dye thom, and wooo them 
with ordinary looms, ‘Tho articles thus manufactured, after 
mooting the demand of local consumers, mostly Hindus, who have 
to uso such cloths for various religious ceremonies, axe sont to the 
‘morchants of tho (owns of Balasore and Outtadk ond to Muhammad 
ungax-patnd within the Taloswar thins, It has been estimated. 
that oloths to the value of Rs, 0,000 aro sold by tho manu- 
faolurors of this district annually, ‘l'ho looal namo of tho oloth is 
kantia, 

‘As rogerds tho weaving industry as a wholo, it may bo said 
that the products of the local looms oannot, at any rato in, tho 
towns and Inrgor villages, compoto with the machine-made 
arliolos of English manufacture, though somo aro. prized. fox 
their fino toxture, and hand-woven cotton. cloths still hold their 
own in rural tracts owing to their durability, Tho industry is 
(horefore not thriving, and tho wouvers ard taking up other 
monns of oarning their livelihood in increasing numbers, 

‘Pho other industries are of little importance. Mats af three other 





Inds are mado. Tho reed mats called /ensa are prepared by intvati ‘es, 


“all claasos for home uso, tho Pins making a large number, 
which they soll in tho markols at one or two annas each. 
‘Whey re thiok, amd the poorer classes uso them to oovdr 
thom af night during tho cold wonther. ‘The date-lest mate 
called pétiya aro mado by the gipsy castes, Kelas and Abirgaurs, 
and aro sold for an anna @ pico in the markets, Ohalai or 
matting of a coarse description is also made by the Rajus, Chisas 
and other cultivators in Kemardachour end Kakhricheur for 
oval use. Rope is mado of juto and flax by tho cultivators in 
most parts of the district to supply their own wants, and string 
of ooeo-nué fibre and jungle grass by low oaste women for silo, 
Palm-loaf umbrellas, hoods and, hats are universally made hy 
Chairs ond used by oultivators in the fields, ‘he Isbourers 
prefer the hood in summer and tho lst during tho rains, Nots 
‘ro made by fishermen for their own use, bata small oast-net: 
manufactured in the north of tho, district is sont to tho, markots 
and to Balasore for sele, Baskots of reads and bemboo ure 
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mado by th low castes, some of a very largo size being used 
for storing paddy end others of a small sizo for onmying 
purposes, Earthenware, consisting of jugs, pots, oups and other 
artioles, is manufactured in all parts of tho distsiot by Kumhars 
and brought to markot for sale. Gunny-bags wore formerly mado 
in largo numbers nonx Chandbil, but thoy have beer now dis- 
placed by the Caloutia article, which morohants find it chonpor to 
import, Bags onlled aiid, which axe usod for oarying rico, paddy 
or salt, aro mado of flex or juto,and aro also used for prok-snddlos, 
Brassware and boll-motal utensils of all dosoriptions, including 
hoavy brass ornaments for women, aro made by’ tho local 
braziers, chiofly at Balasore, Erda in pargana Sonaut and Remuna, 
‘Tho Remund bell-metal waro is aoquiring some looal reputation, 
and considerable quantities are exported. Ornaments of brass and 
Dell-metal aro worn by the poor and low cisto women, but the 
minnfaoture is doolining owing to tho import and salo of Gorman 
tilvor ornaments at a choapor price. 

‘Tharo aro no minos in tho district, but laterite, sondstono, 
gravel, oto., aro quarried for building end sond-metalling. ‘Tho 
rock most generally omployed for building purposes in tho 
istriot is laterite, ‘This is lnrgoly used in tho construction of 
‘tho walls of housos and also for buildings of greater protonsions. 
ow rooks prosont grontor advantages from its poculins olnzadter ; 
it is easy to out and shapo whon first dug, and it booomes hard 
and tough after exposure to tho ait, whilo it seems to bo very 
little affootod by tho woathor. Indood, in many of tho soulptured 
stones of somo of tho oldest buildings in Oxiss, tho chisel marks 
‘aro og frosh and sharp as when they wore first built. It is,” 
perhaps, not so strong, nor so oapable of resisting groat proesure 
or bearing great weights, as somo of the sandstones or the more 
compact kinds of gneies, but it oortainly possosios amply sufficient 
strongth for all ordinary purposos. It is largely used at tho 
present timo, but has also been employed from the earliest period 
from which the temples and buildings of the country date, and 
tho elaborato specimens of carving end ornament, which some of 
these oontain, show that tho nodular structure and irregular 
surface of the laterite doos not prevent its effective use for pur 
poses of ordinary omamontation. It is quarried in a rude but 
effective way; a groovo is out with a radely pointed pick round the 
alab which is to bo oxtractod; anothor is made undemeath, and 
then @ fow wodges aro driven in to split off the blook. Slabs 
from 4.to 5 foot long aro onsily proourable in this way; while 
the’ moro loose and gravelly forms of laterite axe used for road 
motel; for which they are admirably adapted, 
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Chlorite, known locally as muguni, which is found in tho 
Nigiri hills and in Ailés Talmunda and Mangalpur, has a oon- 
siderable local sale and is also exported to Caloutta, ‘Tho rook 
yields a compact ama very tough material, though fairly 
‘oasy to work, and is admirably suited for ‘fine ooxvings. 
Blooks of almost ony sizo can bo obtained, the only impediment 
boing tho diffiulty of transport from the high hills on which it 
is generally found. Tho most gonoral uso of this rock at prosont, 
however, is for tho manufacture of plates, bowls, basins, eto., which 
are in common use all over {tho country. ‘The tools employed 
in the manufacture of these aro of the rudest kind; a short 
round bar of iron pointed nt one ond and a woolen mallet 
suffice to procure from the rook a piece of size sufficient for a 
plato or bowl. ‘his is rudely out into the intonded form by tho 
quarryman on the spot, and the half-finished materials aro brought 
down from the quarries jor holes on the hill-side and finished by 
Aifforent workmen in tho villages below. ‘This is done partly 
by hand with finer tools, partly on a simplolathe, ‘The finished 
plates, oto., aro then transported to the markets by the merchants 
‘who doal in thoso artialos, 

Tn tho oatly days of the Wnglish sctilemont, in what Sir tans, 
William ‘Hunter alls “tho om of armed industry,” the trade 
cof Balasoro was practically limited to tho small arow held by the 
fnotovios, “ Hivory your,” ho writes, our factors mado  thoir trade 
dyanoos in good Hnglish silver, and got together an ¢ investment? yador, the 
in country goods. High profits covered the lowes which tho : 
marauding soldier now and then inflicted on us, when thoy 
bumed a weaving village which hnd got an advance from the fao- 
tory, or spoarod a few hundred artisans working ab our expenso. 
Indood, tho universal misory of the Provinoo rather strengthened 
‘our hands, ‘Tho only safe place for quiot people was the English 
factory, Tndustry and commeroo gathered themselves together 
around it, and manufsoturing hamlets nestled within tho shadow 
of its walls.” ‘Those interruptions to tho ponooful progress of 
English trade booame, however, very sorious when the Marithas 
‘burst down upon Orissa, In 1748 the Marithi horse attacked 
the factory at Balarimgarhi ; in 1750 the Resident at Balasore 
reported. that oving to the Maratha raids he could not purchase 
any ready-money goods, as the woavers or greatar part of them 
hhave boon obliged to abscond;” and agein in 1758 he wrote 
asking for 1,500 or 2,000. maunds of rice as the weavers of Bala- 
sore woro complaining of the great scarcity of rice and provisions 
of all kinds oponsioned by tho devastations of tho Maréthas who 
had plundered Balasore ; “several weavers,” he added, “have 
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brought their looms into the factory, and the few who remain 
dedare that they shell be obliged fo quit the place.” Outside the 
factories the trado of the country was parslyzed by the oppros- 
tions of the local officials. Towever cheap might be tho inland 
market, tho tolls and custom houses on the roads and rivers made 
the goods too dear for exportation; and anything like intemal 
trade was rondared impossible by the incessant black-mail which 
was levied. Besides the royal officors who imposod a tax at 
covery fow miles, cach petty proprictor through whose estate the 
route Jay Iined the road with rapacious myrmidons ; ad in the 
short journey of 103 miles from Balasore to Cutiack the tolls 
amounted to noarly a third of the total value of the goods. 

‘When the Britieh finally conquered Orissa, the only trdo 
worthy of the namo was an export trade, chiofly in rico and salt. 
Considerable quantitios of those articles woro still exported from 
the ports, which were chiofly froquonted by threo kinds of 
craft, viz, Maldivo vessols, which brought oowries, coco-nuts, 
coral and riod fish, ond took back rico and earthen pots ; the 
sloops which oarricd the Government salt to Caloatta ; and sloops, 
Duilt at Contel and Lijils, which only oame in the oold season 
and carried rico to Caloutia. ‘Tho Raja of Kaniks oariod on 
a considerable trade in rico on his own nooount, and largo 
numbers of swine and cattle found their way by land to the 
Coloutta market. Tho expat trade, however, gradually 
Awindled down to a fmotion of its formor importance, and in 
1818 tho Collostor roportod that the only articles exported ware 
rico and o little salt (about three lakhs worth) and that trado 
was hardly known evon by namo. ‘The intornel trade was equally 
limited and. was confined to the supply of rice and other 
articles of every-day uso: or consumption to the towns, and tho 
mutual exchange of surplus produce and articles of home manu- 
facture st the Aa/s or markets in the interior. 

During the carly days of British administration, however, 
Balasore was in a far bottor position than the adjoining district of 
Cuttack, which was in constant want of supplics and frequently 
on the verge of famine. ‘Tine after time urgent calls wore made 
on Balasore for rice, and pilgrims had to bo warmed of the soar- 
city in Cuttack and dirooted to supply themselves with provisions 
dofore entering it, ‘hore was, howover, uo scasvity 20 miles 
north of the Mahénadi ; at Balasore rico sold at 65 seers for the 
peo; there was cnough in store for three yours’ oomsump= 
tion; ond thero wore immono stocks at Dhamra and Churaman 
intended for oxport to Madras.’ Fore long time, liowever, the 
prodneo.of the country had but little access to the inland markets 
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utside the district, and even in the district thore was vory little 
trade betwoon markets remote from each other. ‘Tho Jagannath 
road and the road to the Madras Prosidenoy were tho prinoipal 
trndo routes and pilgrim routes, but oxoopt for tos, there were 
‘ory fow roads, and thoso so oalled wore little botter than primitive 
footpaths. Under these conditions, trade was natwally confined 
within the narrow limits imposod by tho small oamying capacity 
of tho conntxy carts and pack-bullocks. ‘The famino of 1866 and 
tho inyuirios that followod taught tho authorities the imperative 
nnoootsily of bringing the trado of tho oountxy in olose touch with 
othor parts. ‘Tho vigorous mousuros that have sinoe boon adopted 
in opening up roads and canals havo boom of tho groatest 
Denolit to the coumtsy, ‘ho development of the ports at Chand~ 
Dali, also Point and Balasore, and tho improved facilitios of 
canal communication with the frst two ports, havo oronted 
markot for produce, and havo brought into existence foreign 
ado, with its agonofes and sub-agonoios, through tho influonoo of 
which prices in tho interior now riso and fall in closo sympathy 
with the foroign markets, 

Tho chiof imports exo salt, sugax, Kuxopoon piow-goods, taporta 
woasing. apparel cotton yom, Indwaro, and Indian ywodudls, a 
such ns gurny-bnga, ooo-ant cil, apices, git, drugs and raw 
cotton, ‘Tho Iargost imports xo salt, which is brought in 
largo quantitios from Madsas, and Enropem picoo-goods ; and 
tho principal oxpoxt is soo, which in fayourablo soasons is 
Aospntchod in cuormous quantities, by sea, canal and railway. 
Other exports aro hides, juto, il-soods, timbor and stoneware. 
A considerable quantity of tho grain exported comes from the 
Gaxbjits, and sovoral traders. from Balasore visit Nilgisi and 

_ Mayixbhanj and purchaso the crops upon the fields. Att Chandbali 
also it is a conmon practico for tho oxporters to sond out agonts 
among tho villages, who purchaso tho orops boforo thoy are 
roapod ky making advances to the cultivators. Rioo is shippod 
oversea to Coylon and Mautitius, and sugar is obtained from the 
lottor island hy merchants who koop up ® connootion with Muham- 
madan traders controlling tho sugar industay thoro; but with these 
exceptions, (xado, both import and export, is carried on chiofly 
with Oaloutta and Madras. ‘The grontor part of tho soa-bomo 
trado consists of imporls, and its total valuo foll from 67 lakhs 
in 1000-01 fo 584 Inkhs in 1904-05, tho value of imports 
declining from Rs. 42,70,000 to Rs. 27,67,000. On the other 
hand, the valuo of tho exports xoso from. 24} lakhs to 253 
Inkhs in tho. same period, in consequence of the. argo: export 
of rico to. foruign ports, ‘Pho your 190506, witnessed ‘an: 
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expansion of the son-borne trade both as regards imports and 
exports, tho valuo of the latter being 38) lakhs and of the 
former 28} lakhs, the total inoronso amounting to 82 lakhs; 
but it is roported thnt there is little hope of the import trade 
beitg ablo to withstond the competition of tho railway, which 
is soouring moro and moro of tho trafic. 

‘The trade of tho distaiot used to bo carried on by moans of 
native coasters plying to and from Calcutta and Madras by sea, 
‘ut when the Coast Canal afforded greater fncilities for trade, a 
great doa of the traifio was transferred to country bonts using the 
canal ; this cironmstance, as well as tho silting up of the mouths of 
several rivers, led to the minor ports of Subarnarekhd, Churdman, 
Saratha, Loichanpur and Chhanuya being closed in 1888, ‘The 
railway, however, has now established direot communication with 
Caloutta and Madras ; it has supplanted tho canal as the chief 

of commerce ; and the main trade is that which is carried 
out of the distriot and brought into it by this route, At tho same 
time, a busy trade is still carried on by son from the port of 
Chindbili, which is used hy stonmers and sailing vessels plying 
to‘and from the ports along the coast of Burma, Bengal, Madras 
and Bombay, 08 well as Ceylon, the Lacoadive and Maldive 
Islands and Mauritius, 

Besides Balasore and Chindbali, which are tho chief oontres 
of the sea-borne trade, there are minor ports et Méndhata and 
Batanga on tho Coast Canal, Baliapal on tho Matai and Barabatia 
cn the Guchida river. A small export trade is aleo omvied on at 
‘Talpada, Inchuri and a few other villages along the Coast Canal, 
at Chuvakhai on a tidal orsek connecting with tho Panchpara, 
and at Pénchrukhi on a tidal creck connecting with the Subarna~ 
rekb& noar Jémkunda. ‘The most important entropéts for 
inland trade in the north of the district are Balasore, Bingla, 
Doula and Shahaji near Balasore ; and in tho south Bhadrakh, 
Chindbali, Thamjhiri and Turigaria. It is likely, however, that 
in. the course of the next fow years now markets will spring up 
in proximity to tho railway stations, and that some now existing 
in less convenient situations will dealine. 

At present, the greater part of the local trade is oumied 
on at tho various /aés or markots scattored throughout the 
interior. ‘Those markets, thotigh generally not of ‘any 
great size, aro convenienily situated for the supply of local 
wants and as contres at which grain is collected for, export. 
‘Who commodities ordinarily exhibited for snle include cottona 
of Jooal and English manufacture, brass and bell-metal utensils 
and ormaments, Kerosene cil, provisions of all sorts, such as 
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paddy, rico, salt, spices, molasses, dried fish, vegetables, fruit, 
fresh ‘fish, oastor and mustard oil, gram, confectionory, fried. 
ive, milk, pan for chewing, carthenware pottery, blacksmiths- 
‘ware, mata, brooms, fuel, cheap finery, hair oil, mirrors, combs, 
soap, needles, pins, tobacco, sorap io, oution. thread, string, 
rope, and small utensils and lamps mado of tin, At markets 
of o larger sizo there is often a trade in special articles, 
including cattle, timber, charooal, yarn, tamarind, resin, drugs, 
‘medicines, ght, and Oriy& books and tracts sold by missionaries; 
while Kabuli  pedlaxs sell warm cloths of vaxious descriptions 
in the cold weather. ‘Tho regular shop-koopers do a Inerative 
trade and make a profit of from 60 to 100 por cent, 

From noon till 9 o'dook at night tho Oriya market presents 
a busy scene. ‘The traders sot out their wares each in his 
appointed place, ‘The drummer and fiute-blower make musio at 
every shop in tum and reovive a fow pics or some of tho small 
articles exposed for sale. ‘The sweeper collects a similar contzib- 
ution, ‘The village postman attends to deliver letters, and the 
zamindérs’ peons to press tho ryote for their rents. People, 
‘women predominating, look in with xico or fish for sale and to 
make purchases for their families. ‘Tho dandidér o: weigher 
appointed to supervise the market goos round to xeosive his 
commissions on the sales or to give his opinion on the rates to 
prevail for the day. ‘The gundsita of tho zamindax ox the ijaradar 
who has taken a loaso of the market, collects his fees (¢o/A) 
in kind or cash or sometimes a stipulated annnal rent from 
every shop. ‘Tha money-changer exhibits piles of small coins 
and cowries, and a shop-keeper may he seen bartering his goods 
in exchange for articles of domestic use, ‘The average attend 
ance at the lager markets is probably 700 to 800, and people 
‘come to them from a distanos of 10 or 12 miles. 
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OHAPTER X. 


MNANS OF COMMUNICATION. 


pavaior- Wrrnn the British conquered Orissn in 1803, it was prnotioally 
xa oF japlated from tho rost of India, and there was but lito internal 
Gxtioxs. communication. In spite of the long son-fa0o, few vossols vontnrod 
to pnt in at the snrf-boxton const, and no monsures woro taken to 
survey the harbonrs or asoortain tho capabilities of its estuarics, 
‘Myalfo along the rivers, thon as now, was vendored difficult hy tho 
‘enormous volume of water brought down in tho rains and by 
tho fact that in the dry soason they dwindle in thofy upper 
reaches to small streams running through broad sandy beds. In 
addition, however, to the natural difftoulties of tho xiver route, 
the vexations imposts and transit-duos of tho Marathi, ns woll as 
the blackmail which thoy levied, mado it impossible for tho 
oatmen to ply thelr trado with ony profit, and theso natural 
channels wero little used, ‘Throughout tho district there was not 
road, in the modern sono of the word, in oxistonoo. What 
‘wore then called ronds woro more fair-wonthor oaxt tracks without 
bridges; and tho pilgrims to Pui, who aro now quickly transported 
there hy tho railway, wero forced to follow the dangerous route 
duough Nilgixi and Mayixbhenj, which in many places passed 
thiough denso jungles infested by tigors and othor wild animals. 
‘Phe first stop taken to remedy this stato of affairs was the 
construction of the great Orissa ‘Trunk Rond, which was sanc- 
tioned in 1811 and completed in 1825. It wos not motalled, 
howover, and was not properly Inidged. According to an account 
written in 1841, “the bridges, with tho exooption of two or three 
arge pucka ones, are exceedingly rude and insooure, consisting of 
afow posta with planks laid across, or large rings mado of baked 
clay, over which carth is thrown and turfed; they aro oonstantly 
giving way from tho timbor rotting or the rings Ineaking. At 
Ghooraman thero wore threo small iron chain bridges erected by 
‘Mr. Ricketts, but two of them have gone to decay, and the third 
iain a dilapidated state. With tho exooption of this rond, there are 
none deserving tho namo, for they aro all merely paths trade 
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otiveen the town and villages is onxtiod on with bullocks, banghy 
and ooolies ; haokories, for the want of rons, aro seldom, if ever, 
used.” ‘Twelve yours Intor Mi. Rickotts dryly romarkod that 
“there is no travelling on this road for pleasure, and for cight 
-months of the yonr itis in such n stato that no morchants.attompt 
to move goods by it.” 


‘The terrible defloiency of oommunioations which still oxistod State of, 


as lato os 1866 was made apparent in the grent Orisen famine when iano, 
it was suid that * the pooplo were shut in otweon pathloss jungles 
and impracticable soas, and wore like passengers ina ship ‘without 
provisions.” ‘Tho stato of affairs at that timo was graphically 
Aesoribed by tho Famine Commissimors of 1807 ns follows :— 
“Dho whole provinoo is goograjhically isolated to mn oxcossivo 
ogres. ‘Yo tho north and north-wost tho hill teaots mexgo into 
‘countries more hilly, wild and inaooessible, by which they aro 
soparated offeotnally from Central and Northorm India. On tho 
other side, tho nature of tho coast and tho son is such ag offeotually 
to stop all native traffic for tho major part of tho yorr.” With ono 
‘oxooption—Falso Point—thore is no protootod anchorage of any 
kind, and that excoption may bo anid to bo in. some senso almort 
‘recent discovery. Such being tho diffioultios on either sido of 
tho longth of Orissa, the only ondlinory moo of communication: 
with the outside world is by tho route traversing itslongth, ‘That, 
howovas, is 60 muoh interaooted by tho stroams alrondy mexitioned, 
‘and has been hithorto so little rendered practicable by art, that it 
is comparatively little used by wheeled carriages; pack-bullooks 
still prodominato at all times; in tho rainy senson wheoled trafflo 
in quite impractioablo; and when the rains aro honvy, even pack 
bullocks omnot be used. At this day the European officer who 
cannot obtain a spocial stoamer must find his way into Orissa 
slowly and tediously, as ancient officers may have travelled in the, 
days of Asoka, and tho very post takes sovoral days botwoen 
Caloutta and Cuttack.” 

‘Tho famino of 1860 dirootod attention to the stato of all tho 
Orissa districts, and moasures wero taken to provent tho reourrenco 
of a similar disustor, roads boing opened np, tho const surveyed, 
and canals constructed. ‘The communication with tho outside 
‘world-which was thus established effootually broke in upon the 
isolation of Orista, and moro xeoontly the Bengal-Nagpwr Hallway 
hhns oxtondod its system through tho district. It is now amply. 
provided with: means of communication by the railway and an, 
extonsive system of ronds and canals, but the most pressing. want, 
is tho improvement of oxisting roads so as to make them passable 
all the, yoar round, ‘This, however, is a vay difficult and 
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exponsive task in a delta like Orissa, intorseoted hy a nobwork of 
rivers, many of which oannot be bridged exoept at a prohibitive 
cost, and which periodically overtlow their banks and inundate the 
surrounding oountry, 

‘At the oommencoment of the 19th oontury Balasore was the 
only port of which Orissa could boust, and it was froquented 
chiefly by vols fom Madsas, which put in for cargoes of zoe, 

‘and by tho Lncondive and Maldive islanders, trom whom tho 
cowries then used extonsively for ourrency wore obtained. The 
development of trade and the opening up of tho country after the 
great famino of 1866 lod to tho ostablishment of several other 
porte; and 80 years ago there wore said fo be soven principal 
ports —Subamnarekhd, SAxathd, Chhamuy& (Chhaunt), Balasoro, 
Taiohanpur, Churiman ond Dhime, Owing to tho silting of 
the river mouths, to the construction of the Coast Canal, which 
facilitated tho silting while it provided a now waterway, and to 
tho sbandonment of salt manufacture, somo of theso ports havo 
ceased to exist, whilo the position of othors has boon changed. 
‘Thus Subarnarckht is now roprosonted by Batanga and Mindhita 
fon the Coast Canal and by Birabitin on tho Guohida xivar; 
Pinchpira has taken the pleoo of Siratha ; Ohhinuyt, Laichanpar, 
‘amd Ohuriman have osased to exist; a new port has formed at 
Balifptl on the Matéi river; and Ohindbali has absorbed tho 
trado of tho old port of Dhkmra, sitantod 15 miles lower down tho 
river at the confluence of tho Matai. 

‘Ohindbali and Balasore aro tho only ports of any impoxtanoo. 
In 1905-06, 163 vessels with a tonnage of 365,500 tons entered 
and 165 vessols with a tonnage of 86,600 tons cleared these 
ports, the value of the imports.and exports being 28) lakhs and 
834 lakhs respectively. ‘The ports which trado with Ohindbili 
fand Balasore aro Caloutta, the coast ports from Bombay on 
tho wort to Arakan on tho cast, and foreign ports, such as tho 
Maldivo islands, Ceylon, and oocasionally Manritius. Noasly all 
‘of this trade, however, is fooused at Ohindbili, which is the chief 
port of Orissn ; and Balasore is daslining owing to tho advent of 
the xailway, which now practically monopolies all the export 
trade, 

Passonger trafllois entirely confined to Ohindhili, which is 
served by stoamers of tho India General Navigation and Railway 
Company and of the Rivers Steam Navigation Company, ‘Those 
stoamor sorvices ply thrioa a, wook between Chandbali and. Oaloutta, 
and in 1905-06 brought 41,600 passengors, while 40,800 porsons 
took their passages to Caloutta, ‘Their number is gradually 
dooreasing, as passengers. prefer the railway journey to a s9- 
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voyage, especially during tho ‘south-west monsoon. ‘There ‘is a: 
Hight at Chandipur and another on Shorts Island at tho month 
of tho. Dhimra, 

Notwithstonding the numerous rivers which intersect tho riven. 
Aisiziot, thore is no groat inland river trafflo in Balasore. ‘Tho, 
reason for this, apparently, is that during the rains they: become 
Aangerons for navigation owing’ to tho high floods they bring 
down; and duting tho rest of the yonr thoir ourent is sluggish 
and tho volume of water small. ‘The largor xivers have sufiotont 
‘water to enablo boats to ply along the lower reaches, and thero is; 
a fair amount of traffic in tidal waters; but the other rivers are,, 
on the whole, too shallow or too uncertain to bo very largely used, 
fand they do not possess any groat valuo as trade, routos, On this 
nooount, tho use of boats is restricted, and the .people 
havo long. bean aooustomed to enmry on’ internal traflo hy 
moans of pack-bullocks and carts. 

‘Tho rivers most used for purposes of navigation aro tho 
Dhimra ond tho Baitarani, which connect Ohindbili with tho 
son, but along the Baitarant trafic is mainly confined to tho lowor 
tidal ronchos; in tho hot woathor the upper ronchos aro vory 
shallow, and tho small depth of water allows only small boate 
to ply slong thom. Further north, tho Matti, a river which 
connects with the Const Canal at Charbatia and thonoo flows 
into tho Dhimra at its junotion with tho Baitarant, is a good 
navigable haanel efrdng communication, owes. the Coa 
Canal and Ohindbili, and also with Outtock, It is 
river as far as Rukaideipnr, 8 miles cast,of Bhadralch, up ir 
which point it is navigated hy numerous ooantry boats onrrying 
goods to and from Ohindbili. Noithor tho Slandt, howevor, nor 
tho Rebo and Kapalt eary any volume of water in the hot weather 
above the villago of Kinpura half way botwoon Bhndrakh and 
Chindbali; up to that place thoy axe tidal, and country ‘oats ply 
to and from Chindbili at all seasons of tho your, while there is 
also a considerable amount of traffic with Bhadrakh, which lies on 
the Silandi, ‘Tho Burabalang again is tidal and navigable, ordin« 
avily up to the town of Balasord ‘and. a little farther during the 
tho rains; while the Panchp&a is tidal and navigablo throughout 
tho year as far as Ohurikhti, 6 miles abovo Sulpatta, ‘The Saratha, 
ig tidal asfar as the Coast Chanel; and tho Subamavekha, tho most 
northerly of the Balasore rivers, is navigable for county boats up 
to the ferry of Kalikipur, 15 miles from its mouth. 

‘Tho oanal gonnedting tho old portof Ohuraman with the Matai ogra, 
river has fallon into disrepair, but both the Coast Canal and ELigh 
Level Canal are navigable. ‘Phe Const Canal, which connoots the 
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‘Hooghly at Goonkhali with the Matai at Oharbatia, has a range 
of 71 miles, ond tho High Lovel Onnel, which runs es far a 
Bhedrakh, length of 19 milos within tho district. ‘Two 
companies used to maintain a stoamar service along the Coast 
Canal betwoon Balasore and Chindbali; and thoro was a 
iswookly steamer transport sexvice under tho control of the Publio 
“Works Department along the High Level Canal betwoon Bhadralkh 
and Outtack, but with the opening of the railway, passengers 
cotsed to use the former route, and the merchants abandoned the 
latter moms of transport, ‘Thoso stonmer services have oonso 
quently been disoontinued, Trafflo along the oanels is now oon- 
fined to country boats, and their number has decreased owing to 
tho compotition of tho railway. 

‘Pho Bengol-Nagpur Railway runs through tho district from 
north to south and connosts it with Onloutta and Madras and with 
tho Contral Provinoos vid Sini, Its length within tho distrit is 


- 88 miles, and it has 10 stations, viz,; Jollasore (Jaloswar), Mayiir- 
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phanj Road, Basta, Rupsi Junotion, Balasore, Khantkpira, Soro, 
‘Markoni, Bhadrakh and Kendutpadi, Thro passongor trains 
run daily up and down slong this lino, which is the main line 
Botwoon Calouttn ‘and Madras, ‘Tho work of construction was 
commenced in 1895-90, and was comploted in 1809 os far as 
Balasore is concerned, tho lino being opened for goods and 
gor traffic. in Ootober 1899, ‘Tho only other railway in tho 
district is the Mayfrbhanj Stato Light Railway, a light 2’ 6” 
gaugo railway connecting Baripada, tho prinoipal town of the 
Tributary State of Mayirbhanj, with Rupsi Junotion, ‘This 
Tine, which was opened ab tho ond of 1904, was construoted 
entirely by the Chief of Mayirbhanj, but is at prosont being 
worked for him by tho Bongal-Nagpur Railway. Its total length 
is 88 miles, and one passenger train passes each way daily ; its 
chiof uso is to bring down timber from tho foreste of Mayiirbhanj, 
‘Tho principal road is tho Orissa ‘Trunk Rond, which runs for a 
length of 96 miles from end to ond of the district and affords 
ommunication with Midnapore and Caloutta on the north and 
‘with Outtack, Puri and Ganjim om the south. It was built by 
Captain Sackville between 1812 and 1820, the portion between 
Cuttack and Bhadrakh being completed in 1819, and from the 
latter place to beyond Balasore in the following yoar, Tho 
metalling of the road was not completed, however, for 40 years, 
and the soling also appears to have beon insufficient, 
‘The only route to Purl from Norther India, this road 
xhibited a constant stream of passenger traffic till 40 yours ago,* 
For the scoommodation of these pilgrims, there were sarais at 
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Rajghdt, Basta, Balasore, Bhadrakh and Akshuipadé, built in 
1827 at the expense of a wealthy Bengali Hindu, who also 
provided funds for the construction of many of the btidges, which 
to this day bear insoriptions recording his name end munié 
cence, Té is ourions that these are almost the only works of 
Public benefit, the outoome of private charity, to be found in 
this ‘district, ‘and it is significant that they are due to the 
generosity of a foreigner. ‘Tho construction of theso earais and 
bridges must have done muoh to alleviate the distress and misery 
of the wrotched pilgrims, returning from Jagannath enfectled by 
long months of travel, weakened by the rancid maldprasad of 
the holy ity, and oxposed to all tho evils of the rainy season, 
swollen and impastable rivers, cholers and starvation. ‘The saraia 
have long sinos been abandoned, and all have disappeared ; 
‘at Basta only there is still to be seen a row of dilapidated build- 
ings surrounding a square courtyard overgrown with jungle, 
‘There also existed - originally along the side of the road a 
number of fine brick oolverts lending over the roadside 
nullabs to the neighbouring villages. ‘These too have all beeo 
allowed to fall into decay, and scarcely any are now standing. 
‘With tho inauguration of steamer services between Caloatta 
and attack in the sixties, the Trunk Rosd lost its importance 
as a pilgrim route, and of late years guly 8 small number have 
travelled by it. Now that the railway is opetf, scarcely ony 
pilgrims are to be seen, except an occasional falir measuring 
Tiicagit cing Getad coos ha Edloums loam satioeie 
‘Tho obief traffic of the road lies between Soro and Balasore, 
‘Tho former place is the central market of tho Binchis Ogar 


pargana ; here paddy is collected for transmission by cart to 


Balasore, and hither come imports in the shape of oil and salt 
for distribution at the bazar and in the neighbouring markets, 
Pack-bullocks and ocoasional carts on their way to Balgsare from 
Ambahaté and the neighbourhood. join the “road a mile south 
of Soro. Upon the road as a whole, however, the local traffio 
is inoonsiderable, Each branch road and country track supplice 
small quota of carts, or more usually of pack-bullocks on their 
way to Balasore or Bhadrakh; aud in the north of the district 
many Santali carts arti cookies may be seen, coming from tho 
‘Tributary States to Balosore with loads of timber, faggots, paddy, 
charcoal and other goods, such as horns, honey, fowls and hides, 
and returning with oil, salt and cloths. But the main volume 
‘of trafic is to or from places at a distance, ‘Thus largo herds 
“of cattle start from Bhadrakh on their way to the Calcutta 
tarket, and long trains of carts pass with hides consigned 
: a) 


Diatriet 
roads, 


148 TALASORE, 


to:tho samo dostination, as well as to Midnapore, from whole 
they bring back mats manufactured in that neighbourhood to 
Bhadrakh and Cuttack, 

‘The Trunk Rona {s in chaxgo of tho Publio Works Depart 
ment, swhioh is responsible for the maintonanco of 103 milos of 
radialled road; while tho Disixict Board maintains 98 roads with 
1 total Longth of 807 miles, With tho oxooption of 40 miles, 
thovo roads are unniotalled, but in proportion to aroa Balasore has 
tho largest percentage of motallod ronds of any of tho Orissa 
districts, 

"Many of tho distriot roads are fair-woathor ronds fmpassable for 
coat trafio during the rains, and in the north they are subjeot to 

from tho floods of the Subumarokha. ‘Tho Kamarda- 
Biliapal, Baliapal-Basta, Kemarda-Jolonwar and Singla-Nangal- 
‘oswar roads aro tho most important in this part of tho distriot, 
sindo they oonoot the looal markots with tho ‘Trunk Rond and 
tho railway, but thoy aro chiefly usod by pack-bullocks, South 
cf those the principal ronds aro tho Pinohpira-Haldipada road 
and tho road from Balasoro to Mitrapur in Nilgixi, which passon 
through tho importhint bazar of Romana, ‘Turthor south, thero is 
fa short branch road lending to Nilgixi, and at thoLGth milo of 
‘tho Trunk Road below Balasore the road to Talpada on tho Coast 
Canal. branches of 

‘At Soro four roads convergo, ono from Gopinithpur on tho 
orders of Nilgiri, another from Anantapur on tho oust, « third 
strotohing to tho south-wost and passing through Ambahata to 
Bhadrakh, and tho fourth sunning through Soro bazar and joining 
tho Trunk Rod 5 miles lower down at Jamjhari market, At 
this plaoo a road. branches off to Basudobpur on the Const Canal, 





whore it moots the old Salt Road from Balasore, which is now - 


extended as far as “Bhadrakh, It was by means of this road that 
Balasoro nged to.derivo its smpply of tho salt manufactured in tho 
arauge of tho south-onst. At a point midway between Jémjhixi 
and Bhadrakh a road runs westwards to Kupéri market in 
Ambohati ; and ot Bhadrakh the roads from Basudobpur and 
Ambahaté converge, as well as two roads from Keonjhar on the 
‘west and Chindbali on the east. A. fow miles south runs the road 
toDhamnagar, and near the point whoro tho ‘Trunk Road orosses 
the canal a rond has reooutly boon construoted to Jajpur. 

Perhaps the’ most important trade routo is that between 
Bhadrakh and Chindbali. ‘Tho surplus produce of the south-oast 
of tho district finds its way to Bhadvakh, and from (his place 
most'of it is sont for oxport to Ohindbili, cither oid Ruknadoipar * 
‘pn-the Bisudobpnr road, whenoo it is carried in boats down the 
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Matai and up tho Dhimra, or oid Kanpura on tho Chindbili - 
road, whonoo it travels by tho Silandi. ‘Traffo is, thorofore, yory 
heavy slong theso portions of the Bisudebpur ‘and Ohindbili 
rouds—on the former as far as RuknAdoipur and on the lattor as 
far as Thirihat—but being unmotalled thoy aro extremely diffioult 
for cart traffio after heavy rain, ‘Tho produce of tho south-onst 
‘go0s diroot to Ohindbali along the country ronds and tidal crock, 
and tho next colleting contr is Soro, whonao the produoo is ousiod 
to Balasore, In tho north. of tho distriot thero is no main osntro; 
but produoe gathors at tho Looal maxkots ad is, sont for export at 
‘tho various ports alroady montioned, : 

Tn wddition to the Distt ‘Board roads, tharo are ‘a muiabar 
of villago roads, with a total longth of 187 miles, under tho 
District Boord and the Balasoro and Bhadrakh ‘Loodl Boards: 
‘Those are nearly all fair-yenthor ronds, occasionally banked, » but 
gencrally consisting of moro onet-tracks across tho fields: | 

‘Thoro axe 18 forries undor tho oontrol of tho District Board, 
tho lenses boing disposed of annually by auction, ‘Tho most 
important aro thoso at Phulwir and Rajghat, where the Trunk 
Road orosses tho Buribalang and Subarnarokha’ respectively, At 
Phulwix, which is situated 8 milos north of Balasoro, tho 
main road to Mayirbhanj branches off, and coolies, paok-bullooks 
and Santali ourts with solid whosls of a primitive-typo, come 
down in great numbors from Maytrbhonj, bringing faggots, 
charcoal, #4? timbor and paddy for disposal in Balasore town. 
‘Tho reooipts from this forry are oonsoquently gronter than from 
Rajghat, though tho Subarnarokhi is not fordablo, while tho 
Phulwar ferry is easily fordablo for 7 months in tho your, 

Another ferry of somo importanoo is that of tho Siland¥ at 
Bhadvakh, which plios only during tho rains, tho Salandt bed 
boing quite diy in the hot woather; and among others may bo 
mentioned that of South Baliapal over tho Matai, which is ford- 
ablo at no time during tho your, and that of Baliaghit over tho 
Burkbalang, opposite Balasore town. At the former all the rio 
Drought from the Ankurd pargaia and some trom Kia Keniks 
is trimsported! on its way to Ohindbili. On the Subarnarckha at 
tho crossing of the Baliapal-Kamarda road is the ferry of 
Kilikapur, whioh is also unfordable, tho river being tidal up to 

is point. 
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point, 
In 1830 tho only publio bungalows existing wero those ab 
Balasore and Baripada. ‘Tho latter wus a posting station and {00s 
half-way houso for travellers botwveen Cuttack and Balasore, being 
about 50 miles distant from each, At the presont day thie distriot 
contains no less than 34 inspection bungalows, including the road 
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- and canal bungalows maintained by tho Publio Works Dopart- 
ment end those under tho District Board, 
Possar ‘hero aro altogether 2564 miles of postal communication and 
Cintone, 84 post-ofiices in the district, but postal favilitios are as yot inado- 
quate to the area and population, and there is room for opening 
many moro postbffics ‘The number of lettors delivered in 
1905-06 was 535,000 and .of post-cards 330,000, in addition to 
0,000 packets, 95,000 nowspapors and 11,000 paroels. ‘Tho valuo 
of tho monoy-orders issued in tho santo your was Re, 7,78,000 
and of thoso paid noarly Rs. 810,000, , On the ist March 1005 
altogether 2,008 a@ounts lad been opoued in the Savings Banke, 
tho doposits amounting to Rs. 3,78,000, or 5G annas por hond of 
tho yopulation, as compaxed with 5°5 ‘ennas in Cuttack and 24 
annas in Pui ; and in 1905-06 tho deposits aggrogated Rs. 71,700. 
‘There are 7 poatal-telogvaph offices, situatod af Akshuapads, 
Biliapal, Balasore, Basta, Bhadvakh, Oflenabatt and Jaleswar. 
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‘Iv the timo of tho Hindu kings of Orissa, the country was divided yrwoy 
into two administrative divisions, viz., the military fiefs, oomposed uxvavex 
of tho hilly tracts on the wostorn bonlor togother with a strip along *™ 
tho son const on tho cast; and the Crown lands, consisting of tho 
moro fertile alluvial plain running through tho omtro of the 
Provinos, ‘The former had beon granted to military chief by 
tho roigning sovereign, on condition that they protested tho 
Dordor and furnished contingents to the Stato mmy in time 
of war. ‘Choy had tho full disposal of the land, and thoy may be * 
rogurded as proprietors in the oomplotost sons of the word, 
having the title of béuiyd, or, as translated by tho Mughals, 
xanindar ox londholder, ‘Tho othor and moro valuxble portion 
of the country, comprising tho greater part of tho prosont 
Aistriots of Balasore, Cuttack and Pari, was rogarded as tho 
property of tho Grown, and the revenue was appropriated to 
meoting the oxponses of tho ruling prince and his establishment, 
‘Who rent woro collected fram tho ryots or oultivators and 
paid into tho royal tousury by hereditary officials, who wore 
‘algo entrusted with the polico administration of the villages 
under thom, 

‘Tho unit of the system was the rovenuo village consisting of 
a collootion of houses, and the land, cultivated or waste, attached 
toit. A group of villagos mado up a distri, called kAand 
or biti; tho mamos of some of those fiscal divisions still 
survive in certain of the names of the perganas, such as Nun- 
khand ond Dertbisi, Over the kiand or bisi wore two principal 
officials, the klandpati or bishay’ and. tho btoi-mal, tho former of 
whom had to deal mainly with polioo administration, and the 
latter with revenue collestions, though tho two were considered 
jointly responsible for tho payment of the rovento into the . 
yoyal treasury. Each rovenus villago was similarly presided over 
by two corresponding officals, the pradian or polios offer, and 
tho bioi or acountent, who paid in tho village revenues to the 








152 BALASORE. 


administrators of the bisi, ‘Phos horeditary officials, who merely 
collected the xents, and, in Yirtuo of theiy office, enjoyed certain 
perquisites, havo, together with many others in moro rooont 
times, como to bo styled xamindars and propriotors, ‘Tho only 
persons, however, who could with strict oouracy be called 
proprictors of tho land aro tho anoiont Wiuriyds in rospoct of tho 
militmy flofs and tho sovercign as tho ownor of tho kdlea or 
Crown lands. 
When tho Mughals took the country, a rogulay sottlomont of 
tho Mughalbandi, as tho Crown lands were now called, was bogun 
in 1582 by ‘Todar Mol and was concluded in 1601 by Min Singh, 
nother Hindu viooroy of the Emperor Akbar. ‘Tho lands 
held os military flofs, which wore known as tho Rajwara, wore 
for the most part left" untouched, bu in tho Mughalbandi the 
rovenuo system was reorganized, tho, klauds or tisiy booamo 
parganas, and: the rovenuo villagos booame mausas ; tho kiandpati 
__ oF superior police officer rocoived the title of ehaudirt, tho bhoi-mat 
or chiof accountant that of wildyati kanungo, and tho pradhan that 
+ of mukaddam, Where a pargana, on acount of its size, was 
divided into two or more portions, cach having a sopurnte set of 
pargana officals, those subdivisions wore called faluks, and tho 
officials ¢alukdar,—a namo subsequently applied to all the pargana 
officals, ‘Tho system of collection remained radically thofsamo 
axoopt that sadr or principal kanungos, with a gundsida or dopuly 
in each pargana, wore appointed as a controlling agonoy to chook 
the ordinary ront-collecting ostablishmonts. ‘Tho paryanas again 
were grouped under the throo main divisions or sarkare of 
Cuttack, Balasore and Jaleswar, cach of which was in charge of 
‘an dmil or chief exooutive officer, . 

Tn 1751 Orissa became a Marith® Provinoo under the control 
of a sabehdar, Balasore was divided into three oftklas or circles, 
vis., Bhadrakh, Soro and Balasore. ‘Those again were subdivided 
into parganas, each of which included o varying number of 
taluks. Ax ofticor called ami? was rosponsible for the revenuo of 
each chakla and was assistod by a sadr kénungo, under whom 
again was a gunidshta (also known “as wilayati kdviungo) who 
collected the revenue from the difforont villages. It was not long 
before the Marithis commenced to oust the talukdars on tho 
ground of unpunotuality in payment of the revenue; and 
__ towards the closo of their xulo it also became a common practice to 

take engagements direct from tho villago headmen or mukaddams, 
‘who had previously paid through the ¢aluidars. About ono-oighth 
tho total revenue-paying area was so held by mukaddame ; and , 
though it had previously been thé oustom to make a detailed 
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yearly computation of tho rentals on which the latter wore 
‘allowed a porcontage for tho oxperisos of collection, towards the 
vloso of the 18th century tho dnile found it convenient to take 
engagements from them for a ump sum, This oustom was also 
followod to somo extent with those taluldars who wore,fortunate 
enough to bo loft in possoasion of thoir estates, It was Raji Ram 
Pandit, dosoribed by Stirling as the most’ enlightened of tho 
Marathi sabaidars, who first commenced to dispense with the 
talukdars as oollocting agents in 1778, and subsequently most of 
‘thom wore dispossessed, the ilayatd kanungos making tho oolleo- 
tions diroot from the ryots and paying them over to the amile 
through the salar kanungos, During tho sume poviod also the 
‘Marithis introduood another practice, which rosulted in the dis 
‘appearance of a largo number of these hereditary officials, ‘Tho 
sade kanungo, who gengrally stood soourity for tho payment of 
rovonuo by the télukdars, was allowed, in oases of dofault, to take 
ovor the ¢a/uk on payment by him of the arvear, and the rosult was 
that at the British acoossion, both sadr and toilayati kanungos 
‘woro found in possession of a large number of ostates acquired in 
this manner, 

Briofly, it may bo said that tho rule of the Mardthis gradually 
dostroyod the fabrio of civil administration built by the Mughals, 
Alls their offoris wore dirooted towards oxtorting from tho 
conquered Provinoo tho utmost it could pay ; and peasants and 
officials alike were subjoctedto every oxnotion that ingenuity 
could suggest. Cultivation was attended with no seourity, rights 
wore overywhore noglooted and denied, tho ponsant was nccus- 
tomod to rogard a demand for rent not as a logitimate tax bub 
as an exorbitant extortion, and tho policy of his rulers taught 
him 0 contempt for right and a disregard for civil duty. 

‘Tho mimrblo of tho Marathis lod not only to the impovorishs waxy 
mont of the country, but also to a mistrust of the governing power BXotter 
on tho part of tho poople, One result of this was that, when the tmssion. 
British conquered the Province in 1803 and approached tho 
question of its settlement; no revenue documents were ‘obtainable 
from tho"officials, exoopt oortain jamabandi papers or records: of 
assessment, made over by the chief kanungo of tho Maratha gover 
ment. No knowledgo wis, thorefore, gained of the various rights 
of the ¢alukdérs or of the difforent tenures and titles of other 
collecting officers, Stixling’s Minuto of 1821 was the first attempt 
mado to deal exhaustively with the subject, and it was not until the 
‘gottlement of 1887-41 that rights and titles were finally settled 
and adjusted. Meanwhile; ‘all was confusion. The.“ Marithi 
dmale, sadn. kénungoa, talukdars ond mukaddams wore -all intent 
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cn preserving for their own uso tho information which should 
havo beon in tho hands of -Government. Some woro busy in 
establishing a proprietary title which had nevor oxistod, othors in 
furthering a claim, to hold rent-free lands liablo to ussosamont, 
‘Pho hands of most wore against their neighbours, and overy man’s 
hand waa against tho Government, 

‘Tho firet sottlomont of tho Provinoo, which was for ono yoar 
only; was conoludod oarly in 1805 aud was followed by a number 
of fomporary sottlomonts. A trionnial softloment was first 
conelfded, and thon in 1808-09 another sottlement was mado for 
one yonr, which was afterwards continued for a furthor poriod of 
threo years, Other sottlomonts followed sin quick sucoossion—in 
1812-18, for one year ; in 1818-14, for two yor in 1816-16, 
for one year; in 1816-1 17, for three years; in 1819-20, for throo 
‘years; and in 1822-28, for fivo yours. ‘Tho history of those onrly 
settlements is an unforlunato record of nssossmont on insufficiont 
enguity and of tho enforooment of inolastio rules for tho roaliza 
tion of inequitable revenues. ‘Tho Collootor had no reliablo 
information es to tho roal assets of tho ostatos, for tho zamindirs 
‘and dnife combined to withhold all papois, and he had to proovod 
‘on a very rough ostimato of tho quantity of land in oultivation 
‘and on the roports of intorested subordinates, ‘Tho vile arising 
rom such ignoranco of tho seal ciroumstances of tho peopl 
tho goneral disorganization of administration and tho soverity of 
tho assessment woro aggravated by tho stxingenoy of tho Bengal 
Regulations and ante les. 

‘Under the rulo of the Mughals and Marithts tho persons 
‘whom wo recognized as propristors of tho soil were, in theory at 
Yoast, officers of Government, responsible to it for tho revenuo 
thoy’ collocted, and, accordingly, they wero not entitled to any 
romjesion, But, when droughts or serious floods ooourred, tho 
cultivator did not pay his rent, and there is reason to helioyo 
that tho native ralore recognized such oalamitios as a valid excuse 
for short payments, s0 that tho actual collections always foll. short 
‘f-tho full demand, ‘Whon wo fist conquored tho Provinoo, the 
‘Bengel Regulations were oxtonded to it, and tho asossment, 
swhioh under the Marithts had included a considerable margin 
for remissions and deductions, booamo fixed and invatinble debt 
which the zamindir had to discharge to the day on pain of losing 
hig estate, in spite of the faot that Orissa is poouliasly linble to 
suffer from tho extremos of drought and flood. ‘The consequences 
of this attempt to engratt tho rigid administration of » perma. 
nonily settled Provinoo on a country end people wholly unsuited 
to it wore disestrous, Arrears accumulated rapidly, end in 1806 
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hogan the aystom of patting up defaulting estates for sale in 
aloutta, a policy which allowed-Bengali speoulators to buy 
valuable propertios at low prices, Some of the oldest families 
of Orissn woro ruined ; ono after another their estates wore sold up 
and passod into tho hands of Bengali adventurers; and tho hard- 
ships of tho revenue systom being inoreasod by repeated droughts, 
ovon thoso failed to pay the revenue, and tho collections fell far 
short of tho rovonuo domands. 

‘In 1817 the poople broke out in what is known as the Khurda sotto 
robellion, and this rising sorved to bring home to the auth@ritios sf 1887. 
the doop discontent and real griovances of the Oriyas, In 
Rogulation VIL of 1822 Government sliortly afterwards pro» 
claimed its intention of concluding a settlement based on a 
detailed investigation into the circumstances of the Province and 
a determination of the rights of all parties. Preparations for this 
settlement were commenced as carly as 1830, and it was held to- 
run from 1837, although the provsedings were not finally com- 
pleted before 1845. ‘Tho sottloment cost upwards of 20 lakhs, and 
the rosult was an inoreaso of revenue of only Rs. $4,980 for all 
threo districts. In Balasore it was found that the cultivated area 
deelt with amounted to 654,000 acres, of which 493,200 acres 
were assessed. Tho demand was fixed at Rs. 3,77,290, the 
indigenoe of revenue being annas 12-3 per acre. 

sottloment thus concluded was mado for 80 years and srrrs- 
expired in the year 1867, but the great Orissa famine of the year 427 OF 
1865-66 rendered it inadvisable ‘to undertake ro-settlement opera~ 
tions when! the former settlement was drawing to a close, end that 
sottlement was accordingly prolonged for anothér thirty yosrs. 
The history of the rapid reogyery of tho Province from the 
horrors of the great famine has subsequently shown that this 
extreme leniency was scarcoly needed, and nar a re-settlement 
might woll have boon mado some twonty-five years ago, to-the 
advantage of Government end without unduo haresoment of the 
people, ‘Thoresult of the excessive prolongation of the: former 
settlement was the exclusion of Government fora lengthy period 
from ite fair sharo of tho produce of the coil, and the retention by 
the landlord classes in Orisse, during ths'same period of profite to 
which they hed no equitable right. During the sixty yours of 
the ousrenoy of the settlement of 1887, the district developed in 
every direction in spite of the disaster of 1866, cultivation extended 
Ty 40 per cont., communications were greatly improved, bringing 
an incroase .in the volume of trade, and tho prices of staple 
food-crops were trebled, securing largely increased profits to the 
cultivators, 
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Tho Inst sottlement of the -Provinco was a work of groat 
magnitude ; the operations extended over a period of 10 yoars, 
from the end of 1889 to the end of 1899, over an area of 
5,000 square miles ; rents wore sottled for a and a half 
of tenants, and the Governmont rovenno on nomly six and a half 
thousand estatos. In this district tho aroa nssessod was 692,200 
fores, and the revenuo fixed was Rs. 6,29,073, giving an incidenco 
of annus 14-6 por noro. ‘Tho sottled sesots wora Rs, 11,61,400, tho 
tual, poroontage of tho assets taken os rovenuo amounting to 
155 pet cont. ‘Tho enhanooment mado in the land rovenuo was as 
sauch as 67 per cont,, which appoars primd fooia vory largo, but it 
must be remembered that whereas tho zamindérs roosived an 
income of Ra. 1,90,000 at ho time of the previous seloment, 
thoy now receive an income of Re. 6,22300, and that whilo the 
rovontio has been enhanced by 67 por oont,, their inoome has 
incrossed by 163 per cont. 

‘Tho ohiof results of tho sottloment of 1897, as compared with 
that of 1837, aro summarised below : 
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Balasore differs from that of Bengal proper, inasmuch as th 
‘sottlomont; for the Government land revenue is not of a fixed and 
. Permanent character, but is made for a term of yours only, subjoot 
to an inoreased assessment at tho end of every frosh period, « ‘This 
aystom obtains in the greater portion of tho district, but a. certain 
number of estates aro permanently settled. At the time of the 
last sottlomont there wore 150 such estates, with an area of 190 
square miles and a vevenne demand of Rs, 94,835, lying in 8 
parganas in the north Gf tho district, ‘They were originally- 
contained in Midnapore and borne on the revenue roll of that 
district, but were transferred to Bulnsoro on tho revision of tho 
boundary in 1868. 
je. Tho linporaily.sltiod estates numbored 1/417 and acoounted 
a jor an area’ of 1,499 square miles. 2 siajosiy aes ld by the 
criater, descendants of the. talukdars, 
holders of reamed jipirs and the like, who vere fond, at thé 
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time of the British oonguest, to be paying thefr reventie “direst, 
into the Maritha troasuries; as well as of the holders of the’ Laxger 
reyenue-froo properties that wore resumed and assessed to revente 
during tho early yours of last century. Four of theso estates, vizny 
‘Ambabnis, Patni, Mangelpur and Ambo, aro old hlds, ‘They 
‘woro huld on military tenures subject to the payment of a tribute, 
and their ofroumstanoos diffored little from those of the present 
Tribatmy States until tho British ecoossion, whon ‘the Bhaiyss 
of Mangalpur and Patni, and the Mangraj of Ambo plaoed them- 
selves under the protection of Government with the object‘ot 
obtaining somo soourity against the oppressions of the Gaxjat chiefs, 
‘From that timo, although assessod with special leniency, these three 
ilas havo boon held on the samo terms as tho estates of ordinary 
zemindirs, Kila Ambshata was wrested from the Keomjhar 
‘Rajas in tho time of the Mughals by the ancestors of one Bikram 
‘Singh Bidyadhar. It was xesamed by tho Merathis and oonsed 
to bo a Filé in anything more than name. ila Patna ha’ passed 
from the hands ofthe former Bhuiya. family, being oold x 1897 
under a civil dourt decree for debt, but the two remaining Ailas of 
Mangalpur and Ambo aro still in the possossion of the od 
families, 

Altogothor 19 ostates (Ibis Mahils) were owned by Governe Gorw- 
ment, the atea being 34 squaro miles and the revenue pay. "MM, 
able ‘nearly Rs, 40,000, ‘They call for no detailed mention 
‘with tho exception of ¢aluks Nosnand, Birso and Bichitrapur, 
‘Phe Noinand estate, which has an area: of 16,400 aores, was 
sold for errears of revenue in 1818 and was purchased by: 
Government for one rupeo ; it is now under the management of : 
the Subdivisional Officer of Bhadrakh. Birso, with an area of 
1,575 acres, formerly formed part of Noanmd snd was also 
purchased by Government for on6 rupee, ‘The Bichitrapur estate 
on tho river Subemarekhi, which has an area of 8,550 acre, 
consists of lands acquired for the purpose of salt manufacture in 
tho early part of tho 19th oontury under an: ittimrdri lease, ice, 
the lands were ceded and tho rént fixed in perpetuity. - Govern 
mont has aooordingly paid an annual rent of Ts. 799 to. the 

original proprietors sinos 1809, ‘ 

‘Previous to. tho ‘British, oonguest clicnations of land for rexvr- 
religious and charitable purposes were very common, the right of Tins, 
creating auch tenures being frodly exercised by thé pargana 
officials and by the village officials, sich as mukaddans .and 
sarbardhkars, in villages which had an hereditary village -head. 
The area of such Zakhiraj lands, iz., lands which were found at 
the sottlement of 1837 to be held on valid titles and were 
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accordingly oonixmed as revent free, is 170 equare miles or 19 per 
‘cent, of the temporarily-settled area, ‘The /akhirdj bahdidars -or 
holders of such lands possess a permanent right to hold them froo 
of land revenue and are independent of the zamtndars, exoopt in so 
far ns they aro bound to pay cesses through them. 

‘The dakhirgj Ionds axe found in nearly every village and oon- 
sist mainly of debottar lands, which cover an aren of 94 square miles 
or more than half tho total, Thoso lands were granted in support 
of Hindu shrines, tho deity boing legally regarded as the pro- 
prietor; and the seldite or trustees of the shrine wore gunorally. 
Brahmans and Vaishnavas, but included also a small number of 
Karans, Khandaits and Malis. The whole incomo of the lands 
‘was originally intended to be devoted to the support of the shrine 
and to charitable purposos, but owing to various causes, such as 
the sbsonce of supervision, the declino of religious sontiment 
and the subdivision of rights among the tebaits, tho proceeds havo 
in many oases been diverted, and only a small portion of them is 
now expended on the original purpose for which the land was ° 
granted. Some sort of sobd or worship however is always carried 
‘on ; oases in which no portion of the produce of the lands is devoted 
to the shrine aro vory taro and ooour only when the lands havo 
Doon: transferred by sale or mortgage. If there aro several sons 
who jointly inherit the property, each will-take chargo of the shring 
during a portion of the year and maintain n pricst, cook and 
attendant, offices which may also bo combined in a single person, 
‘Wealthy daa? /are oooasionally supploment the inoomo of tho shrino 
with a fixed annual contribution, On the other hand, tho sebaite of 
amruta manohi grants, i, grants made for the puxposo of keeping 
up the worship of Jagannath at Puyi, aro acoustomed to pay a 
merely formal. sum to the Jaganntth mahants, and uso tho 
‘balance to maintain themselves in comfort and Inxury. 

Among those debotiar’ lands may be mentioned the gramdebot~ 
tar; fits portions of lond which have been sot apart from time 
immemorial in each village, in honour of the thdkuraut or female 
tutelary deity of tho place, ‘he land so appropriated is usually 
‘mall in oxtont, often only a fraction of a bigha, Instond of tho 
daily offering, periodical festivals, and xogular coremonial necessary 
for an orthodox deity of the Hindn pantheon, offerings onoa or 
twive a year, and one or two feast days, aro all that seem to be 
required in tho onse of the ¢Adkurtmt ox village deity. The former 
ig enshrined in a temple while the thakurani is generally looated 
under o tree, and often in the open plain. Sho takes hor 
name usually from the tree itself or the looality; but in 
many ‘ettes she has no name at all, and the patch of waste 
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ground forming the dslfdn,.or shiding place of the thakurdnty 
is all that has beon set apert, thers being no one in charge end 
no compulsory offering. 

Brahmottar \ends, i, lands granted either to individual Brabmot 
Brahmans or to a body of Brahmans forming a sdsen or Brahman“ 
village and intended for their maintenance, cover an area of 63 
square miles. ‘These lands have heen alienated to a large extent, 
and only 83 per cent. of the arce is now in the possession of 
Brahmans. On the other hand, the grants known as pirottar, i,, Firdtar. 
land sot apart for the maintenance of the shrines of Muhammadan 
saints (pira) have rardy beon elienated owing to tho jealous 
watch Kopt over thom by the Muhammadan minority, ‘Their 
Present aren is 7} square miles, which is only onetwelfth of the 
debottar area, tho reason for this disproportion being that the 
Muhammedans ore far less numerous then the Hindus, and even 
in the days of Mughal rale the Mubammadan population did not 
form the dominant class, except in detached villages, more 
especially in the south of the district. 

Hhwirat nds given in charity (tiara) to Vaishnavas and ict 
other poor Hindus are mors extensive, accounting for an area 
of 11} square miles. Of other such grants tho nfost important. are 
those known as mahatiran, ie, land granted revenue free -to 
certain respectable classgs of cultivators, such os Karns and 
Khandaits, who go by the name of Khusbés ryots. 

‘There has been considerable subdivision of these revenue-free 
properties, and in the 60 years ending with the last settlement 
the number of proprietors was doubled. It is estimated at 67,000, 
and the average arca of ench share is only 1°62 nore and of each : 
holding 2 acres. The number of tenants holding under tho 
Dahaldare is 64,400; they are mostly tenants with ovoupanoy 
rights, and the area held by them is nearly 60,000 acres, tho 
average holding being lees than an sore in size. 

In the Maratha records handed over to the British on the Law 
acquisition of the Province, each of the parganas was found to “™*"™™* 
be divided into a number of taluks or divisions representing Prope 
tracts which various officials, viz, chaudhris, wilayati kanungoe, 
and the supervising sadr Aénungot, had in course of time got 
reorded in their several ond individual names, and for the reventio 
of which they came to be separately responsible; while the holders 
cof maxkurt tdluks wore mukaddans of villages peying revenue 
into the treasury direst, All these holders of ¢dluke, who were 
called ‘élukdars, were allowed to pay their revenue direct into the 
Government tressury; and in subsequent Regulations end 
proceedings they were all denominated zamindérs end. proprietors 
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of the land. Previously, they had boon regardod morely ‘as tho 
holders of a hereditary office, with liberty to soll their rights in 
it only when they wore in aronr with tho revenuo, and to disposo 
outright of small plots of unassossod wasto land. Sinoo 1804, 
tho tondenoy of legislation and tho action of tho Civil Gourts has 
boon to assimilate this zamindéri tonttro to tho English conooption 
of alanded vatate, Tho zamindirs havo boon allowed to sell and 
convey any portion of it in any way thoy plonsod; and tho 
former notion, that thoy woro only a modium botwoon tho 
oultivators and their sovoroign for paying tho ronts into tho 
troasu'y, has been to'a gront extent supplanted by tho idon that 
they aro tho ival propriotors and ownors of the soil. This has 
not boon effected, howover, without gront Loss to tho mukaddame 
or heads of villages, who’ hed originally very much the samo 
righta as tho zomfndars. In many instanoos they havo dise 
‘appeared altogether, having beon ousted by tho zamindars, or 
having failod to seoure recognition of their xights in tho law oon. 

‘hore aro moro than 6 xooorded propriotors to onoh estato, tho 
average size’ of which in 676 aoros; tho largost, azuk Mubiralepur, 
‘contains an area of 38,203 acres, and tho smallost is less than ono 
acre, ‘The avertgo rovenuo fixed at the Inst sottlement was 
Re. 449; tho groator number of tho ostatos pay under Rs, 1,000 
por annum, and half of those again pay Ipss than Rs, 300, 

During tho sixty yours onding in 1897 tho numbor of 
estates in Balasore increased from 803 to 1,414, a result 
almost ontirely duo to portition, Briefly, it may’ ho said that 

tition nugod an inoroaso of 75 por cont, in tho numbor of 
states, but a cleazor idea of tho extont to which subdivision as 
taken place may be gained from tho fact that tho number of 

4 during tho samo poriod from 1,609 
1d, As oarly as 1881 this matter 
was oxoiting attention, and in that year Mr. Ricketts, Oolleotor 
of Balasore, pointed out that there wore 1,084 propxictors record- 
‘od for 680 estates and that the number of proprietors had almost 
doubled during tho preceding twenty-five yours, Ho added that 
“the principle of inheritanoe according to Hindu law had not been 
acknowledged before tho British conquost, and thnt the rooogaition 
of the privilego was injurious both to the zamindits and Govorn- 
mont as tending to panperize proprictors as a class, 

Ttis not, however, to the Hindu system of inheritanco so much 
as to the transfor of portiong of estates that tho inoreaso ia pro- 
prictors is duo. It is, in faot, no uncommon thing to find, 
especially-in' tho south of tho, distriot, estates hold by 30 or 40 
proprictors, most of whom have ‘oome in dying recent years as 
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purchasers of small interests. ‘While at the commencement of the 
odntury there was but a single propriotor to each estato, in 1840 
there were two and at the present date thore are more then five. 
‘Ther oan be no doubt that the extension of the settloment in 1868 
did much to tend to this result by placing at tho disposal of pro- 
priotors for another thirty years an enormous inorernent, of assets, 
nd thus affording an opportunity for a great and sudden rise 
in tho standard of living. With tho Oriya zamindér such an 
opportunity was generally synonymous with a temptation to 
extravagance and improvidonco, and tho result has been that they 
havo freely availed themsolves of the powor of transfer. Striking 
evidence of this was obtained during tho last settlement, when it 
‘was ascertained that of the total number of estates 584 or 42 per 
cent, had passed wholly by inheritance during tho provious sixty 
Feats; 284/or 20 por cent. had passsil partially by inheritance, 
portions of them having been sold ; 432 or 80 per cont. had been 
‘transferred by private sale, 88 or 2 por cont. by sale under Civil 
Court docros, and 76 or 5 per cont. by revenue sale for arrears: 
‘Tho faot that only 584 estates are now found ontirely in the hands 
of the descendants of the last sottlement-holders shows the 
enormous extont to whioh transfers have taken place. Though it 
is truo that 264 ostates still remain partially in possession of the 
old families, it may be said putting theso two figures together, 
that transfers’ have been effected to the extent of almost half the 
proprictary rights of the district. ‘Tho subdivision of property 
has continued since the settlement, and in 1905-06 the number 
of estates boro on the revonue-roll had risen to 1,636, ¢ 

Asregards tho persons to whom the estates have passed, it was Nation. 
found that Bengalis numbered 885 of the total, asagainst 174 in Sy tt 
1887, Oriya Hindus, including natwralized Bengalis, 6,090 aa 
against 1,181, and Muhommadans 505 as against 158, ‘Tho 
proportion of Bengalis, therefore, remained stationary, while the 
Oriya Hindus advanced at tho expense of the Muhommadans, 
Subdivision of title is quite as conmon with the latter as with 
the remaining classes, and thoir decline is to be ascribed to 
indebtedness. ‘They are most numerous in the neighbourhood of 
Bhadrakh, and very many of them’ have parted with shares in 
thelr estates to Oriya mahajans.. Oriyé Hindus number no’ less 
than 81 per cont. of. the total number’ of recorded sharers, while 
Bongolis represent 12 por oont, and Mubainmadans 7 por cont 

‘Pho resident zamiudars number 7,210, and the non-resident Non-rei- 
only.271, the proportion of the latter decreasing from 5 to 4-por fet, 
cont,, during tho currenoy. of the sottloment/of 1837; Most of the 
non-resident zamindjzs are; either inhabitants of Cuttack town or 
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district, ut a fow are residents of Midnapore and Calcutta, Tt was 
stated in 1843 that one-third of the proprictors resided on thofr 
estates. and the proportion is about the same at the present day, 

‘The most important castes represented aro Khandaits (28 per 
cent), Bréhmens (27 per oont,) and Karans (18 por oont,). ‘Thoso 
castes inolude 73 per oont, of tho total number of reoorded pro- 
priotors; and of the remainder 7 por cont. are Musalmiue, 6 per 
cont. Telis, 16 per cont, Témbulis and 4 por ont. Kayasths, 
Altogether 44 per cent. of the proprietors aro without ostensible 
professions, and 16 per oont, are zamindéx ma/djans as compared 
with 9 per cent, in 1837, About one-third of theso are persons 
who, in addition to being proprietors, have somo money-lending 
business, and the balance are professional mahajons, with whom 
ownership of an estate is subordinate to their business as money- 
Ienders, Both classos aro purchasing estates, but tho latter ‘most 
frocly, ‘The proportion of cultivators has advancod from 10 to 
24 por cont, owing to numorous purchases, generally of potty 
shares; plondors and muktdre aro also a largely incroasing class. 
On tho other hand, tho old rovonno official families aro declining, 
the proportion having fallen from 6 to 2 per cont, Among tho 
chief of theso are the desoondanta of tho eadr Adnungoe ostablishod 
by tho Mughals at Bhadrakh, Soro and Jaloswar 5 tho fist aro the 
Mahisaya family of Kampur, tho second tho Mahtsaya family of 
Kodirpur and tho third tho Mahtsaya family of Lakshannith, 

‘Under the zamindire are a number of tonnro-holders paying , 
thoir revenue through tho propriotors of tho ostates within which 
thoir lands Iie, They aro for the most part dosoondants of villago 
headmen, such as mukaddams and sarbarahkara, ox kharidddars, i.0., 
the purchasers or reoipionts of propristary rights in small plots 
of Jind alionated by tho zamindirs or mukaddama, 

‘The mukaddams woro originally tho village hondmen, who 
hold nearly tho samo position and exercised the samo rights in 
their respective villages as the pargana officials, ‘Their office of 
ront-oollecting and revenue administration was hereditary, and 
they had also the privilogo of selling outright small portions of 
tunassessed waste land within the limits of tho village. In somo 
cases they paid the revenue direst into the treasury, and many of 
them thus attained the position of zamindirs and wore recognizod 
as such when the frst British sottloments of the distriot were 
effected. Of the remainder, from whom engagements wore taken 
as tonuro-holders, many wore dispossessed during the early days 
of British administration, being compelled by tho zomindars to 
abrogate their hereditary rights and onter into farming leases 
for short terms of years, ‘Thore are now 112 mukaddami tenures 











LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 163 


with o total area of 51 square miles, the avenge area boing 
291 acres. Thoy are contained in 16 ostatos, situated chiofly 
in parganas Binchas Ogar and Dhimnngar, 

‘While the mukaddans wore the successors of tho villago lead su 
mon or pradhdusof tho Hindu ralo, who had often notually founded *"* 
and developod their villagos and exoreisoil over thom a hoveditary 
and proprietary right, the srlararkars woro originnlly mero 
collecting agents, cithor sorvants or farmors, installed by the (alk 
dar, After a long cowrso of possession they gainod an admitted 
right of collection, and after fixthor lapso of timo the right ofton 
bocame hereditary. ‘Tho ossonco of {ho distinction was therefor 
that tho muladdim's right originated indopendently, whorons 
the sardarahkar aoquired a right onrved out of that of the (a/ukdar, 
Many of thoss, from being the zamMmdirs? subordinate rent 
collectors, gradually noquired soparato tenures, just as their 
masters, having beon originally rent-collootors of a highor grado, 
acquired the substantial intorest of zammdixe, Some sarbardikara 
‘wore originally more servants of tho zamtndars, who collected thoi 
rents from tho cultivators and onjoyod sayirs; others obtained 
possession of thoir villagos as farmers only, but gradually obtained ==»! 
a prosoriptivo right to tho tenure as it desoonded from ono 
gonoration to another, ‘Thore aro now 731 sardaravkari tenures 
with an area of 96 squaro miles, the avorage area being 85 acres. 

* Phey axe comprised in 20 ostatos chiefly situated in parryanas 
Banchis Ogar, Senaut and Soso. 

‘Tho third class of tonure-holdors consists of Aharidadas or xharidte 
purchasers of wasto lands. In the time of the Hindu, Mughal 
‘nd Marathi rulers, the rovenuo-collecting officials, viz the 
mukaddams in their rospeotive villages, and the falukdare in the 
Parganas or portions of parganas which they managed, had the 
right of selling pieces of unassossed waste land. Land thus sold 
was called Aiarida ox purchased, and was generally appropriated 
with the object of forming a garden or plantation, or was used 
for building purposes to create a new village. Though, in theory, 
these ands were waste, in reality cultivated lands were some- 
times fraudulently disposed of in this manner. Among the 
Maridadérs may be included pursethis, who were originally the 
hoadmen of patnaa, i, villages composed of Iand which had been 
purchased from tho talukdars, by virtuo of the anciont privilege 
which the pargana officials enjoyed of selling waste unnssessod 
lend. 

‘Prensfors of tenures are common, and as an instance of this sutaivi- 
it may Le mentioned that in one estate alone 289 out of 453 to of 
tonures are held by purchasers, Subdivision of interests hes also 
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been omrried on to a vory great extent, and in one féluk the 
number of shares increased from 64 to 453 in tho 60 years ending 
‘with the last sctilemont, many of the eardardikars paying rents of 
a fow annas only. During tho sume poriod tho numbor of tenures, 
in the whole distriot inaroased from 100 to 493 or by 400 por 
omt., and the number of recorded sharers from 154 to 829 or by 
450 por cont. ‘This was duo partly to tho partition of tho estates 
in which tho tenures oxisted, and partly to subdivision at 
inheritance, but genorally to sale, In pargana Banchis Ogar and 
the northern parganae actual subdivision of tenures has taken 
place to an inoonsiderable extent, though the rovorded sharers 
have greatly increased. 

No loss than 84 per cont, of the holdings in the district aroin 
the possession of ocoupaney xyots, and 8 per cent, are held by 
non-oooupancy xyots, tho aren held by each class boing 83 and 2 
per cont. respectively. ‘The average aren of-ench holding is vory 
small, being only 1°57 acre in tho onso of the former and 1‘17 acre 
in the case of the latter. 

‘The most numerous and important tenants are éani and pali 
xyots, ‘Tho term tint is a comuption of sthani or sthaniya, mean- 
ing local or resident, and was originally applied to the resident 
ryote of the village, who had cultivated its lands from time immo 
morial; its uso is now restrioted to the suocesiors in interest of 
the resident ‘ryots who wore recorded as such in tho first regular 
settlement of tho district. ‘The é/an’ xyots ave in enjoyment of 
a hereditary right of oconpaney, and their status is the creature 
‘of custom that has been in operation for many generations, 
‘These tenancies, as tho holdings of resident tonants, naturally 
embraced all the best lands of tho villages, and the customary 
rights of the resident tenants included many important priv- 
ileges. ‘They had tho right to take up waste land at privileged 
ates; they had rights of pasturago and fuel; thoir oocupanoy 
‘was hereditary; the rent was fixed ; and they could be disturbed 
only on ‘failure to pay it, ‘The éiiani ryots were consequently 
the most substantial section of the village community and 
took the most prominent position in village affairs, ‘Thoy still 
retain a preferential right to the cultivation of pai, basi@/ti and 
Sahat loride; they obtain fuel at a cheaper rate; and they exer- 
cise, with regard to cutting trees and taking thoir fruit, rights 
which, though vague and ill-defined, are superior to those of the 
‘pahi xy0ts. Considerablo prestigo till aftaches to the status, 
and they are’ very unwilling to surrender their lands even 
when, the rent is high, and the coil appoars to have been damaged 
hy sand beyond:all hope offrecovery. 
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Beyond tho fixity of ront for 30 years, there is, however, now 
nothing to differentiate thoir status from that of pai ryots, 
Ryots of the lnttor class have now reosived the patlés which 
have boon hitherto the distinguishing mark of tho éhén xyots, 
and. tho oooupancy right of both classos is now sélling at almost 
level rates. Yot soofal diatinotions aro tonacious of existenoo in 
this country, and it may bo long before tho t/aui xyote coaso 
to havo the loudest voioo in village polities and before tho 
samindirs conse to aovord them tho privilege of being the first 
to pay the ront at each Aisé that precedes the Jacbandi. 

‘Tho tani holdings havo beon frecly trausforred by sale and. 
mortgago, and thor area has dooreasod. vory largely, falling during 
tho curroncy of the last settlement from 110,100 to 45,900 acres ; 
the average sizo of the holding is now 1°80 acre, 

‘Tho pahi ryots wore originally the non-resident ryots of the rast 
villages, who, according to ancient custom, wore more tenants-at- "9% 
will, until Act X of 1899 «nd the Bengal Tenanoy Act conferred 
cooitpany rights upon thom, Bub this was unknown in many 
parts till tho commencement of tho last settlement, the word 
pahia coutinned to be a tom ‘of reproach among the ryots 
indicativo of an absonco of rights, and it was only tho sottlement 
procoedings of 1897 which brought home to these tenants tho 
nature of thoir rights. Asa mattor of fact, the pai tonanv of 
60 yours ago hus coasod to bo non-resident, He has sottled down 
on his oaltivation, and, undor the operation of the Bongal Tenancy 
Act, hus become an’ ocoupaney tenant with all the xights and 
privileges which that Act has given, ‘The namo of the pahi 





Hy 

4s it is now hold to include all tho tonants inoludod under the 
Bengal Tenaney Act as settled, the holdings of ¢hani xyote and 
all mixod holdings (¢hani-pali) being excluded, ‘Tho oooupancy 
tenants hold an aroa of 435,200 aores, tho number of their 
holdings being 284,700 and their average sizo 1°91 acre; there 
are only 10,000 non-oooupaney holdings with a total area of 
13,400 acres or 1°3. acre per holding, 

‘Tho holdings of in Kharidadars who xneriaae 
have not boon recognized as proprietary tenuro-holdors, number dar. 
8,400, and tho area under this tenanoy is 15,100 acres, tho 
average sizo of the holding boing 4°4 nores 

‘Tho teriants Known as Bésia/tidare include 2.clnsses, tho nisft woaaytie 
basia/tidare, ox holdexs of xosumed vent-free Iands assossed for tho @are 
torm of tho settlement of 1837 ut half rates, and the kami? 
béxia/tiders, or holders of resumed xent-froo ands asseesod at 
that settlement at full mates, ‘The former have 45,800 holdings 
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swith an arca of 77,200 nares or 1°7 aoro per holding, a result duo to 
tho excessive subdivision which has gone on, ‘Tho latter have 
16,100 holdings with'an evoa of 26,500 acros or 1°0 acre por hold- 
ing. At the prosont day the bdzia/tiddvx reprosont tho bulk of Oriy& 
middle class socioty, and espooially tho Brahmans, ‘Tho latter 
number 120,000 or about 20,000 familios, and whon it is remom- 
bored that there axo over 0,000 daha’ yropertion and ovor 
60,000 dixiafté holdings in the district, the majority of both 
hold by Brahmans, itis soon how closo is thoir connection with 
lands of this dosoxiption, 

Basiaftidars, as a class, axo in poor cixoumstances, as they havo 
number of dependents and their lands favo boon oxooesively 
* subdivided ; but thero aro many advan villages whoro tho whole body 
of Lasiaftidars is well-to-do, Basidftidars, in common with Brih- 
mans generally, ofton act os guides to tho peasantry in tho 
intricaoies of tho Iaw, as woll as in other mattors, ‘Pho zamin- 
dar's dia, the yetition writer, tho Jaw-tout, the mukitar and 
dor axe gonerally rocruited from this class. ‘Thoy havo thus 
‘voartain savoir faira, which, added to thoir caste and sooial status, 
snoures them a position of some importance among tho peasantry, 
cnmndina ‘Tho ohdndina xyots axo tenants oooapying homestoad land, 
toutes” who gonorally possoss no oultivatod land in tho village, ‘Thoro 
aro now 12,400 holdings of this class covering 8,300 acros or 

noarly one-third of an noro ench, 
Jie ‘Tho last important class of fonants consists of holders of 
lwnds, —gorvico and othor jagire, who hold their lands rent-freo, eithor 
in oonsideration of sorvices to be rondored, or as rowards for 
sorvioos in tho past, Among thoso aro 7,200 acres hold by 
chaukidare or villago police, and 1,400 acres held. by villago 
accountants or patvarts, Thexo are 4,600 aoree held hy paike and 
Khandaits, who aro interesting survivals of the old rural militia 
of Orissa, ‘Thoy aro most frequent in the traots along the borders 
of tho Tributary Sintos and in tho north of the district, whoro 
they wore granted sorvico lands for the protection of the country, 
partly from inroads by tho Garbjat chiefs end partly from tho 
ravages of wild animals. Chakran jagirs, which socount for 2,600 
ores, aro lands held by tho village washermon, barbers, blaok- 
smiths and onrpenters, and in some onses by tho village drum- 
mors and boatmen, Such grants wre mado for the benefit. of 
tho village community, and as an inducomont tointending settlers, 
In a small or nowly-cstablished villago, whore tho number of 
inhabitants was too smell to offer a hopo of suficient remuneration 
to tho barbor or blacksmith, these wore induood by grants of 
spiall oarens of land ront-froo to tako up their residence and thus 
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completo the formation of the village community, It was never 
intended, however, that these jagirdars should supply the needs 
of the villagers without payment ond motly os a retum for 
the grant of land, nor has it ever been the onse that they have 
done s0 ; nocordingly, they reooive periodical payments from the 
cultivators, in oash ot in kind, in addition to their jagire. 

The under-tenants aro divided into four classes: (1) xyols of Uspem 
tonure-holders with rights of oooupancy; (2) xyots of tenure- ™47™* 
holders with non-occupanoy rights; (8) under-ryots with rights 
of oooupanoy; and (4) under-ryots liable to eviction for failure 
to pay rent or at tho end of tho year after servioo of due notice, 
From the figures obtained at tho last settlomont it appears that 
within tho revenuo-paying estates there aro 100,000 under-tenants * 
holding 65,000 noves. Tho proportion of the area held by under- 
ryots to tho total area of ryoti holdings (excluding basia/ti) is 
about 3 per oont., and it is estimated that tenure-holders sublet 
62 por cont, of their lands to under-ryots, Nearly all the under- 
ryots, however, havo other lands of their own held as pali or éhant 
either in the same ora neighbouring village. Respectable ryots 
take up and cultivate lands held by Brahinans or small patches 
required for sugarcane and tobacoo, which the ryot himself oan- 
not or will not grow; and other under-ryots are low oaste tenants 
paying produce rents, with a position differing but little from that 
of hired servants. Similarly, tho ryo's holding under tenure- 
holders may be divided into rospeotable ryois cultivating for 
their own convenience and low caste men paying produce rents, 
though the former largely predominato, 

Balasore is a district of small estates, and th proverbial texas 
hharchness of petty landlords is intensified by the perplexing way Txt oF 
in which their lands are split up. An estate generally consists zonpe ax 
of a village in one pargana, perhaps two in another, and Your or "4x 
five in as many moro, all distant from each other. But worse 
than those ordinary estates are tho ‘seperate collection lands” 
(lahsit alahida), Such an estate, although forming a fiscal 
entity, and bearing but one number in the district ront-roll, 
often consists of 60 or 70 small parvels of land, scattered over 
the whole distriot, with two or threo acres in one village, and 
one or two acres inanother 30 miles off. In addition to these 
clemonts of confusion, there are more than 64,000 revenue-freo 
properties, which average only 2 acres a pice. Such grants, 
‘even though they may not exoced 10 acres in extent, will 
often be found in 10 different plots in as many different 
villages. ‘The propristors have also a passion for having their 
land parcelled out by the proves of law known as datedra ; 
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as already mentioned thore aro more than 5 propristors to cach 
tstato, and it is not uncommon to find somo estates held by 30 or 
40 propristors, 

‘Tho result of these conditions is that the relations betwoon 
Iandlords ond tenants aro not vary satisfactory. ‘Tho lond- 
holdor is noocssavily at a distanco from the groator part of 
his soatterod land, and takes but little interest in the husband- 
mon, Instend of having a compact tonantry living togother, 
who could be dealt with in a oorpornto spirit, ho las tonants 
sonttored over 40 or 50 distant villages, with whom his only 
connection is tho poriodioal demand ‘for ront Bach prov 
prictor is onger to get every sorap of his land undor tillago ; 
not oan ho afford, like the territorial magnatos of Bengal, 
to leayo largo tracts for pasturago,—a parsimony that makes 
itsolf visible in tho misorablo condition of the cattle, His 
poverty further compels him to ruckerent tenants not protected 
by a right of oooupmoy. A hungry landlord cannot afford to 
be generous ‘Tho husbandmon on their side livo to bo contont 
with mall holdings. In order to got a largo holding, thoy 
would have to take land under two or hres propriotors, and would 
thus bo exposed to the aooumulated tyzanny of many mastors ; 
while if they wished to have a largo holding undor ove’ land- 
Jord, they would havo to tako ficlds in widely’ distant villagos, 
and would thus loso time in going to and fro, Lango farms aro, 
therofore, unknown, and the average area held by each tenant is 
Joss than 54 ncros. ‘Chis small area is comprised within 84 
differont holdings ; and at the last sottlomont it was found that 
in a number of reprosontative villagos no loss than 78 per cant. 
cof tho holdings wore under 2 acres in size, only 7 por cont, being 
‘over 5 aores and 3 por cont, over 10 acres in area. 
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OHAPTER XII. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 

‘Yam administration of the district is in chargo of the Collector ansmns- 
undor tho Commissioner of the Orissa Division, and for general "37% 
adtainisteative purposes it is divided into two subdivisions with Sxp 
headquarters at Balasoro and Bhadrakh. The headquarters seed 
subdivision is under the direct supervision of the Collector, who 

is assisted by a stat of throo Deputy Collectors with oocasionally a 
Sub-Doputy Collector; whilo the Bhadrakh subdivision is in 
charge of a Subdivisional Officer, sometimes a member of the 
Indian Civil Savice, who exercises tho powers of » Deputy 
Calador Su rvrane ‘natteg, foal ts\ soda by a Sub-Doputy 
Collector. He doos not, however, exoreiso original jurisdiction in 

any revenue matters except ront suits, all other revenue matters 
being dealt with by the staff at Balasore. Tho latter plao 
is also tho hoadquarters of the Exooutive Engincar in charge 
of tho Balasore Publio Works Division, and Ohindbili is tho 
hondquarters of the Port Officer of the Cuttack and Balascro 








‘Tho rovonuo of the district, under the maifi heads, inoreasod revaxvx 
from Rs, 6,69,000 in 1880-81, when tho income-tax had not been. 
imposed, to Re, 7,68,000 in 1890-91 and to Rs. 10,98,000 in 
1900-01. In 1905-06 it amounted to Rs. 11,95,000, of which 

Rs, 6,62,000 were derived from land revenue, Rs. 2,89,000 from 

excise, Rs. 1,45,000 from stamps, Rs. 81,000 from cotses and 

Re. 18,000 from inoome-tax. 

‘Tho collections of land revenue inoreased from Re. 4,11,000 tant 
in 1880-81 to Rs. 4,21,000 in 1890-91 and to Re. 6,25,000 im "enue. 
1900-01. In 1905-06 they amounted to Rs. 6,62,000, collected 
from 1,636 estates. Of these, 1,470 estates with demand of 
Rs, 6,83,500 are temporarily. settled, and 152 estates with a 
demand of Rs. 41,750 are permanently settled, while there aro 
14 estates with a demand of Rs. 36,000. held direct by 
Government. 

‘Tho next most important source of revenuo is excise, the prise, 
oocipte, from which inoveased from Re. 2,21,000 in 1895-96 to 
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Re. 2,89,000 in 1906-06, By far the greater part of this sum 
cvas obtained from the sale of opium, which realized 2) lakhs or 
86 por cant. of the total excise rovenue, ‘Tho people have always 
been greatly addicted to tho uso of tho drug, and an early 
account says that “the quantity of opium consumed by some is 
jnoredibly largo; many a poor wretch boggars his family to 
gratify this pemicious vico, ‘Choy will go to any oxtromes to 
obtain it, either in tho way of potty theft or daring burglary.” 
‘At the present day, tho consumption of opium is grontor then in 
any otbor Bengal district; the lowor classes espocially rogard it 
fs a provontivo of chills and fovor, and mon, women and childron 
alike look on it as an itom of their daily food. ‘There is ono 
shop for the sale-of the drug and its preparations to overy 14,877 
orsons, and the amount roalizod from duty and lioonso foos 
is Re, 2,842 for every 10,000 of tho population, as compared with 
tho average of Rs, 442 for the whole Province. Aftor opium, 
‘tho largest receipts are obtained from the duty and license foos 
loved on ganja, é.c., tho unimprognated dried floworing tops of the 
cultivated fomalo hemp plant (Cannabis indica), tho amount: thus 
realized boing Rs, 22,500 in 1905-06, ‘Tho total inoidenoe of 
tho revenuo nooruing from homp drugs is only Rs, 210 for ovory 
10,000, and the number of shops licensed to soll by retail is 
‘one to every 36,939 persons, 

‘Pho manufacture and selo of country epirit aro carried on 
tundor what is known as tho contract distillery system, which 
‘was introduced in 1906. Under this system the looal mantfacturo 
cf countzy spirit, has boon absolutely prohibited, and a contract 
Thos been mado “with tho Aska Distillery in Ganjam for tho 
supply of country spirit. ‘Tho oontraotors are forbidden to hold 

otail licenses for the sale of the spirit, but aro allowed tho 
roo uso of distillery and dopét buildings for the otorago of liquors, 
‘Tho spirit is brought from the Aska Distillery to the various 
‘opéts, and is thoro blondod and reduced to certain fixed strongthe, 
‘at which alone it may bo suppliod to retail vondors and sold by 
tho latter to consumers. In Balasore tho liquor is sold at 
10° U. P,, 8 tho opium vice is notoriously provalont and weaker 
Liquor has very little chanoo of succss. ‘Tho roceipts from 
iconso foos and duty on this epirit are far loss than in sny other 
Bengal district, amounting in 1905.06 to only Rs, 12,000, 
‘while the sale of the country fermented liquor known as féri 
brought in only Rs. 2,000. ‘Tho faot is that tho Oriya is far 
from being « hard drinker, and tho domand for liquor is so slight 
that it isfound. sufficient to havo ono retail shop for every 71,418 
‘persons;-the annual’ conmumption of country epirit is not more 
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than 8 proof gallons per 1,000, and the receipts from spirits 
‘and fermented liquor amount only to Rs. 145 per 10,000 of the 
population as compared with ls. 2,000 for the whole of Bengal. 

‘The revenue derived from the sale of stamps was Re, 79,500 Stamps. 

in 1895-96, and avoraged Rs. 94,000 per annum in the quinquen- 
nium onding in 1909-1900. During the five years ending in 
1004-05 the annual rooeipts averaged Rs, 1,22,000, ond in 
1906-06 they were Rs. 1,45,000. ‘he revenue from this sourco 
has thus nearly doubled itself in the last ten years, ‘The increase 
isduo mainly to the growth in the number of rent and civil 
suits, which is reflected in the sale of court-foo stamps realizing 
Re, 1,06,500 in 1905-06, as compared with Rs. 58,000 in 1895-96. 
‘There has been ao similar increase in the receipts from non- 
judicial stamps, which rose during the same period from 
Rs, 17,700 to Rs, 30,500 in consequence of the increase in’ the 
nurber of deeds of sale and mortgage, 

Road and public works cesses are, as usual, levied at tho Gers. 
maximum rate of one anna in the rapes, ‘The current demand 
is Rs. 80,000, of which tho groater part (Its, 67,000) is due from 
2,291 revenuc-paying estates, while Rs. 13,000 are payable by 
16,552 revonue-free estates. Tho number of recorded share~ 
holders of estates is 35,700. ‘Thoro are $4,983 tenures assessed 
to cossos with 52,441 share-holders ; and tho number of tenures 
is thus nearly double that of estates. The total demand of oosses 
is oqual to nearly one-eighth of the demand of land revenue 
(Rs, 6,61,000).. 

In 1895-06 tho inoomo-tex yielded Rs. 15,000 paid by 872 Incomes 
nssossoos, and in 1901-02 the amount dorived ffom the tax had t% 
inoreasod to Rs. 16,700 and the number of assossoes to 928. 
At that time the minimum income assesseble was Rs. 500, but 
this was raised to Rs. 1,000 in 1903, thereby affording relief 
fo a largo number of potty traders, money-lenders and olerks. 
The number of assessees has consequently fallen: off, and in 
1905-06 the tax brought in Rs. 17,600 paid by 392 assessses. 
In spite, therefore, of the decreaso in the number of assessees, 
due to the exemption from taxation of persons having incomes 
below Rs. 1,00, the collections have increased, owing to the 
growth of the income of merchants and dealers in food grains 
‘which has followed the opening of tho railway. 

‘There aro 4 offices for tho registration of assuranoes under nog 
Act TIL of 1877, one at the headquarters station and the others toa: 
at Bhadrakh, Dhamuagar end Jaleswar. At Balasore tho 
Special Sub-Registrar deals, as usual, with the documents presented 
there and assists tho District Magistrate, who is cx-officio District 
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Rogistear, in suporvising tho proosedings of the Rural Sub- 
Rogistraxs in charge of tho other registration offices. In tho fivo 
yours 1895-9 tho average number of documents rogistored 
onmually was 9,631 ; in tho next quinquonnium (1900-04) it was 
16,081 ; and in 1905 tho number roso to 17,484, ns shown in tho 
smn) Tmarginal —stato- 
non mou, which gi 
Trogiuared, | eesinte, | Bxponditure.| fy0 ee 
tios for that your. 
‘This romaricable 
inaroaso is chiosly 
attributable — to 
tho recent sottlo- 
mont, which has 
put into tho 
——— hands of ovory 
ryot a record clearly defining tho position and legal status of his 
holding. With tho facilities for transfor which such a record 
hhas plaoed jn. his possession, tho ryot naturally has rosorted moro 
largely to transfer, though the sottloment did not confor any now 
tight of tranefor. ‘Tho validity of such transfors still doponds 
upon the consent of tho zammdax, but. this is usually givon on 
payment of a bonus of 26 por cont. of tho consideration. ‘This 
rostrictod right of transfor is fast hardening into a custom, but this 
is not a mattor for anxioty, as the purchasors usually bolong to tho 
samo class as the sellers, 

‘With tho inorgaso in the number of dooumonts rogistored, there 
has been a corresponding inoreaso in the xoosipts and a consider- 
able surplus over the exponditure, ‘Tho average annual rooeipts 
during the quinquenninm 1895-09 were Rs. 9,300 and the expondi- 
tare was Rs, 6,600; in tho 5 years ending in 1904 tho averago 
was Rs, 14,250 and Rs. 9,100 respectively ; and as shown above, 
tho receipts were Rs. 14,535 and the oxpondituro Re. 9,838 in 
1905. : 

‘Tho judicial staff entertained for the administration of oivil 
justioo consists of a Munsif stationed at Balasore and another 
Munsif at Bhadrkh, who are subordinate to the District and 
Bessions Judgo ; tho latter is Judge of Outtack and Puri and 
hhas jurisdiotion in this distiot also, In reoont yoars, there has 
‘been a considerable inorease in tho number of civil suits insti- 
tuted; owing to the xooont settlement, the opening of the railway, 
tho general growth of trado, and.tho consequent dovelopment of 
Dusines relations; and a Munsifl was accordingly established at 
‘Bhiadtekh in 1900, - The imoréage in thé number of rent suits, in 
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‘partioular, has been very remarkable, amounting to over 100 
per cent, in the 5 years ending in 1904. This is attributed 
chiefly to the fact that the land revenue demand was enhanced 
at the recent settlement and the samindars cannot now afford to 
allow large arrears to remain outstanding, as they were accustomed, 
todo when they enjoyed larger profits. Also the settlement 

records havo given inoreased facilities to tho zamindir to prove 
the area and the annual rental of their tonants' holdings, which 
‘wore formerly subjects of dispute that many zamindirs shrunk 
from bringing bofore the Courts, as they had no thoroughly 
reliable records of their own, ‘The issue is now practically 
confined to tho amount of the arrears, and the result is that 
the majority of suits are uncontested. 

‘Thero ig also another reason why the landlords have'resorted 
more largely to civil suits since the settlement. Formeily 
the poorer pa/i or non-resident ryot was a mere tenant-at-will, 
who was summarily evicted if he fell into arrears with his 
ront, and any man willing to pay thé balance of rent was 
installed in his place, Armed with the record of rights, the 
poorest tenant oan now sucosssfully resist this form of tyranny, 
and the results of many criminal onses have taught the landlord 
that a suit in the Rovonue Court is a much safer means of 
roolixing an sxrear of rent than forcible dispossession of the 
dofaulter or illogal distraint of his crop. The increase of rent 
suits i, at lonst to this extent, a healthy sign of the develop- 
mont of tenant right, and the fact that this inorense has been 
‘accompanied by a diminution in the proportion gf oontasted euses 
shown that there is yet no tndeney on tho part ofthe tenant: to 
throw dosignod obstacles in the way of the 

Criminal justice is administerod by the District Judge, who is cvinina! 
also Sessions Judge, the District Magistrate, and the various mt 
Deputy and Sub-Doputy Magistrates’ at the Weijosiend and 
subdivisional stations. ‘The sanctioned staff at Balasore oonsista, 
fn addition to the District Magistrate, of 2 Deputy Megistratos 
‘of the first class and one Deputy Magistrate of the second or 
third class, Besides these officers, a Sub-Depaty Magistrate with. 
third class powers is sometimes posted to the head-quarters station, 
‘The Subdivisional Officer of Bhadrakh is almost invariably a 
Magistrate of the frst olass, and is generally astisted by a Sub- 

Deputy Magistrate vested with second or third class powers. In 
addition to tho stipendiary Magistrates,- there are benches of 
Honorary Magistrates at Balasore, Bhadrakh ond Ohéndbili, 
exercising second class powers. ond composed of 11, 9 ond 6 
momibers respectively.» One or riors of the Honorary Magistrates 
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at Balasore may sit with any solaried or Honorary Magistrate 
appointed by the District Magistrato, and thus form a bench for 
tho trial of offences committed in the headquarters subdivision. 
‘Tho Port Officer has also the power of a shipping master under 
‘Act I of 1852 and has heen vested with the powers of a Magisizato 
ofthe second alass, ‘Tho District Magistrate is cx-offeio Assistant 
to the Superintendent of tho Orissn ‘Tributary Mahils and has the 
powers of a Sessions Judge in Nilgiri, Mayiirbhanj and Keonjhar. 

‘Tho Oriyas are genorally a law-nbiding people, Organized 
crime by professional criminals is almost unknown and has hitherto 
“heen confined to occasional drugging and robbing of pilgrims on 
the Jagannéth rond and to an occasional decoity, ‘The country 
hes now boen opened up by the railway, and it is feared that tho 
peace which it has hitherto enjoyed may be disturbed by foroign 
-eriminals, Recently also the sottloment had a distwhing in- 
fluence upon the relations of landlords end tenants end upon the 
economio condition of the country generally; while high prices 
and tho influx of foreigners, as well as the introduction of railway 
‘communication, are causes which must have had somo effect upon 
criminal statistics, Tho Provinco has now recovered from its 
temporary ouleversement, and is sottling down into normal eondi- 
tions. But it is not to bo expected that Orissa will ever again bo 
so. immune from crime as it was in its days of peaceful isolation. 

For police purposes the district is divided into 9 thanas or 
police circles, viz., Balasore, Baliapél, Basta, Jaleswar and Soro 
in the headquarters subdivision; and Bhadrakh, Basudebpur, 
Chindbali ond Dhamnagar in the Bhadrakh subdivision. ‘There 
are also 11 independent outposts, viz., in the hendquarters sub- 
division, Remand under the Balasore thine, Bhogrii and Panch- 
palli under Balitpal, Rajghit ond Singlé, under Basti, Nampo 
under Jeleswar, and Anentepur, Khair and Similia under Soro; 
and in the Bhadrakh subdivision Bont under Bhadrakh and 
Akshuapadé under‘Dhamnagar. Phere are thus 20 centres for the 
investigation of crime. ‘Phe regular police foroe consisted in 1905, 
of the District Superintendent of Police, 4 Inspootors, 80 Sub- 
Tnspootors, ‘20 Head Constables and 830 constables, and there was 
one policeman to every 62 square miles and to every 2,718 of 
tho population, In Balasore town there is a small body of town 
polioo consisting of 2 Head Constables, 4 constables, 4 dafadare 
and 26 town chaukidars, The railway police force includes 2 
Head Constables and 5 constables. ‘The rural police forco is 
composed of 1,549 ohautidars and 140 dafadara, and there is one 
chaubidar to every 691 inhabitants. For the administration of the 
village police system, the district is divided into 140 unions (79 in, 
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the headquarters and 61 in the Bhadrakh subdivision) with an 
average of 11 olaukidars each ; the incidence of e/aultdari tax is 
anna 14 por hend, and the chaukidare reosive a salary of Rs. 4 9 
month, 

There is a sooond class district jail at Balnsoro and a subsie Jans, 
diary jail at Bhadrakh, which has aooommodation for 14 prisoners; 
it is moroly a look-up, all but short-torm prisoners being sont to 
tho diatriot jail nt Balasore, ‘Tho latter has accommodation for 
105 prisonors, viz for 105 male convicts, 9 female convicts and 
17 undor-trial prisonors, while thoro aro edlls fix 4 prisoners and 
hospital for 20 pationts, ‘Tho industries carried on in tho 
aro ofl-prossing, weaving of conse cloth, earpet making, cane and 
bamboo work and the manufacture of coir fibro; cooo-nut husks 
being easily obtainable, coir pounding is tho chief industry, 
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LOOAL SELP-GOVERN MENT, 
Txx _ Ovretoe the municipality of Balasore the administration of 
PUEMO® Logul affairs xéata with the Distriot Board assisted by tho Looal 
Boards constituted for each subdivision and by tho Union 
Committees mentioned below. ‘ho District Board consists of 
16 members, of whom five aro nominated by Government and 
eight are elected, while three are ex-offoio members, Its average 
annual inoomo during the 10 yours ouding in 1901-02 was Re, 78,000, 
of which Rs. 33,000 wore derived from Provincial rates, and the 
average annual exponditure was Rs, 81,000, of which Re, 88,000 
‘woro spent on civil works, Rs. 27,000 on education and Rs, 4,000 
on modioal relief, In 1905-06 its income was Re, 1,03,000 
(exoluding an oponing balanoo of Rs. 21,000), tho principal receipts 
boing Re. 89,000 derived from rates, Rs, 28,000 contributed by 
* Government and Rs, 20,700 obtained from oivil works. Hore, as 
elsewhere, the Provincial rates form tho chiof source of income, 
but the total incidence of taxation is light, boing only 1 anna 
10 pies por head of tho population, The expenditure in tho 
samo year was Rs, 90,000, of which Rs, 98,600 wore spent on 
civil works, Re. 84,650 on education and Re, 6,200 on medical 
rilict. 

‘Tho District Board maintains 307 miles of road, of which 40 
miles aro motalled and 267 miles are unmetalled, besides a number 
of village roads with a length of 187 miles; tho expenditure on 
maintaining those ronds in 1905-06 was Rs. 122, Rs, 18 and 
Bis, 16 per mile respectively. It also keops up 77 pounds, under 
the control of a Pound ‘ind Ferry Inspector, which bring in an 
inoome of Rs, 5,000, Its educational expenditure is devoted to 
maintaining 2 Middlo schools and to aiding 18 schools of the samo 
lass, 66 Upper Primary schools, 866 Lower Primary schools, and 
9 other schools, including 6 schools for tho education of children 
of aboriginal dosoont. It also maintains 4 dispensaries and aids 2 
others, and recently on itinerant Civil Hospital Assistant has 
tbeon appointed, as an experimental measure, to visit the markets 
in the Goverament estates in the Bhadrakh subdivision and afford 
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‘medical reliof to the poorer classes attending them. Altogether 6-4 
per cont. of the ordinary income of the Board is expended on 
modioal relief and sanitation, It also maintains a veterinary 
dispensary at Balasore, and, when necessary, doputes itinerant 
Vetorinary Assistants to deal with outbreaks of opidemio disease 
among cattle in thé interior. 

It is reported that tho Distriot Board is a most useful instita- 
tion which works vory satistaotorily.+ It is said that it represents 
tho best and most eduoated classes of tho district and that 
influential gentlemen of high standing are anxious to belong to it, 

Local Boords have been constituted for the headquarters and Looax 
Bhadrakh subdivisions. ‘The eystem of election which obtains in Bs 
some parts of Bengal has not beon introduced, and the members 
are nominated by Government, The Balasore Lowl Board 
consists of 12 mombers, of whom ton are nominated and two aro 
ex-officio members, and the Bhadrakh Tooal Board has 11 
members, all of whom aro nominated, ‘Tho functions of these 
bodics‘are unimportant, consisting mainly of the administration 
of village roads; the Balasore Looal Board, in particular, is said 
to have very little to do, and is chiefly useful as a rosorve from 
which to fill up vacancies in the District Board. 

‘There are 6 Union Committees, viz., Borhampur, Bhadrakh, usd 
Taleswar, Remun6 and Soro, all established in. 1896. hoy onoh C- 

_ have an area of 10 square miles and o population varying from ** 
10,278 to 10,843, ‘They are practically extinot and exist only in 
name; in tho lest annual report it is said—‘No work was 
dono by any of the Committees during the year. They were 
given somo work in previous years, butthe Committees were found 
to bo utterly indifferent and nothing was dons.” 

‘Tho Balasore Municipality is the only municipality in the wexzor. 
distzict. It was established in 1877, ond its affairs are adminis. "#47 
tered by a Municipal Board consisting of 18 mombers, of whom 
five are nominated and twelve are elected, while one is an e2-ofiaio 
member, ‘Tho area within munioipal limits is 5 equare miles, and 
the number of xato-payers is 3,850 or 15°9 por cent. of the popula 
tion, ‘Tho averago annual income for the'decade ending in 1901-02 
was Rs. 18,000, In 1905-06 the income was Rs. 21,800, the 
main source ‘of income being a tax on persons (or property tax), 
levied according to the oiroumstances and. property of the assessees, 
which brought in Rs. 10,000, ‘Phere was also a conservancy rate, 
levied according to tho valuation of holdings at 6 pies per rupoo, 
which realized Rs. 2,000 ; the same amount was obtained from a 
tax on animals and vehicles, while a tax om houses and lands 
brought in Re, 1,300. ‘The total income from municipal rates 

x 
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and taxos was Rs, 16,850, and the inoidenoe of texation was 
only 12annas por hend of the population, ‘Tho expendituyo in 
‘the same year was Re, 19,500, of which Rs. 5,500 or 28 por 
cont, were spent on conservancy, and Rs, 5,000 or 26°6 per cent. 
on publio works, Besides this, Rs, 4,500 or 23°83 por cont, wero 
expanded one modical rolfof, a highor porodhtago than in any 
other munioipality in Orissa oxcopt Put. 
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OHAPTER XIV. 


EDUOATION, 


Norra porhaps illustrates tho progvoss of Orissa under British pansy 
rule moro clomly than the history of tho sproad of education wisroxx 
aniong its pooplo, ‘Cho contrast botwoon the low estimation in Srmrow,, 
which carly obsorvors hold their intalloctual eapacities and tho 
standard which thoy have now ronchod is vory striking. Orissa 
was dosoribed as tho Bapotia of India, and its poople as equally 
ignorant and stupid ; it was oitod as a proof of tho povorty of thoir 
qualifications that the principal official posts had to bo filled by 
foroignors; and the roason nssignod for this was that it was 
impowiblo to find Oriyts of suilliont ability for postions of 
rosponsibility ayd trust. Whon wo frat aoquired the Provinoo in 
1803, thero was soaxooly a singlo native of Orissa in Government 
employ. ‘Tho language of tho courts and publio offtoos was Porsian, 
and it was not till 1805 that ordors wore pnased that in all writton, 
communications with tho natives of the Provinoo the subjeot 
should bo written in Oriya as woll as in Persian, This order 
nooessitatod the omployment of Oriya muharrirs, who? though 
skilful enough with their iron pon and bundle of palm-leaves, 
were almost helpless whon roquired to write on paper with an 
ordinary pon. They aro said to have beon slow in acquiring any 
facility’ in this method of writing, ignorant of businoss in goneral, 
and especially of the now Hnglish mothod of revenue accounts, 
All the best ministerial appointments were consequently in the 
hands of Bongali clorks, who, attracted by the high pay that had 
to bo offered to prooure the requisite standard of officianoy, Left 
their homes in Bengal, and bringing their families with them, 
sottled in the Provinoo and became naturalized Oriyas,’ * 

‘Thé baokwardnoss of education in Orissa during the first halt 

‘ éontury of British ralo has boon graphically desoribed by Six 

William Hunter. “Government, ” ho writes, “‘not less than tho 
‘missionaries, long found itself baffled hy the obstinate orthodoxy 
of Orissa, Until 1833 no schools worthy of the namo existed 

Tom iniabled to Taba Divya Soha Misra, 4x, Dopuly Tuapestor of Schools 
Yotasor, for atustanc in propaving this chapter, 
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except in the two or threo little bright spots within the circle of 
missionary influence, Throughout the length and breadth of the 
Provinoo, with its population of 2} million of souls, all was dark- 
ness and superstition, Hore and thers, indeed, a pandit tought 
‘a few lads Sanskrit in a cornor of somo rich landholder’s mansion ; 
and the larger villages had a sort of hedgo-school, where half a 
dozen boys squatted with the master on the ground, forming the 
alphabot in the dust, and ropoating the multiplication tablo ins 
parrot-like sing-song. Any ono who could write a sontonoo or 
two on o palm leat passed for a mon of letters, In 1838 
Government entered the field, and opened an English and a 
Sanskrit school at Puri. But theso institutions proved altogether 
unable to make head against the tide of ignorance, and bigotry, 
and presmntly sunk beneath the flood, In 1841 we opened a 
higher olass English school at Cuttack, which aftor a long series 
of conflicts and discourngements still survives as the principal sont 
of education in the Provinoe, During Lord Hardingo’s admin- 
istration two vernacular schools wore set agoing in 1845 ; another 
one in 1848; and in 1853 an English school was founded in 
Balasore, while tho one at Puri was resuscitated, In 1854 arrived 
the famous Educational Despatch which was to bring western 
enlightenment home to the eastern races. Yet for several years 
afterwards, the inorease of schools throughout yast Provinoos 
“like Orissa has still to be counted by units. In three great 
Government estates (Khurda, Banki and Angul) wo managed 
between, 1855 and 1850 to set on foot 19 clemontary schools ; but 
in the latter year the total number for all Orissa, with close on 
8 millions of people, amounted to only 29, Tho truth is, tho 
whole population was against us. Such little suocess as our 
schools obtained they owed, not to the Oriyas themselves, but to 
the Bengali families whom our Courts and publio offtoes brought 
into the Province, Thus, of thé 58 Orissa students who up to 
1868 reached even the moderate standard exacted by the Caloutta 
University at its Entranoo Exominations, only 10 were nativo 
Oriyas, while 48 belonged to immigrant families 

‘The Brahmans had hitherto held the monopoly of education 
and kept it striotly in their own hands; and casta prejudice and 
religious superstition wore the groat obstacles in the way of pro- 
gress. Tho Government schools were looked upon as infidel 
inventions; and even as lato as 1860, a loamed Oriya, on being 
‘appointed to the orthodox post of Sanskrit teacher in the Puri 
school, was excluded for a year or two from the Brabmanicel 
orders, and stormy discussions took place as to whether he should 
not be formally expelled from his oaste. In spite, howover, of such 
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‘opposition, Stato eduontion slowly, but surely, mado its way in 
Orissa. In 1848-49 there were but 9 schools, with a total 
attendance of 279 pupils, out of a population of 3 million souls; 
but during tho noxt ten yoars tho number of schools inoreasod to 
29, and of pupils to 1,036; while at tho close of the third 
decennial. period, ¢,, in 1868-69, they numbered 63 schools with 
4,043 pupils. 
‘Until 1869, howover, no machinery existed in Orism for 
training teachers, and tho lack of qualified instructors was ‘ono of 
the greatest difficulties experienced in ostablishing and maintain- 
ing schools, Tn that yoor, Government opened a Normal, school 
in Cuttaok town, at which young men wore instructed with the 
objoot of qualifying thom to become teachers in their turn. 
the conclusion of tho course of training, theso young men dispersed 
through the Provinoo, and, settling in tho villages, did much to 
bring education home to the ignorant peasantry. ach teacher 
collected as much as ho could in money and rice from tho villagers 

‘who sont their children to his school, and received a small weokly 
stipend from Government so long as ho discharged his duty 
properly, A considerable number of schools of this sort were 
gradually opened, and no monsure was more succossful in broake 

| ing down tho banoful influenoos of casto and in popularizing 
education. 

Tn Balasore tho numbor of schools recognized by Government paoon 
rosa from 2 in 1856-57 to 28 in 1870-71, and the number of ¢7 wr" 
pupils from 99 to 1,262, Botween 1871 and 1886 a still moro 
remarkable dovelopmont took place, Sir George Campboll’s 
scheme of educational reform, whioh. extended tho grant-in-aid 
rules to hitherto unaided schools, camo into operation in 1872, 

end many indigenous institutions being thus brought under the 
departmental eystom, tho number of inspected schools further 
increased by 1875 to 217 with an attendance of 5,072 pupils, 
‘The advanco of education during the next decade ‘was rapid and 
sustained, and in 1886 some 37,707 pupils woro under instruo- 

tion in 2,805 publio institutions. ‘The number of schools was * 
thus 82 times, ‘and that of scholars 80 times as great as in 1871, 
‘This extraordinary rate of progress has not been kept up; in the 
ton years ending in 1895 the work was hindored by failure of the 
crops in several years, and the number of schools fell to 2,156 and 
the attendance to 85,827; and the last ten years have witnessed. 
similar falling off in ‘tho number of schools. ‘These numbered 
1,758 on tho 1st March 1906, but on the ‘other hand there was 
considerable increas in the: number of pupils, which rose to 
87,687 ; and besides theso, thore aro 72 schools, with 644 pupils, 
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which do not conform to any ,doparimental standard and aro 
outside tho Edueation Department system. ‘Thus during the past 
decade, the public institutions in tho district havo decreased 
by 403, but they havo reosived an accossion of 1,860 pupils ; 
and ths porfod has thus boon ono of consolidation rathor than 
oxpansion, 

“Even #0, howover, the mumbor of childven is practically tho 
samo 0a in 1885 ; and tho numbor of scholars studying in Primary 
schools has actually deoreased during thoeo 20 yoars—a result 
which is attributed to soveral oueos, At first tho Eduoation 
Department had to deal with a portion of the population living 
inthe more populoas and accossible parts of the district, whioh 
was moreover woll-to-do and alive to tho valuo of education ; and 
in theso cixoumstanoos progress was comparatively onsy, ‘hore 
in now a much moro dificult problom to bo fa00d, na tho bonolits of 
education have to be conveyed to tho poorer poasants and low 
castes, who havo for generations been content to livo in ignoranoo 
‘and axe indifferent to scholastic instruction, whilo tho offorts of 
the educated classes axo more readily diroctod to English than 
‘ventficular education, 

‘At tho oonsus of 1901 it was found that 7°8 por cont; of the 
population (16°7 malos and 0-4 fomalos) could road and writo; 
and the educational rotwmns for 1905.06 show that thero aro 35:7 
children at echool to ovory thousand of tho population, that thoro 
is ono school to every 1°1 squaro milo and to overy,2'34 villngos, 
and that the proportion of boys under instruction to boys of 
school-going ago is 40-1 por cont, 

The inspooting stat of tho distriot oonsists of a Deputy 
Inspector of Schools, 6 Sub-Inspoctors and 21 Inspeoting Pandita, 
all of whom are subordinate to the Inspector af Schools, Oxissa, 
Division, 

‘There aro no colleges in tho'district, ‘Tho number of High 
Hoglish schools, é.., schools teaching up to the Fntranco Hxame 
ination of the Caleatta University, ros from ono in 1870-71 to 
8 in 1888-84, and finally to 4 in 1905.06; during tho same threo 
periods tho number of scholars attending them inoxeasod from 
129 to 844 and 581 respectively, Of those four schools, two, vin. 
tho Balasoro Zila School and the Baptist Mission High School, 
re in tho town of Balnsora; the third is at tho hondquartors 
station of the outlying subdivision of Bhadzakh, whilo tho fourth 
in, at Lakshonndth, a villago in tho novth of tho district, A. 
considerable proportion of the boys roading in thoso schools aro tho 
sons of Bongali immigrants, Governmont servants and profes 
sional men earning’ their livelihood in the’ district, ‘The Zila 
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tccol is muinianed by Government, wil the rut ae aided by 

it under tho grant-in-aid rules. ‘The annual cost of educating 

ach pupil is Rs, 32-6, tho oost to publio funds boing Re. 6-5, 

Pho total number of candidates sont up to the Entrance exam. 

ination of 1906 was 20, of whom 6 only were successful. ‘The 

principal chango recently introduced in the currioulurt of theso 

schools is that in tho lower classes, which wore formerly conduotod 

on what is oallod tho English basis, tho vernacular, Oxiyk or 

Bengali, has now boin mao tho medium of instraotion, and that 

candidates for tho Middlo English Scholaship examination aro 

now boing soleoted from tho 6th class, 

The number of Middle English schools teaching up to tho middle 

. Middlo Scholarship oxamination, in whioh Hoglish forms past of Bralsh 

‘the recognized course of studies, incroasod from 2in 1872-78 to" 

4in 1884-85 and to 11 in 1905-06. Of these 11' schools, three 

in tho town of Balasoro are aided by tho Education Department, 

7 ro aided hy tho District Board, whilo ono is an unaided 

institution. 

"Tho third cluss of secondary schools consists of the Middle yiaae 
‘Vornaoular schools, which touch up to tho Middle Scholarship ,but Verne 
in which tho vornaoular is the only xocognizod course of ‘ft 
‘Tho mamber of schools of this cla# owe from 10. in. 1872-73. 
14 in 1883-84, and finally to 14 in 1905-06 ; of thoso 16 schools, 

2 at Bastd and Gujidarada oro managod by tho Disteiot Board, 
11 aro aided by it, and 2 are unaided. 'Thoso schools are no longer 
popular, athe poople generally attach but mall value to e purely” 
vornacitlar education, 

In 1872-78 there wore only 3,474 children receiving instruo- parscany 
tion in 172 Primary schools, but tho noxt deoudo was ono of 280 
phenomenal growth, tho number of schools increasing to 2111” 
in 1888-84, and the number of pupils to 32,915. On the Blast 
March 1906 thore were 1,571 primary institutions in the district, 
at which 81,542 pupils wero under instruction ; of these, 30,583 
wero Hindus, 629 wore Muhammadans, 42 wore native Ohvistians, 
and 288 wore children of aboriginal dosoont, such as Santals, 
Bhuiyis and Kols, for whom 8 schools have beon opened. The 
cost, of oduonting oach pupil is Rs. 2-12 per annum, of which no 
sharo is borne by the State, Tho slight decroase in the total num- 
bor of schools noticeable during the first decade and tho consider 
able decrease which has occurred during the Inst of tho decades aro 
attributod to tho diseppotranco of ephemeral gchools under the 
prossuro of competition ; small and inoficioht institutions have 
closed thoir doors, and tho pupils have transforrod thomsolyes in 
greatly inorensing numbers to larger and more efficient sohdbls 
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‘Those which havo survived havo boon given grentor stability by 
the new system of grants-in-aid, under which thoy recoive small 
quarterly grants supplemented by furthor allowances at tho closo 
of the year; the system of paymont by rosults, which wos 
proviously in vogue, has boon abolished, ond the payments are now 
dependent on tho goneral oondition of the school, ns nsoortainod 
by inspections in situ, 

‘The number of special schools inorensed from 1 in 1870-71 
to 24 in 1905-06 ond tho number of students from 30 to 438; 
thoy include all tho institutions at whioh instruction of a special 
kind is given, such os training and technical schools and 
Sanskrit fols, ‘There aro in all 4 training schools, 8 for masters 
and 1 for school mistrossos, in the district. OF tho first threo 
schools, one at Balasoro is a second grado guru training school, 
which is maintained by Govarmmont and proparos Assistant 
Pondits of Middlo schools and Hond Pandits of Upper Primary 
schools, whilo the other two at Astipur and Dolaeihi, which are 
also managed by the Department, aro third grado or subdivisional 
‘guru training echools, at which Primary school tonchers are 
trained, ‘Fomale tonchors recoive instruction at a training class for 
sistrossos, establishod: by tho Buptist Mission in connootion with 
tho Middlo Vernacular school at Sintipux, which is aided from 
Provincial rovenuos. ; 

‘In 1895-96 tho number of technical and industrial schools in 
tho district was only ono, viz,, that at Alélpur, which was-attondod 
by 21 pupil, By 1906 a sooond had beon opened undor 
miséionary management at Sintipur, and on tho Siet March 1906 
tho total number of pupils attending thoso institutions was 03, 
‘Weaving with tho aid of ordinary and fly-shuttlo looms, sewing, 
oarpontry, cane-work and gardening aro the ohif subjects taught 
in, these schools, ‘Tho school at Sintipur is doing good work 
among the aboriginals of tho locatity. 

In 1805-96 there wera only 9 Sanskrit tole with a total 
attendance of 146 pupils, but during the next 10 years, iv. on 
the S1st March 1906 tho fof had increased to 18 and the num- 
ber of pupils to 293, ‘Twolvo of thoso institutions aro aided 
and the rest are unaided. Among the most successful may be 
mentioned the Srixim Ohandra Tol at Balasore. 

In 1870-71 thore were 189%girls reociving instruction, and 
only 4 schools had been opened ; 128 girls? schools have now been 
established, and tho number of pupils has xisen to 8,884, Of 
those schools, three, ono at the district headquarters, one at 
Taleswar and ono at Sntipur, which are all under the manages 
ment of the Baptist’ Mission, tench up to the Middlo Vernacular 
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stondard, 3 aro Upper Primary ond 122 aro Lower Primary 
schools,” ‘These Lower Primary schools include 16 zandna classes 
taught by peripatetio Obristian toachors, working under the supor- 
intendenoe of missionary ladios, who instruct 252 -pardanashin 
Hindu ladies in their homos, ‘There aro also two Kindergarton 
girls’ schools, ono in the town of, Balasoro and tho other at 
Sentipur, which aro working vory satisfactorily. 

Tho most noticeable foatnro of femalo eduoation in tho district 
is that, owing to the increased popularity of co-eduostion, as many 
as 8,701 girls (which is almost oqual to ‘tho number receiving 
instruction in girls’ schools) attend boys? schools; and in this 
respect Balasore oo¢upies perhaps the highest position among 
Bongal districts. Spociak moasures havo reosntly boon adopted for 
onoouraging female education, such as tho establishment of Model 
Primary schools for girls both by Government and by the District 
Board, the employment of female teachers in greater numbers, 
and the appointment of peripatetio darzis and sewing mistresses 
to teach sowing in girls? schools. Notwithstanding all theso 
cfforts, the progress of female eduoation is hardly equal to that of 
the male population, and female education is still very backward, 
Considering, howover, how intense is tho orthodoxy of the Oriya, 
tho advanoo hns boon on the whole very great; and in this conneo- 
tion the following remarks may he quoted from tho Government 
Resolution on tho Gonoral Administration Report of tho Orissa 
Division for the quinquennial period 1900-01 to 1904-05:—“The 
Lieutonant-Governor is gratified to note that remarkable progress 
hhas boon mado in education among girls during recent years, 
This has beon particularly marked in Balasore. At the close of 
the last quinquennium the number of girls under instruction in 
that distriot was given as 2,005. In 1904-05 tho number had 
risen to 7,462, or by almost 950 per cont.” 
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CHAPTER XV, 


« GAZETPRER, 


ArarisSeo Ohindbali. 
alerimgarhi—Villago in tho hendguarters subdivision, 
situated 9 miles enst of Balasore near the mouth of the Buxtbas 
Inng. ‘Tho villago formerly contained an Hnglish cloth factory, 
which was attacked by a forces of Maritht horse in 1748, _ 
tho lattor woro repulsed by tho lovies of tho Nawab. Writ 

in 1822, Stirling rofors to tho plaoo as follows:—"'Tho English 
had a fino country houso surrounded with gardens at a pllaco 
callod Balrimgerbi, near tho goa, tho romains of which may still 
bo soon, and will always bo viewod with intorost from ite having 
afforded a temporary shelter to soveril of the Company's sorvante, 
whon Caloatta was captured by the armios of Seraj ud Dowlah, 
in 1766 .A.D.” ‘Tho villogo was destroyed by tho ayclono of 
1831 ond has nover sinoo regained its prospority. 

Balasore.—Tho principal town and administrative hond- 
quartors of tho distriot, situated in 21° 80’ N. and 85° 56” ,, on 
the right bank of the Burabinang river, 18 miles from its mouth, 
though only 7 milos in a direot line from the soa, Popular tradie 
tion asoribes tho dorivation of the namo to Mahideo Banoswar, 
whoso tomple still stands in old Balnsoro, ‘The logond rune that 
Banoswar was a domon ving in tho Dwipara Juga, the third 
of tho Hinda ages, who dwolt in tho portion of the town now 
Known as Sunahat, a name (sonila or bloody) Which recalls the 
fight betwoon Banoswar's men and his daughter's lover Prndyumna, 
the son of Krishna, who oamo to steal her, ‘This demon, 
it is said, ostablishod and named aftor himself tho shrino of 
Banoswar, and. it was his custom very morning to repair to this 
and to four other temples, Gaxgareswar nt Remuné, Khajuros- 
war near Shergazh, Bakroswar in tho villago of Bankeswar and 
‘Mavi Nagoswar in ‘Bardhanpur; after haying worshipped at each 
shrine and thus accomplished a journey of 40 miles, he would 
roturn to his paleo at midday. ‘Tho credulons still point to two 
tanks as marking tho sito of this palace and to the remains of the 
moat round the dwelling of his daughter Usa, whose name again 
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still survives in that of ‘the villago Usimerha or moro proporly 
‘Uniberh, tho dwelling place of Usi, 

‘Tho nome Balasore has boon explained as being » corruption 
of Baloswar, i.e, tho young lord Krishna, or of Banoswar, 
meaning the lord of the forost ; but it seems more probable that 
it is a corruption of Bantsurn, tho forost domon. It is notioonblo 
thot tho four images connooted with tho logend faco westwards, 
whilo othor Hindu images fac oastwards, and it is probablo 
that the namo datos back to a timo when tho countxy was under 
Sorost and aboriginal domon worship provailed. 

Balasoro doos not como into prominenoo till nftor the Muham- gtistry, 
madan conquest, when a number of tho soldiorstof Kala Patt 
sottled down at Kasha, nowsa suburb of tho town. Ths riso as a 
commercial town doos not Ante further back than tho beginning 
ofthe 17th century, when tho fine muslins’and cotton fabrios 
woven by its wonvers bogan to attraot attontion, Tt was at this 
timo a favourite resort of the Mughal Goyornor Mir Taki Khan, 
who built tho masonry tank and reservoir and tho mosquo and 
gardons known ns Kitlom Rasil. ‘Taki Khan is still remembered 
at Balasore, whero his character for pioty stands high. A curious 
-logond is current that his devotions used to be disturbed by the 
clashing of cymbals which nooompanied tho worship of a Vaish- 
nave, Nanda Gostin, whose templo is in Malikispur, a suburb of 
tho town. ‘Toki Khin, aooordingly, prohibited th noiso, but 
tho some evening, when the naubat or boating of drums ot sunset 
‘was to take plaoo, none of the drums would sound ; and this stato 
of things continued till tho prohibition was withdrawn, when tho 
drums again sounded as ysual. 

In 1740 Murshid Kult Khin, the Governor of Orissa, rebelled 
against Alt Vardi Khan, and tho two armies mot at a place near 
Balasore. Mr, Boomos ns identified tho battle-field with a place 
mile north of tho Civil Station whore a long ridgo of high 
land slopes down into tho marshes botwoen the Nuniajori and 
Burdbulang sivers near tho villages of Hariyiur and Dohopari, 
‘Tho river surrounds this lod on 3 sides, and it was thus 
admirably suited for « oamp of defonco; but this advantage was 
rooklossly thrown away by tho son-in-law of tho reboliious 
Governor, who rashly ndvanoed to moot tho Nawih and was 
complotoly dofoated by him. A plaoo a little to tho south of 
this onmp, on tho high land now ocoupied by the station, wos 
nibsoquontly tho soono of a battle botwoon Ali Vardi Khin and 
‘tho Martthis. In 1751 Balasoro was given up to tho latter. 

In thoso days tho town consistod principally of the bazars 
which hd grown up rownd tho English and Dutch settlements 
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and of the suburbs lying along tho river, thon as now chiefly 
inhabited by Muhammadans, such as Kasbi, Muhammadpur and 
Nurpur. Tt was tho hoadquarters of the Maratha offlors called 
Faujiara, and various parts of the town havo names rooalling their 
rosidonoo in it, ‘Tho villago of Bhaskarganj was s0 called after 
the Fajdar Bhaskar Pandit (cirea 1700) ; Lala Kishor Rei is 
said to havo founded tho Lalla Bazar noar Barabati and to havo 
built « Baxadwiri or twolvo-doored palnco near that place; and 
‘Motiganj, now tho contro of tho town and the prinoipal markot- 
place, was founded by Motirim (1785-90), while tho last Maratha 
Faujdar Mayiri Pondit lived on tho site where the prosent 
Fagannith tomplo stands, The rest of tho town was covered with 
junglo and sorub, and tho main rond,was that to Jagannath, which 

ran through the town past tho Gargaria tank to Phulwar Ghat. 
‘The town was finally captured by tho British in 1808. during 
the Marithi war. A foroo of about 1,000 mon sot sail from 
Calcutta and landed at Jimpada now Gabgiion, a villago adjoin- 
ing old Balasoro on tho cast and 3 miles bolow the present town, 
‘They advanced along tho river and were not opposod by tho 
Morttht horse till they wore close to Baliaghit just bolow 
ag Burubati, Horo thero was a short skirmish with a body of 
ig ‘Marithé horso; and tho British rushing forward attnoked the 
‘Marith& fort, which stood on tho sito of tho old salt gold, and 
toon took possossion of it. ‘Tho Marithts mado but a faint 
resistance, and quickly evaouated tho place, which tho British 

quietly oooupied. 

Buropoan Tho ohiof historfoal interest of Balasoro, howover, lies in the 
weitlo- aot that it contained somo of tho earliest Huropoan sottlomonts 
established in Bengal. As stated in Chapter II, the first English 
faotory was established there by Ralph Cartwright in 1683 in 
rosponse to an invitation from Mir Kasim, who is described as 
boing “ Governor of a town called Bollasorye, © soa-town where 
shipping was built,”—“a great soa-town,” as it is called elsewhere 
in Bruton’s acoount,-“wheroto much shipping bolonged and many 
hips and other vessels built.” ‘The English, quick to see tho 
F necestity of a strong position, mado their settlement on a long 
high ridge with the swampy Nuniajori winding at its foot and 
the Burabalang beyond ; the site, which was called Barabiti 
~ — pooause it extended over 12 batis (a dati is equivalent to 20 
tighat), is ab prosont the principal quarter of the town and the 
“residence of some of its wealthiost merchants. ‘The factory itself 
‘was protected on one side by tho river and on the other three 
ides by moats ; and a native village, inhabited by the artisans 
‘and wonvers who worked for the Company, soon sprung up round it, 
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Bast of it stood the old town of Balasoro, stretching along 
the southern bank of tho Burébalong up to a promontory 
Known as the Point of Sand, on which the Mughals had 
created a fort and batteries; these commanded the river for miles 
and protected the shipping in tho dry docks made of mud on the 
southern bank of tho river. It was this fort which was stormed 
by tho English sailors under Charnock in 1687, when tho whole 
town was sacked and plundered, tho King’s oustom-houso 
destroyed. and the shipping bumt in the dook, Next yoar again 
‘an English force undor Hoath onptured tho town, and the Point 
of Sand, whoro tho fortifoations nd been greatly strengthened, 
‘was onod moro oaried by storm; the Mughal Governor then 
abandoned the new town, which oontainod his own palaoo, and 
aftor burning the English factory, rotroated up country, oarrying 
off with him two factors, whom ho had mado prisoners, ‘Tho 
faotory was reoooupiod in 1691, but the prospority of the port 
now began to bo affootod by the Burthalang silting up ab its 
mouth, while commeroo suffered from the Marith& raids, When 
tho English took Balasore in 1808, tho factory was in ruins ; 
and tho only traos of it now oxisting are the old oomotory 
and n dilapidatod two-storied building formorly usod as tho 
Jachari and now oovapiod as a native residence. 

OF tho Portuguoso settlement ‘no vestige romaine, Stirling 
‘ays that in his timo tho only romains of thoir sottlomont 
consisted of a small Roman Catholic Chapel having a wooden 
‘ross ovor the principal doorway ; but this has now disappoared. 

‘Pho Dutch settlomiont was loss advantageously situated than 
that of tho English, as tho latter commanded. tho river and a 
convenient careening oreok, and also had bottor moans of aocess 
to the native town; while the Dutch sottlomont lay behind it 
and was out off from tho river and town by Birabiti, ‘Tho 
ponition was, howover, a strong ono, defended by natural monts 
‘and conneoted by a areck with the river. Bxom tho early rooords 
it appears’ that tho Dutch aoquired a plot of land at Balasore 
from Mutakid Khin, who was appointed Nawab in 1645, but 
tho first mention of them does not ocour till 1664, whon they had 
8 dispute with the English about their boundaries, which was 
sottled by tho Nawab Shaista Khan, ‘This sottlemont, which is 
still known as Hollandais Shahi or Ulan Shahi lingorod on till 
1825, whon it was ceded to the British; its area is 7 aces, and 
‘tho mont round tho old factory, known os Ulon Nulloh, and a 
graveyard containing two old fuonuments still mark ite site. 

‘The Danish factory was also fortified by a natural mont, 
which connected it with the river and dofonded it from land 
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attacks, and on the north there was a small dook for shipping. 
Tt was farther up tho oresk, howover, than tlie Dutoh factory and 
‘was not s0 conveniently situated, boing at a greater distance from 
the town, ‘Tho Jand held by tho Danes, which is 7 acres in area 
‘nds sill known as tho Dintmlndimga, was ooded to tho British 
in 1846, 

‘Pho Fxonoh sottlomont, which is on the outskirts of tho town, 
was novor ooded and still romaing the torritory of that nation, 
Much of tho land, which is still oalled Pardshdinga, las boon 
‘washed away by the rivor, and the area is now only $8 acres. Ib 
is under tho authority of the Administrator of Chandornogoro, 
ut is leased out annually by publio auction, The existence of 
this small strip of French tormitory has at differont times beow a 
feuilfal souroo of trouble to tho authorities. It was at ono timo 
habitually used for tho disposal of stolon property, and it was a * 
‘contro for tho smuggling of opiuin and othor contraband. artiolos ; 
in 1889 it gavo riso fo a onso in which tho lossoo was charged. 
with kidnapping a man out of British torritory. 

‘Tho prospority of tho port bogan to decline when the Gangotio 
yalley booame the oon(ro of British trade, ond Caloutta grow 
into the chiot entropdt of commoroo, ‘Tho silting up of the river, 
also, aided its downfall; and as early as 1708, on English travellor, 
Captain Hamilton, found the river blocked by “a dangerous bar, 
sufficiently well known by the many wrooks and losses made by 
it.” During tho next oontury, the river and the soa throw up 
sevoral milos of now Innd ; and the town, which in 1708 was only 
four miles, as the crow fies, from the shoro, is now soyon, It til 
remained, however, the only port of which Orissa could boast, 
‘and though trade stagnated after the abandonment of tho old 
settlement, it continued for somo timo to be a busy contre of the 
coasting trade, All the sloops plying along the Bay wero 
built there in dry docks of mud, but the abundonment by Govern 
ment of its monopoly of tho salt trado and manufaoturo dealt a 
serious blow to its prosperity, and in 1876 tho numboi of sloops 
belonging to the port had fallen to 79. 

‘The development of False Point and Ohindbali and tho advent 
of tho railway have still further diminished the importanoo of the 
port, which is now fast declining, as will be apparent from the 
following romarks recorded in the inspection roport on the port for 
1904-05. “Tho railway practioally monopolizes all the export 
trade of tho pork ‘This year no coasting or foreign trade vossol 
‘has called for oargo, though 40,000 bage of rioe wore stacked wait. 
ing tho arrival of bottoms for their conveyanoe to Colombo and 
Mauritius, As there is no probability of a vossel calling for this 
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ieo, it is being sent to Caloutta by rail. Balasore has'no ‘oargo- 
boats of its own now, ond when rice has to be shipped, the shippors 
havo to bring bonts from Cuttack, if they oan be spared, which is 
seldom, as the loading of steamors at Falso Point keops thom fully 
engaged. ‘Tho absonco of boats is undoubtedly assistings'to kill 
the son trade of tho port and driving it to tho railway.” y 

‘hough it includes on extonsive bazar, tho town is in reality whe town, 
little more than o dblleotion of hamlets, tho area included in 
municipal limits boing 5 square milos distributed among 28 
villages. It has doveloped considerably sinoe the timo whon 
Biirling dosoribod it as ‘a Ingo straggling town in am oxtromoly 
unfayourablo situatidn, on a low dreury plain doformed by 
numerous unsightly ridges and ant hills, near the muddy banks 
of tho Burtbalang.”” Its improved appeurance may be gathered 
from tho following account of a former Collector :—“Whon 
arriving at Balasore, the first thing that strikes ono is the grand 
capacity there is for drainage. Going to the Civil Station ts 
‘a constant mov upwards, and-whon you reach, tho station, it 
is unlike any other in the Lowor Provinos with which I'am 
oquainted, ‘hero is a brightnoss and a European air about the 
placo unlike most Indian stations, In tho first placo, Balasore is a 
porfoot paradise to a gardener: roses, pansios, and overy varioty of 
flower soom to thrive, and to every houso is attached a well-kept 
flowor garden, In driving up to th Collootor's house, therefore, 
ono passes through a well drained clean bazar, and past one or 
two pretty compounds filled with every variety of flowers, A 
farther aoquaintanoo with the place does not tend to remove the 
favourable improssion conveyed at first sighit,”* 

‘The town is tho hend-quarters of tho district, and tho adminis- 
trative staft inoludes a District Magistrato and Collector with 
throe Deputy Magistzatos, an ‘Bxocutive Hnginoor, a Distiot 
Buporintondent of Police, a Civil Surgoon, who is also Health 
Officer of tho town, a Munsif, threo benches of Honorary Magis- 
trates and a Special Sub-Registrar. A proof range has been 
established at Ohandipur near the mouth of the Burdbalang, and 
‘two Artillery Officers and a staff of Conductors and Sergeants axe 
stationed at Balasore in connection with it. ‘The town contains 
8 jail, hospital, charitable dispensary, a Roman Ontholio Mission. bs 
with a school and orphanage, and a settlement of American Free i 

_ Will Baptists, Tho jail has accommodation for 168 prisoners, 
who are employed on coir-pounding, oil-pressing, weaving of 
éoarso cloths and carpets, and cane and bamboo work. The chief 
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educational institutions are the Government High school and a 
High school maintained by tho Amerionn Free Baptist Mission 
Just outside municipal limits to the wost aro tho quarters of a 
‘District and Assistant Railway Engineer together with the now 
station buildings. ‘The railway bridgo over the Burtbalang, which 
‘was openod in 1900, is an imposing structure, though in sizo it docs 
not compare with those over tho Bréhmont and Mahinadt in 
Cuttack j i6 ia the only bridge in Orissa oonstruotod in tidal waters, 

‘The town is modern ond contains fow buildings of any anti. 
quarian interest, ‘Tho oldest of tho Hindu templos aro thoso of 


" Baneswar ahd Jhireswax, whore a large gathoring takes plaoo on 


Bivarttri day in February. ‘The Jama MasjiA is said to havo been 
built in the reign of Aurangzeb, and tho Kadam Raaiil mosque 
was, as already stated, built by Mir Taki Khan (1725-85) and 
contains his tomb. It is so named because a stone with a foot. 
print, said to be that of Muhammad, is lot into one of tho walls, 
AY ston bridge known as tho Maratha bridgo on the 2nd milo of 
tho Gopinath Mandir road, over which pilgrims visiting the 
‘Mahadoo Gargareswar tomplo pass, is bolieved to havo beon 
built by tho early Hindu rulers of Orissa, 

Among tho most interosting -remains in the town aro tho 
14 Haropoan comoteries. Tho oldost monument {s' ono in tho 
Barabiti oometery, erooted in 1684 to the momory of tho wife and 
son of Wilshaw, tho onptain of tho Resolution, which sailed from 
England in 1682 with the Dofonoo oamying Hodges, the now 
Governor of the Company's sottlementa; in 1688 it formed one 
of a small English fleet under Heath, which took two French ships 
in tho Balasore ronds, ‘Tho same cemotery contains several othor 
tombs of the 18th oontiry and a curious pillar with a flag fnarked 
HLS, In tho Ulan Shahi quarter is a brick pyramid oreoted in 


momory of Burgraat Van Sovenhuison in 1696, and in the Old - 


Cemetary is the tomb of the wifo of Kelsall, one of the earliést 
Residents of Balasore, who died here in 1761. _ Of later date but 
soarocly less interesting is the monument erected in 1886 to tho 
memory of Sir Henry Ricketts, ono of the first and ablest Collec. 
tors of Balasore, with an insoription recording the fact that he 
sorved 12 years in Orissa and that “‘he never forgot Balasor nor 
the’ Ooreas, ” _ 

‘The population is 20,880, of whom 16,671 are Hindus, 3,683 


ate Muhammadans and 510 aro Ohristians. “The residents include _ 


somo of tho leading samindars of the distriot and a considerable 
trading oommunity, tho importance and woalth of which are rapidly 
on the increase. Somo of tho merchants are Oriyas and Bengalis, 
but the majority are Musslmins, Mérwaris and men of Bombay; 
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among tho’ local traders ‘Telis aro aoguiting considerable Local 
influenoo as largo money-lenders. 

‘Tho two daily markets aro entitled to some notice, ‘The 
moro important is that in tho contre of the town, belonging 
to the zamindirs of tho Mandal family, which contains some 
brick buildings oooupied by fish ond vogotablo sollors, Here 
vegetables from Romun& and the villages noar the town, sen. 
fish from Ohondipar on tho coast, and fruit of various kinds, 
including pinoapples, guavas, plantains ond a species of 
orange from the Gahjals, are brought for sulo dpily; and at 

* tho bi-wookly maxkgt thero is a trado in brass and bell-metal 
‘ornaments and utomsils, and in cloth, which is lagely purchased 
by Bantili women from tho Goxhjits, At the approach of the 
rains Chamirs bring umbrellas, hats and pakhiae (coverings 
for the head and buck) made of palm-leaf and bamboo. This 
market is under tho control of the Municipality, ‘The other 
market is situated on tho ‘Trunk Rond and was constituted 
8 a sarai for travellore, Provisions aro the principal commodis 
tios sold. in this bamar, whioh is lot out annually by the Muni- 
cipality, It contains lodgings for travellers and suitors in the 
courts, but with the advent of tho xailway its importance as a 
sarai for teqvellors is declining. 

‘Tho climate of tho town is good; and with the exception of 
outbroaks of cholera before and after the rains, and of malarial 
fover in Soptomber, October and Novoniber, thero is littly sickness, 

Balasoro Subdivision.—Houdquarters subdivision of the 
distriot; lying botwoon 21° 4’ and 21° 67’ N,, and botwoen 86° 21° 
and 87° 20' B,, with an area of 1,155 square miles, Its population 
‘was 502,544 in 1901, as compared with 646,898 in 1801, the density 
‘being 518 persons to tho squaro mile. It contains one town, Bala 
gore, its headquartors (population 20,880), and 2,112 villages. 
After Balasoro,*Baliapal is tho chia? contro of trade, ‘Tho sub- 
division oonsists of & narrow strip of country shut in by tho Bay 
of Bengal of tho enst, and by the hills of the Tributary States of 
Mayixbhanj and Nilgisi on the wost, and bounded by the sub- 
division of Bhadvakh on the south and the distriot of Midnaporo 
on tho north. ‘Tho Orissa rank Roed, also called the Jagannath 
road, rans almost parallel to the westorn boundary, together with 
‘the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which runs side by side with the road 
and crosses it here and there, On the east is tho Coast Canal fed 
by tidal wators running parallel with tho ooast line, ‘The soil is 
alluvial, but on the west the land is highor, and thore is a reddish 
rooky soil interspersed with patches of junglo and young sd/troos, 
‘which are hauntod by boars, especially near Basti, On the east 
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there aro sand xidgos bordering tho sea with small tracts of junglo 
hore and thore, which aro the habitat, of deor, boars and leopards, 
‘Tho romaindor of tho subdivision is a lovol plain of arable land 
admirably suitable for paddy cultivation, ho throo principal 
rivers aro tho Subarnarokhé on tho north, tho Buribnlang in tho 
oontre, and tho Kansbins botwoon Soro aud Markunt, ‘Tho 
first, whioh risos in Uhott Nagpur, is tidal up to 16 miles from 
its mouth, and is Viablo to floods whioh dostroy tho oops within 
fanco of 4 to 12 milos from vithor bank, Tho Burdbalang 
rises in the hills of Mayiirbhanj and rans from cast to wost to the 
Bay of Bengal in a winding course, tho town of Balasoro boing 
situated on its banks at a distanoo of 7 milos®from its mouth, as 
the crow ftios. ‘Tho last river is the Kansbans, formed by the 
confluence of a number of small hill stroams.. ‘It drains a lnxgo 
traot, but its floods seldom enuso any sorious damage. All thoro 
xivers are very shallow and aro fordablo for about 8 months in 
‘the year, except in the lower reaches noar the sea, 

Baliapal.—Village in tho north-oast of tho headquarters 
subdivision, Bengal, situated on the Subamnarekha rivor in 
21° 89*'N. and 87° 17’ B, Tt contains a police station, inspeotion 
‘pngalow and disponsary, and is a considerable centre of trade, 
At the noighbouring village of Jamkunda the fourth rango of 
the Coast Oanal leaves the Subarnarekh, ‘The village, which 
contains a canal inspection bungalow and a large lock, is the 
heedquarters of an old family of Oriya zamIndars known as the 
Timkundd Bhuiyks, ono of whoso ancestors is said to have boon 
‘a celebrated pirate ;, there is also a curious tradition that the head 
sof the family is oortain to dio after tho birth of a son, ‘The 
estate, which extonds over 21 square miles, has thrice béon taken, 
over by the Court of Wards, 

‘At Koratsil, 7 miles to the cast, there aro the remains of an 
old fortes, now overgrown with jungle, attributed to a ohio? 
called Karat, : 

Basts,—Villago in tho headquarters subdivision “situated on 











tho Grand ‘Trunk Road, 18 miles north of Balasore and 15 milos* 





‘wost of Biliapal, It containg a police station, inspection bunga- 
Jow and a station on tho Bengal-Nagpur Railway, Near tho 
railway station in a part of tho village known as Rajnagar or 
Nagar aro the remains of a building suid to havo boon the resi- 
once of a Marathi chiof, ‘Tho village also contains the tomb of 
ono of Kili Pobir's captains, Shah Hnuanini Shahid, who fell 
hore during the Muhammadan invasion, 

- Bhadrakh.—Headquartars town of the subdivision of the 
same name, situated in 21° 8 N, and 86° 81/ B, on the bank 
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of the Salandi at tho 48rd milo of the 'Ivunk Road below Balasore, 

Population (1991) 18,518, ho town derives its name from 

the goddess Bhndvakili, whose tomplo stends near tho river, 

It consists of a group of hamlets covering shout 3 sqiiue miles, 

and is divided into two quarters, the now bazar (Nayibézax) on 

the sight bauk of tho Silandi and the old bazar (Purdnibazar) on 
tho left bank, Who former is situated near tho Trmik Road 
and contains numerous lodging-houses for {ravellers, suitors in 
* tho courts and clerks in Government employ, Provisions aro 
tho ohio commodities sold in this bazar, ‘The roal contro of 
trade is the Purtuabazar, whero the Muhammadan clement 
is strongest, ‘Tho fialajan, mamMdtrs and merchants reside 

‘hore, and there aro stores for the sale of Liverpool salt, Madras 

salt and petroleum,” Tho other prinofpal artioles of commerce 

‘tro rico, Kerosene oil, cotton and hides. Rico is bought up 

in Iaxgo quantities by Bombay morchants either from the local 

vioo doalers or through agents, who visit the smaller markets 
in the neighbourhood. In addition to the regular stores and 
shops, thero aro two markots hold weokly on Wodnesdays and 

Saturdays, ‘The Wednosday or Yusuipur market is the most 

important in the district, and largo sales of onttle, timber and. 

fuel tako plaoo at it 
‘Tho town contains tho usual subdivisional offices, a Munsi(, a 
subjail with nocommodation for 14 prisoners, and a dispensary with 

Sheds for malo and 4 bods for fomale patients, It is partially 

protected from tho floods of tho Silandt by threo small ombank~ 

monts on its right bank, but flood water finding its way through 
the unombanked part entora tite town through a onusoway in the 

Orissa, Trunk Road. A. projeot is being considered for oxtend- 

ing the right embankment round the civil station. ‘Tho quostion 

* of moking an embaykment on tho loft bank of the Salandi below 
3 ‘Crunk Road has also heen considered, but it seems Likely 
Gint by restricting the river channel the right bank would ho 
endangered, 

* ‘Pho population is 18,518 and includes a considerable proportion 
of Muhammadans, After the invasion of Kila Pubar a numbor 
of his soldiers settled down at Bhadrakh, and later in tho * 
time of the Afghin and Mughal rule their numbers wore 
inorensod by a frosh influx of Muhammadans, who formed a 
lmge colony with a Rest to admin‘ster Muhammedan law. In 
Jntor times it contuined an English factory subordinate to that 
‘at Balasoro, of which no traco now remains. 

‘There axe fow buildings of any interest. A lage gathering 
takes place at the (omple of Kali on the first day of Asith every 
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your, tho fair lasting 8 days. Rei Takshmaniya, the last of the 
Bena rulers of Bengal, is said to havo taken sheltor hero during his 
fight to Jagannath aftor the capture of Nadis by tho son of 
Bokhtiyat Jhiljt in 1195, ‘Tho tomple of Sainthia in the adjoin- 
ing village of that namo contains a strip of tho bedding of 
Chaitanya, tho xoformor of Vaishnavism, who is said to havo 

. left it by the sido of the ‘Trunk Road during his travels 
in Orisa, It is regarded as o rolio of gront sanotity hy tho 
Vaishnavites. 

‘Though living in tho town is dear—thore is « proverbial saying 
that half a socr of fuol costa a pico—tho townspeople are 
prosperous, and it is aid that oven tho hoggars have lands. 

: There are many respoctablo rosident Musalmin families, and 

fi thoy aro caroful to maintain a position and to koop up social 

4 observances which, distinguish thom from the ordinary Muhom- 
madan community in tho mofussil, ‘Tho principal family, known 
as tho Bhadralh Midna, is of Afghin or Pathin dosoont; a ourious 
result of their having lived among Hindus for so many genera- 
tions is that they havo an aversion to onting boof, ‘Tho alimato 
is considered superior to that of Balasore, but thero aro sovere 
outbreaks of cholera in tho season prooodiig tho rains, 

At Paliabindhi, 6 milos to tho east, there is a tomplo of 
Beranohi Nariyon, which is tho only placo in tho district at 
‘which the God Brahmi is worshipped, Near tho tomplo is a 
well, whioh, it is said, remains dry Uaroughout tho your but ills 
miraoulously on tho morning of Ohaitra Biruni in March, 

Bhadrakh Subdivision.—Southorn subdivision of tho distriot, 

«lying botwoon 20°44’ and 21°16’ N., and botwoon 86° 16’ ond 
86° 58" B., with.an aroa of 980 square miles, Its population was 
478,658 in 1901, a8 compared ‘vith 447,782 in 1801, tho donsity 
boing 615 persons to the square mile, Itgcontains one town, 
Bhadkokh, its headquarters (population 18,618), and 1,246 
villages. A largo volume of trado passes through Ohindbali port 
in the south, ‘The subdivision is a lovel tract of alluvial soil, with | 
+ gradual slope eastwards to the Bay of Bengal; but to the | 
west, where the boundary approaches the hills of Mayizbhanj { 
and Keonjhox, the land is higher and more undulating. Tt is | 

‘watered by a number of deltaio rivers. ‘The Kinsbins forms 
the northern boundaxy of the Basudebpur thins and flows east- | 
a ward to tho sea, like the Gamai, which is practically its lower | 

















channel. The Matai, which dyains the aroa sast of Bhadrakh, 
meets the Ooast Canal at Charibitia and falls into the Dhamra, 
which is formed by the junotion of the Baitarani and the 
Brahman}, The Sélafids, which has its rise among the foroststof 
; . } 
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the Maytirbhanj hills, passes through the town of Bhadralh and 
fally into tho Baitarant ; and tho latter river forms the southern 
boundary of the subdivision, Theso thtoo last rivers aro tidal in 
their lower roaches. Tho Robo ond Kapili aro minor rivers 
which run a parallel course to tho south-oust and dischergo 
themselves into tho Baitarani ; and tho Gunguti is a channel 
issuing from tho Baitarant, which pursues a oironitous course to 
the north and thon joins tho Baitarant again. 

Ghandbali—Port in tho Bhadrakh subdivision, situated 
on tho loft bank of tho Baitarant xivor, 8 miles wost of its 
confluoneo with tho Brahmant and 20 miles from its mouth, 
in 20° 47’ N. and 86° 45’ B. Population (1901) 1,826. Tt 
is connooted with tho intorier by tho Matai, tho Bhadrakh 
road _and various tidal orecks; and with the sea by the Dhimre, 
and Baitarant, tho channel of which is marked out with buoys 
and benoons, " ‘Tho station is situated on a high but narrow sand 
tidgo stretching from east to west for abouta mile and a helf, 
and contains a oustoms house, port ofiee, telegraph and post 
offices, police station, staging bungalow and®s dispensary with 10 
eds for males and 8 bods for females. ‘The river frontage is 
ovoupied chiedy by warchousos, lodging-houses and the bazar ; 
tnd there is'a second bazar and a flourishing market at the point 
whoro the Bhadrakh road divorgos, Chandbali owes its existence 
to tho cntorprise of Captain MoNoill, who 35 yoars ago sailed 
up the Dhimra with Mr. Ravonshaw, tho Commissioner of 
Orissa, with the object of discovering a suitable sito for a, port. , 
h&ndbali, which was then a. small village: oocupied ‘hy a few 
fichermen’s huts, was found fo combing the advantages of high, 
position froo from all risks of inundation and sufficient dopth of 
water in immodiate proximity to tho river bank, Captain 
MoNeill obtained a Joase for a small area of land by arrangement 
‘with the looal zamindar, and tubsoquently Government, resogniz- 
ing the advantages of tho site, acquired an area of 179 acres, 
which now forms tho Obindbéli Khas Mahal, ‘Tho lands leased 
dy Captain McNeill oventually passed into the hands of the 
India General Stoom Navigation Company and Messrs. MoNoill 
& Co,, to whom leases were granted by Government in 1877. 
‘Tho area held by the two companies now amounts to 12 acres, 
and bosides offices and warehouses, contains’ a flourshing bazar 
cocupying one-third of the area, 

Chindbali is the most important port in Orissa, though its 
trade has been diminishing since the opening of:tho railway. 
Tho exports consist mainly of rics, aug tho chiof imports aro 
cotton twist, piece-goods, keroseno oil, salt and gumy-bags. 
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The value of the exports in 1905-06 was 33} lakhs and of tho 
imports Re, 284 lakhs. ‘Tho trado in commodities is supplomonted 
by a considorablo passonger traffic, and in 1905-06 tho stonmers 
of tho India General Steam Navigation and Reilway Company 
and tho Rivers Siéam Navigation Company, which ply thrico 
woek, brought 41,500 passongors, while 40,800 passongors loft 
tho 
hae 6 miles to tho north-wost and 1} milo north of the 
Baitirani, thoro is a tomplo dedicated to Arareswar Mahtdoo, 
which contains a large imege of Siva. It is bolioved that people 
Ditton by snakes will rooover if brought there, 
Chandipur.—Villago in the headquarters subdivision, situated 
in 21° 27” N. and 87° 2’ E., on tho sea-conat about 9 milos onst 
of Balasoro and 2 miles from tho month of the Burdbalang river. 
Population (1901) 627. Formerly an isolated placo containing 





+ only a few huts, it has come into prominence sinoo 1896, when 


the Ordnance Proof Department opened a sea range there. ‘Tho 
headquarters of tho Department and the small arm rango aro 
at Balasore, and Chshdipur contains the sea range, magazine and. 
all the instruments necessary for proofs. ‘The proof work, whioh 
‘mainly oarried on in the cold weather, is similar to that prao- 

tised at Woolwich end st Shoeburyness, It indudes big gum 
‘work and the proving of various oxplosives 


proofs, 
and projectiles, such as fuses, star shell, shrapnel, lyddite shell and. 


caso shot. ‘The sea range, which is bare at Jow tide, is marked 
out to 10,000 yards, but is capable of extension up to 20,000 
yards, Sinco the railway has brought Balasore within onsy rong 
‘of Caloutta, there has been an influx of visitors who come to onjoy 
‘ho: sea breezes xt Chandipur, ‘and the place possosses great 
possibilities as a health resort. ‘There is an excellent rond as far 
‘as tho Proof Department instrument house,” and then an un- 
‘motalled road loads to the European houses on tho soa-shore. 
‘Thoro is w long level bench, and soa bathing is possible owing 
to tho absence of surf, but is spoilt by the extreme shallownoss of 
the sea for a great distanco out. Good riding can be obtainod 
along the shore, as woll as on tho pasture land ia tho neighbour 
hood, and there is room for a fino golf course nonr tho son. ‘Thisro 
ig"no doubt that wero capital forthooming; Ohandipur might 
‘nsily develop into a fashionable sea-side rosort for wook-ond 
visitors from Caleutts, Large quantities of oxcellont fish aro 
‘aught here, which aie carried by coolies to Balasore and. thenoo 
railed to Caloutia, A branch- lino of the Bongal-Nagpur to 
‘onnect Ohandipur witlyBalasore has boon projected, and it se 
ikely'thit;, it direct -msilway communication with Caloutt 
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thus established, a large fishing industry would spring up and 
Chandipur might develop into a regular sen-side resort. 
Dhamnagar—Villago in the south of tho Bhadmakh eub- 
division, situated 14 miles south-east of Bhadrakh. ‘The name is a 
corruption of Dhrmanagar, a designation given to the village 
because in thie timo of tho indopondont Hindu kings of Orissa 
it contained a groat IHindu monastery, presided over by an 
ascetic who gavo alms to pilgrims on tho xond to Jajpur and 
Jagannéth, When tho Muhammadans invaded Orissa, Kala 
Pahir took possession of tho monastery and convorted it into a 
maklal. ‘When ho lott Orissa, somo of his soldiers sottled at 
Dhimnagar ond formed a small Mubammadan colony. A con~ 
siderable portion of tho population in the village and its neigh- 
bourhood is Muhammaden, end there is a multali there whose 
duty it is to distribute alms to Muhommadan fatv's and othors 
out of tho incomo of some property granted for that puxpose. 
‘Tho village contains a police-station and inspootion bungalow. 
Garhjaits—A namo commonly given to tho Tributary States 
to the wost of Orisea, ‘Tho word is a hybrtd, being the Hindu 
stani word garh (a fort), Persinnizod into a plural yarijae, 
ignoranos of which has lod to tho uso of a further English plural, 
Garhjats or Gaxjate, which is a double plural like “fortses.”” ‘This 
manner of donominating trots of land from the fortified posts 
studded ovor them appears to bo vory anciont in this part of Indi 
‘Thus wo have in Ptolomy and tho Poriplus Dosarone or Desarone, 
apparently roprosonting the Sanskrit’ Dasara, (dasaning) “having 
ten forts,” which tho lists of tho Brihat Samhita show us in this 
part of India; while tho forest traot behind Orissa is oalled in (he 
grant of an Orissa king Nava Ioti or tho nino forte, Again, wo 
hhnve, in tho same rogion, furthor in tho intorior, the Division of 
Chhattisgarh or tho 36 forts, a namo formerly applied to the 
territories of tho .Unihaivansi dynasty of Ratanpur, which 
comprised the bulk of the present districts of Drug, Raipur and 
Bilaspur. “[Seo Hobson-Jobson by Yulo and Burnell] 
Garhpada.—Villogo in th hondquartors subdivision, situated 
15 miles north of Balasore on tho “borders. of Maydrbhanj. Tt 
contains tho residence of a respoctable family of mmindars, the 
Bhuiyis of Garhpadi, who are said to have in their porsossion a 
coppor-plato grant of an ostato granted to thom in 1503 hy Raja, 
Pursottam Deb, the aroa originally grantod boing 1,438 batis or 
28,160 neros. ‘Tho village oontains tho tomb of ono of Kala 
Pahér’s oaptains, Hitam Khim Shahtd, who foll hore in a battle 
fought by the invading army; and a gront of 138 laglas of ront~ 
reo land is enjoyed by the Bhuiya family on condition that they 
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keep up his shrine, At Ramchandrapur, a fow miles to tho south, 
there is the tomb of another of Kali Pahér's commanders, 
Muhammad Khan Shahid. ‘ F 
. _ Té was hore that Mir Habib, tho treacherous’ Diwan of 
Murshid Kuli Khén, tho Mughal Vieoroy of Orissa, mot his douth 
somo yours aftor ho invited tho Marathis to invade ‘the Province, 
Ho was charged by Jénoji, the Marith’ Goncral, with ombozzlo- 
ment during his oocupation of the country in 1761, and was mado 
: a prisoner in his camp at Gaxhpadi, ‘THabib with a fow followors 
attempted to esoapo'ad was oub to pieces by tho guard. ‘Tho 
place where Habib’s camp was pitched is a small villago still 
known as Habibganj. : 
Hnghli.—Villago in the headquarters subdivision, situated 
10} miles east of Baliapal noor the son in the extreme north-east 
of tho district. It contains a tomple dedicated to Ohandanoswar 
Mahideo, who is believed to have the powor of ouring diseases, 
In the hope of effecting a cure, the sick froquont the tomple and 
prostrate themselves for days togother heforo the image, observing 
a rigorous fast. A largo me/é is held hero annually at the charak 
festival in thé month of Ohaiéra (April). 
Taleswar (Jellasore)—Villago in tho north-wosb of the 
{hotdquartors subdivision, situated in 21° 40’ N. and 87° 19H, 
on the left bank cf the SubamarekhA, 12 miles from its mouth, It 
+lios on the Orissa Trunk Rond and contains a police-ctation, 
+ dispensary and station on the Bengal-Nigpur Railway. 
Historically, Jaleswar is ono of the most interesting plaos in the 
Gisirict, It gavo its name to one af the Sarkars into which the 
‘Mughals divided Orissa, including a large port of “Midnapore, and 
it was for a long time an important. frontior fortress, In tho 
neighbourhood of Jaloswar oooumed in 1575 the great battle of 
Mughalméri (tho Mughel slaughter) in which the Afghans under 
Daid Khan, king of Bengel, met the Mughals under Munim 
Khin, Akbor’s gencral, ‘The armies mot on the north bank of the 
Subarnarckha, near tho village of Tukeroi at a place running 
westward for some 6 miles from Jaleswar. The Afghin camp 
was strongly entrenched, but Daiid Khin drew out his forees in 
front of it and offered battle, ‘Tho numbers were nearly equal, 
the Afghins having 200 clephants placed along their lino, with 
which they hoped to break through the squadrons of their 
opponents and clear a road for their cavalry, Munim Ihén, on 
tho other hand, had a number of swivels and small. guns, which 
soon put the elephants to rout and drove them back’on their own 
Tino.” After a hotly contested fight, the Afghins, in spite of the 
intrepid charges of their cavalry, were routed; but the Mughals 
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suffered 60 sovorely that thoy were uneble to pursue, and halted 
"6 days in the ficld of battle to bury thoir dead, soo to their 
‘wounded, and recruit their strongth, 

Tn 1592 0 socond groat battle was fought in tho noighbour- 
hood on tho northern bank of tho Subarnarekhé between the 
‘Afghins and tho imperial troops under Man Singh; tho formox 
doing again defeated, tho Mughals took possession of Jaleswar. 
From this time Jaloswar was held by on imperial garrison, and 
oes not come into prominoneo till tho time of the Maratha inva- 
sions when its exposed position mado it constantly linblo to attack. 
‘Phoro aro still 12 sardars with 100 paiks im possossion of 2,000 
ores of land in tho neighbourhood, which wore granted rent-free 
dy tho Muhammedans on condition that thoy guarded the 
southern borders of Midnaporo against the Marithas, Looal 
tradition asserts that ono such skirmish took flace in the quortor 
of Jaleswar now known as Paina-bazar or Kampu-bazar, 

‘hore are still the romains of a very largo forlross, which is 
said to havo extended over 8 square miles. It was divided into 
two parts joined by a drawbridge, and was surrounded by 
ramparts of earth and stone with soven concontrio ‘ditches. ‘Tho 
latter have boon filled up ond oultivated, and the earthen ramparts 
have disappeared, but the stone ramparts aro still intact, The 
uildings inside are all in a dilapidated condition, except ono called” 
tho Tani Mahal. ‘The villago also contains an old mosquo said to 
have heen built by ono of the Muhammadan Nawabs in the 16th 
century. Jaleswar usod to bo a trade oontro of somo importance, 
and in Hamilton's Hindustan (1822) it is mentioned as ono of 
the threo principal places, in Midnapore. ‘The English at one time, 
had a factory thoro, of which no-trace is left. ‘Tho village was 
formerly situated at a distance of 2 miles from its present posi- 
tion, but tho old sito was abandoned owing to its unhealthiness. 

Karatsil—Seo Baliapal. 

Kaupur—Villoge in tho Bhodrakh subdivision, situated 8 
miles north-west of Bhadrakh, Close to the village in the dry 
sandy bed of the Salandi thero is a hot spring called Debarakund, 
which is regarded as sored, At Daisingh, threo quarters of 
a mile to the cast, on the ‘Silandi, there is a huge arrow-shaped 
rock called Bhima Kanda, which is believed to have been an 
arrow-hoad used by the epio hero Bhima, 

Kupari—Villago in tho Bhadrakh subdivision, situnted 42 
males south-west of Balasore and 18 miles south-west of Soro, with 
which it is connected by a District Board road. ‘The plaos, which 
is close to the point whoro the ‘Tributary States of Mayiirbhanj, 
Nilgixi and Keonjhar meet, is interesting not only from its 
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singular physical appearance, but as being the only place in , 
Northern Orissa, where distinct traces of Buddhism aro still 
observable, It stands in a level plain surrounded on throo sides by 
low rocky hills. ‘Tho soil is sterile, and in many places consisis 

* of nothing but Inrge slabs of laterite rock, as flat and regular na a 
London streot pavement, having, however, the oolour and general 
appearance of rusty iron boiler plates, ‘This formation is not 
continuous; there ooour large spaces whero the Intorite is covered, 
with moro or less dopth of oarth, and on such spots are rice-fields, 
tanks and houses, and largo mango and pipe! troos, 

‘The ruins stand on tho north side of tho village, the moro 
important and better preserved portion being situated in the very 
middle of tho flat Interite surface, but other parts are found in 
tho softer soil among trees, ‘These ruins exhibit tho traces of an 
anciont Buddhist ‘tomplo, and riara or monastery, with a grove 
intervoning. ‘Tho Buddhist tomple appears to havo boen destroyed 
and its materials usod to oreot  Brahmanical templo dedioatod to 
Siva, whose emblems in a later stylo of art, somo in faot com- 
paratively modern, are found in nbundanos. Later than those 
‘supervoned thé present Vishnu worship, now the prevailing type 

| of Hinduism in Orissa, so that » considerable amount of wilful, 
ind domo also socidental displacement and destruction has taken 
‘place, ‘Tho Siva and Vishnu buildings aro rado in tho extromo, 
‘and are composed of stones evidently taken from somo carlior 
{abrio, as the architeotural design and soulptares aro entirely 
disconnooted, a stone with a bold moulding being placed upon a 
perfcstly plain ono and vice sere, and ono edifice in particular 
sboing crowned, not by « pinnacle or spife, bub by a capital 
exactly like thoso of the pillars still remaining in sifu on tho 
onrlior building. 

‘his cavlier building consists of a confusod mass. of laterite 
hhown stonos of very great sizo, but no outlines oan be traced 
without digging. In what sooms to have beew the centro is a 
huge square mass of Interite like an altar, about 4 feot high, and 
‘it each gornor a small niche, one of which contained an image of 
Mayidevi, which was removed in 1871. One of the other niches 
has been removed to a distance of about half a mile, and sot up 
‘on the edge of tank, probably for purposes of Bralmanioal 
worthip; the other two niches are overgrown with trees, and an 
‘anoiont tamarind in ono, and a still more anoiont pipal in tho 
other bave twisted their roofs and +tems in and out of ‘the stones 
6/5 to render restoration impossible. This building appears to 
have beon tho original Buddhist tomple, and the altar probably 
contained on image of Buddha of gigantic size, the mutilated 
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. remains of which have boon sot up in the village temple andere 
alow worshipped as Baladeva. From this rain stretches a grove’ 
of trees on a long ridge, evidently formed artificially by heaping 

laterite rock toa height of 4 or 5 fect. On the 

of the grove is an old square -stone well hewn 
through the rook and lined with huge cut stones. In tho middle 
of the grove is an oblong platform of hewn stons, with the 
capitals of some large pillars lying on and around it. 

westwards over a spaos encumbered by half-buried 
chris, we come to the best preserved portion of the remains, a long 
narrow hall with a sort of propylacum on the eastern side surround- 
ed by pillars, most of which aro till standing, though so much 

Veliael end worn by sin ak thr igial devin is almost 

untraceable. Tt oan be soen, however, that they were ootagonal, 

wrth copital oosatiog of a double round beaded filet’ ‘To tho 
north of this is a small tank with steps‘leading down to it, the 

whole hewn with immense labour through the solid rock to a 

dopth of 6 fest, and always full of water even inthe driest 

sonsons. To the west of the hell just mentioned is a scarody 
distinguishable “small building, whereon are a fow fallon pillars 
and capitals. 

‘The inscription on the back of tho image of Mayadevi would 
refer tho building in which it was found to the 10th osntury A.D., 
unless, as is highly probable, the imago was dedicated after the 
eroction of the tomple ; the huge sizo of the stones, soto 4 foot 
long by 2 or 3 fect doop, and the general rudenoss of the architeo: 
ture afford grouinds for believing that the date of its construction 
is much oarliof. ‘The grove with its artificial soil and: ancient 
well was probably the garden; and tho three buildings them- 
solves were the cells of the ei/idra, or monastery, for the use of 
whose inhabitants the tank was apparently dug. 

‘At the foot of tho hills close by are the remains of a large fort 
of mud, and high up on the hill side is a cave temple called that 
of Bharua Devi, a name probably corupted from Bhairava, as 
that-of an adjoining cave, Basudi, is probably from Basuki, ‘Tho 
soitlptures and statues which have been brought from them. to 
adorn the village sbrino at the foot of the hills are a strango 
medley, comprising one or two Durgis, a Nrisingha aeatar, and 
sevoral minor idols, According. to local tradition, Kripachaxya, a 
Brahman warrior mentioned intho Mahabhirata, performed a 
homa ceremony hero after the defeat of tho Kurus, Kupéri. is 
now tho chiof markot of Kili Ambshata on the bordors of Nilgiri, 
[Tho Rains at Kupari, by John Bonmés, n.cs., Magistrate of 
Balasore, J. A. 8, B. Vol. x1, Part I, 1871.] 
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Nangaleswar.—Village in tho headquarters subdivision, 
situated 18 miles north-west of Balasoro town, It derives its 
name from Langloswar, i.e, the god of plough, tho. legend 
boing that Siva cultivated 1,600 acres of land thore, which to 
tho prosont day is onlled “Sivaputha.” It contains a temple 
dodioated to Harapirvat}, at which a Inrgo roligious gathering 
takes place on Sivnrétri day in Fobramy. ‘This is said,to be tho 
nly plaoo in Orissa whore tho full figuros of Siva and his wifo 
are to ho soon, 

Palitbindha.—Soo Buadralh. 

Pipl.—Villago “formerly oxisting nour tho mouth of tho 
Subamarekhi in tho north-onst of tho hondquartors sub- 
division. Pipl was onoo the most important port on tho 
Orissa const nnd contained sottlomonts of tho Vortuguoso 
and Dutoh. ‘Che Lortuguoso settled thore in 1609, and for 
many years it was a conize of their power, Bruton writing in 
1683 doporibos it as “a port-town of tho Portugals, where tho 
Portugals aro rosident:;” and it was a great slavo mart whoro tho 
‘Arakanoso pivates brought thoir prisoners, Dornier (1600) mon- 
tions it as tho port from which ho wont in n soven-onred roallop 
to Ogouli (Hooghly), a joumey which took him 9 ‘Tho 
capture of Hooghly in 1632 and their expulsion from Hijli in 1636 
Aoatroyed the powor of Portuguoso, but oven as Into us 1723 a 
Tosuit missionary, Futhor Laynoz, in an rodount of an opisoopal 
visitation of tho Bishop of St. Thomé, mentions it as a placo whero 
topassess or Portuguoso moroonaries congregated, In tho moan- 
timo, tho Dutoh took the opportunity to establish thomaclvos thoro, 
and in Hamilton’s Hindostan (1820) it is said that thoy shippod. 
2,000 tons of salt annually from tho port, 

‘Tho English also appoar to have had a settlement at Pipl, 
though this is disputed, and Wilson in tho Harly Annals of 
tho English in Bengal says that “tho English novor had any 
factory at Pipli exoopt in the imagination of tho historians.” 
‘Tho faob remains, however, that Captain Alexander Hamilton, 
waiting in tho carly yoors of tho 18th contury, sponks of an 
English factory os formerly oxisting at Pipli, whoso river 
had by thot timo silted up. ‘“Pipli,” ho says, “formerly was 
a placo of trade, and was honoured with English and Dutch 
factories, ‘Tho country produces tho samo commodities that 
Ballasoro does; at presont, it is reduced to beggary by the 
removal of the English faotory, tho merchants being all gone.” 
Other authorities agree as to its existence, and in Hamilton's 

* Hindostan we find it stated that the floods of the Subarnarokha 
having washed away a groat part of the town’ and formed. a 
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dangerous bar in the river, tho English morchants removed to 
Balasore. In the beginning of tho 19th oontury it was, according 
to tho samo authority, still one of tho chiot places in Midnapore, 
ut the silting up of the Subarnarckhi was fatal to ite prosperity. 
For some timo it lingored on as a ruined and silt-looked village, 
but it has now ontirely disappeared, 

OF tho Portuguese, Dutoh and English settlements every 
vostige and trace have been obliterated, and the remains of oven a 
single building oannot now be traced. Although the inhabitants 
of tho vicinity havo heard that the Subamarekha was formerly 
fa gront port, yot thero is no fixed tradition as to its site; and 
if thoy aro prossed for an opinion on the subject, somo indicate 
‘ono pins, and some another. ‘Tho mostecredible cooount is that 
noar the village of Manuagar, on tho right bank of tho river, 
thore formorly existed a grout sottlement of Biringhts (Buropeans) 
and Mughals, whoso ships usod to anil from tho sea right up to 
the spot ; and that tho Firinghis had a comotery with masonry 
tombs, but tho site of tho whole hae boon washed into the river. 
‘Tho river so often changes its course that to identify tho precise 
spot would be impossible, 

_ Ratbanid.—Villago in pargana Fatehibid in tho extromo 
north of tho hendguartors subdivision situated 8 miles north of 
Taloswar. It contains the ruins of an old fort, of which the 
remains, moats, ramparts, ofo., are still visible.’ According to 
Tooal tradition, this fort was held by Binat Raja, and tho 
heroot of tho Mahabharata, Yudhisthira and his brothers, took 
sheltor thero during their exile. ‘While they wore in the fort, 
Kichaka, a general under Binit, tried to seduoo the wife of 
‘Yudhisthtrw and was Killed for his presumption hy Yudhisthirn’s 
brother Bhima. It sooms moro probable that the for, which 
stands just opposite the place where the old Pathin xoad crossos 
tho Subamarekhi, was ereotod hy Mukund Deo, the last Hindu 
King of Oxissn, to guard the fromtior. It was onptured in 1588 by. 
‘Kala Pahir, tho genoral of tho Muhammadan army which overran. 
Orissa, ‘Tho fort formerly contained en idol called Kinchakeswari, 
which has boon removed to Mayiirbhan}. 

Remund.—Village in tho headquarters subdivision situated in 

21° 89’ N. and 86° 63’ H., 6 miles west of Balasore, Remund is 
an important trado centro, containing one of the largest markets 
4m tho north of the distrit ; and situated as it is near tho western 
ponder of tho distriot, it attracts a good deal of commeres from the 

* Tributary States. There is a considerable trade in brass utensils, 

and Balasore draws its supply of vegetablos from the neighbour- 
hood. ‘Cho village contains ‘tho tomb of one of Kala Pahir's 
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captains, Gulab Shih Shabid, from whom the largo bazar of 
Shahji Patna takos its name. ‘hore aro oxtonsive remains of 
Muhammaden tombs and buildings, and it is said that Mir 
Taki Khin, tho Vicoroy of Osissu ftom 1725 to 1735, hind a 
Jmunting lodgo thoro : there is still a good doul of game in tho 
neighbourhood, and the namo Remunt, a oonuption of Rann, 
hunting grovo, supports tho logond, ‘Tho villago also coutains 
tomplo dediontod to Khixchort Gopmath, ax unsightly stone 
edifloe dofwcod hy indeoont soulptios, Khirchord Gopinath is a * 
form of Krishna, and a religious fair ia hold annually in his 
honor at tho tomplo in February, ‘Tho faix lasts for 13 days 
and is attonded by a vory large number of pilgyims. ‘Tho templo 
contains a rudo imago ofCrishna with Limbs soaroely discomiblo, 
and tho ilshaped form is explained by a legend that when Ramg 
and his wife Sita wont to tho Dandakiranya, sho wxgod him to 
show hor his futuro shape. ‘Theroupon, ho ‘started carving the 
figure ho was to assume thereafter with an arrow, but before ho 
ould complote the carving, Sita faintod ana ho was obliged {o 
stop. ‘Tho god is named Khirchoré, beoauso ho loft ono of » 
number of plates of ‘ir (rioo cooked with milk and sugax) given 
him as offerings for one of his worshippers who was slaving. 
‘Tho temple is said to havo been visited by Chaitanya, the great 
Apostle of Vaishnaviem, and is frequented by a large numbor 





of pilgrims, 
Sainthia.—Seo Bhadrakh, 
Sholampurl—Villago in the extreme southwost of the 





Bhadvakh eubdivision situated opposite Jajpur, from which it is 
separated hy the Bailarant river. It contains the ruins of an 
old brick ‘fort, which, according to looal tradition, was built 
by Kapilendra Deva, king of Orissn (1435-1470), Tuside the 
fort are a tomb and tho ruins of a temple destroyed. by 
the Muhammadans, 

Soro.—Villago in tho houdquarters subdivision situatod 20 
tiles south-west of Balasore. ‘Tho village is said to dovivo dts 
name from ono Sur Son, a Marth chief who had his head. 
quactors thero. Tt also contained an Hnglish factory subordinate 
to that at Balasire and was surrounded by a moat, which has now 
been filled up and is partly under cultivation. Soro was onoo a 
place of some atratogio importance and wae tho first village in 
the distrit oocupiod by the Huglish forco in 1800 atter Balasora 
hhad been captured. It contains a polico station, dispensary and 
{inspection bungelow, as woll as « station on tho Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway, 
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of, 70-79. 

Agricultural lames, 190; material eons 
tion of, 184, 

Agrienttal Loan Act, 89, 

Aguile, 181. 

Ahirguneas, 186, 

Akshaipeds, 6, 99, 107, 112, 116, 147, 
160, 174 raitall of, 

Alipay, school at, 184, 

Altuvil formation of dlstict, 21. 

Ambac, 114. 

Arbab, 1485 Ai, 167, 

‘Ambo Aid, 187. 

Anite, 162. 

Amruta wianoi-grante, 18, 

‘Anantapur, 148, 174, 

Andhra dynasty, ale of, 20, 

‘Anhmtie religion, 68-69, 

Ankur paryan, 105, 

Arablo trac, 28, e 

“Avarge or sat Inds, 18% 

‘Arari, 108. 

Arcbrelogical remains ab Bi 189, 
1025 nb Karafsi, 1065 at Buti, 104 
‘at Bhadrakh, 195, 196 ab Jaloswar, 











201 5 ab Kypiti, 201-208 ; at Ratbanit, | 





205 at Romonii, 05-200; at Sholaine 
park, 200, 

‘rea of distle, 2. 

‘vou lable to fnine, 104; Sregutod 
from ennal 107. 

Arlar, eMUivation of, 88, 8 

Arts and industries, 100-181, 

‘Awoha’sroign, 19. 

Aarotriye Brihaoans, 01, 

Asa Hille, 22, . 

Astipur, 184, 

‘Asoo Mtl, 09, 





B, . $ 





Uatdya, 182. . 

Baitarani vivor, @, 107, 146; tributarion 
‘of, 8; fonds af, 98,07 5 embankioonty 
on, 102, 

Dalarangarhi, 182 deriptin of, 180 

BularingotrT Bribmnans, 6, 180, 4 

Dalaor, oigin of nas 1. 

Balasore sbiison, 19.204. 

Balasow town, 46, 192, 199, 140, 160, 
rainfall of, 16; capture by the Rog- 

9, 40-41; Christian Mialons 

fn, 685 onjtal snd apenas at, 
179, Th 78; vetasioary dispensary, 4 
1) port ah 144, 160-101; eine 
‘174; district jail st, 1765 municipality, 
at, 1775 school it, 182, 189, 186, 
description "of, 188-188). derintion 
of uame, "186; history of, 187-188; 
Boropean settlomenta fa, 18800 5 
Tingloh factory at, 188, atsbeologioat 
rea in, 192; population of, 192 5 
markets ab 1085 climate of 198, 

Buia wil, 79,80. 

Baliaghét, 149, 188, be 

* 
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Bap, 8, 140, 144, 160, 174; dlapens 
wary at, 73, 7%, 76; thiina wt 174; 
Aucription of, 104, 

Biliaund, 111, 

Manoa, Le 

Binkoawar, 180. 

Bina river, 4 

Bant, 174, 

‘Birabiitl, 188, 102. 

Birabtis, 140, 

Biroondia boutons, 124, 126. 

Bavas embankment, 14 

‘Banthanpur, 186, 

Bargis, 40. - 

arpa, 140, 

‘Birui caste, 85, 

Baus, 27, 160, 147, 160; Yhinn ob, 174; 
school at, 185 desertion of, 104. 

Biandebpur, 148 inn at, 174, 

Batanga, 140, 

Bayin Rajus, 64, 

Baying, 116, 116. 

Basiaftidars, 168-168. 

Boogal-Nigpor Rallway, 148, 

Bangui Gols, 04, Tiatl, 186. 

Bengal population, 48, 62, 

Borhamput, Union Comnittee of, 177, 

‘Beta land, 124, 125, 

Beta eltiration of, 85. 

Dhadeakh subdivision, 100-197, 

Bhudrukh town, 48, 85, 192, 153, 147, 
140,160; rainfall of, 10; dlapenary a, 
74, 76; thins wt, 174; sub-Jatl at, 176 5 
Unton Committee of, 177) school at, 
162; deserption of, 196198, 

Dialing iver, 4. 

Bhandiiel casto, 14 

‘Bhiakarganj, 40, 188, 

Bhogily 4 100, 1765 pargana, 42,2165 

bankwant, 111-112 

hol dyaaty, roo of, 25: 

Binigis 151, 162. 

Bhonije, 181, 

Bia sie, 80; cultivation of, 8283, 

‘Biehitnpur stato, 167. 

Bie, eltration of, 83, 

Birpats 6.» 














INDEX, 


ira oatae, 167, 

‘Bisthorats, 08-67, 

Ditado, provalence of, 70, 

Boats, uv a, 145, 

Botany, 1913, 

Boundaron of th date, 2, 

‘Bevan, 00-08, 

Brahmottar ans, 160, 

‘Brass maoutactare, 190, , 

Budiinn, 20,21, 28, 20, 

Buugalows, 149160, 

psraritiliesa Rode ortinn 
1} ontanry, 9-105 floods of, 96, 97) 
fmbankanonta oo, 118 feria on, 149, 


o. 

Culamitios, natural, 92104, ‘ 

Canals, 205-109, 146-146 ron ferhgutod 
rom, 107; administration of, 108-100; 
waterates, 100, * 

Cutts, 147, 

Castes, principal, 69.08, 

Castor oil plant, cultivation of, 84, 

Cattle, 90; dacases, 92. 

Consus of 1901, 44, 

(cases, revenue from, 171. 

Chattenys, tho Valshnattta rotormer, 26, 

Ohakran Jaga, 108, 

‘Ohiuadbt8, 85, 40, 140, 160; mlatall of, 
165 dispourary at, 74,76, port ab, 164; 
‘hina at, 1745 description of, 197-198, 

Obani tyots, 100, 

Obtinainadara, rents paid by, 119, 

Chaudipus, § 14,113, 1455 dotcription 
of, 108-199, 

‘Ohannuattombankment, 128, 

‘Gharnctor of tho people, 49-51, 

Chixgichia, 106, 118. 

‘Obavibatis, 7,205, 100, 

Charitra, 2, 

harnook, advontaros nt Balasore, 97 

bisa, 180, 

Choubidiire, 174, 

COblitnuyit (Chanus), 8, 144, 

Chibtamatal wil, 80, 

Obina, cultivation of, 63. 

‘Chlorite, 187, 

‘Chodagange, king, 22, ig 











INDEX, F + 200 
Cholg dynasty, 22, Deribisi pargana, 161, 
Cholera, opllemics of, 68. Deuii, 140, 


Christan, 66.66, 
Christian Minton, 56, 50, 

Chuva, 140,148, 

aetinnn pot, 8, 443 eur, 208, 
iil Joti, sdaninitmtion of, 172.178 
‘ivit ait, Inerose of, 178, 

timate, 1610, 

Const Cava, 108-100, 145, 140, + 
ommaro, 181, 

Commercial cen, 191 centres, 140, 
Communication, means of, 142.160, 
Contgurntion ot distil, 2 

Gonanest of Orisa by Mudammandans, 26, 














26, 97; hy Bnglinh, 40-41, 

Cotton, cultivation of, 865 wenving, 132, 
188, 1944 

Country spirit, manntacture of, 170; 





consninption of, 170171, 

Conrts, Civil ent Criminal, 178, 178, 

Crimo, 174, 

rimaa jutie, adnniatration of, 170 
mm 

Croceaien 14. 

Cops, principal, 80-85, 

Onléfvnton, extension of, 80:87; improved 
motbol of, 87-88. See alo Agvieiltnre, 

Ouseayor, 188, 

Oyclones, 10, 09.95, of 1823, 1881 ond 
1889, 98.04; of 1872, 1882 and 188: 
94.06, 





D 
Dafadars, Ws, 
Dag 04:86, 
Dati jus, 64, 
Daiofngh, 201. e 
Diitua vice, 80; cultivation of, 88. 
Danga tend, 79, 
Danish settlement, 180, 290, 
Darhorl ombankinont, 118, 





Daid Kho, strogglo with Akbar, 27, 
Death-rate, 00-07. 

Debarknnd, Hot aprings of, 201. 
Debottar Janis, 168. 

Donalty of population, 44, 





|, Dowtt Bratmoans, ol. 

| hinges, 86s vn at, £74; donorpe 
ton of, 208, 

Diiioensivar, 144,145 5 eatuary, 0, 2,20, 

Diag vent, 120, 

| Dame, prove 

Digeurke, 04, 

Dinkurdogs, 190, 

Discus, print, 07-70, enttle, Os 

Dispense, 78, 74, 75. 

Diateot Hons, 178177. 

Distal formation of, 41-4, 

District ata, 178, 

Doogie, 29,187, 

Doli, 184 

Dolgtiin 41, : 

Dometic animate, 90, 

Dom, 181, 

| Doras soil, 7, 80, 

Dron, 12 

Droaghts, 9. 

Dateb aottlomont, 80.97, 180, 

Dvellings, 126. 

Dynontery,yrovnlonc of, 09, 





of, 09, 








nts, 12-87) aainine 





168-165, 
Vavly Europe sottlomonts, nt Balasore, 
| 188-1005 nt Pip 204, 
Barly histor pori 19-20, 
Barly Indo-Aryan sttlory 28, > 
| Bavy sttlenent of evanne, 264165, 
aston Gange dynasty, rale of, 2, 
Bavucation, 170-186; ehrly hntory of, 170 
181; progtose of, 181-1825 genera) 
| atatistion of, 182; sroondary, 189-188 ; 
primary, 169-184; of women, 194-185, 
Radycational ata, 182. 
‘Blophantiass, provalence of, 69-70, 
Timinnkments, 100-116; ely hissy of, 
100111; fects of, 114-316; aystem 
of mainteunnco, 110-111. 
Bnigeation, 45. 
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gl, early sotlemonte of, 827; 
‘cnptre of ‘Balasore town by, 87.80 
‘congaeat of Orlsm by, 40-1, 

Rohunctment of rents, 126, 129, 20, | 

ira, disponmary at, 7475. \ 

Beds 108 

ataoy, sso of, 2605 subdivision of, 160 
‘ranafo of, 100-161, | 

‘Retuarles, 7-10, “| 

ropeny sotioments tn slanee, 188+ 
190. 

Excl ad 

Raper, 189, 


IND 





ration of, 100-171, 


Ff. 


Paetory, foundation of Bogs 4. 

Pamiows, 98:104; early taninoy, 2, 81, 
22,08; of 1806-06, 98-102, sent 
of 1897, 102108; tenot Tinhlo. to, 
108.204 

Pinkeye, 200, 102, 

Baskehaings, 190. 

‘Patin) exporimontal, 68, 

Pati, 18, 

‘Fornalo oducation, 184-185, 

‘Porries, 149, 170, 

over, vovalneo a 67-08 

Fibro rop,extivaton of, 84 

Finance, 169-173, 

‘Firox ShEh, invasion of, 28, 

‘Piah, 10-14, 

Woods, 96-08; cannon of, 953 of 1808, 075 
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Garhi, 185; expimation of nase, 192. 
Gurhpaas, 27; doteription of, 199-200, 





Gausit Tents, 68, 
onora aditutstratin, 160-176 
‘Geog river, 207. 

Geology, 10.3, 
Ghnutonwar,diypousty at, 74, 75, 
Gharbari oF homestond ant, 70. 
howe, 90. 

isle’ eehooly, 184, 186, 

Gochlas river, 4, 

Goll, 18, 64. 

Gols, 64, 

Geeouladymsty, 28. 
Goplakthpur, 148, 

Govoramont estat, 187, 

Genin foun, 198-129, 
Grimdebotter Inds, 168, 

sion Deva, worship of, 60468, 
Grazing groonde, 90, 

Guards, neol wt, 189, 


Gute, 181, 

Gurn-training swhools, 184, 
qe 

‘Habiganj, 200 

asfpur, 20, 


Malia Wabourors, 16, 
Hand industri, 104, 
Hncboury, 7-10, 144, 

Haribarpue, 10 








of 1806, 07; of 1000, 97.98, 
Pood, 126, 

Fronch settlement in Balasore, 87, 190, 
Peuits, 85:86. 


G. 


Gabgton, 40, 188, 
@abira land, 7. 
Gitaatsiver, 6, 105, 
Gao bids, 1 
Gandhabaniee, 182, 

andi Gok, 64, 

‘Gangbat river, 6. 

aah, sommp ot, 170, 





Haripur, 187. 

Hitakur vivor, 7 floods of, 95, 

Hite oF markota, 140-141, 

Hoult, public, 68.75, 

Heath, eaptnee of Bulasoro by, 88-30, 

Hamp drugs, consumption of, 170. 

High Bugis schools, 182-189, 

‘Aligh Lovet Canal, 100-107, 146, 140, 

Hit tribes, 40, 

‘Windns, numbor of, 64; revenno: aystem 
of, 161-182. 

Mind seats, 68. 

Mistory of the district, 17-42, 

Hioon Tviang, aeeoont of Orlem by, 21. 

Hellandals Shahi, 189, é 





Gantadi lana, 79. 




















INDEX, oat 
ollasore, see Jalnwary, deaespbton of 
Meoaptals, 18, 74,76, 200.201, 
Hover, 126, | Sokd ombankanent, 128 
Hughis, 200, }, Joioge, 17-28, 
Momilty, 16. Tugju 1, 
Hyarocol, provaonce of, 7, astio, adwtnsteation of 172.174, 
: Jute, entivntion of, 84, 
Awmigration, 45, | x, = 
Imports, 199. {stati 182, 
Ancburi, 140, H Klink, 136, 


Incidonco of wont, 118, 128, 120. 
Tucome-tax, 171, 

Indebteduoss, 120.187, 

Ttian-corn, enltivation of, 86, 
Induatrios, 100-197, 

Indualrial clases, 180, 181 ; achools, 184, 
Infant mortality, 08-67. 

Intontilo dinreben, 09, 

InBrimities, 70. 

Jnnundations, 06-08, 

Anoeulation, pruetiee of, 71678, 
Areigation, 785 feo canals, 107-108, 
Tneanity, preratonco of, 70, 














Sails, 176, 

‘ainiem, 20, 26, 

‘ata oF wot land, 70, 

Anleawax, 66, 160; rainfall of, 16) aise 
poneary ab 74, 75; thine at, 174; 





Union Committeo of, 177; do 
of, 200-201, 

Yalpit land, 188. 

Janiabandi Raridad 
118, 19. 

Jemb river, 4, 

Tams, 140, 148, 

Jambi river, 5, 105; embmkmente on, 
us, 

‘ommkundi, 100, 104 

‘Tamkandi embankment, 114, 

‘Tammped, 40, 188, 

‘enjipor, 188, 

Tanta (water-itt}, 78-70, 


iption 





rents pal by, 














Kali o¥ vonveatead nnd, 70. 

Kitt Patt, tavaion of 86, 20,27, 

atikipur, 4, 145, 149, 

Kilinga, 18, 29, 2, 

Kasntdichave pargana 4, Ld, 

Kail basigptidirs, 105} ronts paid by, 
ND, 

Kampu bear, 201. 

Kendra, 4, 191, 

Kavhar, 12 

Kinpore, 148, 249, 

Kinin vor, 6:6, 108) ods of, 005 
‘eibankmenta ob 1 

Kind clthy 186, 

Kautitehora river, 

Kanvngor, 162 188, 

Kapil iver, 246, 307) enbaukuente ox, 
M 

KGpurii, 181, 

Karnna, 00, Ol, 

Kamei, 104, 

Kasbi, 188, 

inp, 102, 201, 

Kedlepor, 184, 162, 

Kelis, 182, 195, 

Komal, 80, 

Konduikpadi, 146, 

Keri Bengal, 64. 

Sona dynasty, role of, 21.22. 

Kowats, 18,04, 

haiti, 175, 

Khairat \is, 160. 

Khandsit, 69.60, 

hands, 20, 28, 

Kbantipa, 140, 

Khiavela, righ of, 90. 
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Khariaadar tenure-volders, 163 tennis, 
165, f 

‘Kite Mahala or Government eatates, 167, 

Kivalze vgote, 169. 

Kismat Katisthi, pargana, 116, 

Kuberputes 

ulthi, cultivation of, 83, 

Kupivi, 8, 148; description of, 201-208, 

KevthiaInboures, 126, 


L 


Labour supply, 123, 

“Laboarers, wages of, 322, 182, 

Tabooring clan, matorial eonltion of, 
124195, 

Lalebanpur, 6, 8, 14d, 

‘Liikhiraj wus, 167, 168, 

‘Lakiiedy batatdare, 168, 

Takshannith 102 echoo! wt 18% 

‘ila Buanr, 40,188. 

Tani Improvement Loans Act 88:80, 

Landlords, 169-260 5 nationality of, 101 

1° ot eskdont, 181-189 » cnslos aud pros 
‘ealone ct, 102; relations with tenants, 
107.168. 

Land rovenveaduinisteaton, 161-108, 

Land tenures, 169-102, 

Language, 6160, 

Laterite, 13,180, 

Legend of Balsore, 186-187 of Nangadone 
‘yas, 204; of Kui, 208 of Ratbani, 
206, 

Leprory, provelonco of, 70, 

Literature, 68-64, 

Louis Acta working of, 88:80, 

‘Local Boards, 177. 

Local SelfGoverninent, 170-178, 

Tnunatics, amber of, 70, 


™ 


‘Mabijans, 197,128, 
Mahindls, 66, 

‘Mabuatén Bethan, 8, 
adatiran grant, 160, 
Mairi, 190, 

‘Maio, caliation of, 8, 64, 
‘Makando Devo, rule of, 26:26, 











INDEX, 


Malaxial fover, 67-08, 

Malikispur, 187. 

Malian, 28, 

Mandi, 105, 

Mandbitta, 140, 

Mangalpur, 197 5 tila, 167, 

Manjuri pargana, 116, 

Min Singh, gencenl of Akbar, 28, 

Mung, 205, 

‘Manufactures, 182-187 of jails 176, 

Manarer, 89-00, 

‘Maxithia, invasions of, 05 cession of 
rina to, 90:82 ; rule of, 81-82, 894405 
rovenuto syntont of, 162.263. 

Meh Govurnory, 40 franilfen 40, 

‘Murhin Britanans, 01, 

Markots, 140, 141. 

Mivkuviy 140, 

Mitewitia, 191. 














w 18, 61, 71. 
4% 205, 118, 144, 146; 








frien on, 149, 

Motil wil, 70, 80, 

Material condition of tho people, 128-330 5 
of tho ageonlturalfclaes, 124; of 
Inbeusing clumes, 124126, 

‘Matis Tanti, 68, 

Mats, manuthotures of, 186, 

‘Many dynasty, ro of, 10.20. 

‘Mayibhan§ Stato Light Railway, 148, 

Meansof communication, 142-100, wat 
A416, railnays, 1465 ronds, 
146-149 ; postal, 160. 

Medioval eivitization, 2, 

Modiaval period, history of, 20-26, 

Medial axpects, 60-76; institutions 
78-465 statistics, 74 76. 

Mido Bnglsh sehools, 168, 

Middle Vernueular school, 188, 

Mines, 198-107, 

Migration, 5. 

‘Minions, Obrisinu, 66, 6, 

‘Mitrapien, 56, 

‘Money-orders, 160. 

Money Jos, 128% 

Monsoon rniafall, 16-16, 

















Mortgages, 127. . 
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Molina 
Maga euitiation of, 88, 

Mughatoanal, 52, 152, 

‘Mugla, butte of, 97,28, 200, 
Mogi! ru, 28, 0, 

Mohammedan rads of, 26-24 ; eonguost 





‘of Orisan by, 25, 26; fumilios of, 64, | 


56; number of, 645 rovonto ayaten 
of, 162, 

Mohamuindun Govern of Orit, 20-80 

Muhambindan rule hatory of, 201, 

‘Moliamnadur, 188, 

Muburigion, 122, 

Mukaddans, 62, 

Murnleipalfis, 170-178. 

Monim Kin, 27, 

Mulia, manufacture of, 488, 184, 

Mustard, allingian of, 8 


N. 





Nadlagion, 116, 

Nagar, 104, 

Nagel, 14. 

Miig-vutisbourers, 124, 125, 

Nath, 106, 

Nimpo, 174 

Nangaleawar, 206 ; pargane, 41, 

Nip custo, 182, 

Natural calumitin, 02-104; liability to, 
08.88, 

[Natural divisions of district, 8. 

Navigation, 146, 

Nonibu ver, 7. 

Nichclou, expedition of, 37. 

Nigiri Hits, 12, 12, 

Wevn Wistaftidars, 108 reat wid by, 
19. ‘ 

Nownand estate, 157. 

Non-oeoupancy ryots land held by, 106+ 

Non-oceupancy holdings, nuunbor of, 165, 

‘Non-resident landlords, 161-163, 

Noncresident syots, ronta paid ty, 117, 
us, 

Nin embankment, 12, 

‘Nuniajortviver, 28,187, 288, 

‘Nunkbund paryana, 161, 

Nurpor, 188, 














Oceapaney holdings, number of, 168, 
cospaney ryot, ld hal by, 1 
Occupations of the poople, 180-182, 
Oras, 18, 

Oit-aoods, cultivation of, 8, 

Otek, 6, 
‘Operations, atateton of, 74 
Opium, coustunption of, 170, 

rien, meaning of torn, 17. 

rien eunke Road, 142, 140, 147, 
Orly laugungo, OL; literature, 63-64, 
Outposts, poice, 174, 








Pp. 
Pig river, 7. 
BU ryots, 108; vente pald by, 117, 118, 
Palkpad, 1, 


Paike, 168, 201. 








Pisibindia, 190, 204 

Pain, vitivation ot, 86. 

Pinoys syste of loans, 128, 

Vanhpali, 174, 

Panchpalli embankwent, 124, 

Pinebyiirn river, 4-6, 105, 106, 145 
embankinonta 00,118, 

‘Pinebruki, 140, 

‘Pind Brahmans, 6. 

Ponte Beitanans, OL. 

Panidin sont, 121. 

Pins, 18, 68, 

Pastition of estates, 160, 

Pasturage, 90, 

Patiapur pargana, 90, A. 

Pathasiis, 181. 

Pata Basu; 201, 

Pata Ata, 167. 

Patnar, 168, 

Pitpur, 196, 

Pats or low lands, 3 77, 

atu soil, 79, 80. 

People, the, 48.65; chamuter of, 46-61) 
ruaterial condition of, 129. 

Pesmancutly-sotted ertatey, 168, 

Phalbiig rent, 12, 

Phalpur, 116, 
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Phulvis, 85, 140. Ronkuts, 112, 

Phyolealaaocts, 110. apo, enltivtion of, 8, 

Pilgrim’ Lodging Wowo Youd, 74 | Mle, 181, 

Pipl 484, 88, 80; doverption of, 204 | Ruts of ront, 117,118, 
205, | Mobo vivar, 119, 145,107, 


Pirottar grunts, 150, 

Polut of Sand, 189, + 

Poll, admintetention of, 174-175, 

Popalar religion, 60-69, 

Population, growth of, 40.44; carly esti. 
ratoe of, 43) cons of, 1872, 1881 and 
1891, 49-44; conus of 1001, 44) 
Aonally of, 44 y atatiatles of, 44; urban, 
45; run 45, 

Port Omtcar, 100, 174, 





Ports, 8, 140, Lt, 
Portngweno settlement, 6-27, 180, 
Post ocor, 160, 

‘Postal eommunirations, 160. 
Ponnds, 170, 


‘Prohstors period, 17, 
‘Pret, 128) {n fnioinos, 100, 101, 
Prlmnary education, 18-184, 
Prince rents, 120-121, 
‘Piotemtons, 181-102 

Profenlonal clasts, 181-192, 
Peaplators of land, 159, 

Pubile health, 00:78. 

irk Bethmans, 62, 

Puruthis, 13. 





a 
Quarion (7. 
R, 
Races, 40, 
aidan, 28,184 desorption of, 203, 
Railways, 140, 


Tafnfal, 16-10} statistics of, 10; In 
‘lation to agrioulturo, 77, 

Rijs, 68-04, 

‘eajghat, 4, 147, 149, 274. 

‘Teajoagar, 194, 

‘ehinehandeapar, 27, 200, 

‘RandiTorgars, 88, 








Reoglateation, 171-272. 
Rogiatry oficos, 171-172, 





Relations of landlords and tonants, 107- 
168, 

Ratio. works tn faininos, 99, 100, 101, 
104, 

Roligions, 64, 


Religions iif ot the people, 66.6%, " 

Renan, 27, 20, 80 174; Union Comm 
rittoo of, 17F) description of, 2066 
206, 

outs, W712 j sottoment of, 1276119) 
of (itn nyots, 118) of phd ryote 
118} of ollie tonnnts, 118140 In 
lrsigntod lauds, 120.190; incidence of 
138, 119, 120) enuncomont of, 418, 
139, 1905 rales of, 117, 118) produce 
rents, 1906121, 

Rent eae, inevonto of, 170, 

Revonao of tho dlvtret, 109.372 land 
overito, 100 exces, 109-171) stamp d 
ML; comes, 17L; Incomestax, 171. 

0 land, 167, 

-paying Inn, 158-197. 

ice, vatlties of, 805 mothiods of cule p 
tivation, 81-82; pelees of, 128, 

Richotts Canal, 105, 

Rinderpes, 2. 7 

Rivor aystom, 8. 

Rivers, 145; ferigntion trom, 78: 
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